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PREFACE 


The  chapters  which  form  this  volume  were  prepared 
originally  for  the  "  Southern  Christian  Advocate,"  at 
the  request  of  the  Georgia  Conference.  Since  their 
appearance  in  the  "Advocate,"  the  author  has  been 
urged  to  publish  them  in  book  form  by  numerous  friends 
and  strangers,  among  whom  are  the  leading  ministers 
of  his  own  denomination,  distinguished  clergymen  of 
other  churches,  and  officers  of  the  United  States  Navy, 
whose  reputations  give  importance  to  their  opinions. 

If  the  author  feels  any  reluctance  in  complying  with 
these  flattering  solicitations,  it  is  chiefly  because  the 
chapters  were  composed  hastily,  and  the  duties  of  his 
profession  will  not  allow  of  his  rewriting  them.  This 
scruple,  however,  is  overcome  by  the  assistance  of  a 
friend,  who  kindly  suggests,  that  as  the  author  has  no 
literary  reputation  to  lose,  he  risks  nothing  in  publish- 
ing without  waiting  for  time  to  rewrite. 

Justice  to  the  work  requires  it  to  be  said,  that  the 
errors  and  accidental  omissions  of  the  original  articles 
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VI  PREFACE. 

have  been  corrected,  and  much  usefal  informatioii 
added. 

The  matter  of  the  work  was  gathered  in  the  course 
of  the  years  1856,  '66,  and  '67,  during  the  greater  por- 
tion of  which  time  the  author  was  attached  to  the  U.  S. 
sloop-of-war  Jamestown,  then  flag-ship  of  the  African 
squadron.  Through  the  kindness  of  friends  on  the 
coast  and  in  the  islands,  he  is  enabled  to  bring  down 
much  of  the  statistical  matter  to  the  close  of  1868.  The 
historical  sketches  have  been  made  out  with  care  ;  the 
statistics  of  trade,  missions,  etc.,  were,  for  the  greater 
part,  gathered  on  the  spot,  from  persons  or  documents 
of  authority,  and  not  without  much  labor. 

The  author  flatters  himself  that,  whatever  may  be  the 
defects  of  the  work  in  style  or  arrangement,  the  matter 
which  it  contains  will  be  found  reliable  and  useful.  In 
his  attempts  at  describing  places  and  peoples,  his  desire 
has  been  to  make  prominent  such  facts  and  objects  as 
may  interest  the  general  reader,  and  be  of  practical 
value  to  the  voyagers  who  shall  come  after  him,  the 
Trader,  the  Cruiser,  and  the  Missionary. 

Should  these  pages  revive  any  pleasant  reminiscences 
in  the  minds  of  his  old  shipmates,  or  serve  to  relieve 
the  tedium  of  the  cruiser's  life  on  the  African  station, 
they  will  not  have  been  written  in  vain. 

Should  they  contribute  anything  toward  correcting 
prevailing  errors  respecting  the  colonies  of  civilized 
blacks,  and  the  state  of  Christian  missions  on  the  West 
Coast,  or  increase  in  any  degree  the  interest  which  the 
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American  churches  are  taking  in  the  salvation  of  be- 
nighted Africa,  he  will  feel  amply  repaid  for  the  labor 
which  he  has  bestowed. 

ToEcT.  J.  Lighton  Wilson's  "Western  Africa,"  the 
author  is  indebted  for  several  thoughts  respecting 
Congo.  To  the  Kev.  D.  A.  Wilson  and  Eev.  E.  T. 
Williams,  Presbyterian  missionaries  to  Liberia ;  to  Kev. 
J.  W.  Home,  late  missionary  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  in  Monrovia ;  and  to  Kev.  J.  Kambo,  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  Liberia,  the  author 
is  indebted  for  valuable  information,  and  still  more 
for  brotherly  kindness  and  aifection,  which  are  but 
poorly  r^aid  by  this  cordial  acknowledgment. 
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ADVENTUBES  AND   OBSERVATIONS 


WEST   COAST   OF  AFRICA, 


CHAPTER  I. 

TANGIER — INTRODUCTORY. 

**  Shadows,  doadf,  and  darkneM  r«t  apoo  It*' 

"Bach  litUe  addeth  to  the  general  itore, 
Who  follows  learns  from  him  that  went  before.** 

Premiflory — Morocco — Extensiye  Influence — Obscure  History — Indomi- 
table—Unchanging— Recollections  of  Boyish  Dreams,  and  Prospect  of 
Fulfillment — Romance  of  the  Moorish  Character — ^Beating  up  for  Gibral- 
tar— ^Bay  and  City  of  T&ngier — ^American  Consul — ^Moorish  Boats  and 
Sailors — Moorish  Guides — Earned — The  Mosque — Market— Jews — 
Moorish  Women — ^Dates  and  Small  Change — Camp  Outside  the  Wall — 
Make  an  Acquaintance— Prepare  for  a  Row — Good  Eyening,  Hamed — 
Beflections. 

It  may  not  be  expected  that  Sketches  of  the  West  Coast 
of  Africa  will  contain  descriptions  of  places  and  life  on  the 
Atlantic  shores  of  Morocco;  yet  a  chapter  of  notes,  his- 
torical and  descriptive,  of  the  ancient  and  classic  city  of 
Tangier,  and  its  people  may  not  be  unacceptable  to  the 
reader. 

Few  empires,  ancient  or  modero,  have  exerted  so  great 
an  influence  over  the  destinies  of  civilized  man,  as  the  half- 
civilized  empire  of  Morocco;  and  of  none,  since  the  decline 
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of  Rome,  has  the  influence  been  so  long  and  so  generally 
felt.  Commanding  many  leagues  of  coast  on  the  shores  of 
the  Mediterranean  and  Atlantic,  her  daring  pirates  have  for 
centuries  infested  these  waters  in  pursuit  of  blood  or  trear 
sure,  bringing  the  conmierce  of  all  nations  under  contribu- 
tion; and  to  this  day,  the  proudest  nations  of  Europe, 
England  and  France,  buy  exemption  from  her  depredations 
by  annual  contributions  of  black  mail.  Defended  by  the 
dangerous  rocks  and  shoals  which  line  her  seaward  borders, 
she  is  safe  from  the  attacks  of  naval  forces.  Secure  in  the 
fastnesses  of  her  vast  deserts,  where  the  fleet  barb  and  the 
imequalled  horseman  can  tire  the  strength,  and,  by  slow 
hunting  warfare,  waste  the  spirit  and  the  numbers  of  disci- 
plined armies,  she  is  beyond  the  reach  of  punishment,  and 
may  be  approached  only  on  her  own  terms.  Spain,  Por- 
tugal, England,  France,  have  at  various  times  possessed 
themselves  of  her  accessible  sea-coast  towns;  but  they 
found  them  profitless  possessions,  and  too  dear  at  the  price 
of  constant  warfare.  The  relinquishment  has  been  speedy, 
and  the  indomitable  children  of  the  soil  have  returned  to 
their  natural  possessions,  like  the  locusts  of  their  own 
deserts,  re&eshed  by  the  sleep  of  the  plains,  and  increased 
in  numbers. 

Situated,  geographically,  where  her  mountains  have  looked 
for  ages  into  the  very  lap  of  civilization  and  advancement, 
she  is  herself  unchanged.  Even  Christianity,  after  eighteen 
centuries  of  effort  and  contact,  has  failed,  in  the  least,  to 
modify  her  character,  or  to  establish  a  single  temple  in  her 
towns ;  and  the  Pillars  of  Hercules  may  mark  to-day,  as 
they  are  said  to  have  marked  thousands  of  years  ago,  the 
limits  of  civilization  in  that  direction. 
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But  though  known  for  three  thousand  years  under  the 
names  Ethiopians,  Mauri,  Barbarians,  Mauritanians  and 
Moors,  the  inhabitants  of  Morocco  are  perhaps  less  known 
than  any  of  the  peoples  of  Europe  or  Asia.  The  sailor, 
wisely,  gives  a  wide  berth  to  her  shores,  where  shipwreck, 
even  in  this  age,  would  be  followed  by  death  or  slavery. 
The  traveller  liketh  not  the  shadow  of  her  walls  and  tents ; 
and  hence  it  is  that  so  little  is  known  of  the  mixed  and 
united  tribes  known  to  Europe  and  America  under  the 
general  name  of  Moor.  Ilie  Christian  religion,  in  its  west- 
ward flow,  has  passed  over  these  plains  without  leaving  a 
ripple  trace  on  their  sands;  and  unless  the  regurgitating 
wave  that  is  to  enliven  Africa  in  its  flow  shall  survive  the 
Sahara  and  burst  the  bounds  of  the  Atlaa  chain,  the  Moors 
will  be  but  Moors  when  the  Son  of  Man  shall  come. 

My  first  impressions  of  the  Moors  were  gathered  from 
the  "  Arabian  Nights,"  and  stories  of  shipwreck  and  adven- 
ture among  them  by  Adams ;  sobered  somewhat,  in  later 
boyhood,  by  "  Jackson's  Account  of  the  Empire  of  Moroc- 
co." My  boyish  imagination  loved  to  revel  in  the  mists  of 
Moorish  history,  and  the  wildness  of  Moorish  scenery  and 
character.  It  was  to  me  a  land  of  exhaustless  legend  and 
romance ;  in  whose  people,  cruelty  and  hospitality,  trea- 
chery and  platonic  friendship,  strangely  harmonized.  I  was 
oarly  fired  with  the  desire  of  seeing  with  my  own  eyes  her 
majestic  mountains  and  magnificent  plains;  and  many  a 
delightful  day-dream  have  I  had,  over  an  uninteresting 
Latin  grammar,  full  of  wild  adventure,  passing  from  castle 
to  tent,  under  the  shadow  of  a  friendly  turban,  before  whose 
"  sesame  "  curtains  and  doors  flew  open. 

In  the  latter  part  of  July,  '56,  we  were  beating  to  wind- 
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ward  of  the  Madeiras,  when  the  secret  transpired  in  the 
ward-room  that  we  were  bound  for  Tangier.  Here  it  may 
be  n^essary  to  inform  the  reader  that,  for  good  reason  in 
time  of  war,  and  no  reason  in  time  of  peace,  the  destination 
of  a  man^f-war  is  generally  kept  a  secret  from  the  officers, 
non-commanding,  for  a  few  days.  The  authority  is  found 
in  the  kx  non  scripta  of  the  navy,  called  "  usage  " — a  bud- 
get, by  the  way,  which  contains  all  sorts  of  funny  things ; 
among  others,  lots  of  affirmative  proof  on  the  vexed  ques- 
tion as  to  whether  a  thing  can  be  all  black  and  aU  white  at 
the  same  time;  aliaaj  that  black  is  white,  and  white  is 
black. 

The  news  brought  to  mind  my  boyhood's  dreams  of 
Morocco ;  and  they  were  to  be  realized  in  part,  for  I  should, 
at  least,  look  upon  her  shores,  and  shake  hands  with  her 
sun-burnt  children ;  but  how  £ir  my  romantic  ideas  of  the 
half-civilized  character  had  been  modified,  judge  ye,  who 
bave  had  two  years  of  contact  with  the  ugliness  of  man's 
savage  condition  on  the  shores  of  Africa ;  and  how  fiur  my 
ardor  for  adventure  had  been  cooled,  ye  can  imagine,  who 
have  spent  a  year  on  that  dreary  station,  away  from  coun- 
try and  friends,  and  wife  and  little  ones. 

There  is,  however,  a  degree  of  romance  inseparable  from 
the  Moorish  character ;  so  we  rejoiced  in  the  prospect  of 
breaking  m  on  the  monotony  of  our  cruise,  by  spending  a 
day  with  the  Barbarians. 

After  a  week  of  most  unpleasant  sailing,  we  made  the 
coast  of  Europe  at  Cape  St.  Vincent,  and  that  night  and 
the  following  day  continued  our  course  toward  the  Gut  of 
Gibraltar,  along  the  coast  of  Spain ;  and  over  those  waters 
where    Nelson   immortalized  himself  and  ^Snglaud  was 
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crowned  "  Mistress  of  the  Seas."  The  morning  of  the  tenth 
day  out  brought  ns  within  sight  of  the  Moorish  coast,  and 
at  noon  we  dropped  anchor  in  the  bay  of  Tangier,  a  mile 
from  the  town.  Our  consul,  Mr.  Brown,  was  soon  along- 
side, to  pay  his  respects  to  the  Commodore,  and  gave  the 
officers  some  excellent  advice  as  to  the  prudence  necessary 
in  intercourse  with  the  natives,  which  had  a  very  fine  effect 
in  the  way  of  exciting  our  curiodty.  After  some  hesitation 
on  the  part  of  the  Commodore,  a  few  of  us  obtained  per- 
mission to  visit  the  shore,  and  at  3  o'clock  we  were  ojff  for 
an  evening's  stroll  among  the  Moors.  The  city,  built  in  a 
narrow  valley,  and  stretching  up  the  hills  on  both  wdes,  is 
surrounded  by  a  high  castellated  wall  of  solid  masonry,  and 
defended  on  the  water  side  by  forts  of  considerable  strength 
which  rest  on  the  native  rock.  As  seen  from  the  bay,  it 
looks  like  a  city  of  prisons.  The  houses  which  appear  above 
the  walls  are  square,  flat-roofed,  white,  and  without  orna- 
ment, having  but  few  windows,  and  these  quite  small.  We 
passed  among /e^wcco-rigged  schooners  at  anchor,  and  others 
under  weigh ;  their  broad  yet  graceful  sails  hauled  ahnost 
fore-and-aft,  and  sailing,  with  the  swiftness  of  a  seagull,  into 
the  very  eye  of  the  wind.  The  dark-complexioned  and 
turbaned  sailors  smiled  at  us  as  we  passed,  and  we  could 
imagine  one  piratical-looking  crew  saying  to  themselves, 
"  What  fine  slaves  these  fellows  would  make !"  They  have 
learned,  however,  in  their  occasional  encounters  with  Eng- 
lish and  other  sailors,  that  gentlemen  who  wear  brass  but- 
tons are  rather  ugly  customers  to  handle.  We  directed 
our  boat  for  the  water  gate,  the  only  entrance  on  this  side, 
and  landed  in  the  midst  of  half  a  dozen  bare-legged,  slip- 
shod, turbaned  and  sashed  gentlemen,  who  represented  as 
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many  colors,  from  copper  and  chestnut-brown  to  ashy 
black. 

In  French  and  broken  English  they  offered  their  Bervices 
as  guides,  but  with  a  degree  of  hauteur  which  led  some  of 
our  company  to  suppose  that  they  were  dignitaries,  or  at 
least  gentlemen,  of  the  city  who  had  come  to  offer  us  hos- 
pitalities. A  gentleman  wearing  a  fez  cap,  ornamented  with 
a  tassel  of  red  silk,  half  a  yard  in  length,  and  who  spoke 
French  very  fluently,  told  us  that  he  had  just  returned  from 
the  Crimea ;  offered  to  show  us  round  tfee  city,  and  was 
quite  un-Moorish  in  politeness.  I  didn't  like  the  cut  of 
his  jib. 

Casting  a  glance  over  the  group  as  I  jumped  ashore,  my 
attention  was  arrested  by  a  sprightly  face  of  nut-brown 
color,  in  which  the  amiable  and  savage  were  blended,  set 
off  by  the  perpetual  smile  of  a  hare  lip.  "  Ah,"  said  I, 
"  there  he  is ;  the  old  msixi  of  my  dreams  in  boyhood — I've 
seen  that  face,  full  of  contradictions,  and  that  snow-white 
turban,  in  my  visions  of  Moorland."  His  burnous — a  gar- 
ment made  like  a  smock  or  shirt,  having  loose,  flowing 
sleeves — ^was  of  mottled  brown  and  white ;  his  white  full 
drawers,  fastened  above  the  knee,  contrasted  pleasantly 
with  his  brown  legs  and  bright  yellow  slippers ;  and,  ex- 
cepting the  long  scarf  thrown  over  one  shoulder  and  brought 
round  the  waist,  he  was  in  full  Moorish  dress. 

"  Come  here,  old  gentleman,"  said  I,  beckoning  toward 
him.  He  came  up  with  a  dignified  step  and  manner,  which 
I  thought  to  be  assumed  for  the  occasion. 

"Wantme,  sa?" 

"  What  is  your  name  ?" 

"HamedjSa."  ^        . 
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"Speak  English,  Hamed?" 

"Yes,  sa." 

"  Hamed,  are  you  an  honest  man,  or  a  scoundrel?'* 

"  Hamed  good  man,  sa,"  with  an  air  of  injured  innocence. 

"  No  doubt ;  but  how  am  I  to  know  that  ?" 

"Everybody  know  Hamed,  sa." 

"  WeU,  that  accounts  for  it  I  I  was  just  thinking  that  you 
looked  like  an  old  acquaintance." 

"  Oh  yes,  sa  1  Hamed  see  you  when  you  here  be- 
fore." 

"Very  likely,  Hamed,  considering  that  this  is  my  first 
visit." 

Hamed  lifted  his  eyebrows  and  smiled,  as  if  he  had  per- 
petrated a  joke. 

"  Where  did  you  leam  to  tell  lies,  Hamed  ?" 

"  He  no  lie,  sa ;  me  tink  so  I  see  you," 

By  this  time  we  had  passed  the  water  gate  and  were 
ascending  the  steep  and  narrow  street,  inclosed  by  high 
buildings,  almost  destitute  of  windows  and  doors,  at  least 
on  the  street  side,  which  leads  to  the  centre  of  the  city. 
Here  our  company  separated,  some  for  the  Consulate,  and 
others  to  look  at  the  curiosities,  under  the  guidance  of  the 
Crimean.  "  Hamed,"  said  I,  "  hold  on  to  me,  and  by  night 
we'll  be  better  acquainted." 

"  Very  good,  sa ;  Hamed  good  man,  sa." 

"  Let  us  take  a  look  in  here,"  said  I,  as  we  reached  the 
spacious  gateway  of  a  large  building,  surmounted  by  tur- 
rets, and  a  taU  spire  or  tower,  handsomely  ornamented. 

"  No,  sa ;  no  sa !"  said  Hamed,  with  a  face  of  terror. 
"  He  be  mosque — can't  go." 

"  Oh,  don't  be  afraid." 
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"  Ah !  8'pose  I  take  you  dare,  he  cut  off  my  hands." 

"  Well,  that  being  the  case,  I'll  go  alone.'* 

"  No,  sa ;  must  no  go," — ^and  here  he  gave  me  to  under- 
stand that  if  I  went  in  they  would  likely  cut  off  my  head  as 
well  as  my  hands. 

"  That  being  the  case,"  said  I,  "  we'll  defer  our  visit.  In 
the  meantime,  old  fellow,  stir  up  the  contents  of  your  tur- 
ban, and  contrive  me  a  way  to  take  a  peep  at  the  inside  to- 
morrow, and  I'll  give  you  an  extra  ounce."  I  saw  from  his 
fece  that  it  was  a  hopeless  prospect.  He  shrugged  his 
shoulders,  and  we  continued  our  walk. 

"  Hamed,"  said  I,  as  we  continued  up  the  street,  "  when 
you  come  to  my  country,  you  may  go  into  our  mosques 
and  welcome  :  why  can't  I  go  into  yours  ?" 

"  We  no  like  Christian  in  dis  country." 

"  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  Christian  religion,  Hamed  ?** 

"  O  yes,  sa  I  I  read  bout  him  one  book.'* 

"What  book?" 

"Arabic  book." 

"  Do  these  people  read  Arabic  ?" 

"  Great  many." — Here  Hamed  revealed  an  intelligence 
on  the  subject  that  surprised  me;  and  in  broken  accents 
made  a  beautiful  compliment  to  the  religion  and  character 
of  Jesus — they  won't  speak  of  him  by  any  other  name- 
that  touched  my  heart. 

"  But  you  prefer  Mahomet,"  said  I. 

"May  be  Jesus  so  good,  like  Mah-o-med ;  Mah-o-med 
more  strong?'* 

He  seemed  disposed  to  drop  the  subject,  and  so  was  I, 
for  the  comparison  instituted  touched  a  tender  chord  within. 
Hamed  fidrly  represented  the  Moorish  id€^(of  the  compara- 
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tive  merits  of  Christ  and  Mahomet.  We  passed  along  the 
central  and  largest  street  of  the  city;  but  most  of  the  shops 
and  stalls  were  closed  for  the  evening ;  yet  the  poultry  and 
fruit  markets,  which  occupy  a  portion  of  this  street,  were 
still  brisk  and  noisy. 

Before  passing  into  the  crowd,  I  called  a  halt.  *'  Now, 
Hamed,"  said  I,  "  talk  &st,  for  time  is  precious.  Who  are 
those  fair-complexioned  gentlemen,  buttoned  up  in  long 
coats  which  reach  from  the  throat  to  the  feet ;  wearing  or- 
dinary cloth  caps,  instead  of  fez  caps  or  turbans,  like  you 
coffee-colored  gentfcmen  ?" 

The  old  fellow  curled  up  his  lip  with  a  sneer  that  Byron 
might  enyy,  as  he  said : 

"  Humph !  he  be  Jews." 

"Do  they  all  dress  alike?" 

**  Yes,  he  all  be  make  like  dat — he  not  can  wear  like  dis," 
lifting  his  burnous  and  a  faded  sash  that  had  lately  made  its 
appearance  around  his  w^t. 

"  Are  they  compelled  to  dress  so  ?" 

"Bashaw  do  it." 

**Whyso?" 

Hamed  shrugged  his  shoulders,  looked  puzzled,  and  mut- 
tered, "  So  be." 

So  be,  with  Hamed,  was  a  non  sequitur,  beyond  which  was 
sullen  silence,  and  the  boundless  unknown. 

"What  do  they  do,  Hamed?'* 

"He  be  merchand."         • 

Here  he  hailed  one  in  a  very  authoritative  tone,  and  as 
the  gentleman  advanced,  Hamed  said,  "  He  be  good  man — 
he  sell  sheep  "—cheap. 

There  was  something  mercenary  in  his  ^f  j^i^^^^^^^^*^^^ 
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air  in  his  manner,  that  told  the  story  of  his  wrongs,  and  the 
vile  oppression  which  his  race  suffers  among  an  inferior  peo» 
pie ;  yet  there  was  also  something  noble  in  his  bearing,  and 
intellect  and  enterprise  beamed  from  his  black  eye.  He  in- 
vited us  to  call  at  his  shop,  which  we  promised  to  do. 

"  Who  are  those  covered  up  in  shawls  of  white  flannel, 
peeping  out  through  a  hole  over  the  left  eye  ?" 

"  He  be  omen," 

"  Why  don't  they  show  their  fiwes  ?" 

"  So  be  " — and  a  shrug  of  the  shoulder. 

"  Are  they  pretty,  Hamed  ?" 

"  No  be,  he  be  old." 

"  Where  are  the  young  women  ?" 

**In  bouse " — ^harem — "mind  children." 

"Don't  they  come  out  sometimes?" 

"  No— sometimes." 

"Why  not?" 

"  So  be,"  and  a  shrug,  with  feint  symptoms  of  a  smile— 
the  only  insobriety  of  the  evening. 

In  the  poultry  market  there  were  great  numbers  of  those 
Barbary  pigeons,  so  femous  for  their  size  and  beauty.  The 
common  barn-yard  fowls  were  ordinary  in  appearance,  and 
very  cheap.  Pigeon  fenciers  in  the  States  would  be  glad  to 
give  twenty  or  thirty  dollars  a  pair  for  pigeons  that  we 
bought  for  ten  cents  each.  Fresh  dates  were  abundant,  and 
more  delicious  in  flavor  than  can  be  imagined  by  those  who 
know  only  the  dried  dates  of  commerce.  Those  still  adher- 
ing  to  the  stems  hung  in  clusters  from  the  stalls,  the  riper 
were  packed  in  neatly  woven  baskets  of  palm-leaf.  I  gave 
Hamed  a  quarter,  with  which  he  purchased  a  basket,  contain* 
ing  half  a  peck,  and  brought  me  back  a  handful  of  change, 
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much  resembling  old  brass  buttons  minus  shanks.  The  ooins 
were  flat  on  one  side,  and  slightly  convex  on  the  other, 
which  contained  a  character  denoting  the  value.  1  judged 
them  to  be  worth  a  mill  each ;  I  estimated  them  at  a  much 
lower  rate,  for  they  were  not  cleanly  in  appearance.  I  told 
Hamed  to  throw  them  away,  but  he  preferred  to  deposit 
them  in  the  labyrinthian  folds  of  his  capacious  shirt — bur- 
nous,  I  should  have  said.  We  continued  our  way  along 
the  paved  street,  and  passed  out  at  the  eastern  gate  of  the 
city. 

Outside  the  grey  and  moss-covered  walls,  besprinkled 
with  cryptogamous  plants,  we  found  a  number  of  donkeys 
jmd  camels  that  seemed  to  be  waiting  for  the  return  of  their 
owners ;  and  a  camp  of  Moors,  lately  arrived  fiom  the  inte- 
rior with  poultry,  fruits,  pieces  of  valuable  wood,  and  other 
marketable  commodities.  I  tried  to  scrj^e  an  acquaintance 
with  them,  through  Hamed,  but  they  seemed  surly  and  dis- 
tant. I  bethought  me  of  an  expedient.  Pulling  out  a  case 
of  cigars,  giving  one  to  Hamed,  and  putting  another  in  my 
mouth,  I  advanced  toward  the  oldest  of  the  crowd,  who  was 
sitting  almost  between  the  legs  of  his  camel,  smoking  a  pipe 
of  opium — I  asked  him  for  a  light,  and  as  that  was  a  degree 
of  hospitality  that  a  follower  of  Mahomet  might  not  refuse, 
he  extended  his  pipe  and  I  lit  my  cigar.  Then,  offering  fire 
to  Hamed,  I  told  him  to  ask  the  gentleman  if  he  would  not 
accept  an  American  cigar.  He  grunted  assent,  and  I  gave 
him  half  a  dozen.  Then,  taking  a  seat  beside  him,  with  a 
sanff  froid  air,  though  in  reality,  in  great  fear  that  the 
camel  at  my  back  might  take  a  nib  at  my  Christian  shoul- 
der-r-for  camels  are  faithful  servants  of  the  Prophet — I  be- 
gan to  gather  the  information  I  wanted ;  for  I  now  realized 
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the  justice  of  my  preconceived  ideas  as  to  the  conneotioii 
of  tobacco  with  fraternity.  Behold  its  marvellous  effects  on 
this  Ishmaelite ! 

He  became  quite  communicative,  and  seemed  as  much 
interested  in  answering  my  questions  as  I  was  in  asking 
them. 

"  How  far  is  your  home  from  here  ?" 

"  Six  days  " — about  a  hundred  miles. 

"  How  often  do  you  come  to  Tangier  ?" 

"  Two  or  three  times  a  year." 

"  Are  these  four  men  your  neighbors  ?" 

"  No ;  brothers." 

I  could  scarcely  believe  this,  for  they  were  quite  different 
in  features  and  shades  of  color. 

In  a  moment  he  saw  my  incredulity  and  added : 

"  Not  of  the  same  mother." 

"What  is  your  cargo  worth  ?" 

"  Forty  dollars," — according  to  Hamed's  calculation.     . 

"What  will  you  buy  with  it  ?" 

"  Powder,  lead,  beads,  colored  thread,  needles,"  etc. 

"  What  have  you  lived  on  during  your  journey  ?" 

One  of  the  brothers  here  produced  a  bag,  containing  what 
I  took  to  be  barley  meal,  and  a  piece  of  bread  resembling 
our  ash-cake. 

"  What  do  you  pursue  at  home  ?" 

"  Make  grain  and  cattle — this  been  bad  year." 

I  could  not  learn  from  what  cause.  I  learned  this  and  a 
good  deal  more  in  the  course  of  my  fifteen  minutes'  talk ; 
and  as  I  arose  to  depart,  he  inquired  why  I  asked  so  many 
questions.  I  answered,  with  a  very  honest  face,  that  I^ad 
from  boyhood  admired  the  Moorish  character,  and  wanted 
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to  find  out  all  I  could  about  them.  He  returned  the  com- 
pliment, by  saying,  that  I  was  "  an  honest  man,  and  that  I 
ought  to  take  a  horse  and  go  out  to  his  country — ^he  would 
bring  me  back."  It  may  have  been  a  bait :  they  do  such 
things  sometimes ;  but  I  believe  that  he  was  sincere.  I  shook 
hands  with  him,  and,  to  my  surprise,  those  who  seemed  sus- 
picious on  my  approach,  readily  accepted  my  hand  when  I 
bid  them  good  evening.  Honesty,  tobacco,  and  a  little  in- 
genuity are  available  helps  in  getting  through  the  world. 
To  accomplish  an  object  sufficiently  worthy  of  the  labor, 
your  contributor  would  engage  to  reach  the  city  of  Morocco 
on  foot,  without  convoy,  if  some  one  would  guarantee  a 
supply  of  tobacco  by  the  way. 

The  beautiful  garden  of  the  Swedish  Consul  is  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  beyond  the  eastern  gate.  We  entered,  and  went 
around  its  shady  walks,  but  had  not  time  to  make  note  of  its 
luxuriant  flora.  Reentering  the  town,  I  followed  Hamed 
through  streets  of  less  than  six  feet  in  width,  lanes  still  more 
narrow,  open  courts  and  ruined  buildings,  a  perfect  wilder- 
ness of  stone  and  mortar,  turbans  and  fez  caps ;  and  I  thought 
at  one  time  that,  like  Milton's  debatants  of  foreknowledge, 
we  should  find  no  end,  and  be 

"  In  wandering  mazes  lost." 

Hamed  disappeared  up  a  dark  and  stony  stair,  above 
which  we  heard  loud  talking.  I  darted  after  him,  instinct- 
ively clutching  my  walking-stick,  and  fumbling  in  my  pocket 
for  my  pen-knife,  the  only  weapon  of  defence  on  my  person. 
They  were  familiar  voices,  and  in  a  moment  I  stood  in  the 
presence  of  two  of  my  shipmates,  who,  under  the  guidance 
of  our  Crimean  hero,  had  found  their  way  tp  the  ^(ma^and 
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shop  of  my  friend  the  Jew,  where  they  were  buying  ottar  of 
rose,  and  other  little  valuables.  All  hands  were  talking  at 
once,  and  the  progress  in  trade  was  very  noisy  and  very 
slow.  It  was  now  near  sunset,  and  fearing  to  be  shut  in,  we 
hastened  to  the  water  gate  and  our  boats.  We  tossed 
Hamed  half  a  dollar,  with  which  he  was  quite  satisfied,  and 
engaging  his  services  for  the  morrow,  we  bade  him  good 
evening.  As  a  parting  request,  he  wanted  me  to  teU  him 
if  Hamed  was  not  a  good  man.  I  answered,  "  So  fer  so 
good,  but  I'll  tell  Hamed  more  about  it  to-morrow  evening." 
That  night,  as  I  read  the  evening  lesson  from  the  New 
Testament,  its  pages  were  unusually  bright ;  and  that  dear 
name,  which,  for  the  first  time  in  my  life,  I  had  heard  as- 
signed to  an  inferior  position  among  men,  felt  unusually 
dear.  Nay,  the  Master  himself  was  at  hand  to  strengthen 
the  faith  and  heal  the  wounded  feelings  of  his  feeble  but 
jealous  servant.  In  a  corresponding  frame  of  mind  I  once 
read,  consecutively,  one  of  the  best  passages  of  the  Koi*an 
and  a  page  from  the  New  Testament.  As  a  philosopher  in 
morals,  I  saw  much  to  admire  in  the  former ;  but  in  the  lat- 
ter, which  I  read  as  a  philosopher,  and  also  as  a  sinner,  and 
a  mortal  immortal,  each  verse  was  a  burnished  gem,  beam- 
ing spiritual,  as  well  as  moral,  truth.  The  page  which  con- 
tains St.  John's  Gospel,  chap.  17th,  is  a  casket  of  gems,  of 
which  one  single  beam  contains  more  spiritual  light  than 
may  be  gathered  from  all  the  philosophy  of  uninspired  man, 
and  which,  in  its  harmonious  beamings,  reflects  on  the  intel- 
lect and  heart  the  shining  of  the  Eternal  Light.  In  turning 
from  one  to  the  other,  I  passed  from  the  moonlit  earth,  and 
the  mud-built  habitations  of  men,  to  the  crystal  walls,  and 
pearly  gates,  and  uncreated  light  of  t^e.^l^^eur  Jerusalem. 
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I  may  not  have  prayed  that  night  with  unusual  faith,  but 
certainly  with  unusual  desire,  "  Thy  Kingdom  Come,"  and 
then,  though  in  a  land  where  the  crescent  stiU  outshines  the 
cross,  I  fell  asleep,  conscious  of  the  presence  and  protection 
of  the  Gk>od  Shepherd. 
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TANGLBB — CONTINUED. 

Saluting  the  Flag  of  Morocco — ^A  Cheerful  Company — ^Tlie  Mosque- 
Shopping  In  Tangier — Jewish  Women — A  Thought  on  Dress — Civil 
and  Social  Condition  of  the  Jews — ^Moorish  Soldiers — ^Palace  of  the 
Bashaw — ^Visit  the  Residence  of  our  Consular  Agent  for  Mogadore— 
A  Disappointment — A  Walk  in  the  Country — A  Caravan,  Moorish 
Muskets,  and  Wheat — ^Taming  a  young  Camel — Population. 

At  eight  o'clock  on  the  morning  following  our  arrival, 
the  red  ensign  of  Morocco  appeared  above  the  walls  of  the 
city ;  a  corresponding  flag  was  immediately  hoisted  at  our 
"  fore,"  and  saluted  with  a  brisk  round  of  twenty-<me  guns. 
The  compliment  was  speedily  returned  from  the  forts,  and 
the  loud-sounding  and  well-timed  twenty-one  assured  us 
that  the  Moors'  knowledge  of  the  use  of  gunpowder  is  not 
confined  to  small  arms.  While  the  boatswain's  mate  was 
caUing  "away  the  third  cutters,"  to  take  the  officers 
ashore,  I  swept  the  beach  with  a  telescope,  and  at  the  land- 
ing descried  my  friend  Hamed  and  his  fez-capped  brother, 
awaiting  our  arrival.  The  calm  and  balmy  morning  gave 
me  a  fiivorable  impression  of  the  climate  of  Tangier,  and 
inspired  all  hands  with  cheerfulness  and  good  will.  The 
officers  stepped  into  the  boat  without  waiting  for  the  order 
of  "rank;"  even  the  first-lieutenant,  whose  duty  it  is, 
according  to  "  usage,"  to  find  fault  wherever  he  goes, 
seemed  to  forget  his  criticism  and  wore  a  cheerful  counte- 
nance ;  our  lads  sprang  their  oars  "  with  a  will,"  and  in  a 
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few  minutes  Hamed  and  company  were  bidding  ns  good 
morning. 

My  companion  for  the  forenoon's  stroll  was  our  worthy 
first-lieutenant,  T.  H.  P.,  whose  excellent  iather,  Com- 
modore Patterson,  bore  arms  in  our  war  with  the  Moors  of 
Algiers — ^a  war  which  they  have  not  yet  forgotten,  and  that 
brought  them  to  a  treaty  which  thenceforth  exempted  our 
nation  fi-om  the  heavy  tributes  of  black  mail,  previously 
paid,  to  secure  for  our  commerce  immunity  from  the  pirates 
of  these  waters.  It  is  not  alone  to  this  treaty,  however, 
that  we  are  indebted  for  freedom  from  their  ravages,  but 
also  to  that  respect  which,  from  various  causes,  is  enter- 
tained by  half-civilized  and  other  nations  for  the  United 
States.  But  the  morning  is  too  fine,  and  space  too  precious 
for  moralizing. 

As  we  followed  in  the  steps  of  Hamed,  on  a  trinket- 
hunting  expedition  among  the  stores  and  bazaars  of  the  city, 
I  suggested  to  my  companion,  that  if  he  wished  a  fi-ee  pas- 
sage to  the  interior,  and  taste  of  Christian  slavery  among 
the  Moors,  he  would  be  accommodated  at  once  on  letting 
them  know  that  he  was  the  son  of  a  gentleman  who  helped 
to  pepper  them  with  hot  shot  at  Algiers.  He  replied, 
that  if  he  had  any  assurance  that  they  would  not  send 
him  on  a  three  years'  cruise,  he  might  be  disposed  to  try 
it. 

Arriving  at  the  mosque,  I  asked  Hamed  if  he  had  yet 
procured  us  a  pass  to  the  establishment ;  to  which  the  old 
fellow  replied,  with  a  degree  of  indignation  that  showed 
some  personal  feeling  on  the  subject : 

"  No,  sa  I  he  be  no  use  talk  'bout  dat.  S'pose  Christian 
go  dare,  he  be  spoil  for  dis  people." 
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"  Well  done  old  chap  I"  said  I,  "  you  have  more  pluck 
and  more  sincerity  than  I  have  been  giving  you  credit  for ; 
but  in  the  meantime,  what  are  all  these  slippers  about  the 
steps?" 

"People  leave  him  when  he  go  in." 

There  were  so  many,  and  Moorish  slippers  are  so  much 
alike  in  size,  shape  and  color — generally  yellow — ^that  I  was 
puzzled  to  knpw  how  the  owners  could  identify  them ;  but 
while  I  was  thinking  on  the  subject,  a  gentleman  of  burnt- 
coffee  complexion  came  out,  and  casting  a  single  glance  at 
us,  and  another  at  the  shoal  of  slippers,  walked  right  into  a 
pair,  and  went  on  without  stooping  to  take  a  second  look. 
The  operation  was  performed  so  quickly,  that  I  do  not  yet 
know  whether  he  knew  his  own  slippers  by  their  location, 
or  some  mark  invisible  to  Christian  eyes ;  or  whether  by 
some  unusual  instinct  the  toes  were  led  to  their  own  houses, 
or  whether  the  gentleman  considered  it  a  matter  of  no 
importance  whose  morocco  covered  his  unsightly  members, 
so  long  as  it  was  orthodox  in  shape.  The  articles  are  worn 
slip-shod,  and  as  they  come  no  higher  than  the  lower  part 
of  the  instep,  there  is  not  much  variety  in  size. 

"  Hamed,  are  such  things  never  stolen  ?" 

"  Oh  no,  sa  I"  with  a  significant  grunt,  and  a  shrug  of  the 
left  shoulder. 

"  Never,  Hamed  ?" 

"No,  nevar,  sal  S'pose  he  steal  him,  he  cut  off  he 
hand !" 

'Travellers,  especially  those  who  try  to  depreciate  the 
claims  of  Christianity  by  comparing  it  with  inferior  systems 
of  religion,  are  fond  of  commenting  on  the  honesty  of 
Turks,  Arabs,  and  other  followers  of  th^ 
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attribnte  it  to  the  teachings  and  "  moral  force "  of  the 
Koran.  The  injunctions  of  the  Koran  on  this  subject  are, 
80  &r  as  they  go,  very  sound ;  but  we  think  it  likely  that 
the  fear  of  losing  a  hand,  for  the  first  serious  neglect  of  this 
virtue  in  transactions  among  themselves,  has  a  good  deal  to 
do  in  giving  ^^  moral  force^^  to  the  precepts  of  Mohammed. 
That  his  followers  have  no  great  regard  for  the  abstract  vir- 
tue of  honesty,  may  be  seen  in  the  feet,  that,  where  the  fear 
of  serious  penalty  was  not  before  their  eyes,  Arabs,  Moors, 
and  other  mussulmand  have  been  for  centuries  the  most 
daring  and  cruel  robbers  in  the  world.  Honesty  would 
become  a  very  common  virtue  in  Christendom  if  we  were  to 
chop  off  the  "itching  palms"  of  our  light-fingered  gentry. 
Two-handed  property  would  go  up  at  the  south. 

Through  a  side  door  in  the  vestibule  we  caught  a  glimpse 
of  a  part  of  the  interior  of  the  mosque.  It  is  a  spacious, 
unomamented  circular  apartment ;  the  floor  of  which  is 
tessellated,  and  without  furniture.  The  posture  which  the 
Moors  assume  in  offering  their  prayers,  bringing  the  knees, 
elbows  and  forehead  to  the  floor,  is  Bignificantly  appropriate 
to  rebel  suppliants.  It  speaks  the  language  of  conscious 
guilt  and  unworthiness,  and  a  heartfelt  penitence  which 
seeks  to  hide  its  sins  in  the  dust.  How  much  more  becom- 
ing to  a  sinner  pleading  for  mercy,  than  the  standing,  or 
sitting  attitude,  so  general  in  the  Christian  churches  of 
America !  Let  the  deserts  of  Ethiopia  reprove  our  sloth 
and  pride  I 

I  imagined  that  Hamed  had  visions  of  bastinado  before 
him,  for  he  was  quite  restless  while  we  remained  near  the 
door,  and  several  times  invited  us  to  "come  on."  We 
found  our  market-made  acquaintance,  "the  Jfw^»  in  his 
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shop,  an  apartment  on  the  second  floor  of  his  spacious 
house.  His  stock  in  trade  consisted,  mainly,  in  those  round 
cushions  which  in  this  country  supply  the  place  of  chairs; 
morocco  slippers;  gaudy  and  coarse  silks  and  velvets; 
ready-made  Moorish  garments ;  sandal  wood;  ottar  of  rose, 
and  other  perfumes;  amber  and  other  beads,  used  by 
Mohanmiedans  in  telling  their  prayers;  pipes  of  many  shapes 
and  sizes,  and  earthen  jars.  The  cushions,  made  of  richly- 
colored  morocco  leather,  are  ornamented  profusely  with 
figures  in  gold  and  silver  tinsel,  and  bright  silks.  Slippers 
are  ornamented  in  the  same  way,  to  which  are  added,  some- 
times, jewels  of  glass,  or  precious  stone.  We  visited  other 
Jewish  establishments,  but  the  stock  in  trade  presented  but 
little  variety.  Cushions,  coarse  silks,  slippers,  pipes,  and 
amber  beads,  were  the  staple  articles.  Along  the  main 
street  the  Moorish  bazaars  hung  out  their  miscellaneous 
wares,  inviting  custom;  making  up  in  variety  what  they 
lacked  in  quality.  Stalls  of  candies,  old  iron,  hot  coffee^ 
native  drugs,  gun-smiths'  shops,  and  blacksmiths'  shops 
succeeded  each  other  in  noisy  disorder.  Clouds  of  opium 
smoke,  loud  talking  and  small  sales,  seemed  to  be  the  order 
of  the  day  with  them ;  and  we  soon  found  that  if  we  wanted 
anything  valuable,  we  must  get  it  from  the  Jews,  for  the 
trade  of  Tangier  is  in  their  hands.  We  returned  to  the 
house  of ''  the  Jew,"  and  after  much  talking  and  jewing,  on 
the  part  of  both  Jew  and  Gentile,  purchased  half  a  dozen 
cushions,  at  two  dollars  each ;  as  many  p^s  of  slippers,  the 
plain  at  a  dollar,  and  the  tinsel-embroidered  at  two  dollars 
a  pair ;  and  as  many  vials  of  ottar  of  rose,  containing  thirty 
drops  each  at  forty-eight  cents  apiece. 
The  Jewish  women,  who  are  very  beautiful,  walk  the 
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Streets  unyeiled.  Their  costome,  though  two  or  three 
thousand  years  behind  the  age,  is,  to  my  taste,  more  beau- 
tiful, and  more  appropriate  to  the  sex,  than  any  of  the  styles 
which  the  beau  monde  has  produced  in  many  centuries. 
The  outer  garment,  or  gown,  is  generally  of  rich  velvet  or 
heavy  silk,  close  fitting  body,  flowing  sleeves,  and  open  in 
front,  d  la  robe  de  chambre  ;  bordered  around  and  in  front 
with  gold  or  silver  lace,  turned  back  at  the  comers  with 
some  brightly  colored  silk,  displaying  an  underskirt  of 
elaborate  needle-work.  "  She  maketh  herself  coverings  of 
tapestry ;  her  clothing  is  silk  and  purple."  The  luxuriant 
tresses  for  which  JewiA  women  are  everywhere  celebrated 
are  with  these  supported  in  silken  nets  which  hang  down 
the  back,  often  reaching  the  waist.  The  head  and  shoulders 
are  generally  covered  with  an  ample  veil  of  lace,  or  other 
light  fabric,  fastened  to  the  hair  by  brilliant  pins.  The 
upper  angle  of  this  head-dress  is  brought  to  a  point  on  the 
centre  of  the  forehead,  where  it  terminates  in  a  rosette,  con- 
taining ornaments  of  gold  and  jewels  in  proportion  to  the 
taste  and  means  of  the  wearer.  Solomon  recommends 
that  certain  excellent  qualities  be  as  prominent  in  the 
character  "as  frontlets  between  thine  eyes."  Anglo- 
Saxon  women  have  a  considerable  advance  yet  to  make,  in 
refinement  of  taste,  before  they  can  equal  those  chaste  and 
attractive  styles  of  personal  adornment  which  the  daughters 
of  Judah  have  possessed  for  lo  these  thousands  of  years !  In- 
deed it  requires  an  eye  disciplined  in  the  beauty  of  lines, 
and  harmony  of  colors,  to  appreciate  their  taste ;  and  this 
discipline  the  women  of  England  and  America  never  can 
have  while  they  are  content  to  be  imitators  of  the  tawdry 
and  novelty-loving  milliners  of  Paris.    The  style  of  features 
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among  the  Jewesses  of  Tangiers  is  purely  Jewish :  in  com- 
plexion  they  are  generally  brunette. 

The  Jews  resident  in  Morocco  are  confined  to  the  towns, 
where  they  occupy  a  degraded  position,  civilly  and  socially. 
Though  natives  of  the  country,  orderly  members  of  society, 
and  generally  men  of  education  and  intelligence,  they  are 
debarred  all  civil  honors  and  privileges ;  their  grievance^ 
seldom  receive  redress,  indeed  seldom  a  hearing ;  they  are 
enormously  taxed ;  and  when,  by  dint  of  enterprise  and  in- 
dustry, they  amass  wealth,  it  is  often  taken  from  them 
under  fidse  pretexts.  The  dress  and  the  pursuits  of  the 
males  are  prescribed  by  tyrannical  officials ;  the  most  abject 
Moor  is  the  social  superior  of  the  most  wealthy  Jew ;  yet, 
despite  all  these  embarrassments,  they  are  the  most  thrifty 
portion  of  the  communities  where  they  reside,  and  the  main 
supporters  of  the  treasury  of  the  Empire.  Like  the  Jews 
of  other  countries  where  they  are  much  oppressed,  they  are 
quite  religious,  and,  so  far  as  allowed,  observe  their  feasts 
and  Sabbaths.  The  " London  Jews'  Society"  supports  an 
ordained  missionary  here.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the 
prospect  for  making  them  Christians  is  as  good  as  the  pro- 
spect for  their  becoming  Mohammedans.  Occasionally  a 
zealous  Moor  shows  some  desire  to  proselyte  by  stealing  a 
child,  and  submitting  it  to  a  certain  Mahommedan  rite  in 
the  presence  of  witnesses,  makes  a  convert  nolens  volens. 
The  child  may  then  be  taken  from  its  parents,  on  plea  that 
it  is  "  a  believer."  The  Roman  Catholics  in  parts  of  Europe 
make  converts  in  the  same  way.  I  was  told  an  interesting 
story  of  a  little  girl  who  was  stolen  in  this  way  from  her 
parents  in  Tangier,  and— but  I  have  no  room  for  a  story  at 
present.    I  left  my  friend  at  a  Jew's  shop  admiring  some 
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amber  beads  of  unusual  size,  and  two  pretty  Jewesses  who, 
strange  to  say,  seemed  to  have  business,  wherever  we  went 
among  their  class.  They  were,  no  doubt,  pleased  with  the 
fine  figure  and  neat  uniform  of  my  companion.  He  said 
something  whea  he  went  aboard  about  the  attraction  of  the 
chaplain's  spectacles ;  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  spec- 
tacled gentlemen  are  not  generally  popular  with  the  ladies. 

At  the  consultate  I  found  Dr.  C,  Capt.  S.  and  Lieut.  A., 
all  about  to  start  for  the  palace  of  the  Bashaw,  under 
guidance  of  Mr.  Brown.  Before  leaving  his  premises,  Mr. 
B.  took  us  to  his  stables  to  show  us  his  "  fine  barb,**  a 
pretty  creature  of  five  years  of  age,  in  excellent  condition 
and  full  of  life,  yet,  gentle  as  a  fawn.  The  horse  of  Barbary 
is  too  well  known  among  us  to  need  description  in  detail 
here.  Those  that  we  saw  in  the  streets  of  Tangier  were  not 
generally  larger  than  our  Texan  mustangs,  though  some- 
what taller.  Like  the  mustangs,  they  seemed  better  formed 
for  endurance  than  speed,  yet,  in  long  races,  they  are  said 
to  be  superior  to  the  English  race-horse.  Barbs  of  average 
qualities  may  be  bought  here  for  one  hundred  dollars  each. 

Before  reaching  the  top  of  the  hill  on  which  the  palace  of 
the  Bashaw  is  built,  we  passed  a  guard  of  soldiers,  among 
whom  were  some  bond  fide  Africans.  The  Moorish  soldiers 
are  distinguished  from  the  common  people  by  the  side  arms, 
powder-horns  and  bullet-pouches  which  they  wear  con- 
stantly ;  and  by  the  head-dress,  which  is  a  close  fitting 
jockey  cap,  having  a  cape  behind  to  protect  the  back  of  the 
neck  from  the  sun.  They  are  savage,  but  very  unmilitary 
looking  fellows.  We  had  a  hot  but  interesting  walk  around 
the  outer  wall  of  the  palace  and  garden.  How  much  the 
gentlemen  of  our  party  dedred  to  stroll  in  ti^ose  shady 
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paths,  and  walk  around  that  interesting  harem — all  harems 
are  interesting  to  Americans — ^is  not  for  me  to  say ;  but  the 
Bashaw  was  absent  and  there  was  no  one  else  who  had  the 
authority  to  admit  us.  The  palace  is  an  enormous  collection 
of  stone  and  mortar,  thrown  together  in  Moorish  style,  but 
without  ornament.  It  is  surrounded  by  a  high  wall,  whidi 
gives  it  the  appearance  of  a  penitentiary,  and  such,  doubt- 
less, many  an  imfortunate  lass  has  found  it.  Its  chief 
characteristic  is  white  wall,  and  its  defect,  ''excess  of 
characteristic."  Descending  toward  the  lower  part  of  the 
town,  Mr.  Brown  left  us,  and  we  continued  our  walk.  I 
was  sorry  that  my  engagement  to  take  a  walk  in  the 
country  with  Hamed  in  the  evening  prevented  my  accept- 
ing his  invitation  to  dinner;  but  our  flag  did  not  lade 
worthy  representatives  on  that  occasion. 

Under  the  guidance  of  Hamed  we  now  turned  our  steps 
toward  the  residence  of  our  Consular  agent  for  Mogadore,  to 
pay  our  respects  to  his  family — he  was  absent — and  more 
particularly  to  see  his  daughter  Hadra,  said  to  be  the  most 
beautiful  and  accomplished  Jewess  in  Tangier.  Think  of 
it,  reader  I  these  grave  and  dignified  representatives  of  the 
various  departments  in  our  squadron,  a  fleet  surgeon,  a 
captain  of  mariues,  a  flag  lieutenant,  a  watch-officer — ^Lieut. 
R.,  whom  we  picked  up  on  the  way — a  purser,  if  I  remember 
rightly,  and  a  chaplain,  posting  through  dusty  streets  and 
breezeless  lanes,  with  the  thermometer  at  90°  in  the  shade, 
to  see — what  ?    A  pretty  girl  I 

However,  we  were  ashore  to  see  things  beautiful  and  in- 
teresting— why  not  go  to  see  a  lady  who  was  both  ?  ''  Dis 
him,"  said  Hamed,  halting  before  the  gateway  of  a  large 
house.    We  passed  through  the  arch,  and,  led  by  a  porter. 
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entered  the  open  court  in  the  centre  of  the  building.  A 
fountain,  playing  in  the  centre  of  the  court,  cooled  the  idr ; 
flowers,  in  pots  and  beds,  sent  up  delightful  odors ;  and  all 
the  appointments  around  indicated  the  luxury,  oriental 
taste,  and  wealth  of  the  occupants.  We  were  shown  into  a 
richly  furnished  apartment  on  the  second  floor,  where  Jew- 
ish tapestry,  Turkish  carpets,  French  plate-glass  mirrors, 
Moorish  cushions,  and  English  chairs,  united  in  making  a 
gorgeous  and  elegant  display.  The  lady  of  the  house  was 
too  sensible' and  well-bred  to  keep  her  visitors  waiting ;  she 
appeared  before  we  had  taken  our  seats,  and,  though  quite 
in  dishabille,  as  an  American  lady  would  think,  made  no 
apology.  She  did  not  understand  English,  but  spoke 
French  and  Spanish  fluently.  We  asked  for  the  young 
lady,  but  she  answered  that  the  Miss  was  indisposed,  and 
could  not  be  seen.  Miaeroa  nos  !  The  caption  twisted  his 
moustache ;  A.  felt  for  his  tobacco ;  R.  smoothed  his  beard, 
and  looked  wondrous  funny,  and,  taken  all  together,  we 
would  have  made  an  interesting  group  for  a  comic  almanac. 
However,  in  the  interesting  conversation  of  the  noble  lady 
of  our  Jewish  representative,  we  were  amply  repaid  for  our 
walk. 

I  left  my  shipmates  in  the  street,  and,  after  taking  a 
luncheon  of  "  bread  and  cheese  and  beer  "  at  a  hotel  kept 
by  an  English  lady,  proceeded  with  Hamed  for  a  country 
walk. 

The  coimtry  around  Tangier  is,  for  miles,  uninhabited. 
It  is  hilly ;  the  hUls  are  covered  with  grass  and  bramble, 
but  woodless,  and  the  scenery  is  uninteresting.  The  road 
was  dusty  and  lonely,  and  before  we  reached  the  end  of  the 
second  mile  I  began  to  think  that  I  was  not  acting  very 
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prudently  in  thus  exposing  myself  among  a  treaoherous 
people.  I  was  about  to  speak  my  thoughts  when  Hamed 
said: 

"  He  betta  stop,  sa." 

"Why  so?" 

"So  be,  sal" 

"I'd  like  to  know,  Hamed,  whether  you  are  afraid  to  go 
further,  or  too  lazy  to  walk?" 

Hamed's  shrug,  as  I  emphasized  the  last  words,  showed 
me  that  I  struck  the  true  reason. 

"  Look,  sa  I  people  come." 

A  caravan  of  camels,  donkeys,  and  Moors  was  coming 
round  the  foot  of  a  hill,  half  a  mile  distant ;  we  sat  down, 
and  when  they  came  up,  joined  in  with  them  to  return  to 
the  city.  Hamed  spoke  a  good  word  for  me,  and  one  of 
them  became  quite  communicative.  I  asked  him  to  diow 
me  his  musket — a  Moor  never  goes  a  mile  from  home  with- 
out a  gun — which  he  did,  after  shaking  the  powder  from  the 
pan.  Those  muskets  are  remarkable  for  their  length,  the 
thinness  of  the  barrel,  and  the  lightness  of  the  stock.  The 
butt  of  the  stock  is  made  to  fit  the  shoulder  like  the  head 
of  a  crutch.  This,  like  others  that  I  noticed,  was  pro- 
fusely mounted  with  figures  in  brass  and  ivory.  I  asked 
permission  to  discharge  it,  but  he  shook  his  head.  The 
camels  wef e  "  nine  day  "  in  the  interior,  laden  with  grain, 
wax,  black  soap,  and  hides  or  leather,  I  could  not  under- 
stand which.  The  wheat  of  Morocco,  known  among  us  as 
the  Barbary  wheat,  is  a  large  and  full  grain  of  red  husk, 
much  like  the  wheat  of  Madeira  and  the  Canaries,  but 
larger.  I  procured  a  peck  of  it,  but  before  I  reached 
America  it  was  entirely  destroyed  by  wecvili>    I  asked  the 
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Moor  how  they  preserved  wheat  from  this  insect  in  his 
ootmtry.  He  said :  by  burying  it  in  the  ground ;  and  that, 
in  that  condition,  it  would  keep  for  years. 

These  camels  are  the  Arabian,  or  one-humped,  species, 
commonly  called  dromedaries.  I  told  Hamed  to  catch  me 
one  of  the  young  camels  that  followed  in  the  caravan,  that 
I  might  take  a  near  survey  of  his  mouse-colored  coat.  The 
little  creature  seemed  quite  willing  for  Hamed  to  touch 
him,  but  when  I,  an  infidel,  put  my  hand  on  his  prophet- 
consecrated  shoulder,  the  beast  made  a  sudden  spring, 
knocked  me  down,  and  ran  over  me,  to  the  great  delight 
of  the  Moors.  His  dam  took  after  Hamed  with  pricked 
ears  and  open  mouth,  and  the  way  that  gentleman's  slippers 
and  turban  disappeared  over  the  hill  was  interesting  even 
to  me.  As  I  brushed  the  dust  from  my  clothes,  I  be- 
thought me  of  a  popular  individual  in  the  Land  of  Washing- 
ton, who  figures  largely  in  stump  and  temperance  speeches 
imder  the  name  of  "  the  boy  that  the  calf  ran  over.*' 

"  The  Jew "  was  standing  at  his  door  as  we  passed,  and 
invited  me  in  to  drink  a  little  arrdkee.  Pleased  with  an 
opportunity  of  tasting  that  classic  beverage,  I  consented, 
and  drank  his  health  in  a  glass  a  little  larger  than  a 
thimble.  If,  in  attempting  to  describe  it,  I  should  say  that 
it  is  not  precisely  like  gin,  you  would  infer  that  I  am 
acquainted  with  gin ;  and  if  I  were  to  add  neither  is  it  like 
whisky,  you  might  say  that  I  am  a  judge  of  that  vulgar 
drink ;  and  if  I  were,  still  further,  to  add  that  it  bears  some 
resemblance  to  a  mixture  of  both,  with  a  dash  of  orgeat 
cordial,  you  would  say,  the  gentleman  is  quite  a  connoisseur 
in  liquors,  and  this  would  be  a  poor  compliment  to  my 
doth;  so  I  will  say  nothing  about  it.     I  took  leave  of 
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Hamed  on  the  beadi,  after  trusting  him  to  go  back  to  the 
city  with  a  sovereign  to  change  it.    As  I  stepped  into  the 
boat,  he  said: 
"  You  think  Hamed  good  man,  sa?" 
"Yes,"  said  I,  "Hamed  is  a  good  man,  and  honest.^' 
He  went  away  satisfied,  muttering  to  himself  the  words 
in  which  he  recommended  his  services : 

"  Hamed  good  man — eberybody  know  Hamed !" 
The  Moors  of  this  vicinity  are  a  mixed  race,  representing 
the  blood  of  the  Arab,  the  Berber,  and  the  African.  They 
call  themselves  Mooslim^  or  believers,  to  distinguish  them 
from  those  tribes  of  the  country  who  have  not  so  fully 
embraced  Mahometanism.  Their  hair  is  straight  and  dark ; 
their  skin  is  ol  every  shade  from  blonde  to  black ;  features 
small,  and  generally  of  aquiline  tendency.  Their  eyes  and 
teeth  are  beautiful ;  and  in  figure  they  are  tail  and  slender 
and  well  proportioned.  They  are  indolent,  taciturn,  selfish 
and  treacherous.  The  city  contains  about  twelve  thousand. 
Tangier  is  supposed  to  have  been  founded  by  Sophax, 
who  was  believed  to  have  been  the  son  of  Hercules  and 
Tinga ;  the  city  he  named  after  his  mother.  In  the  Greek 
of  Plutarch  it  is  called  Tingene ;  and,  according  to  Strabo, 
it  has  been  called  Tinga,  Linga,  and  Lizus.  Some  believe 
the  city  to  have  been  built  by  AntSBUs,  the  first  husband 
of  Tinga.  It  is  certain  that  it  was  rebuilt  by  JuUus  Caesar 
as  the  centre  of  a  Roman  colony  planted  by  him.  A  ffew 
ruins,  a  short  distance  to  the  northeast  of  the  present  city, 
mark  the  site  of  the  old  town.  It  was  besieged  and  taken 
by  Sertorius,  who,  hearing  the  natives  speak  of  the  giant 
size  of  Antaeus,  to  gratify  his  curiosity  opened  his  tomb, 
and  was  so  overwhelmed  at  the  proportions  of  the  skeleton. 
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that  he  offered  eacrifice  to  it  and  restored  it  to  its 
place. 

Henry  of  Portugal  possessed  himself  of  Tangier  in  the 
fifteenth  century ;  and  since  that  time  it  has  been  held  for 
short  periods  by  many  European  powers.  It  was  given  to 
England  as  a  marriage  portion  with  Catherine  when  she 
became  the  wife  of  Charles  the  Second,  but  in  1684  they 
demolished  its  forts  and  abandoned  it. 

The  conmierce  of  Tangier  is  insignificant,  but  an  active 
trade  in  poultry,  meats,  and  vegetables  is  kept  up  between 
it  and  Gibraltar.  Grain,  beeswax,  and  leather  are  the  chief 
articles  of  exportation.  The  insecurity  of  property  in  this 
country,  where  the  will  of  the  emperor  is  the  only  law,  is, 
perhaps,  the  chief  reason  why  foreign  merchants  do  not 
form  establishments  here.  It  was  the  opinion  of  our  enter- 
prising consul,  Mr.  Brown,  that  he  would  be  able  to  make 
such  terms  with  the  emperor  as  would  place  American 
trade  with  Tangier  on  a  sure  footing.  It  is  backed  by  a 
healthy  and  productive  country,  and  may  one  day  be  a 
commercial  port  of  great  importance.  Not,  however,  till 
the  crescent  wanes,  and  the  day-spring  dawns. 

As  I  gazed  on  the  receding  shore  the  following  evening, 
my  thoughts  were  with  "the  Jew"  and  his  down-trodden 
brethren ;  and  as  I  remembered  the  motto  on  the  posts  of 
his  door,  and  those  of  other  Jews,  "  Hear,  O  Israel,  the 
Lord  our  God  is  one !"  I  felt  it  in  my  heart  to  pray  that 
they  might  soon  add  to  it  the  motto  of  the  New  and  better 
Covenant:  "And  this  is  Eternal  Life;  to  know  thee,  the 
only  true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ  whom  thou  hast  sent." 
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Africa  is,  in  all  respects,  a  land  of  deep  shades.  As  the 
voyager  approaclies  the  western  shores  of  its  intertropical 
regions,  he  beholds  them  enveloped  in  a  dense  haze,  and 
beneath  this  gloomy  pall  his  imagination  spreads  the  Tnld 
charms,  the  bloody  rites  and  the  exuberant  deformities  of 
savage  life.  As  he  enters  the  mysterious  borders  he  beholds 
turbid  rivers,  deep  and  sombre  forests,  impenetrable  jungles 
and  offensive  swamps,  and  a  race  of  beings  upon  whom 
night  has  set  her  ine&ceable  signet.  The  physical  aspects 
which  Nature  here  presents  are  to  him  symbolic,  and  their 
many-voiced  utterances  tell  of  the  moral  and  intellectual 
darkness  which  covers  the  people. 

Yet  Africa  is  a  land  of  sunshine,  and,  without  a  paradox, 
the  light  and  darkness  dwell  together.  Above  the  Harmat- 
tan  fog,  which  generally  disappears  before  noon,  the  sky  is 
clear  and  cloudless,  and  the  sun  shines  in  his  strength ;  and 
the  bosom  of  the  dense  forests,  beneath  whose  luxuriant 
foliage  men  walk  in  deep  shadows,  glistens  in^he  light  of 
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eternal  summer.    Why  may  we  not  regard  these  facts,  also, 
as  symbols  which  nature  has  himg  out  to  speak  the  present 
or  the  future  of  intellectual  and  spiritual  Africa  ?    Symbols, 
and  significant  symbols  they  are ;  but  as  we  read  the  former 
and  nearer  as  descriptive  of  the  present,  we  must  read  the 
latter  and  more  remote  as  prophetic.    An  intellectual  and 
spiritual  dust  fog,  gloomy  and  death-bearing,  now  reigns 
over  Africa;  but  when  the  noon  of  the  race  shall  have 
come,  the  increasing  light  will  dissipate  the  clouds.    Ignor- 
ance and  superstition,  like  the  thick  foliage  of  her  forests, 
spread  abroad  a  deadly  shade,  but  when  the  hands  of  Reli- 
gion and  Science  have  torn  away  and  rooted  out  these 
natural  growths,  the  unobstructed  rays  of  the  Sim  of 
Righteousness,  beaming  spiritual  and  intellectual  light,  shall 
fall  upon  the  long  shaded  race ;  and  when  these  obstruc- 
tions are  removed,  her  light  may  be  as  bright  and  enduring 
as  her  darkness  has  been  deep  and  hideous.    But  if  dark- 
ness is  the  characteristic  of  the  moral  aspect  which  Africa 
presents,  we  may  safely  say  that  thick  darkness  covers  the 
origin  and  the  history,  of  her  hundred  tribes,  their  many 
languages,  and  religious  rites. 
Bid  the  Phcsnicians  circiunnavigate  this  continent  ? 
If  they  did  not,  how  did  they  find  out  that  beyond  cer- 
tain latitudes  "  the  sun  is  on  the  right  hand,"  or  north, 
"casting  shadows  to  the  lefl,"  or  south;  and  that  Africa  is 
not  connected  with  any  other  continent  than  that  of  Asia, 
by  the  isthmus  of  Suez  ?    If  they  did,  how  in  their  tiny 
barks  did  they  survive  the  stormy  waters  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  and  the  tempestuous  waves  which  roll  continu- 
ally on  the  southern  and  western  shores.    How  did  they 
proviaon  themselves?      If  they  landed  at  intervals  and 
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sowed  and  reaped  crops  of  grain — ^as  is  clidmed  for  them — 
how  did  they  escape  the  pestilences  of  the  coast  so  fetal  to 
the  unacclimated  ?  Considering  their  ignorance  of  geogra- 
phy, navigation,  and  the  astronomy  of  southern  skies,  by 
what  laws  did  they  find  their  way  ?  To  attempt  to  follow 
the  line  of  the  coast  would  be  fetal,  even  in  these  days  of 
giant  ships  and  accurate  navigation. 

These  are  questions  which  will  likely  remain  forever 
unanswered. 

Whatever  Necho  and  his  subjects  may  have  known  of  the 
conformation  and  resources  of  Africa,  nothing  that  they 
revealed  was  considered  reliable  or  profitable  by  the  gene- 
rations immediately  following.  Polybius  tells  us  that  in  his 
time  it  was  not  known  whether  Africa  was  united  to 
another  continent  at  the  south,  or  surrounded  by  the  sea 
Strabo  makes  no  pretension  to  knowledge  on  the  subject ; 
and  Ptolemy,  the  most  learned  of  ancient  geographers, 
describes  it  as  becoming  "  broader  and  broader  toward  the 
south,"  and  "  reaching  the*  south  pole."  Cape  Non,  or 
Nun,  was  long  the  nan  plies  ultra  of  the  ancients  on  the 
West  Coast;  but  there  is  reason  for  believing  that  the 
Carthaginian  fleet  under  Hanno  doubled  that  stormy  cape 
and  explored  the  shores  as  fer  as  Sherbro  Sound ;  and  also, 
that,  in  their  trading  expeditions,  they  penetrated  fer  into 
Central  Africa.  It  is  evident,  from  certain  remains  found 
on  the  banks  of  the  Niger,  that  the  Egyptians  once  had 
commerce  with  the  tribes  of  the  interior,  but  it  is  not  likely 
that  they  ever  reached  the  shores  or  tribes  of  the  West 
Coast.  Herodotus,  and  Endrisi,  an  Arabian  geographer, 
make  mention  of  a  great  river  in  Africa  which  the  latter 
denominates  "  the  Nile  of  the  negroes."     T^m  ia  perhaps, 
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identical  with  the  Oir  of  Ptolemy  and  the  Niger  of  modem 
geographers. 

We  suggest  that  in  a  miion  of  these  names  NiU  and  Qir 
we  have  the  etymology  of  the  term  Niger. 

In  speaking  of  this  continent,  we  must  ever  bear  in  mind 
that  the  Africa — Africa  Propria — and  Ethiopia  of  the 
classic  and  inspired  writers  are  to  the  north  of  the  southern 
borders  of  the  Great  Desert.  What  is  to  us  Africa  proper, 
they  called  Africa  Interior;  but  in  a  few  instances,  we  find 
them  applying  the  terms  Ethiopia  and  Africa,  as  general 
terms,  to  the  entire  continent. 

The  Africa  of  the  modems  is  entirely  to  the  south  of  the 
Sahara;  and  their  Ethiopia  is  a  large  interior  district, 
not  very  accurately  defined,  extending  some  seven  degrees 
on  each  side  of  the  equator.  But  we  have  said  enough  of 
the  distant  and  dubious  past. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  fifteenth  century  the  noble  and 
enterpnsing  Henry,  Prince  of  Portugal,  fitted  out  several 
expeditions  for  the  purpose  of  exploring  the  shores  of 
Western  Africa.  To  one  of  the  first,  and  the  most  profit- 
able, of  these  expeditions  we  have  referred  in  our  account 
of  the  discovery  of  Madeira.  The  attention  which  the 
prince  bestowed  on  the  newly-found  islands  arrested  for  a 
while  the  progress  of  the  coast  explorations ;  but  in  1433 
they  were  resumed  with  new  courage,  and  GilHanez,  com- 
mander of  an  expedition,  after  doubling  Cape  Bojador,  re- 
turned with  glowing  accounts  of  the  broad  land  beyond. 
Emboldened  by  their  successful  passage  of  the  stormy 
cape,*  they  renewed  their  efforts  to  penetrate  still  ftirther, 

•  I  cannot  find  sufficient  authoritj  for  believing  that  the  French  of 
Kormandy  doubled  Cape  Bojador  before  the  Portuguese.^  ^  GoOqIc 
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and,  in  order  to  secure  the  newlj  discovered  territoriefl  to 
the  crown  of  Portugal,  Henry  apphed  to  Pope  Martin  V. 
for  a  title  to  that  effect.  In  those  days,  islands  and  conti* 
nents,  as  well  as  thrones  and  kingdoms,  were  in  the  gift  of 
the  Roman  Pontiff;  and,  in  order  to  show  his  approval  of 
the  efforts  of  the  young  prince,  and  also  to  reward  him  for 
his  outlay,  Martin  made  a  grant,  assigning  to  Portugal  all 
lands  and  islands  which  had  been  or  might  be  discovered 
between  Cape  Bojador  and  the  East  Indies. 

So  far  was  this  grant  respected  by  the  sovereigns  of 
Europe  that,  in  the  time  of  Edward  IV.,  a  company  of 
Englishmen  who  were  preparing  to  sail  to  Africa,  on  a  voy- 
age of  discovery,  were  stopped  by  that  prince,  who  gave  as 
a  reason  for  his  interference,  that  he  had  just  been  informed 
of  the  Pope's  grant.  Before  the  death  of  Henry,  which 
occurred  in  1463,  Antonio  Gonzales  and  Nuno  Tristan 
explored  the  coast  as  far  as  Sierra  Leone. 

During  the  greater  part  of  the  reign  of  Alfonso,  suc- 
cessor to  Henry,  Fernando  Gomez  formed  the  trade  of  the 
coast,  paying  to  the  crown  for  this  exclusive  privilege  five 
hundred  ducats  annually ;  also  pledging  himself  to  explore 
the  coast  five  hundred  leagues  southward.  He  fiilfiUed  his 
engagement ;  and  before  the  year  1481,  his  navigators  had 
surveyed  the  coast  as  far  south  as  the  Congo. 

John  U.,  successor  to  Alfonso,  established  trading  sta- 
tions, and  built  several  forts,  on  the  coast  of  Guinea;  com- 
pleted a  survey  of  the  shore  as  far  as  the  Cape  of  Q<K>d 
Hope,  and  by  his  navigator,  Gama,  found  communication 
with  India  by  the  highway  of  the  seas. 

The  attention  of  Europe  was  now  turned  to  the  new  coa* 
tinent  which  Columbus  had  given  to  the  world,  and  the 
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Portuguese  enjoyed  a  century  of  undisturbed  and  profitable 
trade  with  the  Ivory  and  Gold  Coasts  of  Africa. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth  century,  the  demand 
jfor  laborers,  in  the  rich  and  widening  fields  of  the  West 
Indies  and  Spanish  America,  suggested  the  idea  of  making 
a  profitable  trade,  by  buying  negroes  in  Africa  and  selling 
them  in  the  markets  of  the  new  world.  The  Portuguese, 
who  had  already  entered  the  slave  trade  between  the  coast 
and  the  markets  of  Europe,  now  established  lines  of  slavers 
between  the  towns  of  Guinea  and  St.  Domingo.  The 
profitableness  of  this  trade  soon  attracted  the  attention  of 
the  Dutch,  who  were  then  in  the  height  of  their  maritime 
glory.  With  such  an  appeal  to  their  cupidity,  and  the 
growing  disposition  of  the  age  to  question  the  authority  of 
popes  in  things  temporal,  Martin's  grant  of  exclusive  pos- 
session and  right  of  trade  to  Portugal  was  no  longer  heeded. 
They  anchored  their  vessels  off  the  trading  settlements, 
entered  the  forts  by  force,  and  so  completely  took  the 
trade  into  their  own  hands,  that,  at  the  close  of  1637,  there 
was  not  a  Portuguese  trading  station  on  the  Gold  Coast. 
The  English  followed  the  example  of  the  Dutch,  drove 
them  in  turn  from  several  of  their  forts,  of  which  we  shall 
speak  more  particularly  under  appropriate  heads,  and  for 
many  years  the  Briti^  lion  fattened  himself  on  the  lion's 
share  of  the  African  slave  trade.  His  conscience  did  not 
Uien  interfere  with  his  digestion ;  he  hunted,  ate,  and  slept 
well ;  and  his  coat  became  smooth  and  glossy.  Some  will 
have  it,  that  he  was  a  grown  lion  then — that  the  relative 
positions  of  conscience  and  stomach  were  permanently 
fixed — ^that  they  are  now  in  statu  quo — and  that  if  his 
peptic  strength  is  not  now  what  it  was  then,  ^ojnethip^ 
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Other  than  moral  sensibility  interferes  with  the  capacity  of 
his  powerful  organs  to  assimilate  snch  food.  We  are  dis- 
posed, however,  to  attribute  only  the  best  of  qnalitieB  to 
the  noble  and  venerable  brute ;  and  to  hope  that,  like 
some  other  heaven-^vored  sinners,  he  has  been  blest  with 
an  increase  of  conscientious  sensibility  in  his  old  age. 
The  English  were  followed  by  the  Spimish  and  French, 
and  of  their  trade  and  settlements  we  shall  speak  here- 
after. 

The  bounds  of  what  is  termed  the  West  Coast  are  not 
uniformly  defined  by  geographers,  but  for  our  present  pur- 
pose we  shall  consider  it  as  embracing  all  that  part  of  the 
African  coast  which  lies  between  the  southern  borders  of 
the  Great  Desert,  and  the  country  of  the  Cimbebas,  which 
is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Benguela,  and  on  the  south  by 
the  land  of  the  Hottentots.  West  Africa  may  be  divided 
into  three  grand  divisions,  namely,  Senegambia,  Upper 
Guinea,  and  Lower  Guinea.  The  coast  of  Upper  Guinea  is 
divided  into  Liberia,  which  extends  from  the  Grallinas 
River  to  the  San  Pedro ;  the  Ivory  Coast,  which  extends 
from  San  Pedro  to  Cape  Three  Points ;  the  Gold  Coast, 
which  lies  between  Cape  Three  Points  and  Cape  St.  Paul ; 
and  the  Coast  of  the  Gulf^  or  Bight,  of  Benin,  sometimes 
called  the  Slave  Coast,  which  is  comprised  between  Cape 
St.  Paul  and  the  mouths  of  the  Niger.  Lower  Guinea  may 
be  divided  into  four  divisions — ^the  Coast  of  Biafra,  the 
Coast  of  Loango,  the  Coast  of  Angola,  and  the  Coast  of 
Benguela.    So  much  for  the  geography  of  the  coast. 

From  another  standpoint  we  behold  Western  Africa 
under  three  conditions,  each  having  its  own  period : 

L  As  the  theatre  of  exploration  and  discovery.    . 

oogle 
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n.  As  the  theatre  of  wars,  piracy,  slaving,  and  all  forms 
of  crime. 

m.  As  coming  nnder  the  influence  of  civilization  and 
Christianity. 

It  may  not  be  inappropriate  to  conclude  this  chapter  with 
a  few  remarks  on  the  trade  of  Senegal  River,  and  the  town 
of  St.  Louis,  the  most  northern  of  the  trading  stations  on 
the  West  Coast. 

We  went  in  the  direction  of  St.  Louis  as  far  as  the  island 
of  Goree,  which  is  near  the  mouth  of  the  Senegal.  The 
pleasure  of  seeing  for  ourselves,  and  gathering  information 
on  the  spot  was  denied  us  ;  but  the  following  facts,  which 
we  gathered  from  resident  merchants  of  the  adjoining 
trading  town,  Bathurst,  English  and  American  traders,  and 
reliable  authors,  may  meet  most  of  the  questions  which  the 
reader  will  ask  concerning  such  a  place. 

In  the  year  1637,  the  French  made  a  settlement  on  aa 
island  in  the  mouth  of  the  Senegal,  and  there  subsequently 
built  a  town  which,  in  honor  of  Louis  XIV^  they  called 
Saint  Louis.  If  the  reader  wants  to  know  how  that  noto- 
rious sinner  came  to  be  a  saint,  we  would,  as  the  most 
probable  solution  of  his  question,  remind  him  of  an  <dd 
song  which  runs  thus  : 

"  The  Devil  got  sick, 

The  Devil  a  saint  would  be , 
The  Devil  got  well, 

Then  devil  a  saint  was  he." 

This  town  was  taken  by  the  British  in  1756,  but  was  re- 
covered by  the  French  in  1779.  During  the  French  Revo- 
lution, it  fell  again  into  the  hands  of  the  British,  but  was 
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ceded  to  France  at  the  restoration  of  the  Bourbons.  By 
treaty  with  the  natives,  France  has  possessed  hereelf  of  ex- 
tensive tracts  on  each  side  of  the  river,  and  for  many  years 
has  enjoyed  exclusively  the  trade  of  an  immense  district. 
This  trade  has  always  been  profitable.  Among  the  natives 
they  found  ready  purchasers  for  guinea  cloth — colored  cot- 
tons— beads  and  trinkets  of  French  manufacture,  for  which 
they  receive  in  return  ivory,  gold  dust,  doves,  and  gmn 
Senegal — gum  of  the  acacia.  The  first  named  article  they 
continue  to  gather  in  large  quantities,  for  which  they  give, 
in  trade,  five  cents  a  pound.  Ivory  and  gold  are  not  so 
abundant  as  formerly,  but  beeswax  and  hides  have  come 
into  market,  and  the  pea-nut — aground  pea  of  the  south — 
being  found  valuable  in  commerce,  is  so  extensively  pro- 
duced by  the  natives,  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  that  it  is 
now  the  staple  article. 

Pea-nuts  are  bought  here  at  sixty  cents  a  bushel,  trade 
consideration,  and  exported  to  France,  where  they  are 
manufactured  into  olive  oil  I  Do  you  doubt  the  correctness 
of  the  statement,  look  at  the  label  of  your  bottle  of  salad 
oil ;  there  it  is,  written  in  letters  of  gold,  ^^  HuUe  d*  OHve^^ 
and  remember  that  the  oil  manufactured  in  France  from 
olives  would  not  be  sufficient  to  supply  the  city  of  Paris  if 
used  exclusively.  However,  there  is  nothing  in  a  name. 
The  pea-nut  olive  oil  is  of  excellent  quality  when  properly 
refined. 

The  gum  Senegal  is  gathered  by  the  tribes  of  the  neigh- 
boring Sahara,  who,  at  a  certain  season,  repair  in  vast  cara- 
vans, men,  women  and  children,  on  camels  and  horses,  to 
the  vast  acacia  forests  which  cover  the  lands  of  the  upper 
waters  of  the  Senegal.    Here  they  spend^-several 
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gathering  the  gum,  which  is  found  on  the  extenor  bark  of 
the  tree,  in  hard  globules  the  size  of  a  pigeon's  egg.  When 
they  have  laden  themselves  and  their  beasts,  they  descend 
to  a  town  on  the  lower  waters,  at  which  an  annual  fair  is 
held,  and  where  they  are  met  by  the  French  merchants. 
At  a  giy^i  signal  the  fair  is  opened,  and  lying  on  the  part 
of  the  natives,  cheating  on  the  part  of  the  French,  noise, 
broils  and  merriment,  are  kept  up  for  several  days. 

The  country  near  the  Atlantic  partakes  of  the  character 
of  the  neighboring  desert ;  it  is  flat,  sandy  and  barren.  A 
French  officer,  who  surveyed  and  explored  the  river  for 
several  hundred  miles  into  the  interior,  informs  us,  that  in 
the  lower  sixty  leagues  the  inclination  of  the  river  bed  is 
but  two  feet.  St.  Louis  and  its  vicinity  are  said  to  be  more 
healthy  for  Europeans  than  most  places  further  south.  But 
even  here  the  life  of  the  European  is  short ;  dysentery  and 
African  fever  prevail,  at  times  carrying  off  almost  the  entire 
white  population.  The  tribes  in  the  vicinity  are  of  mixed 
blood,  representing  the  Negro  and  "  the  Moora  (Berbers 
most  likely)  of  the  desert."  They  are  ^Mohammedans  in 
their  religion ;  and  though  they  have  had  Jesuit  missiona- 
ries and  schools  among  them  half  a  century,  conducted  with 
the  wisdom,  scheming  and  zeal  which  characterize  every- 
where the  operations  of  that  order,  but  little  has  been  done 
in  the  way  of  making  them  Christians,  or  even  giving  them 
a  favorable  impression  of  Christianity.  At  present  there 
are  two  or  three  young  men  in  Parris,  sons  of  native  princes, 
who  are  receiving  instructions  in  commerce  and  the  Romish 
feith.  The  following  figures  will  show  the  rapidity  with 
which  trade  has  increased  in  this  section,  and  its  present 
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A  reliable  French  author,  M.  Philip  Kerhallet,  states, 
that  in  1833  the  importations  were  worth  three  milUons  of 
francs — ezportations  a  little  more.  In  1846,  the  French 
trade  of  Senegal  was,  importations  seven  millions  of  francs, 
exportations  over  sixteen  millions  I  At  present  the  trade 
with  Senegal  employs  over  two  hundred  vessels  and  over 
two  thousand  seamen.  It  is  steadily  and  rapidly  increasing, 
and  in  1858  was  worth  over  ten  millions  of  dollars.  The 
present  value  of  the  trade  on  this  one  river,  its  rapid  increase, 
and  the  readiness  with  which — ^as  in  the  case  of  the  pea-nut 
— an  insignificant  article  has  been  made  a  staple  article  in 
agriculture  and  commerce,  will  surprise  many  readers. 
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CHAPTER   IV. 

GAMBIA    BIYEB. 

**  Here  lof^  treet  to  andeDt  song  unknown, 
The  noble  lone  of  potent  heat|  end  floode 
Prone-rushing  firom  Uie  clouds,  rear  high  to  He4T*n 
Their  thorny  stems,  and  broad  around  them  throw 
Meridian  gloom.** 

Bough  Sailing — ^An  African  Pilot— Civilization  and  Religion — Gambia 
fiiTer — ^Moonlight  Visions — Historic  Associations— Early  Settlers  and 
Ex]dorer8 — ^Islands  of  the  Riyer — Trade  of  the  Oambia— Bathurst — 
Missionaries  and  Mission  Stations— Tribes  of  the  Banks — ^An  old  Ac- 
quaintance— Ciyilization  advancing. 

SsYSBAL  days  spent  in  cruising  oyer  tlie  restless  waters 
whicli  divide  the  Cape  Verd  Islands  from  the  African  coast, 
gave  us  an  intense  appetite  for  land  breezes,  and  brought 
us  to  that  point  of  humility  in  the  eyes  of  Neptune  which 
accepts  of  "  any  port  in  a  storm.'*  They  were  terrible  days, 
followed  by  still  more  terrible  nights.  Days  and  nights  of 
"  close  hauled"  sailing,  angry  seas,  closed  ports,  wet  decks, 
fearfril  pitching,  terrific  rolling ;  bilious  headaches,  deupood- 
ing  hearts,  sour  looks,  cross  answers ;  ennui,  nausea,  and 
general  discontent ;  but  as  we  ploughed  our  wide  way  into 
greener  waters  and  the  soundings  indicated  our  approach 
to  land,  £tces  grew  brighter  ;  and  as  the  seas  subsided,  our 
spirits  rose.  This  is  certainly  the  most  restless  and  un- 
pleasant portion  of  the  Atlantic ;  it  is  swept  by  the  North- 
east Trades,  which  here  attain  their  maxmamjr  force,  and 
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for  at  least  nine  months  of  the  year  the  boisterous  winds 
and  foam-crested  craves  take  no  repose.  Woe  to  the  poor 
cruiser  who  has  to  beat  against  them  on  his  windward  course  ; 
let  him  expect  days  of  darkness,  for  they  shall  be  many ! 

In  my  memoranda  of  those  cheerless  times,  I  find  the 
following:  "Feb.  16th.  Sick  to-day— sea-sick,  head-sick, 
heart-sick,  home-sick  1  Mem. — ^Never  go  to  sea  again  ! 
Take  the  Black-jack  Ridge,  or  the  Alligator  Swamp  Mits- 
sions  in  preference !  Abraham  Pennington — ^bright  be  my 
memories  of  his  virtuous  life  1 — was  near  the  truth  when  he 
said  that '  the  devil  has  control  of  the  elements  sometimes.* 
This  must  be  one  of  his  ball-grounds,  and  our  oflicers,  our 
men,  our  ship  even,  feel  the  influence  of  his  music ;  and  a 
pretty  dance  the  old  gentleman  has  been  leading  ns  for  the 
past  three  days.  The  seaforing  life  is  an  unnatural  one. 
God  made  the  dry  land  for  man,  and  he  should  stay  on  it  I 
but  if  he  will  be  ^  fool,  and  tempt  the  dangerous  deep,  he 
must  take  the  consequences.  So,  pipe  on  ye  winds  and 
teach  me  some  sense  1"  This  is  not  a  very  amiable  note ; 
but  if  the  reader  has  ever  been  sea-sick,  he  will  understand 
it ;  and  if  he  has  not,  let  him  be  very  charitable  toward  its 
feults,  for  he  may  be  searsick  himself  some  day. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  of  February,  1857,  we  were 
near  the  bar  of  the  mouth  of  the  Gambia  river  and  twenty 
miles  from  the  land,  which  was  obscured  by  a  deep  haze. 
We  hove  to,  and  made  signal  for  a  pilot  by  firing  a  gun. 
At  noon,  a  stout  little  vessel  of  English  rig  came  alongside, 
and  a  naked  gentleman,  tall,  dignified  and  black,  made  his 
appearance  on  the  quarter-deck.  Advancing  to  the  com^ 
mander,  he  introduced  himself  with  a  low  bow  and  a  scrapo 
of  his  right  foot,  Baying-  ,,,.,,  ,,GoogIe 
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"I'se  de  pilit,  sa." 

"  Do  you  speak  English  ?"  said  the  captain. 

"  Oh  ya,  sa !     I'se  b'long  to  de  English  town." 

"  Don't  pilots  wear  clothes  in  your  country  ?"  said  the 
officer,  as  he  made  deliberate  survey  of  the  ebony  Adonis 
before  him. 

"  Oh  ya,  sa !"  he  replied,  casting  a  glance  at  a  small  bun- 
dle under  his  arm,  "  I'se  tend  to  him  bim  by,"  and  without 
further  ceremony  he  mounted  the  horse-block  with  the  air 
of  an  admiral,  saying,  "  S'pose  you  fill-away,  Cap'n,  de  tide 
be  flood." 

He  was  the  lion  of  the  hour ;  a  fine  specimen  of  the  half- 
civilized  African ;  nor  was  there  any  mistaking  the  type  of 
his  civilization.  With  all  the  self-possession  of  the  English- 
man and  the  pomposity  of  the  African,  he  played  the  cock- 
ney well,  in  spite  of  bis  breechless  exterior,  and  gave  us  a 
fisfcvorable  impression  of  the  young  England  of  the  Gambia. 
While  the  officer  of  the  deck  was  "  making  sail,"  he  went 
to  the  main  gangway,  where  he  unrolled  his  bundle  of  rags, 
and  after  several  attempts  to  get  his  head  and  arms  through 
iixe  proper  holes,  worked  himself  into  a  shirt  that  had  evi- 
dently seen  better  days  ;  and  then  drew  on  three-quartcra 
of  a  pair  of  breeches,  composed  of  a  front,  a  waist-band,  a 
leg  and  a  hal^  and  two  pockets.  He  completed  his  toilet, 
which  I  was  impolite  enough  to  witness  with  a  great  deal 
of  interest,  by  putting  on  the  topless  crown  of  a  straw  hat. 
I  handed  him  the  spy-glass,  with  which  I  had  been  trying 
to  find  the  land,  and  which  he  put  under  his  arm,  d  la  milL 
taire^  and  now,  in  the  full  dress  of  a  run-away  scare-crow, 
presented  the  most  interesting  union  of  the  dignified  and 
ridiculous  that  mortal  eyes  ever  beheld.  ^        , 
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Bat  I  found  him  interesting  in  other  respects.  He  was 
well  acqusdnted  with  the  tra^e  of  the  riyer,  the  officers  and 
missionaries  of  the  station,  and  informed  me,  with  much 
pride  of  manner,  that  he  had  received  all  his  education  from 
the  missionaries.  On  learning  my  office  on  board,  he  be- 
came quite  conununicative ;  said  that  for  many  years  he 
had  been  a  Wesleyan  Methodist ;  and  from  his  conversation 
I  doubt  not  that  he  read  his  Bible  with  profit,  that  he  was 
a  sincere  Methodist  and  a  humble  Christian,  and  that  within 
that  dark  casket  and  ungainly  exterior  there  was  a  precious 
jewel,  even  a  ransomed  and  regenerated  soul.  We  shall 
see,  in  our  further  acquaintance  with  Africsm  humanity, 
that  a  good  degree  of  scriptural  intelligence  and  personal 
rel^ion  is  not  incompatible  with  the  half  civilized  state. 
We  advanced  slowly  up  the  smooth  and  sunlit  waters  of 
the  nugestio  Gambia,  and  an  hour  before  sunset  dropped 
anchor  off  the  island  of  St.  Mary's  and  abreast  of  the 
pretty  town  of  Batburst.  The  English  flag  was  saluted 
with  twenty-one  guns,  and  the  compliment  was  speedily 
returned.  The  flag-lieutenant  visited  the  governor  with 
the  respects  of  the  commodore,  and  a  party  of  Engli^ 
officers  from  the  garrison  came  off  and  spent  the  evening  in 
our  ward-room  in  a  jolly  way.  I  remained  on  the  quarter- 
deck until  a  late  hour,  enjoying  the  soft  breath  of  evening 
and  the  clear  moonlight.  The  stillness  of  the  ni^t,  the 
glistening,  quiet  river,  the  silvery  voice  of  the  gentle  ripple, 
the  slumbering  woods,  all  contrasted  so  favorably  with  the 
scenery  and  discomfort  of  the  previous  evening,  that  I  was 
loth  to  retire  to  my  dark  little  room.  Cheerfulness  and 
gratitude  had  succeeded  to  self-reproach  and  discontent, 
and  visions  of  my  loved  home  &r  away,  scenes  and  persons 
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£rom  the  history  of  the  Gambia  mingled  with  fancies  bom 
of  the  wild  forest  around,  all  blending  softly  yet  obscurely, 
as  the  deep  shadow  of  the  woods  blent  with  the  dark  bosom 
of  the  river. 

Who  has  not  read  "  Mungo  Park's  Travels  in  Africa  ?*' 
and  who  that  has  read  them  can  £ul  to  associate  his  name 
with  the  Gambia?  Long  as  its  mighty  floods  i^all  roll  to 
the  Atlantic,  the  music  of  the  wave  on  its  shores  dudl  sound 
reqni^ns  in  the  ears  of  civilized  men  to  the  memories  of 
Thompson  and  Park.  The  Portuguese  established  defaces 
for  the  protection  of  their  traders  on  this  river  in  the  early 
part  of  the  16th  century,  and  for  more  than  a  hundred  years 
reaped  golden  harvests  from  the  trade  in  ivory  and  gold 
dust  which  they  carried  on  with  the  tribes  of  its  banks. 
But  though  it  is  likely  that  they  penetrated  far  into  the 
interior,  their  observations  contributed  but  little  toward 
unfolding  the  geography  or  ethnography  of  Africa.  Qold 
was  the  debasing  object  of  their  pursuit,  until  they  entered 
that  trade  which  is,  of  all  others,  the  most  degrading  to  the 
feelings  and  intellect  of  those  who  pursue  it,  namely,  slave 
hunting.  With  such  objects  before  them,  their  eyes  were 
cloeed  to  the  majestic  forms,  and  brilliant  garb,  and  varied 
life,  which  nature  here  presents. 

It  is  claimed  for  commercial  men  and  trading  adventurers 
that  they  have  contributed  most  toward  extending  our 
knowledge  of  geography  and  mankind,  and  in  promoting 
civilization.  We  grant  that  they  have  done  much ;  but  be 
it  remembered  that  they  have  performed  only  a  secondary 
part  in  these  works. 

In  the  tropical  as  in  frigid  zones,  the  most  successful  ex- 
plorers have  been  men  who  were  actuated  by  nobler  motives 
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than  the  pursuit  of  gain.  Prince  H«iry  of  Portugal,  Mungo 
Park,  the  Landers,  Wilson,  Bowen,  Livingstone,  Barth, 
Franklin,  and  Kane,  were  men  whose  adventures  were 
prompted  by  incentives  to  which  the  mere  trader  is  a 
stranger. 

Li  1618  a  company  was  formed  in  England  for  the  pur- 
pose of  exploring  the  Gambia.  Richard  Thompson  was  sent 
out  at  the  head  of  a  small  party,  and  furnished  with  ten 
thousand  dollars  worth  of  goods  and  trinkets,  by  distribut- 
ing which  he  hoped  to  gain  the  good  will  of  the  natives,  and 
pursue  his  course  to  the  headwaters  of  the  river.  He  arrived 
safely  on  the  coast  in  a  vessel  called  the  Catharine,  and  pro- 
ceeded up  the  river  as  &r  as  Kissan,  a  fortified  town  occu- 
pied by  Portuguese  traders.  The  traders,  who  considered 
themselves  the  rightful  owners  of  all  western  Africa,  re- 
ceived him  with  coolness,  and  watched  his  movements  with 
jealousy.  Here  he  left  his  vessel  and  most  of  her  crew,  and 
pushed  up  the  river  in  small  boats ;  but  soon  after  bis  depar- 
ture, his  men  in  the  vessel  were  murdered  by  the  natives, 
urged  on  by  the  Portuguese.  Thompson  never  returned ; 
and  his  fate  is  unknown. 

Two  years  after  his  departure,  Richard  Jobson  was  sent 
out,  and  at  the  head  of  a  small  party  sailed  up  the  Grambia, 
in  small  boats,  to  a  point  more  than  a  hundred  miles  above 
the  falls  of  Baraconda,  now  the  head  of  navigation,  and 
three  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  the  coast.  He  was  the 
first  to  give  any  reliable  account  of  the  country  on  the  upper 
waters,  the  people  and  their  habits.  The  natives  told  him 
that  Thompson  had  been  murdered  by  his  own  crew ;  but 
as  none  of  that  crew  were  ever  after  found,  it  is  likely  that 
they  were  all  massacred  by  the  natives  at  the  kistigation  (tf 
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the  traders.  He  was  informed  by  one  Bnchar  Sano,  a  native 
merchant,  that  &r  np  the  stream  there  was  a  country  of 
mach  gold ;  but  afler  continuing  his  course  three  months  he 
returned  without  seeing  the  Beulah  of  his  hopes. 

Hearing  of  this  land  of  gold,  Vermuyden,  a  merchant  who 
had  resided  Bome  time  on  the  river,  led  another  expedition 
up  the  stream  in  1615,  but  did  not  advance  more  than  a  hun- 
dred miles  beyond  the  falls.  Nothing  more  was  done  by 
the  Englisb  until  1723,  when  Captain  Stibbs  was  sent  out, 
by  a  company,  in  command  of  a  small  party.  The  idea  now 
prevsdled  in  Europe  that  the  Gambia  was  a  branch  of  the 
Xigcr,  and  by  continuing  upward  Stibbs  hoped  to  enter  that 
stream.  Sickness,  and  other  mishaps  attended  his  expedi- 
tion, and  after  going  sixty  miles  beyond  the  fidls  he  was 
compelled  to  return.  In  1791,  under  the  patronage  of  the  A^ 
rican  Company,  Major  Houghton,  a  gentleman  of  rank,  in- 
telligence,  and  sanguine  spirit,  undertook  the  hopeless  task 
of  exploring  the  Gambia,  by  travelling  along  its  banks  on 
foot  and  alone.  Don  Quixote's  charge  on  the  windmill  was 
wisdom  compared  with  this  undertaking.  The  noble  man 
was  lured  from  his  course  by  a  party  of  Moors,  who,  after 
robbing  him  of  his  last  garment,  left  him  to  perish  in  the 
forest.  Mnngo  Park  entered  these  waters  in  1795,  but  after 
going  some  distance  up  stream,  pursued  his  journey  over^ 
land,  and  by  dint  of  a  brazen  constitution  and  unusual  com- 
mon sense,  worked  his  way  among  the  natives  until  he 
reached  the  cool  waters  of  the  Niger  at  a  point  near  a  thou- 
sand miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  Gambia. 

He  saw  the  great  river  flowing  eastward,  and  satisfied 
with  the  r^ult  of  his  adventure,  and  full  of  thrilling  expe- 
riences of  life  .among  the  negroes,  he  retunied  tc^J^gland, 
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where  he  was  received  as  one  irom  the  dead.  The  souroe 
of  the  Gambia,  and  the  oouitry  on  its  headwaters  are  not 
yet  accurately  known,  but  enough  is  ascertained  to  dissipate 
the  idea  of  its  connection  with  the  Niger,  sxtd  the  romantie 
accounts  of  cities  of  gold  glittering  on  its  upper  banks. 

There  are  several  iidands  in  this  river.  St.  James  was  set- 
tled by  the  Afirican  Company — ^English — ^in  1724  ;  and  Jo«r, 
a  hundred  miles  from  the  sea,  about  the  same  time.  On 
Macarthy's  Island,  two  hundred  miles  up  the  river,  there  is 
a  large  trading  town,  a  fort,  a  Methodist  churdi,  and  a 
schoolhouse.  To  this  point  the  river  is  navigable  for  vessels 
of  large  draught,  and  a  small  war-steamer  plies  between  here 
and  Bathurst,  superintending  the  interests  of  England.  The 
Portuguese,  long  ago,  retired  from  its  banks,  the  French 
have  lately  resigned  their  forts  here,  and  the  trade  is  now 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  English.  To  their  liberality, 
however,  be  it  said,  that  they  give  every  facility  and  encou- 
ragement to  the  shipping  of  the  United  States.  Their  forts 
and  possessions  at  Bathurst,  and  on  Cape  St.  Mary's,  com- 
mand the  west  side  of  the  river ;  and  on  the  eastern  shore 
they  have  lately  purchased  from  the  Barras  a  tract  one  mile 
wide  and  thirty  miles  long.  Here,  as  at  Senegal,  the  culti- 
vation of  the  pea-nut  has  been  encouraged,  and  the  crop 
may  now  be  estimated  at  two  millions  and  a  half  of  bui^els. 
Of  this  quantity,  a  million  bushels  are  purchased  for  the 
French  markets,  and  the  remainder  are  exported  to  Eng- 
land, Germany,  and  America. 

The  American  traders  who  visit  this  river  deal  mostly  in 
hides,  horns,  and  beeswax ;  but  with  them,  also,  the  pea-nut 
will  soon  become  the  staple  article.  Wild  honey  is  brought 
down  the  river  in  considerable  quantities,  and^is  boucrht  for 
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the  German  markets.  These  articles  are  all  brought  to 
Bathurst  in  canoes ;  and  some  idea  of  the  valae  of  labor  in 
Africa  may  be  formed  by  considering  that  half  a  dozen  men 
will  spend  five  or  six  days  in  bringing  ten  bushels  of  these 
nuts  to  market,  and  then  exchange  them  for  articles  on 
which  the  merchant  makes  two  or  three  hundred  per  cent, 
profit,  at  the  I'ate  of  sixty  cents  a  bushel.  We  say  nothiug 
of  the  labor  bestowed  to  produce  them.  It  is  likely  that  the 
present  (1858)  value  of  the  export  and  import  trade  of 
the  Grsmbia  is  over  five  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  the 
vessels  from  Salem  and  New  York  will  take  one  sixth  of 
it. 

Bathurst  was  settled  in  the  year  1816,  called  after  Earl 
Bathurst,  a  gentleman  whose  virtues  Pope  thought  fit  to 
immortalize  in  verse.  The  island  on  which  it  stands,  St. 
Mary's,  is  four  miles  long  ^id  one  broad ;  it  is  a  delta  of  the 
Gambia,  raised  on  the  inland  side  by  the  alluvium  of  the 
river,  and  on  the  seaward  side  by  sand  thrown  up  by  the 
action  of  the  waves.  A  mangrove  swamp  occupies  a  large 
poilion  of  it,  and  the  vast  quantity  of  mud  which  is  exposed 
to  the  action  of  the  sun  at  low  water,  must  contribute  greatly 
to  the  known  unhealthiness  of  the  island.  In  this  mud,  along 
the  water's  edge,  I  found  quantities  of  those  delicious  bi- 
valves of  the  genus  oatrea^  known  in  America  as  cockles,  or 
scallops.  The  town  presents  a  neat  and  business-like  aspect. 
The  houses  occupied  by  the  traders,  missionaries,  and  go- 
vernment officials,  are  built  of  stone,  and  are  tasty  and  sub- 
stantial. In  the  business,  or  dry  season,  canoes  throng  the 
beach,  and  negroes,  of  twenty  tribes,  keep  the  streets  in  an 
uproar  with  their  noisy  chattering.  The  native  residents  on 
the  island  represent  six  or  eight  tribes,  and-sgg^kQ^^ggj^ 
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languages,  each  language  comprising  several  dialects.  They 
number  five  thousand. 

On  the  morning  of  the  18th,  in  company  with  Dr.  C^,  I 
called  on  the  Rev.  John  Bridgart,  superintendent  of  the 
Wesleyan  Missions  on  the  Gambia,  and  his  co-laborer,  Rev. 
Alex.  F.  Gumey.  These  gentlemen  received  us  with  much 
cordiality ;  showed  us  through  the  mission  premises,  school- 
house,  and  chapel — all  comfortable  and  substantial  build- 
ings of  stone,  and  kept  in  good  order. 

The  school,  which  has  an  average  attendance  of  three 
hundred,  is  conducted  on  sound,  common-sense  principles ; 
and  the  instruction  imparted,  in  English,  is  of  a  practical 
character.  The  teachers  are  native  converts,  themselves 
graduates  of  this  school,  modest  and  intelligent  men.  Most 
of  the  scholars  have  forsaken  the  religion  of  their  fathers, 
many  of  them  are  worthy  members  of  the  church,  and  will 
soon  return  as  missionaries  to  their  several  tribes.  This 
mission  field,  which  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Wesleyan 
Methodists,  is  in  a  most  promising  condition,  and  though 
young,  the  fruits  are  now  visible.  Connected  with  the 
chapels  of  St.  Mary  and  Barras  there  are  now  about  six 
hundred  members;  thirty  of  whom  are  Sabbath-school 
teachers,  nine  local  preachers,  and  four  teachers  of  day- 
schools.  On  Macarthy's  Island  there  are  two  chapels,  with  a 
membership  of  near  three  hundred,  seven  of  whom  are  local 
preachers,  three  teachers  of  day  and  eighteen  of  Sabbath- 
schools.  The  number  of  day  scholars  in  this  mission  exceeds 
six  hundred,  many  of  whom  are  adults.  The  attendance  of 
the  Sabbath-schools  is  much  larger. 

These  results  demand  comment,  and  more  especially  in 
view  of  tho  common  impression  that  iPgi^zJ^K?^^^^^  mission 
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fields  occapied  by  the  church,  Africa  is  the  least  pro- 
ductiTe ;  but  we  forbear  for  the  present.  The  converts  are 
prepared  for  membership  by  long  trial,  and  careful  instruc- 
tion, but  notwithstanding,  there  are  occasional  relapses,  not 
into  barbarism,  but  into  sin — ^the  sins  of  civilized  men.  I 
am  inclined  to  think,  however,  that  in  these  churches,  the 
nim[iber  of  consistent  and  zealous  Christians  bears  as  large 
a  proportion  to  the  whole  number  of  members,  as  may  be 
found  in  most  of  the  churches  of  America  or  England. 

The  climate  of  the  Gambia  is  in  all  respects  tropical. 
There  are  but  two  seasons — the  wet  and  the  dry.  The 
rainy  season  commences  in  June  and  ends  in  December; 
then  it  is  that  &tal  fevers  prevail,  and  missionaries  fall  in 
the  midst  of  their  labors.  There  are  stations  on  the  coast 
more  unhealthy  than  this,  but,  even  here,  the  strongest  con- 
stitution may  not  hope  to  survive  more  than  four  or  lave 
years.  It  is  an  occasion  of  gratitude  and  encouragement 
that  so  much  has  been  accomplished  in  view  of  the  constant 
changes  and  fearful  mortality  among  the  missionaries. 
What  but  an  intelligent  sense  of  duty,  and  that  sense  how 
strong  I  could  sustain  men  in  such  arduous  labors,  staring 
death  in  the  face  continually,  exiled  from  civilization  and 
most  of  its  blessings,  looking  forward  to  a  grave  among 
strangers,  and  a  tomb  which  the  tears  of  afTection  may  not 
consecrate  to  the  slumbers  of  the  beloved;  and  all  this 
without  hope  of  any  earthly  reward  or  honor!  Truly  such 
men  are  heroes ;  but,  because  their  motives  are  too  high  for 
the  appreciation  of  the  multitude,  their  names  will  not  mark 
the  feding  annals  of  worldly  greatness. 

The  most  important  and  influential  of  the  surrounding 
tribes,  are  the  Jollife  and  Barras.    In  physical  appearance 
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and  in  manners  the  former  resemble  the  Mandingoes,  the 
most  intelligent  people  of  the  western  coast,  and  the  roots 
of  their  language  indicate  a  common  origin.  They  are 
above  mediam  height,  erect  and  bony,  and  perhaps  a  shade 
darker  than  the  Mandingoes.  Their  features  are  regular, 
feet  and  hands  small,  and  but  for  the  wool,  might  pass  for 
black  Moors.  They  are  more  industrious  and  intelligent 
than  many  of  the  neighbormg  tribes,  owing  doubtless  to  the 
fact,  that,  centuries  ago,  they  embraced  Mohammedanism . 
Perhaps  this  feet  will  also  account  for  their  more  intel- 
lectual cast  of  countenance.  Although  professed  followers 
of  the  Prophet,  they  retain  many  of  the  superstitions  of 
their  nK)re  barbarous  estate;  particularly  their  love  of 
charms  or  amulets,  which  they  believe  possess  power  to 
resist  evil  spirits  and  evil  influences.  These  are  of  various 
forms— carved  teeth  of  certain  animals,  small  leathern 
pouches  handsomely  embroidered,  containing  texts  from 
the  Koran,  etc.  I  have  seen  as  many  as  a  dozen  of  these 
on  one  person,  suspended  from  the  neck  and  wrists,  and 
worked  into  the  hair.  The  missionaries  do  not  find  them 
so  accessible  as  their  less  intelligent  neighbors,  but  the 
qualities  which  make  them  firm  in  their  present  religion, 
will,  when  they  are  converted,  make  them  zealous  and  con- 
sistent Christians.  A  few  of  these  are,  however,  numbered 
in  the  triumphs  of  the  Wesleyan  missions. 

We  met  several  JoUife  and  others  from  some  of  the  semi- 
Mohammedanized  tribes,  in  full  Moorish  costume,  but  they 
were  dignitaries.  The  dress  which  a  majority  of  the  JoUifi 
wear,  is  a  cool  garb  even  for  Africa,  consisting  of  a  turban, 
amulets,  a  shirt,  and  a  pair  of  sandals.  The  residents  and 
natives  of  St.  Mary's  imitate  the  European  (St^le^of  dress, 

igrtize     y  ^ 


GAMBIA  BITSB.  69 

and  progress  in  it  as  they  advance  in  intelligence,  so  that  in 
a  given  case  one  might  estimate  the  degree  of  civilization 
by  the  amount  of  breeches.  The  huts  are  built  of  cane  or 
other  wicker-work,  are  covered  with  palm  lea^  and  gene- 
rally enjoy  the  shade  of  the  palm  or  plantain.  While  stroll- 
ing in  the  outskirts  of  Bathurst,  we  were  invited  into  a  hut 
of  unusual  neatness,  surroxmded  by  a  garden  inclosed  by  a 
bamboo  fence.  We  entered  the  low  door  and  seated  our- 
selves on  stools  placed  in  the  centre  of  the  apartment  for 
our  accommodation,  and  one  of  the  three  female  occupants 
brought  us  some  excellent  palm  wine  in  clean,  fresh-looking 
gourds.  They  seemed  pleased  that  we  enjoyed  their  wine, 
thanked  us  for  the  visit,  and  told  us  that  they  were  mem- 
bers of  the  mission  chapel.  We  finished  our  day's  walk  by 
visiting  the  graveyard  of  the  whites — a  grassy  hill  over- 
looking the  sea.  Here  the  gold-hunter,  the  explorer,  the 
slave-hunter,  the  soldier  and  the  missionary,  sleep  side  by 
side^  awaiting  the  day  of  revelation  and  the  rewards  of  their 
toil.  Which  will  be  caUed  "the  fanatic"  then?  Who 
then  "the  fool?"  Who  will  then  be  pronounced  wise? 
blessed  are  they,  for  they  shall  shine  as  the  stars  in  the 
firmament  for  ever  and  ever ! 

In  passing  through  the  native  market  next  morning  in 
company  with  Lieut.  M.,  our  attention  was  arrested  by  a 
stand  of  ginger  cakes  and  beer^  behind  which  sat  an  old 
black  woman  in  a  neat  calico  dress  and  white  headkerchie^ 
with  the  unmistakable  tie  and  set  of  the  low  country  house- 
girl  of  the  Southern  States. 

"  This  reminds  me  of  Georgia,"  said  one  of  the  party. 

"  I  come  from  dare  1"  exclaimed  the  old  lady,  rising  to 
her  feet.  ^        i 
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•e  ?"  asked  L^eut.  M. 

uma." 

•ur  name  ?" 

you  live  ?" 
r  House,'  mossa." 

low  Col.  M.  ?"  said  I,  refermg  to  the  &ther 
lion,  an  old  and  distinguished    citizen  of 

^asa  I"  said  she,  mentioning  at  the  same  time 

iveral  of  his  family. 

L  know  Julian  now  ?"  said  I,  casting  a  glanoe 

«sa ;  Jule  be  little  boy,  den.'* 
is  man,"  said  I. 

moment,  and  grasping  his  hand,  exclaimed : 

lelp  my  poor  sonl,  if  this  aint  moss  Jule ! 

Praise  de  Lord !    I  see  some  my  people 

id  many  inquiries  after  old  fiiends,  a  sketch 
ace    she    left   Georgia,  and    the    tondiing 

ake  a-me  back  to  my  people  ?" 
that  this  was  impossible,  and  emptying  the 
purse  into  her  hands^  bid  her  good  bye  with 
). 

>der  and  sister  of  Andrew  Marshal  ohurch," 
I  been  see  heap  trouble;  but  my  Jesus  been 
;ry  meet  um  ober  yonder." 
!  she  had  been  set  free  at  the  age  of  forty, 
eria;  but  her  husband  becoming  dissatisfied, 
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came  to  this  place,  where  he  died,  leaving  her  helpless :  but 
the  white  residents  buy  her  cakes,  and  she  makes  a  scanty 
living.  That  evening  the  missionaries  visited  our  ship,  and 
I  enjoyed  sweet  commimion  with  them  for  several  hours. 
Noble  men  I  sincere  Christians!  Intelligent  gentlemen! 
God  spare  them  and  bless  them  in  their  loved  employ ! 

Next  morning  our  beautiful  ship  unfolded  her  white 
wings  to  the  wind,  and  as  if  refreshed  by  her  repose  in  the 
quiet  river,  dashed  swiftly  on  toward  the  spray  and  the 
wave.  Civilization  is  advancing  even  in  Africa.  The  roar 
of  cannon,  the  plunging  of  heavy  anchors,  the  rush  of  the 
paddle-wheel,  have  disturbed  the  gambols  of  the  hippopo- 
tami, and  the  river-horse  no  longer  rolls  in  the  lower 
floods  of  the  Gambia.  The  lion,  the  leopard,  and  the  stately 
elephant  are  disappearing  from  its  banks;  the  mimick- 
ing paiTot  has  already  carried  the  echoes  of  the  steam- 
whistle  into  the  deep  forests  of  the  interior — the  voice  of  a 
bird  telling  the  dawn  of  a  coming  day — and  after  them  shall 
follow,  with  slow  but  steady  tread,  the  heralds  of  religion 
and  the  sons  of  trade.  The  march  of  humanity  is 
"  onward !"  Progress  is  inevitable,  and  "  knowledge  shall 
be  increased  unto  the  end,"  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts  I 
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Green  Waters  Again — Entrknce  of  the  Sierra  Leone — Ashore  on  the  Bar 
— The  Sailor's  LoTe  for  his  Ship — Sabhath  Morning  in  Sierra  Leone 
— ^Freetown — ^Looking  for  a  Methodist  Church — English  Distinctions 
of  Church  and  Chapel— Congregations  of  Natives— Natiye  Preachers 
— Good  Reading — Disappomtment  No.  3 — Wesleyan  Chapel — Metho- 
dist Liturgy — An  Intelligent  Congregation — A  Troublesome  Nose — 
Good  Sm^ng — Christian  Sympathy  superior  to  Prejudice — Mrs.  Stove 
in  Africa — ^Rer.  Mr.  Teal  of  the  English  Methodist  Mission — Sierra 
Leone. 

"Geeen  waters,  again!"  said  the  officer,  just  relieved 
from  the  morning  watch,  as  he  passed  through  the  ward- 
room to  his  berth.  In  a  moment  we  imagined  that  our  ship 
pitched  more  lightly,  and  persuading  our  feet  into  a  pair  of 
India-rubber  overalls,  ascended  to  the  quarter-deck  for  a 
mouthful  of  fresh  air.  An  hour  after  wo  made  signal  for  a 
pilot,  and  early  in  the  afternoon  another  breechesless  Anglo- 
African,  venerable  and  greyheaded,  crawled  over  the  gang- 
way with  a  bundle  of  clothes  under  his  arm  and  the 
credentials  of  a  pilot  between  his  teeth.  The  mist  and  fog 
began  to  clear  away,  and  soon  the  high  mountains  of  Sierra 
Leone  made  their  appearance  above  the  clouds,  like  islands 
floating  in  the  air.  Night  overtook  us  on  the  bar,  and  the 
pilot,  becoming  a  little  confused  in  his  bearings,  and  not 
making  sufficient  allowance  for  our  draught  of  water,  ran  us 
aground  on  a  submerged  sand-bank.  Then  followed  a  scene 
of  excitement,  but  without  confrision.    ']|^ie^^pmmaii4}^, 
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J.  H.  W.,  who  has  always  been  equal  to  his  emergencies, 
sprung  to  the  horse-block,  aU  hands  were  on  deck  in  a 
moment,  orders  were  passed  and  executed  with  the  rapidity 
of  thought,  boats  were  lowered  and  kedges  were  carried 
out  without  delay.  The  tide  was  still  rising,  and  after 
fifteen  minutes  of  hard  bumping  to  the  ship,  and  hard  work 
to  her  men,  we  floated  off  into  deep  water  without  the 
slightest  injury.  An  hour  after,  we  dropped  anchor  in  the 
snooth  Sierra  Leone,  now  the  broad  mirror  of  a  thousand 
stars.  A  hundred  lights  were  shining  from  the  windows 
of  Freetown,  and,  feeling  grateful  that  we  were  once  more 
among  the  habitations  of  men,  we  slept  that  night  unrocked 
by  the  tossings  of  the  deep. 

We  occasionally  find  in  our  life-experiences  that  those 
indefinable  and  self-willed  creatures  of  our  being,  called 
affections,  often  ding  with  strong  attachment  to  things 
inanimate ;  nor  is  it  an  abuse  of  language  to  say  that  we 
may  love  such  things  as  we  may  love  persons  or  qualities. 
The  &rmer  loves  the  tree  that  he  has  planted  and  trained ; 
the  soldier  loves  the  blade  that  has  served  him  in  battle ; 
and  the  sailor  loves  the  ship  that  has  borne  him  safely 
through  storms.  "V^j^  felt  the  stirrings  of  this  latent  affec- 
tion that  night,  as  our  good  ship  struck  heavily  with  each 
fiiU  of  the  wave  on  that  shallow  bar,  and  the  possibility  of  a 
wreck  glanced  through  our  minds.  From  the  nifinber  of 
our  boats,  the  proximity  of  the  shore  and  the  smoothness 
of  tie  sea,  there  was  no  danger  of  loss  of  life,  or  personal 
property,  and  indeed  such  a  wreck  would  have  terminated 
an  unpleasant  cruise ;  yet  we  felt  that  we  could  weep  to  see 
the  good  timbers  of  our  faithful  ship  bleaching  on  a  foreign 
ahore ;  and  the  possibility  that  she  that  had  carried  us  safely 
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over  a  thoosand  angry  waves,  and  proudly  waved  our  flag 
among  strangers,  as  if  conscious  herself  of  the  dignity  of 
her  mission,  should  come  to  so  ignoble  an  end,  touched 
every  heart  with  pity  and  strained  every  nerve  to  her 
assistance.  Phrenologbts  call  this  love  "  local  attachment,*' 
and  I  suppose  that  its  presence  would  be  indicated  by  a 
"bump'» — ^but  bump,  or  no  bump,  it  exists  in  all  good 
sailors,  and  is  often,  in  degree  and  kind|  similar  to  the  love 
which  they  bear  for  persons  or  principles.  The  sailor  needs 
no  naturalization,  oath  of  fealty,  threatening  or  reward,  to 
attach  him  to  his  ship;  so  long  as  she  bears  him  safely 
through  the  gale,  and  furnishes  him  with  a  hammock  and  a 
home,  he  will  fight  for  her  safety  and  honor,  bear  what  flag 
she  may. 

Next  morning  the  bright  sun  of  an  October  Sabbath 
revealed  the  flourishing  city  of  Freetown ;  resting  on  the 
northern  part  of  the  high  ridge  called  Sierra  Leone — ^Lion's 
Ridge — and  stretching  along  the  shore  a  mile  and  a  hal£ 
The  blue  hills  still  mantled  in  the  mists  of  morning,  the 
deep  and  sombre  valleys  now  changing  with  the  ailvery 
light  to  more  cheerful  hues,  the  solenm  forests  and  the 
silent  shore,  the  majestic  river  in  its  noiseless  flow,  the 
waveless  bay,  unruffled  by  an  oar,  the  quiet  dty  and  the 
cheerful  fields,  all  seemed  conscious  that  a  holy  day  bad 
come — 2k  day  of  rest,  and  silent  adoration*  The  music  of  the 
church-bells  carried  us  fer  over  the  wave,  and  we  mingled 
unseen  in  the  worships  of  our  own  hearths  and  altars ;  but 
another  glance,  and  the  tall  cottonwoods  on  the  beach,  the 
graceful  palms,  waving  in  the  light  winds  on  the  hillside, 
the  clustering  cocoanut  trees,  which  shade  the  streets  of  the 
city,  reminded  us  that  we  were  in  the  climea4>f  the  son ;  in 
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Africa,  savs^o  Africa,  but  Africa  waking  up  with  a  Bmile  on 
her  lace  to  welcome  the  blessings  of  the  Christian  Sabbath. 

I  went  ashore  in  the  first  boat,  and,  landing  at  a  snb- 
stantial  stone  pier,  accepted  the  services  of  a  well-dressed 
negro,  who  proposed  to  "  show  Massa  Kapting  anywhere 
for  a  sixpence,"  and  turned  my  steps  to  find  a  4iethodist 
church,  A  few  seconds'  walk  brought  us  to  the  heart  of 
the  city,  where,  ia  the  centre  of  a  square,  stands  a  large 
stone  church  in  the  Gothic  style,  which  may  be  considered 
as  the  cathedral  of  the  place. 

*'  Dis  de  church  ob  Hingland,"  said  my  guide,  and  with 
the  hope  that  his  sixpence  was  gained,  proposed  that  I 
should  go  to  church  there,  assuring  me  that  they  had 
"  Mighty  good  white  people  preaching,  Kapting,  and  plenty 
prayers !" 

I  was  struck  with  the  size  and  neat  appearance  of  the 
houses,  and  the  cleanliness  of  the  streets.  The  houses  of 
the  gorernment  officiab  are  large  and  well  built ;  so  are  the 
various  public  buildings ;  and  beside  these,  there  are  a  great 
number  of  brick,  stone,  and  frame-houses,  occupied  by 
natives,  which  display  taste  and  means.  From  these  down 
to  the  huts  of  wattle-work,  daubed  with  mud  and  thatched 
with  palm-grass,  the  same  attention  to  order  and  cleanliness 
was  manifest,  and  that  in  an  extraordinary  degree  for  an 
Africmi  town.  The  suburbs  are  occupied  by  thousands  of 
these  huts,  attached  to  each  of  which  there  is  generally  a 
small  garden,  and  among  them  cocoanut  trees,  affording 
both  fruit  and  shade  in  abundance. 

The  streets  were  thronged  with  well-dressed  negroes,  on 
their  way  to  church,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  tropical 
shade  trees,  and  the  occasional  appearance  of  an.  untamed 
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African,  in  Bhirt  and  old  hat,  or  a  turbaned  Mandingo,  I 
could  have  £aicied  myself  in  the  suborbB  of  a  southern  city. 
After  walking  a  quarter  of  a  mile  or  more,  we  stepped  at 
another  church,  where  a  tiatiye  preacher,  in  surpHoe  and 
bands,  was  commencing  die  service  of  the  Church  of  Eng^ 
land.  H#was  followed  by  a  large  congregation,  who,  with 
prayer-books  in  hands,  read  the  responses  with  a  great  deal 
of  unction. 

"This  is  not  the  place,  sir!"  I  said  to  my  guide;  "I 
begin  to  fear  that  you  don't  know  where  the  Methodist 
church  is?'* 

"O  yes,  Kapting,  a  little  furderl" 

Another  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  a  large,  white  stone  build- 
ing shone  through  the  cocoanuts ;  rural  English,  in  every 
feature ;  such  a  one,  doubtless,  as  casts  its  shadow  on  the 
"  aged  thorn,"  which  Gray  hath  written  into  immortality. 
A  little  nearer  and  I  heard  the  congregation  singii^  the 
Gloria  in  EcceUiSj  but  as  English  Methodists  have  had  the 
good  sense  to  retain  this  inimitable  hymn  in  their  "  Sunday 
Service,"  I  thought  it  worth  while  to  look  in ;  but,  bdiold 
two  black  gentlemen  in  surplices  and  bands  1 

"  Wrong  again,  sir,"  said  I  to  Tobias,  my  guide,  who, 
like  myself,  was  in  a  glow  from  hard  walking  and  tiio  hot 
sun.    He  touched  his  hat  very  respectfully,  saying : 

"  Thar  be  plenty  more,  sa,  s'pose  dis  no  suit  Mas  Kap- 
ting." 

"  How  far  to  the  next  ?" 

"  'Bout  half  a  mile,  Kapting  I" 

I  sat  down  on  the  belfry  steps  and  listened  to  the  deaoon 
reading  the  first  lesson.  He  read  well,  enundating  dis- 
tinctly the  final  syllable  of  preterits  ending  in  "ed;"  a 
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practice  which  English  scholars  observe  everywhere,  but  in 
some  of  the  southern  and  western  States,  and  which  raises 
the  dignity  of  Scripture  language  above  the  vulgar  abbrevi- 
ations of  the  common  colloquial.  But  the  poor  fellow  made 
terrible  work  with  his  "h's";  and  had  that  defect  in  the 
jNTcmounciation  of  "  r  »*  like  a  broad — ^which  is  {^culiar  to 
the  affected  Englishman  and  the  American  snob.  He  was 
English  in  his  religion,  his  education,  with  its  excellences 
and  defects,  and  in  everything  else  but  color.  The  congre- 
gation, numbering  near  two  hundred,  were  neatly  dressed 
in  European  style,  except  a  few  Sabbath-school  children, 
and  were  attentive  and  devotional. 

"  Now,**  said  I  to  Tobias,  "  you  have  deceived  me  thrice, 
you  may  go  about  your  business,  and  I'll  hold  on  to  the 
sixpence." 

^'  If  you  please,  Massa  Kapting,  I  take  you  to  one  more 
church." 

"Howfer?" 

**  'Bout  mile :  other  side  town." 

^Is  that  the  church  of  the  Methodist  mission  ?" 

**  Tell  you  de  trufe,  Kapting,  I  dunno  what  church  dad  be." 

"I  thought  as  much,"  said  I. 

"Perhaps  the  Kapting  want  to  see  some  de  chapels?" 

"  Ah,  boy,  that  gives  me  a  little  light.  You  Englishmen  " 
— ^Tobias  straightens  up — "call  nothing  church  but  the 
English  Church?" 

"  Jes  BO,  Kapting ;  de  oder  is  chapels." 

*'  Very  good ;  now,  I  want  to  go  to  the  chapel  of  the 
Methodist  mission :  do  you  know  where  that  is  ?" 

He  scratched  his  head  a  moment,  and  brought  out  a  very 
reluctant  «No,  sa."  D.tzed  by  Google 
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**  What  chapels  do  you  know  ?" 

" Plenty;  I  knows  two  Lady  Huntingdons,  one  African ; 
there  used  to  be  Baptis,  but  he  shut  up  now,  and  I  knows 
heap  o'  Wesleyans." 

"  Ah,  Tobias,  now  you  strike  me  I  Excuse  my  stupidity  I 
that's  the  *one  I  want — ^take  me  to  the  principal  Wesleyan 
chapeL" 

We  had  a  very  long  walk,  the  sim  was  hot,  and,  as  usual 
when  I  needed  one,  I  had  no  umbrella.  We  arrived  at  the 
chapel — a  large  building  of  stone,  under  the  same  roof  as 
the  mission  house— just  in  time  to  hear  the  concluding 
prayers  of  the  morning  service.  It  may  be  necessary  here 
to  inform  the  reader  that  among  all  Methodists,  except 
those  of  the  United  States,  the  form  of  prayer  as  abridged 
by  John  Wesley  from  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  of  the 
English  Episcopal  Church,  is  used  every  Sunday  morning 
before  preaching.  Dr.  Cumming,  I  think  it  is  who  remarks 
that  "  no  people  can  use  the  service  like  the  Methodists.'* 
The  author  would  add,  and  none  others  stand  so  much  in 
need  of  it,  as  some  compensation  for  the  incoherencies  and 
oversights,  at  times,  inseparable  from  extemporary  prayers. 

In  nothing  is  the  soimd  sense  and  moderation  of  Wesley 
so  marked  as  in  this,  that  while  endeavoring  to  reform  a 
system  whose  life  was  almost  extinct,  and  where  mere  form 
had  taken  the  place  of  spirituality  and  power,  he  did  not 
eschew  all  form,  and  while  endeavoring  to  cultivate  the  gift 
and  exercise  of  extemporaneous  prayer,  for  private  and 
public  worship,  he  still  found  place,  and  saw  the  necessity 
for  a  liturgy.  There  is  no  hiding  the  fact  from  those  who 
are  acquainted  with  "  Wesleyan  Methodism,'*  that  where, 
in  this  and  other  respects,  Mr.  Wesley  is  closely  followed. 
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a  type  of  Metbodistic  piety  develops,  for  which  in  American 
Methodism  (U.  S.)  there  is  no  counterpart.  We  shall  see 
this  exemplified,  to  some  extent,  in  the  mission  fields  of 
Africa. 

The  preacher  officiating  was  a  black  man,  dressed  in 
black  clothes,  relieved  by  a  necktie  of  spotless  white.  He 
read  as  only  spiritually-minded  men  can  read,  and  his  re- 
i^ectable  looking  audience  responded  as  those  only  can  re- 
spond who  understand  and-  feel  what  they  say.  A  polite 
sej^ton,  out  of  respect  to  my  brass  buttons,  I  suppose,  led 
me  to  the  farthest  seat  in  the  amen  comer.  It  was  cush- 
ioned comfortably,  and  supplied  with  books — a  Bible,  a 
prayer  book,  called  "  Sunday-Service  of  the  Methodists,'* 
and  a  hymn  book.  A  venerable  black  gentleman,  in  the 
uniform  of  an  English  army  officer,  was  the  only  occupant 
of  the  seat  besides  myself,  and  after  my  long  and  hot  walk, 
I  fomid  the  ample  and  soft  cushion  a  pleasant  resting  place. 
There  was  but  one  element  of  discomfort :  my  unfortunate 
olfactories  would  keep  reminding  me  that  there  were  certain 
odoriferous  particles  afloat  ia  the  atmosphere  not  exactly 
to  their  liking.  But  this  was  not  as  bad  as  it  might  have 
been,  for  I  had  the  advantage  of  an  open  window ;  yet  I 
could  not  help  thinking  sometimes  that  there  was  a  very 
large  flock  of  goats  from  Moxmt  Gilead,  or  some  other  fra- 
grant place,  out  in  the  garden ;  or  a  great  many  swamp- 
rabbits  under  the  house,  with,  perhaps,  a  muskrat  or  two. 
The  Africans  are  fond  of  perfumes  I 

The  preacher  gave  out  a  hymn  in  short  measure,  which 
was  sung  to  Cranbrook ;  the  music  was  led  by  the  teachers 
and  scholars  of  the  Sabbath-school,  who  occupied  the  front 
seats.    They  sung  weD.    In  attaining  a  good  knowledge  of 
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the  science,  ihej  had  not  lost  the  ^irit ;  and  to  the  spirit 
of  music  was  added  the  socd  of  prayer.  The  congregatioD 
generallj  followed ;  they  stood  while  they  song,  althongh 
this  was  the  second  or  third  singing,  and  I  doubt  not  bat 
the  sacrifice  was  accepted  before  the  Throne. 

My  spirit  also  was  stirred  with  gratitude  and  love.  I  had 
been  long  thirsting  for  the  assembly  of  the  saints,  and  joflt 
such  praise  as  this.  I  felt  that  I  was  among  Ood's  people, 
however  ignorant  or  obscure  they  may  have  been,  and  I 
felt  that  whatever  else  divided  us,  we  were  one  in  depravity 
and  darkness,  one  in  dependence  and  frailty,  one  in  the  im- 
mortal hopes  of  the  eternal  redemption  that  is  in  Jesus 
Christ.  Deep  in  my  own  consciousness  I  found  a  sympathy 
that  claimed  brotherhood  with  those  who  eicpressed  their 
wants  and  hopes  in  tlie  songs  and  prayers  that  expressed 
mine — a  sympathy  that  is  superior  to  questions  of  original 
unity  or  diversity  of  races,  intellectual  comparisons,  or  sodal 
caste.  Memory,  too,  was  busy.  The  singing  carried  me 
back  to  Andrew  Chapel,  Savannah,  to  camp  grounds  in 
Middle  Georgia,  where ''  the  darkeys  "  make  night  melodiaas 
with  their  simple  songs  and  inimitable  music ;  and  with 
camp-meetings  came  the  friends  and  labors,  snd  successes 
and  sorrows,  of  other  days ;  the  spiritual  and  sympathetic 
in  me  were  aroused  in  unison,  and  the  better  part  of  my 
nature  was  soon  thousands  of  miles  away,  revelling  some- 
where between  Griffin,  Georgia,  and  the  third  heavens. 
When  I  came  to  myself  I  alone  was  standing,  the  preacher 
was  taking  his  text,  my  hsmdkerchief  was  at  my  eyes,  and 
my  spectacles  were  dim  with  moisture.  I  felt  ashamed  of 
myself. 

The  text  was, "  My  people  do  not  ccmsider,"  of  which  the 
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preacher  made  good  tuse,  as  illustrating  his  topic,  which  was 
The  Sin  of  Ingratitade.  His  remarks  were  plain,  in  good 
grammar  and  excellent  sense.  I  ^t  especially  interested 
in  the  latter  portion  of  his  discourse,  where  he  toudiingly 
and  heautiiully  reminded  his  hearers  of  the  darkness  and 
death  in  which  the  missionaiies  fonnd  him  and  them.  He 
compared  their  condition,  temporally  and  spiritually,  with 
that  of  their  &thers,  with  that  of  their  brethren  still  in  bar- 
barism, and  finally  with  that  of  their  race  in  America, 
**  where  they  live  on  roots,  and  do  the  work  of  brute 
beasts."  "  Ah,  stupid  I**  said  I  to  myself  "  why  go  beyond 
your  depth,  and  spoil  all  ?"  I  thought  that  if  it  were  every 
way  convenient,  I  should  have  been  glad  of  the  privilege 
of  enlightening  both  preacher  and  people  on  this  point. 
After  service,  I  introduced  myself,  as  a  southern  Methodist, 
to  the  preacher,  and  enjoyed  half  an  hour's  ohafwith  him 
at  the  mission  house,  where  I  intimated  that  his  description 
of  the  conditi<m  of  the  colored  race  in  the  United  States 
was  new  to  me.  Imagine  my  surprise  when  the  gentleman 
quoted  from  the  *'  Key  to  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin,"  and  asked 
me  if  I  did  not  admire  Mrs.  Stowe.  I  replied  that  *'  cw  a 
vyriteTy  I  admired  her ;  and  that  the  most  ardent  admirers 
of  her  intellect  were  Southern  men," 

"How  is  that,  sir?" 

"  Why,  out  of  the  South  she  is  complimented  in  that  she 
possesses  an  imagination  which  can  form  a  beautiful  and 
attractive  story  out  of  a  few  plain  dbaracters,  acts  of  cruelty 
and  pictures  of  sufiering.  In  the  South,  we  know  that  not 
only  did  her  imagination  supply  the  dressing  and  paint,  but 
even  the  characters  and  the  so  called  ^&cts,'  and  that, 
th^efore,  as  a  creative  genius,  which  is  the  hi^est  wder 
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of  genius,  we  consider  her  gigantic — ^but  alas  I  for  her 
veracity." 

Thus  is  abolitionism  doing  its  accursed  work ;  spreading, 
even  in  Africa,  the  venom  of  £ilsehood,  and  engendering 
strife. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Teal  arrived  soon  after  service.  He  is,  pro 
tempore^  superintendent  of  the  missions  here;  a  sturdy, 
strong-minded  Englishman,  and  a  devoted  missionary.  I 
dined  with  him,  and  in  the  evening  visited  the  Sabbath- 
school  attached  to  the  premises,  and  addressed  the  teachers 
and  children.  A  southern  Methodist  preacher  was  a  crea- 
ture Mr.  Teal  had  never  seen  before,  and  for  that  reason 
took  great  interest  in  learning  my  opinions  on  the  "  vexed 
question "  which  divided  the  American  church,  and  as  he 
heard,  perceived  that  the  question  is  a  little  more  knotty 
than  one-sided  readers  generally  suppose.  I  spent  a  delight- 
ful evening  in  his  society.  I  found  him  a  gentleman  and  a 
brother;  and  I  returned  aboard  at  sunset,  wearied  and 
profited  by  the  exercises  of  the  day. 

The  extensive  and  fertile  tract  called  Sierra  Leone  was 
purchased  from  the  natives  by  the  English  government,  and 
here,  in  1787,  they  established  a  colony.  For  more  than  a 
century  previous  to  this.  Sierra  Leone  had  been  an  import- 
ant trading  station,  where  the  English  maintained  a  fort 
for  the  protection  of  their  traders,  and  whence  they  ex- 
ported thousands  of  slaves  annually.  The  original  settlers 
of  the  colony  were  blacks,  stolen  from  the  Americans  during 
the  War  of  Independence.  To  these,  in  1792,  were  added 
a  few  hundred  free  negroes  from  Nova  Scotia.  Many  of 
these  poor  creatures  died  in  the  acclimating  fever,  but  their 
places  were  supplied  by  thousands  of  Africans  taken  from 
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slaTc-^ips  captured  by  English  men-of-war ;  for  at  this  time 
the  English  had  become  almost  as  zealous  in  capturing 
slavers  as  they  had  previously  been  in  supplying  them.  The 
natives  of  the  colony  are,  for  the  most  part,  children  of  re- 
captured slaves ;  and  this  population  is  annually  increased 
by  the  cargoes  of  the  slave  vessels  which  the  British  cruisers 
continue  to  c^ture  along  the  Western  Coast. 

How  this  colony  haa  prospered,  what  is  the  present  state 
of  its  laws,  commerce  and  religion,  we  shall  see  in  our  next 
chapter.  In  thinking  over  the  scenes  of  the  day,  as  I  sat 
in  my  room  that  night,  I  could  hardly  realize  that  I  was  in 
Afinca.  Yet,  this  is  Africa ;  Africa  under  the  control  of  the 
British  mind,  and  the  influence  of  the  Christian  religion. 
Through  these,  behold  what  hath  God  wrought  I 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

SIEBBA    LBOKE — CONTINUED. 

The  Author  InTites  himself  to  Breakfast — A  Morning  Walk— Geology  of 
the  District— OaesaiBg — Physiognomj  and  CiTUization — Advice  to  the 
Reader— Birds— A  World  Alive— Village  of  Wilberforoe— Rev.  Mr. 
Dillon — ^Evidences  of  Civilization — School  and  Scholars— Character  of 
the  African — ^Population  and  Classification  of  Inhabitants— Languages, 
etc. 

Before  leaving  Mr.  Teale,  on  Sunday  evening,  he  fur- 
nished me  with  a  note  of  introduction  to  his  co-laborer,  the 
Rev,  Mr.  Dillon,  who  was  then  residing  at  the  village  of 
Wilberforce,  two  miles  from  Freetown,  in  charge  of  the  mis- 
sions and  schools  at  that  place.  This  note  I  sent  by  a  native 
to  Mr.  Dillon,  that  evening,  with  another  informing  him  that 
I  would  do  myself  the  pleasure  of  breakfesting  with  him 
next  morning. 

The  grey  dawn  found  me  at  the  landing,  and  sunrise  over- 
took me  on  the  broad  and  smooth  turnpike  road  lying  be- 
tween Freetown  and  Wilberforce.  Bright  mornings  are  ex- 
hilarating to  the  spirits,  and  excite  an  appreciation  of  the 
beautiful  wherever  we  may  be  ;  but  here,  where  nature  reigns 
in  wildest  majesty,  the  ideas  which  the  scenery  excites  are 
those  of  the  sublime  rather  than  the  beautiful.  The  high 
mountains  still  gathered  round  them  the  clouds  of  night ; 
the  deep  forest,  where  the  lion  and  leopard  prowl,  stretched 
away  till  it  seemed  lost  in  the  sky,  presenting  many  shades 
of  red  light  and  struggling  darkness ;  the  broad  river,  roll- 
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ing  in  solemn  grandeur  from  the  mysterious  depths  of  the 
unknown  wilds  of  the  interior,  reflected  the  warm  hues  of 
the  morning  sun  like  a  sea  of  molten  brass ;  and  the  recol 
lection  that  I  was  gazing  on  the  abodes  of  wild  beasts,  poi 
sonous  reptiles,  and  savage  man,  added  the  charm  of  wild 
ness  to  the  sublime  picture. 

The  gay  plumage  and  unmusical  notes  of  the  numerous 
wild  birds,  the  countless  forms  of  insect  and  animal  life,  the 
endless  variety  of  luxuriant  weeds,  and  flowers,  and  trees, 
serve  here  to  remind  the  traveller,  unstudied  in  nature's 
tropical  aspects,  that  he  is  a  stranger  and  in  a  strange  land. 
Yet  not  entirely  a  stranger,  for  though  the  fauna  and  flora 
be  not  those  of  his  own  soil  and  sun,  in  the  igneous,  and 
stratified  formations,  and  ferruginous  clays,  which  form  the 
rock  and  sur&ce  of  this  dbtrict,  he  may  find  combinatious 
which  in  their  elements,  relative  positions  and  arrangements 
are  the  same,  and  obey  the  same  laws,  as  the  surface  of  the 
fields  and  quarries  of  bis  own  home :  so  that  in  mother  earth 
at  least  he  is  an  old  acquaintance.  The  geological  effects  of 
climate  are  comparatively  trifling,  and,  therefore,  the  prac- 
tical geologist  may  be  as  much  at  home,  and  apply  his  prin- 
ciples with  equal  confidence  in  the  uniformity  of  the  results, 
on  the  banks  of  the  Niger  or  Nile,  as  on  the  banks  of  the 
Potomac  or  Mississippi. 

I  met  a  great  many  natives  on  their  way  to  market,  car- 
rying fruits,  poultry,  and  baked  fish.  Fish,  when  baked, 
will  keep  for  a  long  time,  even  in  this  climate,  and  they  form 
here  an  important  article  of  trade  among  the  negroes. 
Sitting  down  to  rest  under  the  shade  of  a  palm  tree,  I 
amused  myself  in  asking  questions  of  those  who  passed  along 
the  road,  and  in  guessing,  from  the  expression  of  the  face,  as 
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to  whether  they  were  Mahometans,  Christians  or  heathens. 
The  Mahometan  is  unmistakable ;  conscious  of  his  superiority 
over  his  savage  brethren,  he  is  erect,  dignified  and  suUen^ 
The  Christian,  by  whom  I  mean  him  who  has  re- 
ceived more  or  less  education,  and  has  renounced  gris- 
grisism,  presents  a  cast  of  &ce  quite  familiar  to  the 
Southerner ;  good-natured,  more  or  less  intelligent,  with  a 
blending  of  self-consequence.  The  poor  heathen  comes 
along,  "  nigger  all  over ;"  his  face  may  express  a  good  or 
bad  temper ;  and  a  greater  or  less  degree  of  sensuality,  but, 
generally,  it  is  unlit  by  intelligence,  and,  when  unexcited,  is 
unmeaning  in  expression.  Of  course  the  reader  will  not 
suppose  that  all  the  Mahometans  look  proud,  aU  the  Chris- 
tianized amiable  and  intelligent,  or  all  the  untaught,  stupid 
and  brutish.  Wo  present  these  merely  as  representative 
men,  or  types  of  the  three  classes ;  and  with  these  ideas  in 
mind,  we  went  to  guessing,  and  in  nineteen  guesses  made 
but  one  mistake ! — that  of  taking  a  krooman  for  a  Christian 
— and  he  had  been  for  three  years  in  contact  with  civilized 
men  in  the  English  service.  He  must  be  blind  indeed  who, 
in  going  from  the  southern  States  to  the  West  Coast  of 
Africa,  or,  in  comparing  the  Christianized  with  the  heathen 
African,  will  not  be  persuaded  that  civilization  shows  its  effects 
in  the  increased  intelligence  and  beauty  of  the  human  &ce. 

If  the  reader  is  now  impatient  for  his  break&st,  let  us  re- 
mind him  that  Gordon  Cumming's  "  wait-a-bit  thorns  "  are 
very  abundant  in  Sierra  Leone,  and  that  we  are  now  taking 
a  by-path  through  "  the  bush ;"  and  if  he  has  not  nine  hun- 
dred  lives  to  spare,  and  cannot  afford  to  be  harrowed  to 
death  with  thorns  two  or  three  times  a  day,  as  was  that  gen* 
tleman,  he  had  better  be  patient.  ^ 
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The  birds  along  our  path  were  very  nttmerons.  My  guide, 
an  intelligent  boy  of  the  church  mission  school,  whom  I 
picked  up  on  the  road,  called  my  attention  to  a  little  fellow 
about  the  size  of  a  wren,  in  a  jet  black  plumage,  which  he 
exchanged  in  the  rainy  season  for  one  of  pure  white.  In  a 
tree,  not  far  off,  a  number  of  parraquets,  in  brilliant  green 
and  red,  and  not  larger  than  a  lark,  which  he  called  love 
birds,  were  keeping  up  a  very  unmusical  conversation, 
tumbling,  swinging,  and  pirouetting  the  while,  like  a  set  of 
young  mountebanks  at  rehearsal.  In  an  old  field  close  by,  a 
where  a  number  of  cows  were  grazing,  a  flock  of  long-legged 
white  birds,  resembling  pigeons,  seemed  to  be  amusing  them- 
selves in  hopping  from  the  ground  to  the  backs  of  the  oiatt^e, 
with  whom  they  seemed  on  very  fiimiliar  terms.  My  guide 
said  they  were  gathering  insects.  In  the  palm  trees  over- 
head, palm*birds,  of  bright  yellow  and  black  plumage,  were 
chattering  around  their  ingeniously-wrought  nests,  which 
swung  from  the  branches.  Half  a  dozen  varieties  of  ants 
were  pursuing  their  labors  at  our  feet.  Insects  and  lizards 
sported  in  the  rank  grass  around,  and  the  earth,  the  woods, 
the  sdr,  in  every  direction,  stirred  with  animal  life. 

We  reached  the  village  and  the  mission-house  where  we 
found  Mr.  Dillon  awaiting  our  arrival,  with  a  cheerful  and 
hearty  greeting;  and  when  I  say  that  he  is  a  Christian,  a 
man  of  taste  and  letters,  and  a  WeUhmany  what  further 
guaranty  can  be  asked  for  a  warm  welcome,  a  good  break- 
£u3t,  and  a  pleasant  day  ?  The  early  part  of  the  forenoon 
was  quite  close  and  sultry,  but  at  ten  o'clock  a  cool  breeze 
from  the  sea  rustled  amcmg  the  palm  leaves  near  the  cottage, 
and,  provided  with  umbrellas,  we  sallied  forth  to  visit  the 
mission  school,  and  the  summer  residence  of  an  Enaliflh 
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officer  of  the  colony.  In  going  through  the  yiOage  we 
passed  several  very  neat  cottages,  surrounded  by  pawjunr, 
banana,  and  palm  trees,  and  furnished  with  well  and  taste- 
fully cultivated  gardens,  which  contained  fine  heads  of  cab- 
bage, and  culinary  vegetables  fiunilim*  to  American  eyes. 
Chickens,  goats  and  pigs  strolled  about  the  streets,  and 
everything  gave  evidence  of  the  advance  of  dviiixation. 
The  occupants  of  these  houses  are  generally  persons  who 
have  grown  up  in  the  colony,  and  after  receiving  the  rudi- 
ments of  an  English  education,  pursue  some  trade  or  mecha- 
nical art.  Most  of  them  belong  to  some  church,  and  all 
seem  aspiring  after  a  higher  dvilization  and  a  more  liberal 
education  for  themselves  and  their  children. 

In  what  striking  contrast  stands  beside  these,  the  squalid, 
smoky,  and  filthy  mud  hut  of  the  recently  arrived  and  re- 
captured slave,  or  the  xmyielding  savage.  What  an  unan- 
swerable argument,  and  constant  appeal  do  these  natives 
present  to  their  savage  brethren,  in  the  comfortable  appear- 
ance of  their  homes  and  persons,  their  superior  intelligenoe, 
and  the  respect  which  they  enjoy  as  members  of  the  civil 
community. 

In  the  school  we  found  about  fifty  scholars,  between  the 
ages  of  five  and  fifteen,  under  the  superintendence  of  a 
colored  teacher,  himself  a  graduate  of  the  Methodist  mission 
school,  fmd  a  good  English  scholar,  assisted  by  his  wife,  a 
sensible  looking  woman.  When  I  was  introduced  the  scho- 
lars rose  to  their  feet,  exclaiming  "  Grood  morning,  sir."  A 
few  of  the  better  scholars,  boys  and  girls,  were  called  to  the 
front  seats,  where  the  teacher  examined  them  in  arithmetic, 
and  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Dillon  I  gave  them  a  few  ques- 
tions in  geography,  grammar,  and  sacred  history.    They 
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acquitted  themsdves  well,  and  showed  that  ihej  not  only 
memorized  rules  but  understood  their  s^plioation. 

After  attaining  the  age  of  fifteen,  and  learning  the  rudi- 
ments of  an  English  education,  they  are  generally  appren- 
ticed to  some  trade  in  the  colony.  Here,  as  in  some  other 
conmianities,  many  of  the  natives  are  too  poor  to  support 
their  children  at  school,  although  the  schooling  costs  them 
nothing,  and  the  children  arc  sent  forth  at  an  early  age  to 
pick  up  a  living  as  best  they  can ;  these,  contracting  habits 
of  idleness,  grow  up  useless  members  of  society. 

Those  who  are  of  good  character,  studious  habits,  and  in- 
telligence, are  transferred  to  the  high-school,  ^ere  they 
are  supported  by  the  Church,  and  prepared  for  teaching  or 
the  ministry.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  here,  as  every- 
where else  among  the  missions  of  civilization  and  religion 
on  the  coast,  so  little  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  culti- 
vation of  the  soil,  and  that  so  few  of  these  children  are 
brought  up  to  pursue  agriculture  as  a  means  of  living. 

It  is  sometimes  the  case  that  when  these  young  people, 
after  receiving  some  education,  and  some  knowledge  of  a 
trade  or  art,  are  thrown  upon  their  own  resources,  and 
cannot  find  constant  employment  in  their  proper  calling, 
they  become  discouraged,  and,  yielding  to  those  tempta- 
tions to  idleness,  so  powerful  over  the  African  tempera- 
ment, presented  by  a  warm  climate,  where  enough  to 
sustain  life  may  be  gathered  with  little  labor,  and  public 
opinion  tolerates  a  shirt  and  hat  as  full  dress,  they  relapse 
into  a  state  of  comparative  heathenism. 

Yet,  the  fiict  stands  confessed  that  these  are  exceptional 
cases.  A  very  large  majority  of  those  who  had  been 
trained    at  the  schools,  brought  into  the  churches,  and 
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taught  that  idleness  is  sinM  and  labor  virtnons,  contmne 
attached  to  the  ideas  and  pursue  the  practices  of  civiHzed 
life.  The  children  of  such  are  growing  up  with  wants  and 
tastes,  some  of  them  not  very  commendable,  which  the 
civilized  estate  alone  can  supply.  They  form  a  taste  for 
the  dress,  the  meats  and  drinks,  the  luxuries,  the  manners, 
of  white  men,  they  aspire  heartily  after  position  in  society, 
and  to  gratify  themselves,  they  must  labor.  These  wants, 
to  those  brought  up  in  them,  are  in  a  sense  natural,  and, 
therefore,  to  relapse  into  barbarism  and  forego  all  these 
would  be  to  them  unnatural. 

True,  the  African  is  "peculiarly  lazy,"  whether  bond  or 
free,  that  is,  as  compared  with  the  Gaul,  the  Celt  or  the 
Anglo-Saxon,  and  from  this  fact  it  is  predicted  that  be  will 
not  retain  even  a  low  degree  of  civilization  when  left  to 
himself  Those  who  have  studied  the  character  of  the 
negro,  whether  at  their  own  firesides  in  the  Southern 
States,  or  in  the  woods  of  Africa,  are  aware  that  nature, 
just  in  her  compensations,  has  given  him  counterbalancing 
qualities.  Who  has  not  laughed  at  the  assumed  dignity  of 
Uncle  Ned,  who  carries  his  master's  keys,  or  the  imitative- 
ness  of  Jim,  the  house-boy,  in  putting  on  his  master's  airs  ? 
These  qualities  then,  which  in  the  African  are  peculiaritf 
developed,  pride  or  personal  importance  and  imitation, 
will  counterbalance  his  peculiar  indolence ;  and  whUo  he 
has  a  superior  being  to  imitate,  or  a  position  of  importance 
open  to  his  aspirations,  and  these  I  presume  he  always  will 
have,  he  will  be  as  likely  to  labor  as  most  other  men. 
The  principle  will  apply  to  the  civilized  African  in  his  civil 
as  well  as  in  his  social  character  and  relations.  In  Sierra 
Leone  there  is  rapidly  growing  up  in  the  public  mind  a 
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respect  for  those  who  live  and  dress  in  the  European 
stales,  and  an  abhorrence  of  all  things  heathenish.  OflSces 
in  the  dvil  and  military  departments  of  the  goremment 
are  open  to  educated  natives.  Education  is  creating  wants 
which  civilization  alone  can  supply ;  Christianity  is  enlighten- 
ing and  elevating,  and  making  the  darkness  of  heathenism 
Tisible  and  hideous.  With  these  influences  directed  by 
British  minds,  it  would  seem  that  civilization  has  a  perma- 
nent foothold  in  western  Africa. 

I  must  not  forget  my  friend,  Mr.  Dillon,  with  whom,  in 
walking  and  talking,  and  eating  and  drinking,  I  spent  a 
day  which  surpassed  in  realization  the  delightful  anticipa- 
tions of  the  morning.  The  present  population  of  Sierra 
licone  is  47,000,  of  whom  less  than  20,000  are  females. 
This  inequality  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  a  majority  of 
the  recaptured  slaves  have  been  males;  they  being  more 
valuable  in  the  trade. 

The  towns  of  the  Colony  are  Freetown,  Kissey,  Water- 
loo, Wilberforce  and  Kent.  The  population  of  Freetown  is 
16,022.  This  population  embraces  three  distinct  classes, 
who,  in  point  of  civilization  and  numbers,  rank  as  follows : 
First,  the  natives  of  the  colony,  who  are  English  subjects,  to 
whom  may  be  added  the  freed  slaves  who  have  resided  a 
dozen  years  in  the  colony.  These  supply  the  schools  and 
churches  with  members,  and  may  be  called,  in  the  general 
sense  of  the  tenn,  the  Christian  community.  The  English, 
with  the  peculiar  accent  of  our  low  countries  and  a  dash  of 
cockney,  is  their  language.  I  found  great  difficulty  in 
understanding  those  who  were  born  on  other  parts  of  the 
coast,  even  when  they  had  resided  in  the  colony,  and  had 
been  speaking  English  t^i  or  fifteen  years ;  but  1 
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stood  me  diitinetly,  even  in  leotnring.  This  iff  the  most 
numerous  class.  Secondly,  the  reddents  and  natives  of  th« 
colony  who  belong  to  surrounding  tribes.  Among  these, 
the  most  important  are  the  families  of  the  Mandingo  tribe, 
who  reside  in  Freetown,  and  those  of  the  Pulah  tribe 
called,  by  Mr.  Bowen,  Palhos.  They  are  Mahometans, 
and  are  not  subjects  of  the  English  Grown.  They  are 
allowed  to  reside  in  quarters  appropriated  to  them,  in 
conddoration  of  which  they  pay  certain  taxes.  Thirdly, 
the  liberated  Africans  who  have  been  brought  to  the 
colony  in  the  course  of  the  past  ten  years.  Many  of  these 
retain  their  heatheniidi  habits  and  ideas,  yet  the  younger 
and  more  intelligent  of  them  learn  to  labor  readily,  and 
some  g£  them  become  members  of  Sabbath-schools  and  t^e 
Church.  The  colonists  represent  more  than  two  hundred 
tribes ;  indeed,  I  suppose  that  there  is  scarcely  a  tiibe  on 
the  West  Coast,  or  a  hundred  miles  from  it,  which  has  not 
a  representative  here;  and  here,  though  English  is  tbe 
language  of  the  colony,  and  understood  by  a  majority  of 
the  residents,  one  hundred  African  languages  are  spoken. 
A  vocabulary  has  been  compiled  and  published,  lately,  con- 
taining three  thousand  words,  in  one  hundred  dialects. 

How  many  interesting  biographies  might  be  gathered 
here,  full  of  wildest  adventure  in  states  of  life  with  which 
civilized  men  have  no  acquaintance  t  Many  of  these  people 
before  entering  the  slave-ship  had  never  seen  the  &ce  of 
a  white  man.  Taken  as  captives,  in  the  wars  which  are 
constantly  occurring  between  the  tribes  of  the  interior,  or 
stolen  from  their  huts  at  night,  or  sold  by  their  own  parents 
or  masters,  they  were  hurried  to  the  coast  and  excdianged 
for  a  trifling  sum  of  money,  or  European  clothes  and  gaim 
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Then  came  the  fetteis  and  hand-cufb,  and  the  close  qnarters 
of  the  ^  white  man  cnnnoo,''  where  they  lay  side  and  side 
in  the  apartments  or  decks  but  three  feet  high,  with  but 
little  air,  and  no  light.  Then  came  sea-sickness,  and  then 
fitdp  feyer,  thinning  out  their  thronged  ranks.  Then  the 
man-of-war  heaves  in  sight,  and  they  hear  cannons  and 
860  the  excitement  of  their  keep^*s ;  they  are  overtaken ; 
white  men  who  put  on  their  fetters  knock  them  off,  transfer 
them  to  anotiier  vessel,  and  land  them  in  a  strange  country, 
though  it  be  w^ica.  How  they  wonder  at  all  this ;  and 
wUhout  interi»*eter8  to  explain,  they  often  remain  in  the 
odosiy  for  years  before  they  understand  it. 

An  intelligent  Fantee,  who  had  been  in  the  colony  a 
dozen  years  or  so,  gave  me,  in  substance,  this  account 
of  himself: 

"  Our  people  de  make  war ;  I  be  stout  boy ;  I  go  make 
war.  We  go  mx  day  in  the  country ;  we  see  war  people 
come ;  we  fight ;  heap  our  people  be  kill.  Night  come,  we 
sleep  de  woods.  In  de  night  war  people  come ;  he  make 
no  noise ;  he  take  w«  knife  an'  we  gun ;  den  some  we 
people  see  him  an'  make  noise.  Me  an'  twenty  my  people 
be  tie  by  the  neck,  an'  he  drag  um  to  do  bush,  and  we  see 
we  people  no  more.  De  trade  man  carry  me  to  de  barra- 
coon  (a  house  where  slaves  are  kept)  a'  sell  to  white  man 
in  ship^  heap  we  people  be  dare — heap  die.  Man-war 
ship  come :  take  we  people  dis  country.  He  say,  dis  be 
your  country  (Sierra  Leone) ;  I  say,  no,  dis  no  be  like  a  my 
country;  dis  people  no  de  talk  my  people  plaver.  I  no 
like  um;  I  want  see  my  people  long  time.  Missionary  tell 
me,  go  school,  go  chapel ;  I  go ;  some  my  people  be  dare ; 
he  tell  me  'bout  God  an'  Jesus.    I  like  ^«af^b^(3( 
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sion^y  teach  me  heap.  Me  pray  long  tune ;  den  Jesos 
come  ;  I  tink  I  see  de  Lord.  Me  feel  so  good.  I  eaj  dis 
country  be  betta  an  my  comitry.  Tank  de  Lord  I  come 
see  dis  people." 

"Don't  you  want  to  go  back  to  your  country  now," 
said  I. 

"  Please  de  Lord,  I  like  a  teU  a  me  people  'bout  dis  ear 
'ligion  an'  de  blessed  Jesus ;  but  I  no  kin  go ;  I  pray  de 
Lord  he  send  dem  missionary  people  for  tell  my  people 
how  for  do." 

Similar  to  this  is  the  experience  of  many  of  those  who 
have  become  religious,  and  by  industry  make  a  comfortaiUe 
living;  but  many  others  there  are  upon  whom  c<»itact 
with  civilization  has  had  no  more  effect  than  it  has  upon 
monkeys.  They  learn  a  few  of  the  tricks  or  vices  of 
civilized  men,  and,  indolent  and  unhs^py,  are  always  pining 
for  the  greater  freedom  of  their  previous  state. 
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CHAPTER  Vn. 

SIEBBA  LEOXH — CONCLUDED. 

Berenne  of  the  Colony^GoTernment — Commerce — ^Trade  with  the 
U.  S. — Schools  and  Churches — Methodist  Missions — ^Rev.  Mr.  Bowea*8 
View  of  Freetown — ^Advantages  of  Sierra  Leone  as  a  Mission  Field- 
Han.  Mr.  Smythe — Uev,  Mr.  Jones — ^Pleasant  Hours — ^The  Man- 
dingoes — ^An  Appeal  for  Arabic  Bibles  and  other  Books-^Qoestions 
concerning  Christ — Ingenuity  of  Mandingo  Mechanics — Market  of 
Freetown— Adiea, 

Tecb  revenue  of  the  colony  of  Sierra  Leone  is  derived  from 
a  direct  tax  imposed  on  all  holders  of  real-estate,  and  from 
the  custom-house  receipt-s.  Every  freeholder  pays  an 
annual  tax  of  one  dollar  and  twenty  cents ;  but  when  his 
estate  is  worth  more  than  $100,  he  pays  five  per  cent,  per 
annum  on  his  income.  In  1855,  this  revenue  amounted  to 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars.  The  expenses 
of  the  colony  are  but  a  trifle  in  excess  of  this ;  it  is,  there- 
fore, evident,  that  in  a  year  or  two  it  will  be  self-support- 
ing, and  soon  will  be  a  source  of  wealth  to  the  British 
crown  directly,  as  it  has  long  been  to  her  merchants.  The 
roads,  bridges,  wharves  and  other  works  of  public  utility, 
are  kept  in  order  by  a  tax  of  thirty-six  o&atSjper  capites 
collected  from  every  able-bodied  adult  resident.  A  week's 
work  on  the  road  may  be  substituted  for  this. 

The  judicial  law  of  the  colony  is  the  common  law  of 
England,  administered  by  petty  magistrates,  a  chief  justice, 
and  a  chief  magistrate.    Criminal  cases,  as  with  us^e  tried 
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by  a  jury.  The  legislative  body  is  a  council  chamber, 
of  which  the  governor  is  president,  and  of  which  the 
bishop,  colonial  secretary,  collector  of  customs,  chief 
magistrate,  and  the  chief  of  the  police  are  permanent 
members. 

The  commerce  of  Sierra  Leone  is  rapidly  increasing,  and 
considering  the  age  of  the  colony,  and  the  disadvantages 
nnder  which  it  has  labored,  from  the  character  of  its 
inhabitants,  and  the  frequent  changes  among  its  officers  by 
death  and  removals,  has  already  attained  to  quite  noticeable 
proportions.  In  1855,  the  value  of  importations  amounted 
to  $574,500,  and  the  exports  to  $852,735.  The  productions 
of  the  present  year  (1858)  may  be  safely  estimated  at  one 
million  of  dollars.  From  Lieut.  Myers,  of  our  ship,  I 
received  the  following  statement : 

"  The  number  of  American  vessels  which  arrived  in  the 
port  of  Freetown  in  the  course  of  eight  months,  in  the 
year  1856,  js  seventeen.  Total  tonnage,  3,722.  Cargoes 
imported  were  general,  mainly  flour  and  other  provisions." 

The  more  important  articles  of  exportation  are  timber, 
palmroil,  pea-nuts  and  palm-nuts.  The  teakwood,  of  which 
large  quantities  are  shipped  to  England,  is  highly  valuable 
in  ship-building. 

Li  Freetown  there  is  a  grammar  school  supported  by  the 
government,  and  numbering  two  hmidred  and  thirty  stu- 
dents. The  other  schools  in  the  colony  are  supported  by 
the  missionary  societies  of  the  Methodist  and  Episcopal 
churches,  and  are  attended  by  over  8,000  regular  day 
scholars.  There  are  besides  these,  two  collegiate  institutes, 
in  which  young  men  are  prepared  for  teaching  and  the 
ministry.    One  of  these  is  supported  by  the  British  Con- 
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ference  of  the  Methodist  church ;  the  other  by  the  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  the  church  of  England.  The  church  in 
the  colony  is  represented  by  denominations,  which  stand  in 
number  and  importance  in  the  following  order:  Methodists, 
7,000;  attendants  on  public  worship,  12,000;  church  of 
England,  4,000;  communicants,  attendants,  6,000;  Afri- 
can Methodists,  Lady  Huntingdons,  and  Baptists  together, 
2,000. 

The  Methodists  here,  as  everywhere  in  Africa,  are  doing 
a  successful  and  permanent  work.  The  ofScera  of  the 
church  are  as  follows:  Missionaries,  7;  local  preachers, 
seven  of  whom  speak  their  mother  tongues,  136 ;  day- 
school  teachers,  47;  Sunday-school  teachers,  160;  they 
have  thirty  chapels  and  several  outside  preaching-places; 
twenty-one  day-schools,  and  the  same  number  of  Sunday- 
schools.  The  Episcopalians  have  more  schools  and  scholars, 
but  in  their  system  of  class-meetings,  which  they  carry  out 
in  true  Wesleyan  form  and  spirit,  the  Methodists  have  the 
advantage  of  them,  and  indeed  of  all  others,  in  training 
candidates  for  membership.  The  probationary  relation  is 
protracted  until  they  are  thoroughly  indoctrinated  in  the 
cardinal  truths  of  Christianity,  and  give  evidence  that  they 
are  practical  Christians.  The  members  of  this  and  other 
churches  give  liberally,  for  their  means,  toward  the  support 
of  the  missionaries  and  the  day-schools.  Several  of  the 
latter,  among  both  Methodists  and  Episcopalians,  are  self- 
supporting. 

In  view  of  the  above  facts,  I  was  not  a  little  surprised  to 
find,  in  Mr.  Bowen's  excellent  work  on  Central  Africa,  the 
following  passage:  "Freetown  itself  is  a  great  and 
important  misdonary  field,  especially  to  those  who  preach 
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the  Gospel  as  preached  by  Bt^tists.  I  am  not  aware  of  the 
light  in  which  this  remark  may  be  regarded  j  nevertheless, 
Sierra  Leone  does  need  the  doctrine  and  the  practical 
common-sense  preaching  and  management  which  Baptists 
can  give  them."  Like  Mr.  B.,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  how 
this  remark  may  be  regarded,  especially  in  view  of  the  &ct, 
which  Mr.  B.  very  candidly  admits,  that  the  B^^tist 
missions,  though  conducted  by  English  gentlemen  of  seal 
and  education,  and  with  respectable  means  at  command, 
have  been  an  utter  fiiilure ;  and  for  the  want  of  that  very 
thing  which  Mr.  B.  claims  for  his  denomination  as  a  par- 
excellent  quality,  namely,  practical  common-^ense  preach- 
ing and  management.  The  Christian  world  has  yet  to 
learn  that  the  Gospel,  as  preached  by  Baptists,  has  any 
more  commonrsense  in  it  than  the  Gospel  as  preached  by 
other  orthodox  Christians.  We  will  believe,  however,  that 
their  management,  as  applied  to  Africans,  is  excellent  when 
it  is  demonstrated  in  the  fruits  of  the  promising  and 
&vorably-situatcd  missions  of  the  Baptist  denomination  in 
Central  Africa.  Mr.  Bowen  has  begun  a  good  work  in 
Africa,  and  most  heartily  we  wish  him  and  his  colaborers, 
among  whom  we  have  a  highly  esteemed  friend,  God's 
speed. 

Mr.  B.,  who  is  a  man  of  uncommon  common-sense,  beheld 
in  Sierra  Leone  peculiar  advantages  and  demands  for  mis- 
sionary labors ;  and  certainly  when  we  consider  that  here 
are  the  representatives  of  so  many  tribes,  still  speaking 
their  own  language  and  anxious  to  receive  instruction,  who, 
after  being  instructed,  might  be  sent  back  as  teachers  to 
their  own  people,  or  employed  as  interpreters  and  assist- 
ants to  missionaries  going  south  or  interiorwise,  the  field  is 
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peculiarly  inviting.  Here,  as  on  the  Gambia,  the  missionary 
of  any  conntry  and  of  any  denomination  would  find  wel- 
come and  sympathy.  From  among  the  various  classes  of 
the  population,  described  in  the  last  chapter,  he  might 
s^ect  that  field  of  labor  to  which  he  felt  himself  best 
adapted;  and  in  the  resident  missionaries,  he  would  find 
valoable  advisers  in  selecting  and  planning  his  work.  Let 
not  the  missionary  lightly  esteem  the  dear-bought  ex- 
perience of  his  predecessors.  Had  Mr.  Bowen  associated 
himself  more  extensively  with  the  clergymen  of  Sierra 
Leone,  he  would  have  left  some  things  in  his  book  unwrit- 
ten. With  facts  like  these,  which  they  might  have  known 
and  ought  to  have  known,  how  could  the  Committee  on 
Missions  of  the  late  General  Conference  of  the  M.  E.  church, 
South,  state  to  the  world  that  to  their  missionaries  there  is 
*'  no  opening  in  Africa."  But  I  shall  pay  my  respects  to 
that  very  unmethodistic  and  timid  clause  of  their  report 
after  a  while. 

A  few  mornings  after  our  arrival,  I  breakfasted  by  invi- 
tation with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Smythe,  the  colonial  secretary, 
and  was  met  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jones,  president  of  the  Epis- 
copal Collegiate  Institute.  Seldom  has  it  been  my  privilege 
to  spend  a  morning  so  pleasantly  as  that  passed  in  the 
society  of  these  intelligent  and  Christian  gentlemen. 
Mr.  Smythe  and  his  accomplished  lady  are  bright  mulat- 
toes,  natives  of  the  "West  Indies.  Mr.  Jones  is  a  native  of 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and  like  most  Carolinians,  black 
or  white,  is  very  proud  of  his  State.  He  is  a  man  of  warm 
southern  feelings — said  he  loved  the  South  and  southern 
people,  and  believed  that  toward  his  race  they  have 
kindlier  feelings,  and  sincerer  friendship,  than  the  people  p^ 
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the  North  or  West.  He  did  not  hesitate  to  express  the 
desire  that  certam  ameliorations  might  take  phice  in  the 
condition  of  colored  people  in  the  South ;  he  belieTed  that 
as  they  advanced  in  morals  and  intelligence,  their  condition 
would  be  improved,  and  he  rested  Ids  hopes  of  this  on  his 
knowledge  of  the  noble  impulses  of  the  southern  gentleman, 
and  not  on  the  insincere  pretensions  of  northern  agitators. 
In  early  life,  Mr.  Jones  went  to  England,  where,  in  the 
course  of  time,  he  received  a  classical  education  and  holy 
orders,  and  was  at  length  promoted  to  the  important 
position  which  he  now  honors  and  enjoys.  In  his  manners, 
he  reminded  me  much  of  Andrew  Marshall,  of  Savannah ; 
he  is,  however,  many  years  younger,  and  several  shades 
darker  than  he.  He  received  his  first  lesson  in  religion  and 
letters  from  Mr.  Pine,  formerly  rector  of  the  Episcopal 
church  in  Charleston.  His  mother  will  be  recollected  by 
many  of  the  old  citizens  of  Charleston,  as  the  keeper  of  a 
respectable  boarding-house  near  the  market. 

The  Mandingoes,  to  whom  we  referred  in  the  last  chap- 
ter, are  the  representatives  of  a  large  and  powerful  tribe  of 
the  interior.  They  are  taJl  and  erect  in  person,  regular  in 
features,  dignified  and  taciturn,  and  characterized  by  mental 
and  physical  activity,  industry  and  intelligence.  In  their 
village,  on  the  eastern  suburbs  of  Freetown,  they  have 
several  schools,  where,  under  Mohammedan  priests  of  their 
own  tribes,  their  children  are  taught  to  read  and  write 
Arabic,  and  study  the  Koran.  In  the  schools  which  I 
visited,  in  company  with  the  Rev,  Mr.  Dillon,  the  children 
were  transcribing  passages  from  an  Arabic  Bible ;  they  sat 
on  the  ground,  and,  holding  the  slip  of  paper  on  a  board 
resting  on  their  knees,  wrote  with  a  pen  made  &om  a  small 
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cane  or  reed.  The  British  Bible  Society  lately  made  a 
donation  of  Arabic  BiMes  to  the  missionaries  of  Freetown 
for  the  benefit  of  these  and  other  Mohammedan  tribes.  Mr. 
Dillon  informed  me  that  they  accepted  them  readily,  read 
them  and  took  care  of  them,  and  applied  for  a  larger  sup- 
ply, that  they  might  send  some  copies  to  their  brethren  in 
the  interior. 

*'  The  AMcan  Mohammedan,"  said  the  priest  of  the  scho<d, 
**  will  read  anything  that  is  written  in  Arabic."  He  him- 
self was  thoroughly  read  in  the  Old  and  New  Testament 
Scriptures,  and  I  believe  was  "  almost  persuaded."  Dr.  S., 
who  was  with  us,  asked  him : 

"Who  is  Christ?" 

**  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  Mary,"  said  he. 

"  But  who  is  his  Father  ?"  continued  the  doctor. 

**  Had  none,"  was  the  reply. 

"How  can  that  be?" 

**  Don't  know,"  said  the  priest,  shaking  his  head,  adding, 
at  the  same  time,  some  words  of  his  own  language,  which 
Mr.  Dillon  informed  us  signified  "  Mystery,  mystery." 

Cannot  ^ese  intelligent  people  be  supplied  with  Arabic 
Bibles,  Evidences  of  Christianity,  Catechisms  and  other 
good  books  in  the  Arabic  language  ?  We  believe  that  the 
Word,  where  it  is  read,  will  produce  good  results — ^that  it 
will  not  return  void.    Let  us  act  our  belief  I 

The  Mandingoes  wear  turbans  or  fez  caps,  and  those  who 
can  afford  it  sport  gaily  colored  togas,  and  strong  leathern 
sandals.  Their  houses  are  larger  and  more  cleanly  than 
those  of  the  more  barbarous  tribes.  The  walls  are  gene- 
rally eight  or  ten  feet  in  height,  and  about  two  feet  in  thick- 
ness, being  built  of  a  red  tenacious  clay.    They  are  often 
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6ap][died  with  window  saflhes,  and  well-made  Aoors ;  in  the 
windows,  oiled  paper  generally  supplies  the  place  of  glass. 
We  visited  one  of  their  blacksmith  shops,  where  they  were 
engaged  in  making  dirks  and  rough  swords  fi*om  old  iron. 
They  told  us  that  in  the  interior  they  prepared  their  own 
iron,  which  they  dig  out  of  the  mountains.  The  primitiye 
and  ingenious  construction  of  the  blacksmith's  bellows 
attracted  our  attention.  It  is  a  bifurcated  tube;  the  ex- 
tremities of  the  forks  are  supf^ed  with  two  bags  of  kid- 
skin,  a  boy  sits  between  these,  holding  the  bags  by  the 
necks,  one  in  each  hand ;  as  he  raises  them,  he  opens  his 
hands  so  as  to  admit  the  air  into  each  sack,  then  closing 
them  tightly  and  pressing  down,  forces  the  air  through  the 
tube  into  the  burning  coals.  By  working  his  hands  alter- 
nately he  produces  a  continuous  and  strong  stream  of  air. 
They  have  some  idea  of  casting,  also,  and  showed  us  rings, 
little  birds,  and  other  ornaments  molded  in  brass.  In 
leather  work  they  are  very  ingenious ;  and  have  looms  for 
the  manufacture  of  coarse  cloths  and  matting— conmionly 
grass-doth,  prepared  fi*om  the  inner  bark  of  certain  trees. 

The  market  of  Sierra  Leone  presents  many  objects  of 
interest  to  the  American,  such,  for  example,  as  monkeys, 
baked  bats,  and  pounded  locusts,  as  articles  of  food.  Here, 
however,  as  everywhere  else  in  the  colony,  European  com- 
modities and  styles  are  driving  out  the  heathenish  and 
African.  To  see  an  AMcan  market  in  full  character,  we 
must  go  further  South. 

On  the  morning  of  the  last  day  pf  our  stay  in  Sierra 
Leone,  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Teal  and  Dillon  visited  our  ship 
and  breakfasted  with  the  ward-room  mess.  In  the  after* 
noon,  the  commander  and  commissioned  officers  went  ashore 
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CHAPTER  Vm. 

KBOOMEN. 

Coast  of  Liberifti— Yigitors^Kroomeii — Their  Emplojment,  Vlllagefl,  etc 
— ^Tom  Pepper  and  Ben  Coffee — ^Names  of  Eroomen — ^Domestic  Sjs- 
tem — ^Religious  Ideas — Superstitions — ^Their  First  Parent — Origin  of 
the  name,  Kroo— Tradition  respecting  the  Origin  of  the  White  and 
Black  Races — Comparatire  Intelligence,  etc. — ^Whj  are  not  the  Erooa 
more  Civilized? — Commerce  and  Ciyilization. 

Land-ho  !  soanded  from  the  main-top,  and  an  hour  after. 
Cape  Momit,  on  the  coast  of  Liberia,  was  visible  from  the 
quarter  deck.  Black  specks  were  descried  on  the  distant 
waves,  bounding  from  crest  to  crest  on  their  way  to  meet 
us,  like  things  of  life. 

We  were  soon  among  them,  and  what  seemed  to  be  goUs, 
or  other  sea-birds,  in  the  distance,  turned  out  to  be  canoes, 
or  what  we  familiarly  term  dug-outs,  generally  eighteen 
inches  wide,  and  from  twelve  to  twenty  feet  long,  each 
carrying  from  one  to  four  naked  savages.  Not  entirely 
naked,  however,  for  each  had  on  an  old  hat  or  a  handker- 
chief about  his  head,  and  rings  of  ivory,  tin,  or  brass  on  his 
ankles  and  wrists,  besides  charms  or  gris-gris — ^pronounced 
gree-ffreea — round  the  neck.  We  were  twenty  miles  from 
shore,  and  the  sea  ran  very  high ;  yet  these  venturers  turned 
and  manoeuvred  their  light  crafts  with  as  much  ease  and 
confidence  as  if  they  were  floating  on  a  lake,  and  kept  close 
alongside,  although  we  were  going  at  the  rate  of  eight 
knots  an  hour.    Several  were  permitted  to  come  on  board, 
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where  they  made  some  alterations  in  toilet^  by  transferring 
the  kerchief  fipom  the  head  to  the  loins,  and  thus  equipped, 
proceeded  to  present  their  testimonials  and  letters  of  recom- 
mendation, which  they  carried  in  leathern  or  tin  cases  sus- 
pended from  the  neck,  or  folded  in  the  head-dress,  to  the 
commander,  and  to  ask  for  employment. 

These  are  the  Kroomen  so  frequently  mentioned  by 
African  voyagers,  and  so  fevorably  known  to  our  traders 
and  cruisers.  They  generally  speak  a  little  broken  Eng- 
lish, and  from  their  acquamtance  with  the  tribes  and  har- 
bors of  the  coast,  are  very  useful  as  pilots  and  interpreters. 
They  occupy  several  villages  along  the  coasts  of  Sierra  Leone 
and  Liberia,  where,  though  mixed  with  other  tribes,  they 
preserve  their  own  forms  of  government  and  religion. 
When  a  vessel  appears  on  the  horizon,  they  launch  their 
eanoes  smd  go  out  to  meet  her ;  the  head  men,  or  leaders 
of  gangs,  go  on  board,  and  he  who  can  make  the  best  pala- 
ver generally  finds  employment  for  himself  and  gang. 
Traders  and  men-of-war  find  these  men  very  useful  in  row- 
ing boats  and  other  work  which  involves  an  exposure  to  the 
smi,  such  as  white  men  cannot  stand  on  the  coast  without 
great  risk  of  life,  especially  on  the  rivers.  They  engage 
themselves  for  the  cruise,  at  rates  which  vary  from  four  to 
t^i  dollars  per  month,  and  always  on  the  condition  that 
they  shall  be  returned,  at  the  end  of  it,  to  the  port  where 
they  were  shipped.  These  wages  seem  small,  but  when 
they  have  made  a  few  cruises  on  men-ofwar,  and  saved  their 
money,  they  have  enough  to  make  them  independent  for 
life.  The  young  and  smgle  men,  at  the  end  of  a  cruise, 
after  supplying  themselves  with  gay  kerchieft  and  trinkets, 
and  reserving  a  little  for  pocket-money,  deposit  their  eam- 
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ings  with  sonio  aged  relative,  wha,  after  supplying  his  own 
wants,  divides  the  remainder  among  the  needy  relations. 
Cases  of  extraordinary  liberality  in  this  direction  are  nume- 
rous among  them,  and  secure  to  tiie  giver  the  favor  of  his 
tribe.  Those  who  are  matrimonially  inclined  invest  their 
funds  in  wives,  and  are  important  and  independent  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  they  own. 

Here  I  must  anticipate  myself  a  little,  and  introduce  two 
gentlemen,  who,  with  a  dozen  others,  we  shipped  at  Mon- 
rovia— ^Tom  Pepper  and  B^i  Coffee,  I  ^oyed  the  confi- 
dence of  these  intelligent  leaders  of  our  Kroo  company,  and 
in  the  course  of  the  cruise  gathered  a  great  deal  of  informa- 
tion &om  them  respecting  their  own  and  other  tribes. 
Their  names  are  not  half  so  dignified  as  their  manners,  but, 
like  the  names  of  all  Kroomen,  are  given  at  the  caprice  of 
fun-loving  ssdlors,  and  though  sometimes  changed  by  new 
employers,  generally  stick  to  them  for  life.  The  following 
are  fair  samples  of  some  of  them,  and  familiar  to  the  coast 
cruiser :  Ben  Jumbo,  Jim  Crow,  Lilly  White,  Beef  Steak, 
Bottle  o'Beor,  Ginger  Pop. 

"  Tom,"  said  I  to  Pepper  one  day,  near  the  end  of  the 
cruise,  and  after  making  out  his  account,  which  amount- 
ed to  something  like  a  hundred  dollars,  ^^what  are 
you  going  to  do  with  all  this  money  when  yon  get 
home  ?" 

"  Buy  wife," 

'*  You  just  now  told  me  that  you  had  three  already  V* 

"  Yes,  sa,  but  I  want  tree  mo." 

"  What,  six  I    How  can  you  support  so  many  ?" 

"  O,  he  s'port  he  sel^  sa." 

"Who  supports  the  children?"       ...zed  by  Google 
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"  He  s*port  dem  too ;  and  s'pose  I  no  want  for  go  sea  no 
more,  he  work  for  me  too." 

**  Whom  do  you  buy  your  wives  from  ?" 

"He  &der;  s'pose  he  got  no  fader,  I  dash — ^make  a 
present^ — ^he  'lation,  an*  ho  sell  um." 

"  How  much  is  a  niee  young  wife  worth  ?" 

"  S'pose  he  people  be  poor,  he  sdl  for  twenty  dollar ; 
s'pose  he  no  want  to  sell  much,  he  be  price  fiftce  dollar,  an' 
heap  dash." 

Tins  law  of  estimate  applies  among  fairer  maidens  than 
the  dusky  daughters  of  the  Bjtoos.  I  tried  to  convince 
Tom  that  snoh  a  state  of  things  was  wrong,  impolitic,  and 
imnatural ;  but  when  I  closed  the  argument,  Tom  replied, 
with  a  grin  of  good-natured  incredulity  : 

"You  no  like  him,  but  he  be  berry  good  for  we 
people." 

The  Kroos  are  at  present  insignificant,  in  point  of  num- 
bers, and  the  only  territory  which  they  now  claim  as  their 
own,  is  a  small  district  in  the  vicinity  of  Cape  Palmas ;  but 
physically  and  mentally  they  are  in  advance  of  most  of  the 
non-Mohammedi2ed  tribes,  and  are  believed  by  traders  to  be 
&ithfnl,  brave,  and  honest,  above  all  their  brethren.  There 
is  a  tradition  among  them  which  I  am  inclined  to  believe, 
namely,  that  they  are  descended  from  a  people  who  once 
possessed  many  hundred  miles  of  sea-coast,  who  were  the 
most  powerful  of  the  tribes  of  west  Africa,  but  who  have 
been  reduced  by  surrounding  tribes,  allied  against  them  in 
war,  and  that  this  tribe  was  not  originally  called  Kroo. 
They*pride  themselves  in  the  belief  that  none  of  then*  peo- 
ple were  ever  sold  as  slaves ;  yet  they  themselves  have  ever 
been  active  abettors  of  slaving,  and  it  is  likely  that  their 
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numbers  were  much  reduced  by  ^teaHage^  during  the  preya- 
lence  of  the  trade.  They  admit  that  after  loading  the 
slavers,  the  Kroomen  were  sometimes  carried  off  with  the 
cargo  ;  but  will  not  admit  that  they  were  afterward  sold. 
They  were,  no  doubt,  lured  off  with  the  promise  of  being 
sent  back,  but  the  good  price  offered  for  such  fine-looking 
fellows  was  a  bait  that  English  and  Spanish  traders  could 
not  resist.  It  is  a  fact,  however,  that  they  are  not  to  be 
found  as  slaves  among  the  surrounding  peoples.  As  evi- 
dence of  their  muscular  development,  we  state,  that  he  is 
considered  a  weak  man  among  them  who  cannot  hold  a  bar- 
rel of  beef— 200  lbs. — at  arm's  length  above  his  head,  and 
walk  with  it  through  a  heavy  surf  to  a  boat  two  hundred 
yards  from  shore.  In  features  they  are  less  coarse  than  the 
Ouinea-man,  have  more  beard  than  many  others,  and  in 
color  are  of  a  dark  chocolate,  rather  than  black.  They  are 
monotheists,  yet  worship  idols,  because,  like  most  other 
idolaters,  they  believe  that  these  are  the  media  through 
which  men  must  approach  unto  God.  What  a  loud  though 
unconscious  cry  for  the  Great  Mediator  I  They  b^eve 
also  in  the  existence  of  devils  or  evil  spiritB,  and,  I  think, 
pray  to  them,  and  also  in  a  future  state  of  rewards  and 
punishments.  They  are  naturally  inclined  to  fiitalism — ^will 
make  great  Calvinists  some  day  I — ^but  are,  notwithstanding, 
quite  superstitious,  and  contact  with  civilized  men  effects 
but  little  change  in  their  ideas  on  this  subject. 

One  of  our  Kroomen  died  of  cholera  while  we  were  cruis- 
ing off  the  Cape  Verd  Islands  in  1856,  and  was  buried  in  the 
sea.  Next  morning  one  of  the  mess-mates  of  the  deceased 
reported  himself  sick,  but  without  showing  any  particolar 
symptoms.  ogtzed  by  Google 
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^  What  is  the  matter  with  that  Kroo  boy  in  the  siok 
bay  ?"  said  I  to  Tom  Pepper. 

"  He  be  skeere,  sa." 

"Scared  of  what?" 

"  He  tink  he  been  see  de  dead  man  on  deck  las'  night." 

"  Nonsense,  Tom !  You  don't  believe  that,  do  you  ?"  I 
supposed  that  Tom  was  too  intelligent  for  that,  but  he  un- 
deceived me,  saying,  with  a  thoughtful  face : 

"  I  dim  no,  sa — I  tink  may  be  so,  he  see  um." 

I  made  Tom  act  as  interpreter,  while  I  tried  to  explain 
to  the  poor  fellow,  that  if  such  an  appearance  were  pos- 
sible, it  could  do  him  no  harm.  The  talk  didn't  convince 
Tom,  but  an  hour  after  I  saw  the  sick  man  on  deck  laugh- 
ing and  talking  with  his  comp^iions. 

They  hold  that  their  first  parent  on  coming  from  heaven 
landed  near  a  large  lake  in  their  country,  and  that  a  canoe 
and  equipment  were  provided  for  him ;  that,  therefore,  they 
are  fond  of  sea-going  as  a  profession,  and  that  they  are 
less  liable  to  accidents  on  water  than  others.  I  imagine 
that  the  present  name  of  this  race  is  a  corruption  of  Crew- 
man, they  having  been  employed  as  portions  of  the  crews  of 
traders  on  the  coast  for  many  centuries.  They  have  an 
interesting  tradition  relating  to  the  origin  of  the  white  and 
black  races  and  their  comparative  merits.  The  internal 
evidence  will  not  sustain  the  antiquity  claimed  for  it,  but 
we  may  suppose  that  the  instruments  of  modem  science  re- 
ferred to  in  it  are  mere  interpolations,  employed  to  express 
the  idea  more  forcibly.  It  recognizes  black  and  white  as 
original  distinctions,  yet  gives  to  the  two  races  a  common 
origin  in  point  of  time.  Ben  Coffee,  who  is  the  most  intel- 
ligent Kroo  that  I  have  seen,  a  man  of  character,  intelligence. 
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and  well  versed  in  the  customs  and  traditions  of  his  tribe, 
and  who  withal  speaks  quite  understandable  English,  mo^t 
be  allowed  to  tell  his  own  story. 

''  Let  us  call  up  Ben  and  ask  him  some  questions,"  said 
the  officer  of  the  deck,  with  whom  I  had  been  discussing  the 
peculiarities  of  our  black  shipmates. 

"  Ben  Cofibe,"  said  I,  "  do  your  people  believe  that  there 
is  a  God  ?» 

"No,  sir." 

"  What  do  they  suppose  made  the  sea,  the  sun,  and  the 
moon  ?" 

"  Neahswah  make  him." 

"  Who,  or  what  is  JSTeahswah  ?" 

"  He  what  make  me  and  all  dem  tings.  Mos  same  what 
you  call  Jesa  Chrise." 

"  Very  good,  Ben ;  I  think  we  understand  each  otii&r. 
Can  Neahswah  die,  Ben  ?" 

"No,  he  lib  all  time." 

"  Can  he  do  everything  ?" 

"Yes." 

"  Is  he  in  every  place  ?" 

"  Yes,  all  place  same  time." 

"  Is  he  good  ?" 

"  I  tink  so — sometimeJ*^ 

"  What  do  your  people  think  ?" 

"  He  tink  he  good  sometime?'* 

"Poor  Ben !"  said  I,  "the  unassisted  reason  of  a  Plato 
could  say  no  more.  Tell  me  again,"  sdd  I,  "  what  your 
people  say  about  the  beginnmg  of  the  black  and  ^hite 
men?" 

Pepper  came  up  as  a  listener ;  and  Ben,  clearing  his  throat 
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and  hitching  up  his  pants,  proceeded,  with  a  solemn  face,  as 
follows : 

"  Neahswah,  after  he  make  land  and  sea,  make  a  brack 
man  and  white  boj.  He  make  nm  same  time — ^brack  man 
fas,  leetle  bit.  Den  he  make  big  honse,  an  in  de  house  make 
big  chop  (a  feast) — ^hab  rice,  cassada,  fish,  palm  wine,  plan- 
tain, an  heap  we  people  wittles ;  an  he  hab  roas  meat,  sof 
tak  (wheaten  bread),  white  peo|^e  wine,  and  heap  ting.  Den 
in  same  place  wid  de  chop  he  put  calabash,  wine  glass,  fish 
hook,  knife  an  fork,  watch,  compass,  an  heap  strange  ting ; 
an  den  on  de  sea,  by  de  house,  he  put  cunnoo  and  paddle, 
and  big  ship  an  all  de  rope  an  sail  fix.  Neahswah  say, 
^  Brack  man  go  in  dat  chop,  eat,  an  den  take  what  ting  you 
like.  I  want  see  which  be  smarter,  you  nor  dis  white  boy.' 
Brack  man  go  in,  he  tase  de  roas  meat,  de  sof  tak,  de  wine ; 
be  say,  ^  me  no  like  dis.'  He  tase  de  palm  wine,  de  fish,  de 
rice,  de  cassada;  he  say, '  I  like  dis,'  an  he  eat  lot  of  um. 
Den  he  look  at  de  tings,  de  compass,  de  watch,  de  knife  an 
fork,  he  say, '  I  no  saby  dis ' — {saby  or  saoa  is  used  on  the 
whole  coast  as  synonymous  with  imderstand).  He  look  at 
de  calabash,  at  de  fish  hook  an  line,  he  say,  ^  me  saby  dis.' 
He  take  um  an  go  to  de  beach ;  he  see  de  big  ship,  he  no 
like  um — ^he  feared.  He  see  de  cunnoo,  he  say, '  dis  do  for 
me  catch  fish ;'  he  take  um. 

"  Neahswah  say, '  White  boy  go  in  chop ;  eat,  an  take 
what  ting  you  like.'  He  eat  de  nice  witUe^  but  no  eat  much, 
like  brack  man.  He  look  at  de  watch,  compass,  an  all 
strange  ting ;  he  say,  *  me  saby  dis,  he  be  good  for  me,  show 
me  ebery  place.'  He  see  big  ship,  he  no  fear,  he  dim  up  an 
fix  sail,  he  say,  ^  I  like  um,  he  take  me  &r  country.'  He  no 
like  riee,  palm  wine,  cassada ;  he  no  want  for  fish,  he  say. 
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^  Bon  be  too  hot ;'  he  no  like  connoo,  caose  he  turn  over  wid 
him.  Neahswah  see  all  dis ;  he  call  mn  np ;  he  say,  ^  Brack 
man,  dis  yea  white  boy  got  heap  more  sense,  bat  he  no  can 
work :  you  good  for  work.'  He  say, '  White  boy,  you  no  can 
work  like  a  dis  yea  man,  but  you  hab  more  sense.'  So  brack 
man  hab  rice,  an  fish,  cassada,  an  heap  good  ting  for  eat : 
white  peo{de  good  for  make  big  war  i^p,have  compass,  and 
all  dem  strange  ting.  He  can  make  book,  but  he  no  can 
work  good." 

It  may  be  asked  here  indiy  are  not  these  people  more 
civilized,  considering  that  for  so  many  generations  they  have 
been  in  intimate  contact  with  civilized  men.  We  answer 
— ^First,  it  is  not  the  business  of  traders  and  cruisers  to 
teach  the  principles  and  arts  of  civilization.  Secondly, 
Traders  do  not  desire  to  civilize.  Nine-tenths  of  them  be- 
lieve that  it  is  to  their  advantage  to  keep  the  people  with 
whom  they  trade  in  ignorance ;  and  hence  it  is  that,  as  a 
class,  these  men  are  not  &vorable  to  missionary  enterprises. 
Be  it  remembered,  however,  that  among  American  and 
English  traders  there  are  noble  exceptions. 

Let  us  say  to  you,  dear  reader,  that  the  talk  of  whidi  we 
hear  so  much  nowadays,  from  secular  and  religious  men, 
about  the  civilizing  influence  of  commerce,  is  only  taUc — 
nothing  more  I  That,  when  accompanied  by  the  efforts  of 
the  schoolmaster  and  the  missionary,  trade  may  give  an  im- 
petus and  permanency  to  the  work  of  civilization  we  grant. 
That  of  itself  it  is  calculated  to  elevate,  in  any  sense,  those 
brought  within  its  influence,  we  deny.  Nay,  where  traders 
have  preceded  the  teachers  of  civilization,  the  very  name  of 
Christianity  is  in  disrepute ;  and  the  teacher  of  4t  is  received 
with  an  opposition  and  distrust  that  years  of-zealous,  dism- 
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terested  labors  may  not  suffice  to  dissipate ;  for  with  the 
name  Christian  the  heathens  have  learned  to  associate  lying, 
injustice,  and  inhumanity. 

Bat  we  must  not  forget  that  we  are  aboard  ship.  The 
Jamestown  has  dropped  anchor  within  half  a  mile  of  Cape 
Mesurado,  which  rises  250  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea, 
and  is  sonnounted  by  a  light-house.  It  is  a  calm,  sunny 
ervening;  the  land  of  the  palm  is  before  us,  clothed  in  its 
changeless  green.  The  Kroo  huts  on  the  beach^  the  roo& 
and  spires  of  Monrovia,  are  glistening  above  the  green  foli- 
age of  the  virgiu  forest.  When  morning  comes  we  shall 
take  a  ne^er  view  of  much  abused,  extravagantly  pndsed 
Liberia. 
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Qnestions  concerning  Liberia — ^Bowen  and  other  Trayellers — T'riendfl  of 
tlie  GoloDuation  Enterpriflea — ^Two  Classefi  of  Opponents^-A  Meeting- 
placo  for  Extremists  of  the  Korth  and  South — How  Extremists  reason 
— The  "Capacity  for  Self-government"  Question — The  Position  of 
Ck)n8ervatiye  Soathemers — ^Monrovia. 

It  is  intimated  in  tbo  last  chapter,  that  Liberia  has  not  been 
always  fairly  represented  by  those  who  have  undertaken  to 
describe  her  and  her  people  to  the  world ;  that  she  has  been 
traduced  by  her  enemies,  and,  what  is  worse,  in  effect,  ex- 
cessively praised  by  her  friends.  To  this  we  may  add  the 
fact  complained  of  by  emigrants,  by  missionaries,  traders, 
naval  officers,  and  other  visitors,  namely,  the  want  of  plain, 
imprejudiced  statements  of  the  present  condition  of  the 
country  and  its  people.  What  is  the  country  in  its  climate, 
soil,  and  productions ;  what  the  advantages  and  difficulties 
in  agricultural  pursuits?  What  are  the  people  socially, 
morally,  nationally?  What  do  they  eat,  and  drink,  and 
wear,  and  how  do  they  get  these  indispensable  things  ?  Are 
they  poor  or  rich,  and  what  are  the  chances  of  being  either? 
Are  they  playing  government,  or  are  they  truly  and  hap- 
pily governed,  having  law,  and  power  to  maintain  it  ?  K 
so,  how  and  by  whom  are  they  governed?  Are  they  entirely 
independent,  or  capable  of  so  being  ?  Are  they  progress- 
ing in  intelligence,  morals  and  wealth  as  a  nation  ?  If  so, 
will  they  continue  to  progress  ?    If  not,  ho^^r  long  before 
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tbey  get  back  to  the  bush?  These  are  questioiu  asked 
daily,  and  to  which,  as  we  have  said,  the  soiswers  have  been 
donbtfal  and  various. 

Bowen's  excellent  chapter  on  Liberia,  Captain  Foote's 
very  creditable  work  on  Africa,  Wilson's  references  to  Libe- 
ria, and  those  of  a  few  others,  are  statements  from  disinter- 
ested parties  worthy  of  notice.  The  account  of  Mr.  Bowen 
I  regard  as  a  clear  and  impartial  one  on  the  subject ;  but 
it,  with  the  few  like  it,  will  go  but  a  short  way  toward  set- 
ting the  pubh'c  mind  right  after  so  much  misrepresentation 
pro  and  con.  The  friends  of  the  colonization  enterprise, 
sanguine  of  success,  have  not  always  been  sufficiently  dis- 
criminating in  accepting  and  publishing  such  testimony  as 
may  be  gathered  from  residents  and  visitors  favorable  to 
their  hopes.  Their  eyes  and  ears  have  been  sensitively 
open  to  instances  of  individual  success,  and  indications  of 
national  advancement,  while  they  have  too  oflen  turned 
away  from  examples  of  personal  suffering,  which  have  been 
numerous,  and  evils  and  discouragements  which  have 
threatened  the  existence  of  the  nation.  We  would  not  be 
nnderstood  as  attributing  any  unworthy  motive  to  the  zeal- 
ous friends  of  the  Americo-Afncan  in  Liberia ;  they  are  no- 
ble and  liberal  men ;  but  we  wish  to  intimate  that  in  look- 
ing at  or  describing  the  condition  of  their  long  cherished 
scheme,  their  desires  too  often  color  their  statements. 

Among  the  traducers  of  this  young  and  struggling  na- 
tion, there  are  two  classes,  who  are  stone-blind  and  adder- 
deaf  in  their  prejudices,  and  unsparing  in  their  abuse.  These 
are  the  aboEtionists  of  the  North,  and  the  extremists  of  tho 
South.  We  congratulate  these  gentlemen  on  finding  at  last 
aground  of  oommonsympathy!  ,,.,.,,, Google 
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The  abolitionists,  as  a  class,  have  ever  been  opposed  to 
colonizing  the  free  blacks  of  America  in  Africa,  professing 
to  believe — certamly  they  have  never  acted  their  belief — 
that  the  black  man,  bom  in  America,  is  entitled  to  all  the 
rights  and  privileges,  social  and  civil,  of  a  free  man  here. 
I  imagine,  however,  that  if  they  had  no  other  argmnent, 
the  &ct  that  colonization  is  a  sonthem-born  enterprise, 
wonld  be  sufficient  to  excite  their  implacable  opposition. 

There  is  a  class  of  men  in  the  South,  happily  a  very  small 
class,  who  talk  very  skeptically  on  such  questions  as  the 
unity  of  the  human  race,  the  expediency  of  Christian  mis- 
sions among  slaves,  or  negroes  in  any  condition,  the  immor- 
tality of  the  black  man's  soul,  or,  indeed,  as  to  whether  he 
has  a  soul  at  all — ^who  regard  him  as  having  no  connection 
with  the  genus  homo^  but  rather  as  a  development  of  the 
monkey,  say  the  ourang-outang  or  chimpanzee,  whose  tail, 
from  constant  clipping,  has  at  length  taken  the  hint  to  stay 
**  close  aboard.**  Tliese  gentlemen  seem  to  live  in  constant 
dread  that  the  negroes,  in  Liberia  or  elsewhere,  will  de- 
monstrate capacity  for  self  government ;  that,  as  a  result,  the 
slaves  will  be  freed,  their  plantations  left  without  laborers, 
and  their  halls  without  servants.  It  is  scarcely  to  be  ex- 
pected that  these  will  be  friendly  to  colonization  enter- 
prises ;  much  less  is  it  to  be  expected  that  they  can  see  any 
good  in  Liberia,  or  Liberians.  I  have  a  friend  of  this  class, 
an  officer  in  the  navy,  and  a  most  excellent  fellow  in  his 
way,  I  met  him  not  long  ago  in  St.  Jago,  on  his  return 
from  Monrovia.  After  the  usual  salutations  passed, "  Well," 
B^udl,  "what  is  the  news  from  below?"  "Famine,  sir, 
among  the  colonists — ^natives  have  quit  bringing  in  rice, 
and  there  is  noUiing  else  to  live  on.    SawrBeveral  of  the 
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liberiana  in  Krootown.  Large  nnmberB  had  qtdt  town,  and 
hired  themselyes  out  to  the  natives.  No  doubt  of  it,  sir ! 
All  oyer.  It's  a  £ulure !  Bet  a  month's  pay  that  before 
two  years  the  last  man  will  throw  away  his  pants  and  take 
to  the  woods."  Another  acquaintance  of  ours,  &om  tlie 
snowy  side  of  Mason  and  Dixon,  can^  to  a  similar  condu- 
eioDy  but  from  yery  different  premises.  He  landed  at  Mon- 
royia  in  the  usoal  way,  yiz.,  leaying  the  boat  beyond  the 
sor^  and  reaching  the  beach  on  the  shoulders  of  a  Kroo- 
man.  His  bearer  dumped  him  down  rather  heayily,  and 
much  to  the  discomfort  of  a  yery  gouty  toe,  the  pain  from 
which  so  disturbed  his  Faneuil  Hall  philanthropy  that  he 
wished  "  all  the  negroes  in  the  yery  bottom  of  h — ."  The 
reader  can  supply  the  blank  with  HaU&x.  ^  Sir,"  continued 
he,  "  they  call  this  a  goyemment — a  republic  I  A  pretty 
republic,  where  a  gentleman  has  to  land  on  the  back  of  a 
darkey,  and  at  the  risk  of  breaking  his — ^his — ^his — his  neck. 
Why  don't  they  build  a  pier,  docks,  wharyes,  or  other  con- 
yeniences  for  landing?  But  I  see, they  are  good-for-no- 
thing fellows,  sir !" 

"Hayent  the  means,"  suggested  his  companion.  "A 
millicHi  dollars  would  make  but  a  small  show  on  this  shift- 
ing sand  and  open  sea,  toward  building  piers ;  and  besides, 
when  it  is  not  rough  on  the  bar,  boats  may  enter  the  riyer, 
where  there  are  good  landiugs." 

**  Means— millions — open  sea,  indeed  I  Nonsense  1  It's 
all  laziness,  sir !  I  am  satisfied,  sir !  They'll  neyer  do  any- 
thing, sir !  Neyer,  sir ;  thcU  w,  here  I  Fools  for  coming, 
sir !"  Nor  was  this  conclusion,  formed  eyen  before  Mon- 
royia  had  been  yisited,  eyer  changed. 

If  there  appeared  the  decimal  of  a  hope  for  ^e^gmver- 
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sion  of  this  class  of  men,  we  would  read  them  a  short 
chapter  on  the  enormity  of  their  inconsistencies,  and  the 
nakedness  of  their  hypocrisy ;  but  the  decimal  is  wanting. 
To  the  southern  extremist,  who  fears  that  the  successftil 
establishment  of  Liberia  will  in  some  way  or  other  affect 
the  value  of  his  bills  of  sale,  we  would  suggest,  for  his  com- 
fort, that  it  is  by  no  means  a  settled  question  among  the 
statesmen  and  philosophers  of  the  world,  whether  the  An- 
glo-Saxon is  capable  of  self-government  or  not.  If  the  ca- 
pacity for  self-government  is  still  in  debate  in  regard  to  the 
race  which  occupies  the  summit  of  modem  civilization, 
when  shall  it  be  determined  in  regard  to  those  who,  con- 
fessedly, occupy  the  lowest  place  in  the  scale  of  human  in- 
telligence ?  It  is  claimed  for  England,  by  Englishmen,  that 
her  government  answers  all  the  ends  of  government,  extend- 
ing to  its  people  security  of  life  and  property,  and  protec- 
tion in  the  lawful  pursuits  of  wealth  and  happiness.  Yet  it 
is  evident  from  her  vast  and  accumulating  debt,  that  there 
is  a  serious  defect  in  her  governmental  machinery;  a  defect 
which  must  some  day  extort  the  confession  that  the  present 
system  is  a  fiailure,  and  demand  a  fundamental  reformation. 
France,  in  her  nimaberless  rebellions  and  revolutions, 
gives  evidence  that,  heretofore,  she  has  possessed  no  form 
of  government  adequate  to  the  wants  of  her  citizens ;  and  if 
we  may  judge  from  the  muttering  discontents  of  the  pro- 
sent,  it  is  not  likely  that  the  government  of  Louis  Napoleon 
will  prove  either  satisfectory  or  permanent.  The  question 
asked  by  one  of  her  modem  infidel  philosophers,  expresses 
an  idea  entertained  now  in  the  high  places  of  France :  "  If 
men  be  incapable  of  governing  themselves  as  individuals, 
how  can  they  govern   themselves   as   nations?"      It  is 
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scarcely  necessary  to  refer  to  Spain,  Portugal,  and  the  older 
kingdoms  and  states  of  Europe,  in  all  of  which  goyemment 
is  effete,  and  statesmen  are  still  hopelessly  pursuing  the 
secret  of  equitable  and  permanent  civil  government.  If, 
then,  according  to  European  statesmen  and  philosophers, 
the  capacity  of  man  for  self-governm^it  is  not  yet  demon- 
strated in  Europe — we  Americans  are  merely  experiment- 
ing — ^is  the  problem  likely  to  be  solved  in  Africa  ? 

If  we  use  this  very  indefinhe  expression,  "  capacity  for 
selfgovemment,"  in  a  sense  inferior  to  that  supposed  above, 
e.  g.  capacity  to  maintain  %ome  form  of  national  existence, 
in  which  protection  to  life  and  property  is  secured,  and 
laws^  are  framed  and  administered  with  reference  to  the 
principles  of  common  justice,  we  must  admit,  with  the  his- 
tory of  the  kingdoms  of  Ashantee  and  Dahomey  before  us, 
that  the  negro  is  capable  of  this — ^kingdoms,  by  the  way, 
which,  if  we  could  add  to  them  a  few  of  the  principles  and 
arts  of  American  civilization,  especially  the  moral  principles 
of  the  Christian  religion,  would  compare  ^vorably  with 
many  of  the  kingdoms  of  Europe  in  the  protection  and 
privileges  secured  to  their  citizens.  Supposing,  however, 
that  Liberia  should,  in  the  course  of  time,  become  wealthy, 
powerful,  established,  how  would  that  affect  the  relations 
of  the  black  man  in  the  South  ?  Not  at  all.  Southerners 
do  not  hold  slaves,  as  such,  because  they  believe  them  in- 
capable of  taking  care  of  themselves ;  nor  because  skeptics 
have  assigned  to  the  black  man  an  origin  inferior  to  that  of 
the  white  man;  nor  yet  merely  because  the  relation  of 
master  and  slave  is  sanctioned  by  the  writers  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testaments.  The  ground  on  which  the  relation 
rests  is  that  of  esq^iency.    The  present  relation  k^deemasd 
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the  best  that  can  be  adopted,  considering  the  interest  and 
happiness  of  ail  the  parties  concerned.  This  we  believe  to 
be  the  attitude  of  most  southern  men  rektiye  to  this  ques- 
tion, certainly  that  of  all  Christian  and  conservative  south- 
erners. In  view  of  these  fiicts,  then,  it  is  evident  that, 
while  the  conditions  of  the  South  remain  the  same,  no 
changes  or  demonstrations  from  without,  except  pbysioal 
force,  can  affect  this  relation*  Sierre  Leone,  Monrovia, 
Loando,  Yoruba,  may  become  powerful  and  oivilized  na- 
tions— we  sincerely  hope  they  may;  the  scientific  world 
may  become  one  on  the  question  of  man's  aboriginal  unity — 
we  think  it  will;  the  higher  law  sentiments  and  morbid 
humanity  of  certain  sections  may  prevail  in  a  large  portion 
of  the  Union,  though  it  is  scarcely  to  be  expected ;  yet, 
while  in  the  opinion  of  southerners  the  present  and  pro- 
spective interests  of  the  South  demand  that  the  prewmt 
relatipns  of  master  and  servant  shall  be  sustained,  southern 
slavery  will  be  unaffected  by  these  things.  Since,  however, 
this  institution  rests  on  expediency  alone,  it  is  not  perma- 
nent in  its  form,  but  will  continue  to  receive  such  changes 
and  modifications  as  the  internal  circumstancee  qf  the  South 
may  demand. 

The  other  arguments,  pro  and  eon,  used  by  the  agitators 
of  this  question,  serve  very  well  to  give  employment  to 
second-rate  politicians  South  and  bantling  pulpiteers  North; 
and  whether  sustained  or  lost,  with  those  who  advocate 
them,  is  matter  of  small  importance. 

We  have  once  seen,  and  only  once,  where  this  questicm 
of  "capadty"  was  used  to  advantage.  In  1866,  one  of 
Georgia's  shrewdest  sons  was  called  on  to  address  an  assem- 
bly in  Boston  on   ^^the  all-absorbing  topic  of  i^v^y." 
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Among  other  good  things,  he  told  the  house  that,  "  when 
the  negro  clearly  demonstrated  hi$  capucity  for  self-govern- 
ment, the  South  would  doubtless  give  up  her  slaves."  The 
ladies  waved  their  cambrics  in  approbation  of  the  liberal 
gentiment,  the  good  natured  senator  laughed  in  his  sleeve, 
and  the  assembly  applauded  outright !  It  was  oil  on  the 
troubled  waters.  Not  so  at  the  South,  however.  A  few 
village  politicians  and  newspapers  thought  it  "a  ruinous  ad- 
mission," and  discharged  the  thunder  of  their  fire-crackers 
at  the  head  of  the  honorable  gentleman.  We  here  submit 
to  the  reader  a  question  in  mensuration,  which  has  puzzled 
us  much :  Which  of  the  parties  have  the  longer  ears,  his 
applauders  North  or  his  abusers  South  ? 

Having  disabused  our  minds  of  foolish  prejudices,  if  we 
ever  had  any,  we  are  prepared  to  take  a  survey  of  Liberia 
and  it£  people,  duly  estimating  the  evil  and  appreciating 
the  good. 

We  are  ashore  and  without  wet  feet,  thanks  to  the  calm 
day  and  smooth  sea ;  and  without  being  dumped  from  the 
shoulders  of  a  native.  We  pass  through  the  village  of  the 
Kroos,  remarking  that  their  square,  low  huts,  built  of  sticks 
and  mud,  and  thatched  with  grass,  are  as  dark  inside,  from 
smoke,  as  the  women  and  children  who  inhabit  them.  On 
the  little  plain  beyond,  the  humble-bee  and  blue-bottle  are 
making  noontide  melodious,  as  they  sport  among  the  clus- 
tering wild  flowers,  to  us  strangers  and  nameless.  We 
ascend  the  trap-formed  ridge,  or  cape,  called  Cape  Mesu- 
rado,  and  reaching  the  highest  point,  which  is  the  site  of 
the  light-house,  obtain  a  fine  view  of  the  parallel  streets 
and  green  squares  of  Monrovia.  Here  there  are  no  brown- 
stone  fronts,  marbled  colonnades,  g^^^^^i^-fj^J^OOQl^' 
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piercing  spires.  The  two  or  three  hundred  buildings  of  the 
city  are  without  ornament  and  pretensionless ;  and  if  not 
always  neat,  are  perhaps  generally  comfortable.  This,  how- 
ever, is  not  the  character  of  all  the  houses.  The  presiden- 
tial mansion,  the  residences  of  Dr.  Roberts,  Mr.  McGill, 
Dr.  McGiD,  Hon.  Mr.  Roy,  and  several  others,  are  substan- 
tial buildings  of  stone  or  brick,  which  are  tasty  in  appear- 
ance, and  even  luxurious  in  Aimiture.  The  Methodist, 
Baptist,  and  Presbyterian  churches,  are  neat  and  commodi- 
ous houses,  and  other  public  buildings  are  of  a  size  and 
taste  scarcely  to  be  expected  in  so  young  a  capital.  The 
neatly  painted  white  cottages,  in  the  style  of  the  southern 
States,  look  a  little  out  of  place  in  their  surroimdings  of 
banana  and  orange,  yet  they  are  no  doubt  cool  and  com- 
fortable to  the  occupants.  We  have  called  on  the  notables 
of  the  church  and  state,  but  we  must  reserve  our  sketches 
of  them  for  another  place. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

T.TRKBTA — GONTINUXD. 

American  Colonization  Society — Origin  of  Liberia-^efferson^s  Opinion 
of  the  effects  of  Colonization  on  Africa — ^Delegation  sent  to  Africa — 
Settlement  on  Sherbro  Island — Settlement  of  Ferseyerance— Settle- 
ment on  Cape  Mesorado—Wars  with  the  Natlres — ^A  National  FestiTal 
— ^Independence  Declared — President  Boberts — President  Benson — 
Territory  and  population  of  Liberia. 

To  the  American  Colonization  Society  belongs  the  honor 
of  establishing  in  Western  Africa  the  second  community 
of  ciyilized  and  Christianized  people,  Liberia  was  planted 
and  nourished  by  this  organization,  until  she  expressed  her 
desire  to  be  independent,  and  declared  herself  capable  of 
providing  for  her  own  wants.  From  that  time  to  the 
present,  the  Society  has  acted  the  part  of  a  watchful 
mother,  counselling,  assisting,  restraining  and  furnishing, 
often  by  an  unseen  hand,  those  assistances  without  which 
her  precocious  child  might  not  have  been  able  to  stand. 
DifiTerence  of  opinion  will  exist  as  to  the  expediency  of 
some  of  the  measures  of  this  Society,  for  blunders  and 
miscarriages  are  inseparable  from  human  organizations, 
but  the  purity  of  her  motives  is  too  manifest  to  be 
questioned,  and  we  trust  that  hers  (in  reserve)  is  the 
honor  of  being  called  the  mother  of  nations. 

The  subject  of  providing  the  freed  blacks  of  America 
with  a  home  in  Afiica,  the  West  Indies,  or  on  our  own 
Bouthwestem  frontier,  was  first  agitated  in  this- country 
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by  Thomas  Jefferson,  and  as  early  as  1776.  In  1800, 
the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  passed  a  resolution 
on  the  subject;  and  at  the  two  succeeding  sessions,  1802 
and  1804,  passed  others,  which  expressed  the  idea  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  General  Government  to  provide 
for  the  free  colored  population  of  our  country  a  home 
somewhere  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States. 
Jefferson  and  Monroe  were  warm  advocates  of  this  cause, 
and  directed  public  attention  to  A&ica  as  the  natund 
hcmie  of  the  black  man.  Jefferson,  writing  from  Monticello, 
in  1811,  says: 

^'I  have  long  ago  made  up  my  mind  that  this  is  the 
best  measure  for  drawing  off  this  part  of  our  population. 
.  •  .  Going  from  a  country  possessing  all  the  useful  arts, 
they  might  be  the  means  of  tran^lanting  them  to  Africa." 

In  1816,  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  again  passed 
resolutions  on  the  subject,  and  instructed  the  executive 
"to  correspond  with  the  President,  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  a  territory  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  in  which 
to  colonize  the  free  blacks  of  the  commonwealth."  In 
the  meantime  the  subject  was  growing  in  importance, 
and  attracting  attention  in  other  parts  of  the  Union. 
The  law  of  Congress  of  1807,  prohibiting  the  slave- 
trade,  was  producing  effect  in  increasing  the  free  colored 
population  of  the  States  with  the  cargoes  of  captured 
slaves.  This  gave  urgency  and  point  to  the  subject  of 
colonization ;  but  strange  to  say,  the  General  Government 
could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  take  any  step  in  the  matter, 
and  to  this  day  it  stands  timidly  aloof 

Seeing  that  there  was  nothing  to  be  hoped  for  from  Con- 
gress, Christians  and  patriots  took  the  matter  in  hand.    A 
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meeting  was  called  in  Washington,  in  December,  1846. 
Henry  Clay  was  appointed  president,  Andrew  Jackson. 
Hon.  Wm,  H.  Crawford,  of  Georgia,  Rev.  Dr.  Finley,  of 
New  Jersey,  and  others,  vice-presidents ;  and  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  draft  a  constitution  and  nominate  officers. 
The  Colonization  Society  was  formed  in  the  course  of  the 
following  month,  under  the  title  of:  "The  American 
Society  for  colonizing  the  free  people  of  color  of  the 
TJnited  States,"  and  on  a  basis  at  once  Christian  and  national. 
A  delegation  was  subsequently  appointed,  composed  of 
Bev.  S.  J.  Mills  and  Rev.  Ebenezer  Burges,  to  visit  the 
west  coast  of  Africa,  for  the  purpose  of  seeking  a  suitable 
location  for  a  colony.  They  sailed  in  November,  1817, 
and,  reaching  Sierra  Leone  by  way  of  England,  explored 
the  coast  as  £ir  south  as  Sherbro  Island.  Satisfied  that  this 
island,  and  the  main  in  its  vicinity,  afforded  peculiar 
advantages  for  the  establishment  of  a  colony,  they  drew  up 
a  report  to  that  effect,  which  was  presented  to  the  society 
by  Burges,  Mr.  Mills  having  died  on  the  passage  homeward. 

In  1819,  Wm.  H.  Crawford,  of  Georgia,  procured  the 
passage  of  an  act  in  Congress,  by  which  the  society  has 
been  justly  relieved  of  the  burden  of  sending  out  and 
supporting  the  slaves  taken  from  slave-ships  by  American 
men-of-war.  By  provision  of  this  act,  the  President  is 
authorized  to  restore  to  their  own  country  any  Africans 
captured  from  American  or  foreign  vessels;  to  provide 
a  suitable  agency  on  the  African  coast  for  the  reception  of 
such  persons,  and  for  their  subsistence  and  comfort  thpre, 
nntil  they  shall  have  opportunity  of  returning  to  their  own 
tribes,  cr  become  capable  of  supporting  themselves. 

In  February,  1820,  the  first  company  of  emigrants,  com- 
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posed  of  eighty-six  colored  persons,  sailed  for  Sherbro 
Island.  They  were  accompanied  by  three  whit^  Rev. 
Samuel  Bacon,  agent  for  the  United  States  and  colonial 
governor,  John  P.  Bankson  and  Samuel  A.  Crozer,  physician. 
The  island  proved  unhealthy.  African  fever  made  its 
appearance,  and  Mr.  Bacon  and  twenty-five  of  the  emigrants 
died  within  a  few  months.  The  remaiuder,  sick  and  dispi- 
rited, went  to  Sierra  Leone.  The  Society,  disappointed, 
but  not  discouraged,  put  forth  new  zeal.  In  1821,  another 
company  of  emigrants,  numbering  thirty-three  colored  and 
four  white  persons,  was  sent  out  from  Norfolk,  Va.,  and 
joined  the  survivors  of  the  first  party  at  Sierra  Leone, 
where  they  all  were  to  remain,  until  a  home  was  secured  for 
them  elsewhere.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  same  year,  Lieut. 
R.  F.  Stockton  arrived  at  Sierra  Leone  in  the  United  States 
schooner  Alligator,  with  orders  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  cooperate  with  Dr.  Ayres,  the  government  and 
colonial  agent,  in  procuring  a  suitable  home  for  the  emigrants. 
Reaching  Cape  Mesurado,  lat.  6"*  19'  N.,  long.  10°  48'  TV., 
Lieut.  Stobkton  and  Dr.  Ayres  were  so  pleased  with  the 
appearance  of  the  country  in  that  vicinity,  the  bold 
promontory,  the  luxuriant  vegetation,  and  the  number  of 
the  streams,  that  they  determined  at  once  to  make  the  cape 
the  cite  of  the  colony.  They  landed,  and  taking  a  demi- 
john of  whisky  (Stockton's  peacemaker — ^No.  2)  and  a  few 
plugs  of  tobacco,  to  show  their  peaceful  intentions,  and  to 
(isaist  in  negotiating,  sent  for  King  Peter,  chief  of  the  Dey 
trilje,  who  claimed  authority  over  that  part  of  the  coast. 
Several  palavers  *were  held,  which  resulted  in  the  purchase 
of  a  tract  of  land,  thirty-six  miles  along  shore  and  two  miles 
wide—including  the  Cape  Mesurado.  r^^^^T^ 
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To  this  point  the  Amerioo-African  emigrants  were  re- 
moved from  Sierra  Leone  in  February,  1822.  For  a  short 
time  they  remained  on  a  small  island,  which  they  called 
Perseverance,  in  the  mouth  of  the  Mesurado  River.  In 
April,  they  established  themselves  on  the  cape,  and  on  the 
25th  of  that  month,  the  American  flag  was  hoisted  on  the 
snmmit  of  Mesurado. 

In  August  of  the  same  year,  Mr.  Ashmun,  the  newly 
ai^ointed  governor,  arrived  with  a  company  of  thirty- 
seven  emigrants.  He  found  the  infant  colony  in  a  most 
unsettled  state,  and  threatened  with  destruction  by  the 
surrounding  natives,  who  had  already  repented  of  their 
bargain.  He  found  but  thirty-five  of  the  colonists  capable 
of  bearing  arms ;  and  the  only  weapons  in  their  possession 
were  a  few  old  muskets,  two  or  three  iron  guns  of  small 
calibre,  a  long  nine,  and  a  field-piece  well  mounted.  His 
first  care  was  to  drill  the  men  in  the  use  of  these; 
and  scarcely  had  he  accomplished  his  task  when  the 
natives  commenced,  as  they  avowed,  a  war  of  extermina- 
tion. 

On  the  11th  of  November  an  attack  was  made  by  eight 
hundred  native  warriors.  The  colonists  fought  with  the 
desperation  which  the  prospect  of  inimediate  destruction  to 
themselves  and  femilios  inspired ;  and  afler  an  engagement 
of  two  hours,  the  natives  were  driven  back  with  the  loss  of 
at  least  one  hundred  and  fifty  men.  The  loss  of  the  emigrants, 
killed  and  wounded,  was  fifteen,  besides  a  few  children 
carried  off  by  the  natives.  Fearing  another  attack,  the 
colonists  set  to  work,  preparing  fortifications  and  planting 
their  gxms;  and  scarcely  had  they  completed  their  work 
when  their  worst  fears  were  realized.     On  the  morning  of 
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December  2d,  the  Deys,  reinforced  by  hundreds  of  Gdiahs, 
and  exasperated  by  the  previous  defeat,  came  rushing  on 
to  the  fortifications,  and,  with  a  wild  shout,  conmienced  at 
once  at  attack  on  three  sides  of  the  defence.  The  cc^onists 
were  prepared  for  them ;  they  had  the  advantage  of  the 
ground ;  and  the  heavy  charges  of  their  guns  told  with 
fearful  effect  on  the  thick  ranks  of  the  enemy.  It  was  again 
a  struggle  for  dear  life ;  they  stood  firmly  to  their  posts, 
even  when  wounded,  promptly  obeying  the  orders  of  Mr. 
Ashmun.  Every  shot  from  the  field-piece,  the  long  nino 
and  the  other  cannon,  ploughed  wide  furrows  of  death 
among  the  natives,  and  soon  the  savages,  confused  by  the 
deadly  fire,  and  fearing  to  enter  the  defence,  raised  a  wild 
shout  of  despair,  and  made  a  hasty  retreat  through  the 
blood-stained  palms.  Thus,  by  an  exhibition  <^  more  than 
Spartan  valor,  the  colonists  remained,  and  still  continue  to 
be,  the  acknowledged  masters  of  the  natives.  The 
neighbormg  kings  came  in,  and  signed  a  treaty  of  peace 
drawn  up  by  Mr.  Ashmun,  agreeing  to  refer  all  their 
disputes  with  the  colonists  to  the  governor  of  Sierra 
Leone. 

Occasionally,  since  that  time,  the  ^^ Americans  ^^  have 
found  it  necessary  to  chastise  some  of  the  neighboring 
tribes,  and  to  keep  alive  the  respect  due  to  their  military 
superiority ;  but  the  engagement  of  the  2d  December  was 
the  decisive  battle,  and  the  day  is  still  celebrated  with  much 
enthusiasm  by  the  people  of  Liberia.  I  was  present  at  the 
celebration  of  this  festival  in  1856.  Every  house  and  hut  in 
Monrovia  displayed  a  flag;  guns  were  fired,  bolls  rang, 
volunteers  paraded  the  streets  in  neat  uniform  and  toleraUe 
discipUne,  orations  were  delivered  at  the  Methodist  churchy 
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which  seems  to  be  the  poptdar  establishment  of  the  town, 
and  very  appropriate  prayers  were  made,  and  songs  smig 
by  the  dioir  to  most  excellent  music. 

I  walked  with  a  friend  to  the  site  of  the  old  fortificatioi^ 
abont  which  the  fiuthfol  old  gmis  are  now  rusting,  and — 
remembering  that,  had  the  first  attack  of  the  natives  been 
made  a  few  weeks  earlier,  they  would  have  found  the  emi- 
grants undrilled ;  and  that,  had  the  second  attack  been  con- 
tinned  a  few  minutes  longer,  three  rounds  more  would  have 
eiiiausted  the  magazine  of  the  fortification— I  clearly  saw 
the  Divine  interposition  in  their  behalf  and  came  away  con- 
vinced that  God  has  a  mission  for  this  people  to  fulfill,  and 
that  they  will  be  inviucible  until  it  is  accomplished. 

Discouragements  of  another  character  now  fell  on  the 
colony.  The  rainy  season  came  on  and  found  them  without 
suitable  shelter ;  the  supplies  furnished  by  the  Society  were 
fast  running  out,  and  their  lands  were  stiU  without  seed. 
There  was  no  trade ;  and  sickness  began  to  waste  the  num- 
ber and  the  spirits  of  the  people.  These  evils  were  in  time 
partially  relieved  by  the  Society,  and  the  population  con- 
tinued to  increase  by  accessions  from  the  States.  Ashmun 
and  his  successor.  Lot  Gary,  died  in  1828.  Gary  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Dr.  Randall,  under  whose  administration  the 
prospects  of  the  colony  brightened,  trade  increased,  and 
agriculture  made  some  advance  ;  but  his  health  soon  failed, 
and  he  returned  to  the  States. 

Dr.  Mechlin  succeeded  him  as  governor,  and  agent  of 
the  United  States.  During  his  administrations  many  emi- 
grants arrived,  and  the  territory  was  enlarged  by  the  pur- 
chase of  a  rich  tract  on  the  St.  John's  River.  He  returned 
home  in  ill  health  in  1833.  Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney  succeeded  him, 
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and  continued  in  offico  until  bis  health  fiuled  in  1835.  A  new 
settlement  called  Bassa  Cove,  was  established  during  bis 
administration,  under  the  patronage  of  the  Peraisyivania 
Colonization  Society.  In  1834  an  independent  colony  was 
establii^ed  on  Cape  Palmas  tmder  the  auspices  of  the  Mary- 
land Colonization  Society,  which  was  not  auxiliary  to  the 
American  or  parent  Society.  This  colony  continued  to 
increase,  and  remained  independent  of  Liberia  until  1857. 
Pinney  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  Skinner. 

In  1836,  the  settlement  of  Marshall  was  establidied,  and 
another  tract  of  land  was  purchased  on  the  Sinou  River,  and 
a  settlement,  taking  its  name  from  the  river,  established  by 
the  Mississippi  Colonization  Society.  In  September  of  this 
year  Dr.  Skinner's  health  fidled,  and  he  returned  to  the 
States.  He  was  followed  in  office  by  Thomas  Buchanan, 
who  continued  to  direct  the  operations  of  the  colony  with 
much  success  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  September, 
1841.  The  Society  now  conferred  the  appointment  of  go- 
vernor on  a  colored  man,  originally  from  Virginia,  Joseph 
J.  Roberts.  He  had  acted  as  lieutenant-governor  under 
Mr.  Buchanan,  and  displayed  a  prudence  and  talent  in  this 
relation  which  commended  him  to  the  confidence  of  tho 
Society.  He  filled  this  office  with  honor  to  himsdf  and 
profit  to  his  people,  and  he  kept  alive  the  growing  enter- 
prise and  industry  which  had  been  developed  under  the 
administration  of  his  predecessor. 

In  July,  1847,  a  convention  of  delegates,  elected  by  the 
colonists,  met  in  Monrovia  and  formed  a  constitution  on 
the  model  of  our  own,  an  outline  of  which  was  prepared 
for  them  by  dbtinguished  jurists  of  the  United  States. 
This,  with  a  Declaration  of  Independence,  was  adopted  by 
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the  people.  Gov.  Roberts  was  elected  President,  was  duly 
inaugurated  on  the  3d  of  January,  1848,  and  by  reflection 
continued  to  fill  that  office,  with  acceptability  to  the  people 
and  the  friends  of  Liberia,  until  January,  185G.  Liberia 
included  at  the  time  of  the  declaration  all  the  settlements 
established  by  the  American  or  other  Colonization  Societies, 
except  that  of  the  Maryland  Society,  called  Maryland  in 
Liberia.  The  Americo-Afiican  population  included  in  the 
republic  when  first  organized  may  be  estimated  at  five  thou- 
sand. The  natives  in  the  territory,  who  consented  to  be- 
come subject  to  the  laws  of  the  republic,  were  over  one 
hundred  thousand.  The  independence  of  Libeiia  was 
speedily  acknowledged  by  England,  France,  Russia,  Bel- 
gium, Brazil,  and  other  kingdoms.  Treaties  have  been 
formed  with  her,  recognizing  her  national  equality.  Eng- 
land presented  her  with  an  armed  vessel,  France  with  some 
other  munitions  of  war,  and  she  continues  to  receive  aid  and 
sympathy  from  abroad. 

The  Grallinas  territory  was  added  by  purchase  in  1848,  and 
the  Cassa  territory  in  1852.  As  a  president,  Roberts 
showed  himself  an  able  statesman ;  as  a  soldier,  command- 
ing in  person  in  the  wars  with  native  princes,  an  able 
general ;  and  in  settling  the  disputes  of  the  tribes  in  the 
territory  of  the  republic,  he  appears  as  a  wise  and  an  impar- 
tial judge.  Stephen  Allen  Benson  was  installed  Jan.  3d, 
1856 ;  he  is  by  reelection  still  in  the  presidency — a  man  of 
clear  judgment,  liberal  views,  and  great  firmness.  His 
administration  has  been  marked  by  the  admission  of  Mary- 
land into  the  republic. 

The  political  jurisdiction  of  Liberia  extends  at  present 
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from  the  Shebar  Biver  on  the  north,  to  San  Pedro  River  on 
the  south,  a  distance  along  the  coast  of  over  600  miles, 
embracing  a  country  of  80,000  square  miles,  and  a 
population  of  over  10,000  dvilijKed  blacks,  and  200,000 
natives. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

UBEBIA — CONTINXrED. 

Constitution  of  Liberia— Legidature — ^President — ^Ko  Rotation  in  Office 
— ^The  Family  Mark— Bevenue  and  Expenditures— Future  Poesibilities 
and  Probabilities — Conditions  of  Existence— Is  Liberia  Independent — 
Churches  and  Schools — ^A  very  And-republican  Conclusion — Our  Duty 
toward  Liberia. 

The  Constitution  of  Liberia,  as  already  stated,  was  modelled 
after  our  own,  but  the  republic  differs  from  ours  in  this, 
that  it  is  composed  of  but  one  State,  and  has  but  one  legis- 
lature. Discordant  elements  are  gradually  developing  in 
the  body  politia  The  savage  and  the  civilized  Liberians 
have  but  few  ideas  in  common,  and  contempt  on  one  part, 
and  envy  on  the  other,  have  weakened  the  bonds  of  these ; 
the  question  of  color — ^black  or  yellow — ^is  gradually  indi- 
cating its  existence;  and  judging  from  its ^ character  in 
Hayti,  it  is  a  question  tenacious  of  life,  and  regardless  of 
the  most  sacred  ties.  Nativism,  as  practically  opposed  to 
the  rights  of  foreign  born  blacks  to  hold  offices  of  honor  or 
profit,  is  in  process  of  incubation ;  and  abolitionism  is  there 
sowing  many  seeds  of  strife. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  it  is  an  advantage  that  there  is  but 
one  State  rather  than  many,  each  claiming  State-right  privi- 
leges, and  that  the  laws  in  every  department  of  government 
are  the  same  throughout  the  republic.  We  doubt  not  but 
in  this  unity  the  nation  will  find  strength  and  safety,  when 
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those  questions  shall  arise  which  might  dissever  a  republic 
of  independent  States. 

The  Constitution  recognizes  and  provides  for  the  nudn- 
tenance  of  the  following  principles : 

1.  All  men  are  bom  equally  free  in  the  right  of  enjoying 
and  defending  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness. 

2.  All  power  of  government  is  inherent  in  the  people. 

3.  All  men  have  a  natural  right  to  worship  God  accord- 
ing to  the  dictates  of  their  own  consciences. 

4.  Slavery  shall  not  exist  in  the  Republic  of  Liberia,  or 
be  countenanced  by  any  of  its  citizens. 

5.  All  elections  shall  be  by  ballot,  and  ewry  male  citizen 
possessing  real  estate  shall  have  the  right  of  suffrage. 

6.  The  liberty  of  the  press  shall  not  be  restrained  in  the 
republic. 

7.  None  but  citizens  may  hold  real  estate  in  ih^  republic : 
nevertheless,  this  article  shall  not  be  construed  to  apply  to 
Colonization,  Missionary,  Educational,  or  other  benevolent 
institutions,  so  long  as  the  property  or  estate  is  applied  to 
its  legitimate  purposes. 

8.  None  but  persons  of  c<dor  shall  be  admitted  to  citizen- 
ship in  the  republic. 

9.  The  improvement  of  the  native  tribes  in  the  arts  of 
agiiculture,  shall  be  furthered  by  the  President,  and  the 
legislature  shall  appropriate  money  for  this  purpose. 

10.  The  legislature  shall  make  no  law  prohibiting  emigrar 
tion. 

Emigrants  of  twenty-one  years  of  age,  who  claim  to  be 
of  African  extraction,  are  entitled  to  all  the  {^ivileges  of 
citizenship  when  they  become  possessed  of  real  estate,  add 
avow  their  intention  of  becoming  permanent  Tesadenti  of 
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the  country,  imd  assume  obligations  of  fealty.  We  are  free 
to  confess  the  belief  that  this  is  the  wisest  and  safest  system 
of  natnraiization  that  the  world  has  ever  seen.  Sereral  dis- 
tinguished senatoi-s  informed  us  that  the  law  excluding" 
white  persons  from  the  right  of  citizenship  is  intended  to  be 
of  but  temporary  duration. 

The  legislative  body  of  the  republic  is  styled  "  The  Legis- 
latiRre  of  Liberia,"  and  ia  composed  erf  two  branches,  a  Sen- 
ate and  a  House  of  Representatives.  Each  county  is 
entitled  to  two  senators,  who  are  elected  for  a  term  of  four 
years.  Representatives  are  elected  biennially.  Every 
county  is  entitled  to  one  representative,  and  an  additional 
one  for  every  ten  thousand  inhabitants.  The  Preadent  is 
elected  by  the  people,  and  for  2»^term  of  two  years.  He  is 
the  supreme  executive  officer  of  the  government,  and  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  army  and  navy. 

With  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  he  appoints  thB  Secre- 
taries of  War,  the  Navy,  Treasury,  and  the  State ;  the 
Postmaster  Qeneral,  Attorney  General,  the  judges  of  all 
courts  judicatory,  and  all  foreign  ministers,  and  many  other 
officers  civil  and  military.  These  all  hold  their  offices  dur- 
ing the  pleasure  of  the  President.  Qualifications  and  good 
behavior  are  the  only  tests  for  continuation  in  these  offices. 
May  the  curse  of  rotation  never  fedl  upon  them  I 

The  judicial  power  is  vested  in  one  Supreme  Court  and 
several  subordinate  courts,  nearly  corresponding  to  our 
justice  and  superior  courts.  The  judges  of  these  have 
salaries  established  by  law,  and  are  allowed  to  receive  no 
perquisites  under  penalty  of  impeachment. 

Thus  far  the  government  seems  to  have  worked  well.  It 
has  extended  protection  in  life  and  property  to  its  subjects, 
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and  the  equitable  administration  of  law.  The  revenae,  de- 
rived chiefly  from  a  moderate  tariff  on  imports,  has  be^i 
sufficient  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  government^  and 
should  the  increase  of  trade  keep  pace  with  the  increase  of 
population,  as  it  has  done  up  to  the  present,  the  greater 
wants  of  the  State  will  be  met  hj  this  indirect  tax.  la 
1857  the  receipts  and  disbursements  were  as  follows:  re- 
ceipts, $47,556;  disbursements,  $47,048.  Compared  with 
the  preceding  year,  the  receipts  show  an  increase  of  near 
$5,000. 

Liberia  came  into  the  fiunily  of  nations  with  a  national 
debt  on  her  head,  a  &mi]y  mark  which  should  entitle  h^* 
to  the  sympathy  and  firatemity  of  the  republics  and  king- 
doms of  the  pr^ient  century. 

This  she  has  in  common  with  the  proudest  and  freest ; 
but  fortunately  for  her  and  her  creditors,  the  debt  is  not 
large,  and  not  more  than  ten  thousand  didlars  of  it  is  owed 
to  fordgners. 

According  to  the  revenue  and  expenses,  as  given  above, 
it  appears  that  there  is  a  surplus  in  the  treasury  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars;  but  truth  demands  the  statement,  that  many 
of  the  government  officials,  noble  and  patriotic  men,  have 
deferred  drawing  the  full  imiount  of  their  salaries,  small  as 
these  are,  until  the  country  is  more  able  to  pay  them.  To 
meet  these  demands,  pay  the  interest  on  her  debts,  and 
carry  on  the  operations  of  government,  would  leave  the 
country  still  more  deeply  in  debt.  To  this  also  most  bo 
added  the  £ict,  that  thus  far  the  republic  has  sailed  in 
smooth  water.  True,  the  militia  has,  in  a  few  instances, 
been  called  out  to  defend  interior  settl^nents  against  the 
encroachments  of  natives,  and  one  of  these  wars,  that  of 
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Smon,  cost  the  goyemment  several  thousand  dollars ;  but 
she  has  had  no  occasion  for  a  standmg  army,  or  a  navy,  or 
even  a  strong  poUoe.  She  has  been  at  peace  with  the  world 
withoQty  her  trade  has  been  equal  to  her  abihty  to  supply 
prodacGy  and  her  tariff  as  heavy  as  her  commerce  will  admit 
o^  and  as  is  consist^it  with  her  proq>erity. 

As  a  nation,  she  is  in  a  defenceless  condition.  Her  ex- 
tensive sea-coast  is  without  forts  or  other  defences ;  she  has 
no  navy  worth  mentioning,  nor  the  means  of  supplying  one, 
and,  therefore,  a  war  with  the  most  insignificant  of  the  civil 
powers  of  the  world  would  result  in  her  humiliation.  She 
has,  and  justly  claims,  rank  and  right  among  the  civilized 
nations,  yet  she  has  no  power  to  maintain  cither ;  and  to 
expect  that  these  will  be  always  duly  respected  and  ac- 
corded, is  expecting  too  much  from  human  nature. 

At  present,  her  people  are  patriotic  and  obedient  to  law, 
and,  therefore,  the  executive  is  at  neither  trouble  nor  ex- 
pense to  enforce  law  and  maintain  its  dignity ;  but  to  hope 
that  this  will  continue  to  be  the  case  without  interruption, 
is  hoping  against  the  experience  of  republics.  Separated 
from,  the  severe  struggles  to  form  and  maintain  a  national 
existence,  iduoh  so  attached  the  hearts  of  the  founders  of 
the  government  to  the  institutions  and  laws  of  their  own 
creation,  the  next  generation  will  likely  be  less  loyal  and 
self-sacrificing.  Ambitious  men  will  rise  up,  and  attempts 
at  revolution  and  dismemberment  are  to  be  expected. 

The  two  hundred  thousand  savages  within  her  bounds 
are  to  be  brought  into  the  body  politic,  and  to  presume 
that  they  will  not  bring  with  them  much  of  the  ignorance 
and  depravity  Of  the  barbaric  state,  is  to  presume  without 
authority  of  history  or  philosophy ;  and  troubles^re  to  |be 
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expected  from  this  sonrce  -wiiich  will  demand  for  their  ar- 
rest great  strength  in  the  executive  arm.  A  considerati(m 
of  these  facts  will  lead  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  condition 
and  prospects  of  Liberia,  as  a  natimi,  are  not  what  her  too 
sanguine  friends  have  supposed,  nor  what  any  of  her  friends 
desire ;  yet,  perhaps,  quite  as  good  as  reasonable  men  should 
expect.  The  continuance  of  her  existence  rests  on  two  con- 
ditions :  peace  in  her  relations  without,  obedience  to  law 
within.  To  secure  the  former  she  must  be  blind  to  petty 
insults  and  injuries,  humble,  yet  honorable;  to  secure 
the  latter,  die  must  be  diligent  in  furthering  religion 
and  education,  and  slow  in  incorporatbg  the  savage 
element. 

Liberia  daims  to  be  independent,  and  there  is  a  technical 
sense  in  which,  €w  a  government^  she  is  so,  and  as  a  gorem- 
ment  that  independence  should  be  acknowledged  by  all 
honorable  nations ;  but  there  is  a  wider  and  a  higher  sense 
in  which  she  is  not  independent.  Can  that  nation  be  said 
to  be  self«upporting,  and  self-governing,  which  is  dep^ident 
on  another  for  the  supply  of  educational  and  religious  insti- 
tutions, those  foundations  on  which  the  social  and  civil 
framework  of  republics  must  stand,  if  they  stand  at  aU  ? 
Liberia  is  almost  entirely  dependent  in  these  respects. 
Her  schools  and  churches  are  supported  by  the  benevolence 
of  American  Christians. 

It  is  perhaps  placing  too  low  an  estimate  on  the  actual 
outlay,  to  say  that  fifty  thousand  dollars  are  spent, 
annually,  in  Liberia,  by  foreign  societies,  in  the  support  of 
educational  and  religious  establishments.  And  yet,  these 
are  not  adequate  to  the  present  demands ;  certainly  inade- 
quate, in  view  of  the  mission  of  civilization  and  religion 
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which  we  hope  to  see  accomplished  in  Afirica,  through  her 
instrumentality. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal,  Baptist,  Presbyterian,  and 
Episcopal  churches  of  America  are  doing  a  noble  work  in 
Liberia.  They  are  furnishing  the  moral  strength  on  which 
the  government  must  rely  in  exigencies  of  the  future,  and 
by  which  she  is  to  be  established,  if  established  she 
may  be. 

We  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  with  and  addressing  the 
Methodist  Confer^ice  of  Liberia  at  Monrovia  in  the  winter 
of  1856  and  1867.  This  is  a  body  of  intelligent  and  devoted 
men,  numbering  twenty-five  itinerants,  and  having  in  com- 
munion with  the  church  over  thirteen  hundred  members, 
many  of  whom  are  natives.  Their  schools  are  numerous 
and  flourishing.  It  is  a  mission  conference,  supported  by 
the  M.  E.  church  of  the  northern  States  at  an  annual  cost 
of  $25,000*  The  Baptist  church  is  represented  here  by  over 
seventy  missionaries  imd  teachers,  and,  according  to  the 
report  of  the  Association  which  met  in  Monrovia,  Decem- 
ber, 1857,  near  one  thousand  members.  The  Episcopal 
diurch  has  a  bishop,  four  white  missionaries,  and  eight 
eolored,  three  of  whom  are  natives.  Teachers,  80 ;  twelve 
of  whom  are  natives.  Day-school  scholars,  660;  860 
natives.  Communicants,  250 ;  more  than  half  of  whom  arc 
natives.  Their  most  important  station  is  at  Cavalla,  near 
Cape  Palmas.  The  Presbyterian  church  has,  white  mis- 
sionaries, 2  ;  colored,  4.  Teachers,  12  ;  one  high  school ; 
five  day-schools;  150  scholars.  Communicants,  180.  Most 
of  the  missionaries  of  the  Episcopal  church  are  from  the 
South ;  one  of  the  two  white  Presbyterian  missionaries  is 
from  Georgia ;  and  the  Southern  Baptist  Board  supportp^a 


14:0         PEBSONAL  ADVENTUKE8  AND  OBSERVATIONS. 

high  school  in  Monrovia.  Where  are  the  representatrrea 
of  the  Methodist  church,  Sonth  ?  Shame  to  her  that  rfie 
has  permitted  hnndreds  of  her  members  to  leave  her  shores 
without  pastor  or  teacher,  to  be  lost  in  the  wilderness  or 
gathered  into  strange  folds !  Inverted  were  the  telescopes, 
and  filmed  the  eyes  of  the  missionary  committee  of  the  late 
General  Conference,  when  they  could  see  in  Africa  "no 
opening"  for  a  southern  missionary. 

Studying  the  facts  contained  in  this  chapter,  and  infla- 
enced  by  a  careftd  and  candid  observation  of  Liberia  and 
her  people,  we  were  led  to  the  following  conclusions : 

First :  The  organization  of  the  Independent  Government 
was  premature.  We  do  not  say  whether  this  resulted  from, 
the  ambition  of  the  people  to  be  free — ^the  too  sangaine 
hopes  of  the  friends  of  colonization— or  a  necesaty,  growing 
out  of  the  unjustly-withheld  protection  of  the  American 
government.  Satisfied  we  are,  however,  that  the  name  of 
being  independent  without  the  sobering  costs  of  the  reality, 
has  developed  a  pride  in  the  people  which  may  some  day 
result  in  an  insolence  that  will  turn  away  the  love  of  their 
fidends,  and  bring  upon  them  swift  destruction  from  their 
enemies.  She  is  yet  in  reality  but  a  colony,  and  fit  for 
nothing  higher.  Second:  A  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment is  not  the  best  for  a  people  such  as  compose  the  State 
of  Liberia — shades  of  1776  grant  us  a  moment's  grace! — ^for 
this  form  of  government,  above  every  other,  demands  intel- 
ligence, virtue,  and  moderation  in  its  citizens.  But,  how- 
ever this  may  be,  our  duty  as  a  Christian  nation  toward  her 
is  clear.  Far  be  it  from  us  to  witness  with  cold-blooded 
indifference  the  struggles  of  those  who  have  gone  out  from 
us  with  barbarism  and  ignorance.    If  Liberia  is  a  weak  and 
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mjopio  child)  it  is  not  ours  to  look  calmly  upon  her 
attempts  to  walk  alone,  guessing  cmelly  as  to  the  chances 
of  her  making  a  safe  journey ;  but  it  is  ours  by  kind  words 
to  encourage  her  heart,  and  to  lead  her  by  the  hand  until 
age  shall  bring  strength  to  her  feet,  and  clearness  to  her 
vision. 
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LIBEBIA  —  CONTINTTBD. 

Climate  of  Liberia — Seasons — Winds — ^Rains — ^Temperature — Csnae  of 
TJnhealthiness— African  Fever — ^Physicians — ^No  Acclimation  for  the 
White  Man — Ayerage  Length  of  MisBionarj  Life — Soil  of  Liberia- 
Productions —  Timbers — Grains — ^Fruits — ^Vegetables.  Animals — ^Do- 
mestic and  Wild — Useful  Ants — A  Wish— Necessity  for  Labor,  etc. 

Ths  climate  of  Liberia  is  equatorial.  Pensiye  aatnmn  and 
gloomy  winter  are  strangers  to  her  fertile  plains,  seed-time 
and  Larvest  embrace  each  other  in  perpetual  wedlock,  and 
fruitful  summer  presides  over  the  circling  year.  Seeds 
ripen,  and  leaves  grow  sear,  and  M\  there,  as  everywhere, 
but  decay  and  reproduction  are  ceaseless  in  their  operations, 
and  claim  all  seasons  as  their  own.  The  same  soft  breeze 
which  shakes  the  withered  palm  stem  and  the  ripened  orange 
to  the  ground,  brings  freedom  to  the  swelling  com  shoot, 
and  bears  the  pollen  of  the  full-blown  flower  to  its  hymeneal 
cell ;  and  the  same  rays  which  brown  the  rough  cheeks  of 
the  foil-grown  cocoa-nut,  paint  in  delicate  tints  the  expand- 
ing guava.  Nature  here  takes  no  rest,  but  with  beneficent 
hand  scatters  buds,  and  leaves,  taid  flowers,  and  fruits  with 
each  morning's  sun  and  each  evening's  dew. 

The  year  is  divided  by  two  seasons,  the  wet  and  the  dry, 
familiarly  termed  the  raius  and  the  dries.  The  former  be- 
ginning with  June  ends  with  October.  This  is  the  cooler, 
or  perhaps  we  should  say  the  less  warm  of  the  seasons,  and 
is  therefore  sometimes  styled  "  winter."    Certainly  the  sea* 
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son  brings  with  it  none  of  the  circumstances  which  attend 
winter  in  temperate  latitudes ;  yet  to  the  emigrant  and  the 
missionary  the  name  has  a  pleasant  sound,  and  brings  with 
it  associations  bright  in  memory  and  dear  to  the  heart.  It 
must  not  be  supposed  that  during  the  rainy  season  the  earth 
receives  a  ceaseless  baptism  of  showers,  nor  that  the  dry 
season  is  one  unrelieyed  drought.  Clear  skies,  and  succes- 
sive days  of  fine  weather,  occur  in  the  rains  in  the  months 
of  July  and  August,  and  in  the  other  months  an  unbroken 
shower  of  a  week's  continuance  is  unusual. 

It  must  be  admitted,  however,  that  on  the  whole  this 
season  is  more  agreeable  to  young  ducks  than  to  human 
beings. 

Light  rains  fiill  frequently  in  "  the  dries."  The  month  of 
January  is  usually  very  dry,  yet  I  have  seen  heavy  showers 
in  this  month. 

The  average  heat  of  the  year  in  Monrovia  is  80°  Fahr.,  the 
main  temperature  of  the  rains  is  76°  and  of  the  dries  84°. 
The  mercury  seldom  rises  above  90°  in  the  shade,  exposed 
to  the  wind,  and  we  have  never  heard  of  its  fidling  below 
68"*.  These  extremes  are  noted  as  occurring  in  the  same 
month ;  yet,  as  compared  with  the  climate  of  the  southern 
States,  the  climate  of  Liberia  may  be  described  as  very 
equable,  for  the  daily  variation  seldom  exceeds  10°.  June 
is  the  coolest  month,  and  January  the  hottest,  yet  I  have 
walked  the  roads  and  woods  about  Monrovia  in  the  latter 
month  without  suffering  as  much  from  the  effects  of  heat  as 
I  have  suffered  in  Georgia,  or  Florida,  in  the  month  of  July. 
During  the  hottest  season,  January,  February,  and  March, 
the  effects  of  the  almost  vertical  rays  of  the  sun  are  miti- 
gated by  the  constancy  of  the  winds.    The  land^reezci  or 
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harmattan,  prevails  from  midnight  mitil  near  midday,  and 
the  sea  breeze  from  midday  imtil  near  midnight.  Occasion- 
ally there  is  a  lull  between  these  winds,  and  while  it  conti- 
nues, whether  at  noon  or  night,  the  heat  is  intense.  The 
rains  and  dries  are  ushered  in  by  those  fierce  tornadoes 
which  are  the  terror  of  the  Africsm  cruiser,  but  which,  by 
a  gracious  provision  of  Providence,  give  timely  warning  of 
their  approach. 

The  climate  of  Liberia,  whether  interior  or  coastwise,  is 
deadly  to  the  white  man ;  nor  would  it  be  wise  to  hide  the 
feet,  that  it  is  formidable  to  those  persons  of  color  who  have 
attained  the  meridian  of  life  in  temperate  zones.  The  cause 
of  this  unhealthiness,  as  we  see  from  the  figures  before  us, 
is  not  to  be  found  in  the  degree  of  heat,  frequency  or  sud- 
denness of  the  changes  in  the  temperature  of  the  atmos- 
phere, nor  yet  in  the  continuance  of  the  heat,  for  the  first 
fever,  caHed  acclimating,  which  is  the  severest  ordeal  through 
which  the  stranger  passes,  generally  comes  on  in  the  course 
of  the  first  month's  residence. 

The  cause  is  to  be  looked  for  in  those  miasmata  which 
throng  the  air,  but  of  which,  as  to  their  origin  and  charac- 
ter, we  have  no  certain  knowledge.  This  sickness  indicates 
its  approach  by  headadie,  pains  in  the  back,  loss  of  appe- 
tite, and  more  or  less  gastric  derangement,  and  rapidly  de- 
velops into  bilious  remittent  fever.  This  sometimes  yields 
to  a  mild  medical  treatment,  and  the  patient,  if  young  and 
of  good  constitution,  without  frirther  initiatory  physical 
penalties  is  prepared  to  endure  ordinary  exposure  to  his 
adopted  climate.  Generally,  however,  this  disease  assumes 
the  tertiary,  or  other  form  of  intermittent  fever,  accompa- 
nied by  bilious  vomiting,  frirred  tongue,  a  dull  expressicm 
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of  the  eye,  and  in  the  febrile  paroxysms  intense  headache 
and  deliriom.  This  is  the  Afiic^i  fever.  It  sometimes 
passes  into  the  inflammatory  type,  and  death  follows  from 
the  congestion  of  some  vital  organ.  The  sheet-anchor  of  the 
profession  in  the  treatment  of  the  acdimadng  fever  is 
quinine. 

SkiUful  physicians,  though  not  nnmerous  nor  equal  to  the 
demands  of  the  population,  are  not  entirely  wanting  in  Li- 
beria. Dr.  Roberts,  of  Monrovia,  brother  of  e^-president 
Roberts,  is  a  colored  gentleman  of  high  professional  attain- 
ments, and  could  take  respectable  rvak  among  medical  men 
in  any  country.  Several  well-educated  young  men  from 
Liberia  are  now  in  America  completmg  their  medical  edu- 
cation, and  the  prospect  is  that  there,  as  with  us,  doctors 
and  lawyers  will  soon  be  excessively  abundant.  As  physi- 
cians and  nurses  are  becoming  acquainted  with  the  fever 
referred  to,  the  mortality  among  colored  emigrants  is  de- 
creasing, and  at  this  time  may  be  estimated  at  ten  per  cent. 
It  has  been  as  high  as  forty  per  cent.  In  the  report  of  the 
Virginia  Colonization  Society  for  1857,  it  is  stated  that  the 
mortality  attending  colonization  in  A&ica  haa  not  exceeded 
that  which  attended  the  colonies  of  Jamestown  and  Ply- 
mouth in  this  country.  The  fever  leaves  the  system  pecu- 
liarly liable  to  attacks  of  chill  and  fever,  sometimes  leaves 
the  liver  permanently  deranged.  Among  those  who  had 
emigrated  late  in  life  I  have  seen  several  cases  where  no 
health  had  been  enjoyed  since  their  aiTival  on  the  coast 
many  years  ago.  Their  constitutions  shattered  and  spirits 
wasted,  without  means  or  ability  to  labor,  dependent  on  the 
diarities  of  their  brethren  and  strangers,  yet  sustained  by 
the  comforts  of  the  religion  learned  and  found  in  the  homes 
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they  shall  visit  no  more,  they  are  patiently  awaiting  tb^ 
transfer  to  the  healthful  shore  purchased  for  the  outcasts  fay 
a  Saviour's  blood. 

To  the  white  man  there  is  no  acclimation  in  Liberia,  or 
elsewhere  on  the  West  Coast.  The  so-called  acclimating 
attack  secures  to  him  no  immunity  from  a  second  or  a  third, 
but  the  period  of  the  first  bilious  intermittent  is  perhaps  the 
most  critical.  It  is  utterly  out  of  the  question  for  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  or  Celt  to  enjoy  robust  health  here,  or  in  any  other 
tropical  climate ;  but  while  he  lives  on  the  coast,  the  price  of 
his  life  is  ceaseless  and  precise  attention  to  clothing  and 
diet,  the  strictest  temperance  in  his  habits,  and  as  &r  as  pos- 
sible non-exposure  to  the  sun,  the  dews,  and  night  air.  I 
suppose  that  the  mortuary  statistics  of  missions  in  Liberia 
will  differ  but  little  £:om  those  of  Sierra  Leone,  and  there 
the  average  missionary  life  has  been  imder  three  years  I 
Think  of  this  ye  who  complain  of  the  hardships  of  missionary 
work  among  the  rice  fields  of  the  South,  and  ye  who  dream 
of  the  charming  novelty  and  romance  of  the  missionary  life 
in  foreign  lands ;  nor  overlook  it  ye  who  ignobly  sneer  at 
these  immolations  of  self  on  the  altar  of  Christian  love,  and 
question  the  paramount  power  of  tiie  religious  motive  over 
wise  and  enlightened  minds. 

Li  reading  this  description  of  the  climate  of  Liberia,  the 
stand-point  must  be  borne  in  mind.  To  the  natiye  it  is  a 
good  climate  ;  many  of  the  Yeys  and  Golhas  Jive  to  a  great 
age,  and  have  but  few  diseases,  and  we  doubt  not  that  the 
children  of  the  Amcrico-Africans,  if  properly  trained,  will  be 
a  robust  and  long-lived  race. 

The  soil  of  Liberia,  if  we  may  judge  fix>m  the  native 
growths,  is  rich  and  strong.    This  exuberaat  vegetation, 
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forests  of  giant  timbers  and  almost  impenetrable  nnder- 
growth,  is,  however,  largely  due  to  the  warmth  and  humid- 
ity of  the  atmosphere.  So  far  as  we  saw  and  could  learn, 
the  general  character  of  the  soil  is  argillaceous ;  yet  there 
is  no  lack  of  variety,  and  soils  that  in  our  latitude  would  bo 
considered  harsh  and  unproductive,  are  here  richly  fruitful. 
Owing  to  the  quantity  of  vegetation  which  for  unnumbered 
caiituries  has  waved  and  scattered  over  these  lands,  the  sur- 
f3Lce  beai*s  vegetable  mold  in  large  quantities,  and  for  its 
exhaustion  will  require  years  of  continuous  cultivation.  The 
low  Imids  in  the  vicinity  of  Monrovia,  and  I  suppose  else- 
where, are  composed  of  alluvium  and  marls.  The  moun- 
tains and  bold  promontories  on  the  coast,  like  those  of 
Sierra  Leone,  are  related  in  their  origin,  or  perhaps  we 
^ould  say  in  their  elevation,  to  that  volcanic  system  of 
which  the  Madeiras,  Canaries,  Cape  Verds,  and  other  islands 
not  yet  mentioned  are  a  part.  Cape  Mesurado,  on  which 
the  town  of  Monrovia  stands,  is  composed  of  hornblende, 
basalt,  and  other  igneous  rocks,  and  ferruginous  clays.  In  a 
"  pocket  ftill  of  rocks,"  which  a  friend  brought  us  from  the 
interior,  we  have  limestone,  two  or  three  varieties  of  sand* 
stone,  quartz  rock  and  iron  ore.  The  ore  is  peculiarly  rich. 
Copper  and  other  valuable  metals  are  said  to  abound  in  the 
interior. 

The  productions  of  Liberia  are  almost  endless,  certainly 
countless,  in  tlieir  variety.  Some  of  the  more  important 
native  productions  are  rosewood,  teak,  mahogany,  hickory, 
poplar,  brimstone-wood,  so  called  from  its  rich  yellow  color, 
sassa-wood,  and  many  others  valuable  in  ship-building  and 
cabinet  work.  Cam-wood  and  other  valuable  dye-woods, 
some  ebony,  and  in  parts  of  the  interior  the  acacia,  which 
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yields  the  gum  arable  of  commeree,  and  the  copal  tree.  Of 
the  palm  tree  there  are  several  varieties,  and  all  hi^y  use- 
ful. The  nut-bearing  palm  is  the  most  valuable  of  these, 
and  will  some  day  prove  a  source  of  immense  wealth  to  the 
people  of  the  West  Coast.  The  palm  oil,  so  valuable  in 
commerce  and  African  trade,  is  expressed  from  the  soft 
pulpy  rmd  which  surrounds  the  nut.  When  &edi  it  is  of  a 
clear  red  color,  is  used  by  the  natives  as  an  artide  of  food, 
and  white  men  find  it  a  most  delicious  salad  oil.  We  diall 
refer  to  it  again.  The  gums  of  Senegal,  Gambia,  Sierra 
Leone  and  Liberia,  are  more  valuable  and  more  important 
in  commerce  than  Mr.  Bowen  and  other  travelers  suppose. 
At  Sierra  Leone,  we  procured  some  excellent  specimens  of 
copal  and  arabic  gums  brought  from  a  distance  in  the  in- 
terior. The  arabic  of  Senegal  is  esteemed  of  the  highest 
value  in  the  French  markets. 

Medical  plants  abound :  the  copaiba  tree,  the  eroUm  U^ 
lium^  which  yields  the  croton  oil ;  the  ric%nu9  communis^ 
or  castor  oil  plant ;  and  the  ridnus  mc^oTj  called  bIbo  cwr- 
coB  purgctns.  The  seeds  of  the  last  produce  a  highly  purga- 
tive oil,  and  the  wood  is  much  used  for  hedges  and  fences. 
It  abounds  in  the  Cape  Yerd  Islands,  where  it  is  called  the 
pulga,  and  the  seed  is  becoming  an  important  article  in 
exportation.  The  natives  beat  out  the  oil  for  burning  in 
lamps. 

Among  the  grains,  the  more  important  are  Indian  com, 
of  several  varieties,  and  rioe  of  an  excellent  quality.  By  an 
experiment  lately  made  at  the  new  settlement,  fifty  miles 
in  the  interior,  called  Careysburg,  it  has  been  ascertained 
that  wheat,  barley  and  oats  may  be  produced  on  the  high 
lands,  yielding  average  harvests.  Cott<m  fi(»irisfaes  in  ewry 
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part  of  Western  Afirica)  and  is  claimed  by  some  to  be  in- 
digenous. The  many  samples  of  A£ican  cotton  I  have  seen 
do  not  come  up  to  the  descriptions  given  of  it  by  travellers. 
Ilie  best  ^at  came  under  my  notice  classed  with  the  mid- 
dling fidr  of  our  uplands.  Coffee  of  superior  quality,  and 
sugar  cane,  may  be  produced  with  little  labor. 

The  fruits  are  numerous  and  delicious.  Those  with  which 
we  are  &milkr  are  the  mango,  lemon,  lime,  orange,  guava, 
tamarind  and  pomegranate;  the  cocoanut,  plantain,  banana, 
the  sweet  and  sour  sops,  rose-apple,  African  cherry,  pine- 
apple, avocado-pear,  and  the  African  peach.  We  shall  refer 
to  some  of  these  more  particularly  from  some  part  of  the 
coast  where  there  is  not  so  much  of  more  importance  to  de- 
mand our  attention  as  we  find  in  Liberia, 

The  esculent  and  farinaoeous  roots  are  in  great  variety ; 
those  most  commonly  cultivated  are  the  sweet  potato  of 
several  varieties,  the  cassada,  from  which  the  cassava  farina 
of  commerce  is  prepared,  the  West  Indian  yam,  the  tania, 
which  in  flavor  resembles  the  Irish  potato,  and  the  arrow 
root.  The  common  garden  vegetables  of  America  flourish 
in  liberia  when  planted  in  the  proper  season,  which  seems 
to  be  March  or  April.  We  saw  at  Monrovia  excellent  cab- 
bages, snap  and  lima  beans,  field  peas,  tomatoes,  cucumbers 
and  beets.  If  the  African  cruisers  would  remain  long 
enough  at  Monrovia  to  send  up  the  St.  Paul's  for  supplies, 
they  would  have  less  reason  to  complain  of  the  want  of 
vegetables  on  the  coast.  Our  domestic  fowls  thrive  in 
Liberia,  but  the  cattle  are  inferior.  The  sheep,  being 
covered  with  hair  instead  of  wod,  much  resemble  the  goat, 
and  the  mutton  is  indifferent.  Oxen  are  too  small  to  be  of 
much  value  as  beasts  of  draught  or  burden,  and  the  beef  is 
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seldom  very  good.  Pigs  and  goats  thrive  well,  and  the 
former,  with  a  laudable  independence,  make  their  own 
living.  They  are  of  the  tme  republican  stripe — ^lean  and 
lank,  and  somewhat  care-worn  in  the  j^tce.  Here,  as  in 
Sierra  Leone,  horses  do  not  last,  even  with  care  and  skillful 
treatment,  more  than  three  or  four  years.  Wild  animals 
are  becoming  scarce.  The  elephant,  hippopotamus,  leopard, 
crocodile,  boa  constrictor,  and  deer,  formerly  abundant, 
are  receding  before  the  advancing  civilization.  Monkeys, 
guanas,  chameleons,  lizards  and  ants,  in  great  variety,  still 
infest  the  woods. 

The  driver  ants,  of  which  so  many  interesting  stories  may 
be  told,  are  a  useful  annoyance.  In  their  migrations  they 
travel  in  companies  of  countless  thousands,  and  with  the 
order  of  a  well  drilled  army.  In  crossing  a  path  the  ad- 
vance guard  forms  into  a  perfect  arch,  under  which  the 
army  passes,  and  then  the  hridgemen  form  into  line  in  the 
rear.  They  do  not  turn  out  of  the  line  of  their  course  for 
any  obstruction  which  they  can  surmoxmt  or  remove.  Beasts 
and  insects  of  all  kinds  fear  them,  and  when  they  come 
down  on  a  dwelling  the  inmates  retire,  and  the  visitors, 
acting  as  a  scavenger  police,  soon  clear  it  of  insects  and 
vermin  of  every  kind.  Their  visits,  therefore,  are  hailed 
with  welcome.  (Wish  a  few  companies  could  be  brought 
over  for  the  benefit  of  some  of  our  western  hotels,  as  a 
standing  army  for  the  defence  of  bed-rooms.)  They  are  ac- 
companied by  birds  which  prey  upon  the  insects  that  fly 
before  them. 

In  this  sketch  we  have  necessarily  omitted  many  things 
of  interest  regarding  the  climate,  soil  and  productions  of 
Liberia ;  but  we  trust  that  enough  has  been  said  to  give 
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the  reader  a  general  idea  of  the  character  of  each.  We 
have  only  to  add  that,  notwithstanding  the  prodigality  of 
nature  in  the  bestowment  of  animal  and  vegetable  food  for 
man,  labor  is  quite  as  necessary  to  procure  the  comforts  of 
life  there  as  here,  and  toil  is  more  irksome :  that,  therefore, 
the  duggard  begs  amidst  perpetual  harvests,  and  the  poor 
are  often  hungry  amidst  fullness  of  bread. 

The  providence  of  God  is  marvellously  varied ;  yet,  in 
the  distribution  of  good  and  ill  to  man,  the  balance  hangs 
with  an  even  beam. 
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LIBEBIA  —  CONTINUED, 

Considerations  not  to  be  Overlooked — Agriculture  and  Trade — ^Beggars 
— Society  and  Morals  in  Liberia — InteOectual  Derelopmenta — ^A  Col- 
lege—Influence of  Liberia — A  Question  Answered— Hoir  liberia  is  to 
Ciyilize— Prospect  of  Union  with  Sierra  Leone. 

In  looking  into  the  industrial,  social,  moral  and  intellcctnal 
character  of  the  Liberians,  justice  to  ourselves  and  to  them 
demands  that  we  should  give  due  weight  to  the  following 
considerations : 

First,  the  recency  of  the  establishment.  Second,  the 
want  of  capital  in  those  who  formed  the  government,  and 
those  who,  by  immigration,  continue  to  increase  its  popula- 
tion. Third,  most  of  the  emigrants  were  fix)m  the  Slave 
States  and  had  never  learned  to  plan  and  provide  for  their 
own  maintenance — ^those  from  the  States  called  free  were 
equally  dependent — and  the  difficult  lesson  of  self-depend- 
ence had  to  be  learned  under  the  disadvantages  arising  from 
an  un&vorable  climate,  new  modes  of  labor,  new  elements 
of  subsistence,  new  states  of  society,  and  entirely  new  asso- 
ciations. Fourth,  the  necessarily  imperfect  civilization  of 
those  who,  though  long  in  contact  with  a  high  state  of  civil- 
ization, were  there  as  ignorant  spectators,  not  as  practical 
students.  The  Christian  religion,  which,  in  its  essential 
fects,  they  brought  with  them  from  the  land  of  the  white 
man,  contains  many,  perhaps  most,  of  the/4mportant  and 
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vital  elements  of  civilization,  but  not  all.  Fifth,  that  in 
forming  an  estimate  of  their  civilization,  the  American  ob- 
server tries  it  by  the  highest  standard.  He  does  the  same 
in  estimating  their  intellectual  character,  his  standard  in 
both  cases  being  the  attainments  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race. 
He  who  stands  on  the  snblime  heights  of  Teneriffe  or  Atlas 
is  not  prepared  to  estimate  the  altitude  of  the  hills  on  the 
plains  below.  The  sum  of  these  considerations  is,  that  in 
any  of  the  departments  of  civilized  society,  we  are  not  to 
look  for  much  in  Liberia ;  yet,  as  a  people,  they  are  not 
without  excellences,  which  reflect  credit  on  the  civilization 
of  their  adoption,  their  virtue  and  intelligence. 

As  yet,  the  Liberians  have  done  but  little  in  the  way  of 
agriculture,  and  until  they  become  a  producing  people  they 
cannot  be  wealthy,  nor  in  any  high  sense  independent. 
They  do  nothing  in  the  way  of  manufitctures,  if  we  except 
the  little  sugar  that  is  produced  on  the  fiirms  of  the  St. 
Paul's  River ;  their  main  business  is  traffic,  and  though  this 
is  carried  on  in  a  small-sale  way,  it  furnishes  employment  to 
the  capital  of  the  country,  and  to  many  of  the  people. 
Young  Africa,  patterning  after  Young  America,  has  a  pen- 
chant for  merchandising  and  the  professions.  The  petty 
merchants  buy  palm  oil,  rice,  camwood,  skins,  and  a  few 
other  unimportant  articles,  in  small  quantities  from  the 
natives ;  for  which  they  give  tobacco,  powder,  cheap  cut- 
lery, and  cotton  cloths.  The  more  wealthy  merchants  buy 
from  these,  and  sell  again  to  the  English  and  American  mer- 
chant vessels,  or  ship  directly  to  the  States.  There  are 
several  men  of  considerable  wealth  in  Monrovia.  They 
keep  large,  well-assorted  stocks  of  dry  goods,  and  find  ready 
purchasers  among  their  own  people. 

7* 
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Many  of  the  liberians  are  mechanics — carpenters  princi- 
pally— and  these  find  work,  at  rather  moderate  wages,  abont 
the  towns  and  settlements.  Shoemakers,  masons,  tinners 
and  blacksmiths  are  abmidant,  but  steady  work  in  their 
departments  is  rather  scarce.  Those  who  have  no  trade 
nor  the  means  of  "  keeping  store "  are  driv«i  to  fiairming, 
and  in  the  end,  if  at  all  indostrious,  are  the  most  comfort- 
able. 

When  emigrants,  who  are  sent  out — passage  free — ^by  Ae 
Colonization  Society,  anive  in  Liberia  they  are  transferred 
to  the  Receptacle  House,  where  for  six  months  they  are 
provided  with  good  board  and  excellent  medical  attention. 
In  the  course  of  this  time  most  of  the  emigrants  pass 
through  the  acclimating  fever  and  are  restored  to  health 
sufficiently  to  be  able  to  provide  for  themselves.  The 
republic  offers  to  each  adult  person  a  piece  of  land  contain- 
ing five  acres,  or  a  lot  in  town.  Farming  and  cooking 
utensils  are  furnished  by  the  Society ;  and  thus,  brought 
through  the  fever,  and  furnished  with  tools  to  work,  a  home 
and  something  to  put  in  it,  the  initiated  stranger  is  lefk  to 
himself. 

Such  is  the  beginning  which  a  majority  of  the  emigrants 
have  made;  but  there  are  many  others  who  at  the  end  of 
six  months  are  fiur  from  being  rid  of  the  effects  of  the  fever, 
and,  entirely  incapable  of  providing  for  themselves,  are  sent 
forth  to  beg,  or  make  a  living  otherwise,  as  best  they  may. 
It  is  desirable  that  the  Society  should  extend  its  aid  in  such 
cases,  but  at  present  we  suppose  that  it  is  not  able.  These 
are  the  beggars  who  hang  about  the  landing-places  in  Mon- 
rovia, crying  for  a  penny  from  visitors,  and  praying  to  be 

taken  bacl^  to  America.    Among  these  beggars  Bxe^many 
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too  lazy  to  learn  to  work — barbers,  waiters,  coachmen  from 
our  northern  dties,  and  others  who,  because  of  bad  cha- 
racter, cannot  find  employment;  yet  truth  commands  us  to 
say,  that  we  have  seen  in  Monrovia  many  cases  of  real  and 
blameless  poverty.  There  are  scores  there  who  would  be 
blest,  indeed,  if  transferred  to  some  plantation  in  the  South. 
The  same  may  be  said,  however,  of  many  in  our  own 
cities. 

Liberians  have  been  much  censured  for  their  neglect  of 
agriculture,  and  not  without  some  reason ;  but  words  are 
cheap.  In  Liberia  there  are  no  horses,  no  mules,  nor  even 
donkeys,  and  the  oxen  are  too  small  to  be  of  much  service ; 
nor  have  the  people  the  means  of  procuring  beasts  of  labor. 
Farming  by  hand  is  slow  business  where  grass  grows  so 
rapidly  as  to  require  the  constant  labor  of  one  hand  to  keep 
an  acre  or  two  clear  enough  to  make  com  and  potatoes  for 
a  £Eunily.  The  very  fertility  of  the  soil  is  a  disadvantage, 
with  the  present  means  of  husbandry.  Rice  is  the  staple 
article  of  food  among  both  Liberians  and  natives.  It  re- 
quires less  labor  in  its  production  than  any  other  bread- 
stuff; but  this  is  brought  iu  by  the  natives  in  such  quantities, 
and  sold  at  so  low  a  rate,  that  £krmers  cannot  compete  with 
them.  This  supply,  however,  does  not  keep  pace  with  the 
demands  of  the  increasing  population,  and,  therefore,  the 
time  is  not  distant  when  the  Liberians  will  find  it  both  pro- 
fitable and  necessary  to  produce  it  for  themselves.  Coffee 
may  be  produced  in  Liberia  with  but  little  labor,  and  it  is 
growing  in  importance  as  an  article  of  exportation.  The 
cultivation  of  sugar-cane  is  also  attracting  much  attention. 
Several  mills  for  grinding  the  cane  have  lately  been  intro- 
duced, two  or  three  of  which  are  steam  mills.    There  are 
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many  good  &rms  on  the  St.  Panl's  River,  and  other  interior 
settlements.  Citizais  of  Monrovia  have  invested  capital  in 
lands  and  good  fiurming  implements,  have  employed  natives 
to  work,  and  are  doing  a  good  service  to  their  country  in 
develo^Hng  its  resources.  Nature  has  designed  the  people 
and  country  of  Liberia  to  be  producers  rather  tiian  manu- 
fitcturers,  and  the  sooner  eircumstimces  compel  them  to 
their  plainly  indicated  mission,  the  better  for  them.  But  the 
means  for  beginning  must  be  first  given,  or  acquired  by  the 
present  slow  process ;  after  that,  progress  wiD  be  easy  and 
natural,  and  her  fertile  plains  will  unbosom  a  vast  and  an 
ezhaustless  wealth. 

Society  in  Liberia  is  as  good  as  can  be  reasonably  ex- 
pected ;  indeed,  we  found  a  degree  of  refinement  and  taste 
for  which  we  were  not  prepared.  The  people  desire  to  five 
in  comfortable  and  pretty  houses,  the  ladies  and  beaux  dress 
in  the  &shion,  and  an  aristocracy  of  means  and  education  is 
already  set  up.  The  x)eople  generally  dress  above  their 
mesms,  extravagantly  so,  and  the  quantity  of  kid  gloves 
and  lunbrellas  displayed  on  all  occasions  does  not  promise 
well  for  a  nation  whose  hope  rests  on  hard  hands  and  well 
used  and  well  developed  muscles.  The  Virginians  are  said 
to  be  the  leaders  (rf  the  aristocracy ;  and  here  we  must  add, 
as  the  result  of  our  observation,  that  those  who  came  ori- 
ginally from  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  Georgia,  as  a  class, 
are  more  intelligent,  more  industrious,  and  more  worthy 
than  those  who  hail  from  points  further  north. 

Thanks  to  the  missionary  societies  which  have  followed 
the  emigrants  with  teachers  and  preachers,  the  people  are 
in  a  good  degree  intelligent  and  religious,  and  remarkably 
moral.    As  a  people,  they  are  proud,  very  much  puffed  up. 
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and  offensively  boastful.  This  se^ns  to  be  the  lot  alike  of 
young  nations  and  young  gentlemen  just  turned  loose  from 
scbooL  Time  and  experience  will  generally  cure  both. 
The  only  danger  is  that  some  suicidal  act  may  be  committed 
before  self-knowledge  comes.  Already  the  Liberians  evince 
a  degree  of  antipathy  to  those  who  assume  superiority  to 
them,  by  coming  among  them  as  teachers.  They  would  be 
independent  of  missionaries  if  they  could,  but  there  are 
sane  men  enough  among  them,  we  trust,  to  keep  this 
morbidly  sensitive  and  fooli^  spirit  in  abeyance  until  the 
people  are  capable  g£  providing  for  their  own  educational 
and  religious  wants.  By  that  time  they  will  have  learned, 
among  many  other  thinge,  to  esteem  such  agencies  more 
highly. 

The  government  is  making  some  provision  for  country 
sohools,  but  I  do  not  understand  exactly  what.  There  is 
one  school  in  Monrovia,  and  that  a  very  respectable  one, 
called  the  Academy,  I  believe,  that  is  self-supporting.  I 
was  present  at  one  of  the  examinations,  and  was  much 
pleased  with  the  intelligenceandproficiency  of  the  scholars. 
Young  Africans,  as  we  have  seen  in  our  Sunday-schools 
in  southern  cities,  commit  to  memory  readily  and  correctly, 
and  as  we  have  seen  here  and  elsci^here  on  the  coast, 
comprehend  with  near  as  much  readiness  as  other  youths. 
The  deficiency  seems  to  be  in  the  practical  application. 
But  the  A&ican  race  is  yet  in  its  in&ncy,  and  the  mental 
character  undeveloped.  At  present  they  seem  to  be 
deficient  in  the  reflective  fitculties,  particulariy  in  causality, 
but  what  they  may  develop,  when  for  generations  they  have 
been  under  the  influence  of  a  high  degree  of  civilization,  is 
yet  to  be  seen.     They  possess  many  of  those  qualities 
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which  give  excellence  in  the  fine  arts,  and  are  by  no  means 
deficient  in  the  superior  sentiments. 

I  regret  to  say  that  a  college  has  been  lately  established 
in  Liberia,  the  presidency  of  which  has  been  conferred  on 
ex-President  Roberts.  I  regret  it,  because  it  will  involve 
an  outlay  that  might  be  better  used  inconmion  schools.  It 
will  s^id  out,  for  years  at  least,  men  imperfectly  learned, 
with  the  idea  that  they  are  scholars,  and  create  a  fidse 
standard  of  education.  The  present  state  of  society  has  no 
demand  for  such  a  thing,  the  high  schools  already  in 
operation  bemg  sufficient  to  supply  teachers  and  pro- 
fessional men,  uid  these  are  sufficiently  patronized.  A 
couple  of  manual  labor  schools,  somewhere  in  the  interior, 
would  be  vastly  more  useful.  These  things — academies 
dubbed  colleges — are  getting  to  be  an  evil  among  us  in  the 
States,  and  we  are  sorry  to  see  our  ebony  ofyioot  coj^ing 
any  of  our  defects. 

What  are  the  Liberians  doing  toward  converting  the 
natives  ? 

I  once  pulled  a  drunken  man  off  a  railroad  track  just  in 
time  to  save  him  from  being  run  over  by  the  train.  The 
imminence  of  his  danger  sobered  him  a  little,  and  rismg  to 
his  feet,  he  exclaimed : 

"Sir,  you  have  saved  my  life!  What  shall  I  do  for 
you?" 

"  Pray  for  me,"  said  L 

"  Well,"  said  he,  after  a  moment's  thought,  "I  guess  I'll 
have  to  begin  that  job  by  praying  for  myself;  and  it'll  give 
me  enough /or  a  tohile  to  do  that," 

When  the  Liberians  are  converted  themselves  then  they 
may  strengthen  their  brethren.    At  present  they  have  no 
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means  to  spare  in  that  direction.  Indirectly,  however,  they 
are  exerting  an  elevating  influence  over  the  tribes  around. 
They  hire  their  children  as  domestics,  and  these  generally 
forsake  the  religion  of  their  &thers  for  that  of  their  masters. 
The  savages  acknowledge  the  superiority  of  the  civilized 
man ;  they  are  gradually  adopting  the  ideas  and  practices 
of  civilized  life,  and  eventually  tiiey  will  become  one  people. 
The  schools  and  other  missionary  operations  among  them 
are  hastening  this  events 

At  present  the  natives  are  prejudiced  against,  and  bitterly 
jealous  of,  their  Christian  brethren,  and,  like  the  wild 
monkeys  that  will  pick  a  tame  Joeko  to  pieces  if  he  goes 
among  them  in  gay  clothes  and  cocked  hat,  for  getting 
above  his  kin,  they  would  destroy  the  Liberians  if  they 
could.  But  this  prejudice  will  soon  wear  away,  and  they 
will  become  the  willing  disciples  of  their  more  exalted 
brethren.  Those  living  in  the  territory  of  the  republic  are 
forced  into  a  degree  of  civilization,  by  the  laws  which 
require  the  abandonment  of  certain  cruel  rites,  and  the 
reference  of  disputes  to  the  constituted  authorities.  If  the 
republic  survives,  it  is  her  "  manifest  destiny  "  to  civilize  by 
annexation ;  and  like  some  other  nations  we  wot  o^  to 
extend  her  sheltering  wings  over  adjoining  peoples,  making 
herself  rich  the  while  by  appropriating,  for  her  services, 
their  lands  and  treasures.  In  the  chcute  and  doMie 
lang^iage  of  our  American  satirist  in  the  **  Biglow 
Papers:** 

*'  To  go  *  ascrugin '  'em  out  o'  their  dominions. 
Ashelterin'  'em,  az  Caleb  sez,  under  their  eagle's  pinions, 
Which  means  to  take  a  feller  up  jest  by  the  slack  o'  's  trowsia, 
An'  walk  hun  Spanish  clean  right  out  o'  all  his  homes  an^faotiffl8:T 
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Wal,  U  doo0  seem  a  cnnif  way,  but  then  hooraw  for  Jackaon ! 
li  mutt  be  riffhtf  fer  Caleb  sez  W$  regular  Anglo-Saxon,^^ 

The  Liberians,  and  for  them  their  friends  in  America,  are 
anxioos  for  a  imion  with  Sierra  Leone ;  but  like  some  of  the 
Protestant  denominations  who  liberaUy  propose  nnioa 
among  Christians  by  inviting  all  to  join  in  tMr  creeds  and 
nK)des,  they  propose  a  union  in  which,  as  to  form  of 
government,  Kerra  Leone  shall  concede  everything  and 
Liberia  nothing.  Liberia,  by  the  addition  of  a  fortile  and 
an  extensive  territory,  good  harbors,  of  which  at  present 
she  has  none,  and  thousands  of  intelligent  citizens,  would 
be  largely  the  gainer ;  and  for  this  reason,  as  an  American, 
1  should  be  glad  for  such  a  union  to  take  place.  In  con- 
versing with  the  leading  colored  officials  of  Sierra  Leone  on 
this  subject,  I  found  that,  to  a  man,  they  would  be  very 
decidedly  averse  to  any  proposition  looking  in  that  direction ; 
and  that  though  well  wishers,  they  are  not  admirers  of  the 
government  of  Liberia  or  the  type  of  her  dvilication. 
Tlie  nations  cherish  and  keep  prominent  those  social  and 
political  peculiarities  which  distinguish  English  and  Ameri- 
can civilization,  .and,  both  being  uncompromising,  they  are 
further  apart  than  America  and  England.  When  Canada 
is  annexed  to  the  United  States,  Sierra  Leone  may  be 
joined  to  Liberia!  Considering  the  interests  of  Sierra 
Leone,  I  c»mot  say  that  it  would  be  wise  in  her  to  detach 
herself  from  the  protection  and  assistance  of  Great  Britain, 
for  the  sake  of  uniting  with  a  young  and  struggling 
republic.  The  British  lion  may  be  very  stem,  and  his  paw 
at  times  very  heavy,  but  it  would  hardly  be  prudent  to 
desert  his  protection  for  that  of  an  unfledged  eaglet  dis- 
carded by  its  parent. 
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The  great  war  between  Civilization  and  'Barbarism, 
Christianity  and  Idolatry,  is  yet  to  be  fought  in  Africa; 
blessed  is  that  colony  or  republic  which,  when  the  day  of 
battle  comes,  shall  find  that  she  is  sustained  by  the 
sympathy  and  force  of  a  powerful  nation* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

LIBEBIA — CONCLFDBD. 

Yiait  to  President  Benson— Ex-President  Koberts  and  Family — ^Visit  to 
the  Senate — The  House  of  Kepresentatives — ^Politicians — ^The  Press — 
Pulpit  Celebrities — ^Bishop  Bums — A  Georgia  Liberian — ^Messages  to 
Friends — ^What  shall  we  do  with  our  Free  Colored  Population — A.  Rail- 
road for  Liberia— American  Colonization  Society — ^Melyille  B.  Cox — 
Adieu. 

On  a  bright  morning  in  January,  1857, 1  accompanied  Com- 
mander Ward  in  an  official  visit  to  the  President  of  Liberia. 
We  were  shown  into  a  comfortably  and  tastefully  furnished 
parlor  of  the  presidential  mansion,  and  Mr.  Benson  soon 
made  his  appearance,  dressed,  as  all  officials  dress  here,  ex- 
cept those  of  the  military  commission,  in  the  habit  of  a 
private  citizen.  He  received  us  with  a  good  deal  of  cordi- 
ality, and  the  ease  and  dignity  of  a  refined  gentleman  of  die 
Old  Virginia  schooL  It  was  evident  that  he  knew  himself 
to  be  the  President,  and  the  lion  of  the  occasion,  yet  there 
was  an  entire  absence  of  the  patronizing  airs  so  common  to 
high  officials,  and  throughout  our  interview  his  deportm^it 
was  cheerful  and  fiiultless,  and  worthy  of  the  president  of  a 
republic.  He  spoke  of  the  pleasure  it  afforded  him  to  meet 
with  American  gentlemen,  and  of  the  increasing  good  dis- 
position of  the  Americans  toward  his  government  by  send- 
ing them  a  commercial  agent.  Knowing,  by  previous 
acquaintance — ^for  I  had  had  the  pleasure  of  breakfasting 
with  him  on  the  morning  of  his  inauguration — ^that  I  was 
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from  the  South,  he  asked  several  qneStions  regarding  south- 
em  interests,  and  showed,  by  subsequent  remarks,  an 
acquaintance  with  our  institutions,  laws,  and  history,  and  an 
expansiyenessof  view  in  regard  to  our  peculiar  institutions, 
which  would  do  credit  to  any  foreign  statesman.  In  per- 
son, Mr,  Benson  is  tall  and  well  proportioned,  is  about 
forty-five  years  of  age,  and  as  black  as  charcoal.  Judging 
from  the  following,  it  seems  that  the  intensity  of  his  color 
had  not  a  little  to  do  with  his  election. 

Captain  W.,  of  Virginia,  in  taking  a  walk  through  Mon- 
rovia, met  a  person  whom  he  had  known  many  years  ago 
as  a  very  respectable  and  inteUigent  slave  in  the  Old  Do- 
minion. There  was  a  mutual  recognition,  and  the  following 
dialogue  ensued : 

"  Why,  howd'y.  Buck  ?  I  hardly  expected  to  see  you 
here.*' 

Buck,  with  an  air  of  dignity — "  How  do  you  do.  Captain  ? 
I  glad  to  see  you ;  but  they  don't  call  me  Buck  here  I" 

"  What  do  they  call  you  ?" 

**  Oh,  I  keep  the  old  family  name,  of  course,  but  they 
call  me  Coiofid  Brown,  if  you  please !" 

"  Well,  tell  me.  Buck— or  Colonel,  I  should  say— excuse 
me  I" 

Colonel  (relentingly) — "  My  old  friends  can  call  me  what 
they  please,  Cap'n," 

"Very  good  lad!  Tell  me  how  you  and  ourVirgmia 
people  are  doing  here  ?" 

An  answer  followed,  in  which  the  Colonel  forgot  that  he 
was  a  Colonel,  and  throwing  off  his  studied  language  and 
manner,  gave  a  description  of  life  in  Liberia  which  ended 
thus: 
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*^  So,  take  all  together,  we^re  been  doia'  right  tollable 
smart.  Heap  o*  ups  an*  downs ;  bnt  tbinga  is  getting  bei» 
ter,  an'  ire  are  gettin'  sort  o*  used  to  nm  like.'' 

"Which  of  the  candidates  for  the  presidency  are  you 
going  to  vote  for  f " 

"Oh,  Benson,  sir  1" 

"  Has  not  Roberts  made  you  a  good  President  ?" 

"Oh,  yes." 

"  He  is  a  very  smart  mim,"  continued  the  captain,  "  and 
much  respected  abroad.  I  think  you  had  better  rote  for 
him." 

"  That's  all  true !" — Colonel  becomes  quite  animated — 
"  But  the  file's  just  this.  Mass  Whit' :  the  folks  say  as  how 
we  darkies  ain't  fitten  to  take  care  o'  ourselves — aint  capa- 
ble. Roberts  is  very  fine  gentleman,  but  he's  more  tchUe 
than  blctcky  an'  Mr.  Benson's  colored  people  all  over  I 
There's  no  use  talking  government,  an'  making  laws,  an' 
that  kind  o'  things,  if  they  ain't  going  to  keep  urn  up.  I 
vote  for  Benson,  sir,  case  I  wants  to  know  if  we^a  going  to 
stay  nigger  or  turn  monkey  /" 

Certainly  a  purer  representative  of  the  African  race  than 
Mr.  Benson  could  hardly  be  found,  and  beyond  expectation 
he  has  met  the  wishes  of  his  people  in  executing  the  func- 
tions of  the  presidential  office.  Prudence  and  sound  judg- 
ment characterize  him  as  an  officer;  and  his  messages, 
though  often  too  long  and  imnecessarily  comprehensive,  and 
sometimes  a  little  pedantic,  are  marked  by  strength  and 
clearness.  Of  their  genuineness,  those  who  know  him  have 
no  doubt.  He  has  lived  in  the  colony  and  repubKofrom  his 
infimcy ;  was  educated  at  the  mission  schools,  and  has  had 
but  little  opportunity  for  travel  and  observation  abroad. 
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Politict  he  studied  from  American  textrbooks,  bat  without 
practical  examjdeg)  in  his  own  oountry,  of  much  value ;  yet 
he  is,  in  m^iy  respects^  a  model  Presid^it. 

We  called  on  ExJVesident  Roberts  and  fiunilj«  Mrs. 
and  Miss  Roberts  are  most  intelligent  and  interesting  per- 
sonages, speak  EngMi  and  French  fluently,  and  are,  in  all 
respects,  weU-bred  and  refined.  I  suppose  tluU^  they  have 
colored  blood  enough  in  them  to  swear  by,  but  they  might 
travel  through  every  State  in  the  Union  without  ever  being 
suspected  of  having  any  connection  with  the  sable  progeny 
of  Ham.  Miss  Roberts  is  a  blue-eyed  blonde,  having  light 
brown  hair  and  rosy  cheeks;  yet  die  is  a  genuine  AMcan, 
in  the  Know  Nothing  sense  of  g^iuineness,  having  been 
bom  in  the  woods  of  Liberia.  The  Ex-President  is  tall  and 
well  proportioned,  colorless  in  complexion — ^hope  the  reader 
can  tolerate  a  paradox — ^but  plainly  indicating  his  AMcan 
extraction  by  a  very  kinky  head  of  wool,  of  which,  his 
fiiends  say,  he  is  very  proud.  We  have  spoken  of  his 
official  character  in  the  tenth  ch{q>ter.  In  intellect  and 
moral  integrity  he  is  a  superior  man ;  and  in  the  interview 
of  that  morning  displayed  much  of  that  excellence  in  con- 
versation and  elegance  of  manner  that  have  rendered  him 
so  popular  in  the  courts  of  France  and  England.  The  best 
evidence  of  his  practical  good  sense  was  displayed  in  a  visit 
whidilie  made,  a  few  years  ago,  to  his  colored  relatives  and 
white  friends  in  his  native  State,  Virginia.  In  every  circle 
he  knew  his  place,  and  conducted  himsdf  in  such  a  manner 
SB  to  win  great  &vor  among  bond  and  free.  Both  the 
President  and  Ex-President  are  official  members  of  the 
M.  E.  Church. 

In  my  strolls  about  Monrovia,  I  dropped  occasdonaDy  into 
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the  Senate  Chamber  to  hear  the  debates.  They  are  con- 
ducted in  a  very  imrepablican  maimer,  namely,  with  great 
gravity  and  dignity,  and  without  noise  and  personalities. 
Othello  might  address  them  in  truth  as  ^  potent,  grave,  and 
reverend  signiors." 

Senators  Yates,  Lewis,  Warner,  and  Russell,  are  men  of 
commanding  talents.  The  last  named  is  a  superior  debat- 
ant,  and,  in  voice  and  manner,  reminded  me  mudi  of  Bi^op 
Pierce,  of  the  Southern  Methodist  Church.  There  was  an 
Unde  Ned  among  them  (will  the  Honorable  Mr.  Day  par- 
don our  familiarity  for  the  sake  of  auld  lang  syne),  who, 
whenever  he  spoke,  afforded  me  some  of  those  hearty 
laughs  which  are  so  scarce  and  so  beneficial  among  Afiican 
cruisers.  When  I  saw  him  last  on  the  floor,  he  had  on  a 
long-tailed,  brass-buttoned,  two-story-collared  blue  coat, 
such  as  "  Dandy  Jim  "  is  said  to  have  worn,  and  on  a  nose 
of  amplQ  latitude,  but  deficient  altitude,  he  had  mounted  a 
very  substantial  broad-diafted  pair  of  brass  spectacles.  His 
useful-looking  feet  were  as  firmly  planted  on  the  floor  as 
was  his  mind  on  the  position  he  had  taken,  and  after  prov- 
ing, from  the  Proverbs  of  Solomon,  that  his  view  of  the 
case  pending  was  the  only  one  in  the  least  degree  reason- 
able, or  consistent  with  the  laws  of  the  land,  he  called  for 
the  vengeance  of  heaven  on  the  Senate  if  they  would  not 
decide  in  favor  of  his  side  of  the  question.  Yet  Uncle  Ned 
was  by  no  means  a  simpleton ;  and  despite  the  "  dees  "  and 
**  dens  "  so  abundant  in  his  speech,  it  was  not  without  wit 
and  point.  He  is,  no  doubt,  a  preacher,  for  I  have  never 
seen  a  negro  of  his  appearance  and  physiognomy  that  was 
not. 

In  the  House  there  is  less  talent  than  in  the  Senate,  but 
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it  is  not  without  intelligent  and  honest  members.  I  once 
went  there  to  hear  a  debate  on  some  important  question 
relating  to  the  tarifi^  but  during  my  stay  a  very  windy  and 
discursive  speaker  occupied  the  whole  time.  He  was  physi- 
cally and  mentally  lame,  and  though  of  bright  complexion 
was  very  dull  in  sense.  His  speech  was  a  tirade  of  abuse  on 
American  institutions,  nor  could  he  leave  the  favorite 
themci  though  several  times  called  to  order.  The  sum  of 
his  argument  seemed  to  be,  that  the  little  black  boys  of  the 
southern  States  ought  to  be  allowed  to  dress  in  uniform  on 
the  Fourth  of  July,  and  parade  with  the  volunteer  com- 
panies. 

That  class  of  politicians  known  in  our  country  as  office- 
seekers,  have  a  few  representatives  in  Liberia.  They  would 
be  more  numerous,  but  lawyer  legi^tion,  and  lawyei*s, 
have  not  yet  taken  root  in  Africa.  When  law  interpreta- 
tion and  pleading  shall  have  become  a  profession  there, 
professional  politicians,  ntunerous  and  hungry  as  the  lean 
kine,  will  soon  be  in  excess.  Liberia  has  not  yet  produced 
authors  worUiy  of  attention,  but  there  are  two  newspapers 
published  in  Monrovia,  which  often  contain  very  respectable 
original  contributions  and  editorials.  We  are  inclined  to 
think  that  the  Liberians,  as  well  as  ourselves,  have  made  a 
mistake  in  the  unqualified  liberty  given  to  the  press. 
Surely,  in  its  moral  tone,  an  engine  of  such  power  cannot 
be  too  powerfully  guarded. 

AoCiong  the  pulpit  celebrities.  Herring,  of  the  Presby- 
terian church;  Crummel,  who  is  an  A.B.  of  Cambridge, 
Sngland,  of  the  Episcopal  church ;  and  Crocker,  Matthews 
and  Bums,  of  the  Methodist  church,  are  the  most  promi- 
nent.   They  are  all  men  of  strength,  profesdonal  atudn- 
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ments,  and  unquestioned  integrity.  FraneiB  Burns  has 
latdj  been  in  America,  where  be  was  ordained  Udiop  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  chorcfa,  and  appc^ited  to  liberia 
as  a  permanent  diocesan.  He  is  a  sweet-spirited,  noUe 
minded,  intelligent  and  intellectnal  man.  His  heart  is  as 
white  as  bis  skin  is  black — and  that  is  saying  a  good  deal, 
for  the  ace  of  spades  is  bnt  a  shade  deeper — and  with  his 
intelligence,  moderation,  soond  judgment  and  piety,  the 
friends  of  the  chnrdi  may  be  sore  that  her  interests  are  safe 
in  his  bands.  Our  officers  who  hare  beard  him  preach, 
speak  in  high  terms  of  his  pulpit  performances. 

"  Tell  our  southern  brethren,"  said  he,  as  we  took  «ol 
affectionate  &rewell  of  him,  ^  not  to  forget  us.  We  are 
their  people  by  sacred  ties.  A  missionary,  a  teadier,  or 
whatever  form  of  help  they  may  be  diq>osed  to  give  us,  will 
find  appreciation  and  welcome.'* 

Accompanying  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Wilson  and  TVUKams  in 
a  walk  to  the  lighthouse  one  evening,  I  met  with  an  old 
friend,  formerly  a  slave  in  Georgia.  Sherman,  who  will 
be  remembered  by  some  of  my  readers  as  the  respected 
and  polite  sexton  of  Dr.  Preston's  church  in  Savannah, 
recognized  me  in  a  moment,  but  so  emaciated  and  altered 
in  his  appearance  was  he,  that  I  was  some  moments  in  caH- 
ing  him  to  mind,  though  I  once  knew  him  intamatdy.  He 
and  his  wife  have  lost  their  health,  I  fear  forever,  but  he  is 
able  to  work  a  little.  His  children  are  industrious,  and  he 
makes  a  comfortable  living.  I  called  on  his  &m9y,  and 
after  conversing  awhile,  I  asked  him  what  I  should  tell  ins 
fHends  in  Georgia  about  his  prospects  in  Liberia.  Sherman 
is  a  sennble  man,  and  I  therefore  took  particuiar  note  of  Ins 
answer.  PooaTp 
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"  Tell  them,"  said  he,  "  that  so  &r  as  myself  and  wife  are 
concerned,  we  can  never  be  as  well  off  and  comfortable,  in 
worldly  things,  as  we  were  in  Savannah ;  but  I  am  satisfied 
that  onr  children  can  do  better  here  than  they  could  have 
done  there." 

I  mentioned  several  persons  in  Savannah  who  spoke  of 
emigrating.    He  said : 

**Tell  Democ  and  Molly — servants  of  James  Kerr,  Esq. — 
that  they  have  lived  too  long  and  too  well  to  come  to  this 
country.  C.  and  M.  are  young  and  industrious — they  may 
come ;  but  tell  them  not  to  expect  to  be  gentlemen  and  do 
nothing." 

I  saw  G.  W.  Ellis  in  Monrovia.  He  was  bought  by  the 
Synod  of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  Alabama,  and  sent  out 
as  nussionary  in  1847.  When  sent  out,  he  was  a  good 
preacher,  a  fidr  theologian,  and  knew  a  little  about  Latin 
and  Greek.  He  went  to  Liberia  with  an  excessive  idea  of 
his  own  attaimnents,  and  when  he  came  in  contact  with 
scholars  of  his  own  color  in  Monrovia,  he  was  made  to  feel 
that  his  acquirements  were  mere  smatterings.  He  did  not 
reach  the  position  he  expected  to  occupy,  became  dis- 
couraged, neglected  his  church,  and,  as  a  natural  conse- 
quence, fell  into  sin.  The  afflictions  through  which  he  has 
lately  passed  have  humbled  him,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wilson 
has  hopes  that  he  will  yet  be  restored  and  made  useful.  To 
many,  "  a  little  learning  is  a  dangerous  thing." 

I  have  introduced  these  persons  to  throw  some  light  on  a 
question  asked  by  hundreds  in  the  South  in  regard  to  free 
persons  of  color,  or  those  about  to  be  made  free.  "  Shall 
we  send  them  to  Liberia  ?"  I  am  not  prepared  to  give  an 
unqualified  affirmative  answer  to  this  <1^P**^^\;(5'^&tJ^- 
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has  a  few  servants,  none  the  younger  for  having  seen  from 
forty  to  fifty  cotton  pickings,  and  none  the  strongs:  for 
having  breakfasted  so  often  by  moonlight,  and  danced  so 
many  jabas  in  the  fence  comers  while  waiting  for  day-dawn, 
to  whom  he  has  offered  freedovi.  He  asked  me  if  he  ought 
to  send  them  to  Liberia,  assuring  me  that  they  wanted 
to  go  and  that  he  was  willing  to  be  rid  of  themu  I 
answered : 

^*  If  they  wish  to  go,  by  all  means  send  them ;  but  let  me 
recommend  that,  if  you  have  any  interest  in  their  fatare 
happiness  and  comfort,  or  any  respect  at  all  for  humanity, 
you  first  knock  them  all  on  the  head  and  send  them 
embalmed." 

What  shall  we  do  with  our  free  population,  is  becoming  a 
serious  question.  To  permit  them  to  remain  and  increase 
in  the  southern  States,  where  they  are  often  made  the  dupes 
and  tools  of  bad  white  men  from  abroad,  and  where  too 
often  their  infiuence  over  the  slave  population  is  anything 
but  wholesome,  is  not  to  be  thought  of  by  the  friends  of  the 
black  man,  or  the  friends  of  the  South.  Those  southerners 
who  know  the  social  and  moral  condition  of  black  people  in 
the  northern  States,  have,  I  trust,  too  mudi  humanity  to 
send  them  there ;  but  if  they  would,  many  of  the  yVw 
States  have  enacted  laws  prohibiting  the  influx  of  audi 
foreigners. 

What  shall  we  do,  then  ? 

I  answer,  with  the  following  qualifications,  send  them  to 
Africa,  their  original  natural  home.  Send  mme  who  are 
known  to  be  of  vicious  habits,  none  who  are  decre{»t  4x  in 
any  way  disqualified  for  active  labor,  none  irtio  are  over 
thirty-five  years  of  age«    Let  all  the  soutiiem  States  do  as 
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Maryland  and  ^Virginia  haye  done :  provide  by  law  for  the 
transfer  of  such  persons  to  Liberia,  and  for  their  com- 
fortable establishment  there. 

Yoruba,  and  corartries  beyond  the  equator,  to  which  we 
shall  refer  hereafter,  offer  wide  fields  for  colonial  establish- 
ments, but  now  that  we,  as  a  people,  have  undertaken  to 
provide  a  home  for  our  colored  people  in  Liberia,  it  is  due 
her,  that  all  our  influence  shall  be  given  to  aid  and  establish 
her,  before  dividing  our  attention  with  other  colonies.  As 
a  nation,  we  should  acknowledge  the  independence  of 
Liberia ;  she  needs  this  aid  and  encouragement ;  we  should 
do  it  in  obedience  to  the  golden  rule ;  we  should  do  it, 
because  the  civilized  world  regards,  and  justly,  Liberia  as 
an  American  enterprise;  and  if  she  succeeds,  we  shall 
receive  honor,  if  she  fails,  blame  and  reproach  will  rest 
forever  on  America  and  American  civilization. 

Liberia  has  in  her  the  elements  of  success. 

"  They  speak  the  tongue  that  Shakspeare  spoke— 
The  faith  and  morals  hold,  which  Milton  held." 

If  we  continue  to  assist  in  developing  these  elements, 
she  will  become  prosperous  and  great.  If  we  cease  our 
efibrts  before  these  elements  are  fully  established,  and 
put  into  activity,  she  will  'ML  of  accomplishing  her  two- 
fold mission  of  providing  a  home  for  our  people,  and  keep- 
ing open  a  wide  door  of  access  to  the  African  heathen  ;  and 
a  darker  cloud  will  settle  on  her  sky  than  has  ever  yet 
shadowed  her  palmy  plains. 

A  railroad  connecting  Monrovia  with  Carysburg,  or  some 
other  high  and  healthy  location  of  the  interior,  would  be  a 
great  blessing  to  emigrants  and  missionaries  in  Liberia,  and 
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a  Talnable  aid  in  tlie  agricnlttiral  and  commercial  derelop- 
ment  of  the  repnUic  generally.  Such  a  road  could  be  built 
for  $900,000. 

England  has  presented  the  republic  with  a  vessel  of  war; 
France  has  made  her  valuable  presents,  and  proposes  to  add 
another  vessel  to  her  little  navy.  A  railroad  would  be  an 
appropriate  present  from  America,  and  one  which  would  be 
of  permanent  use  in  missionary  operations. 

The  national  structure  that  we  have  surveyed  in  these 
chapters  on  Liberia,  is  the  fruit  of  the  labors  of  the  Ameri- 
can Colonization  Society  and  her  auxiliaries,  a  benevolent 
organization,  than  which,  in  its  success  and  good  results, 
none  in  the  history  of  the  world  has  been  more  successful. 
The  blessing  of  God  has  been  upon  it,  and  it  commends 
itself  to  the  confidence  and  cooperation  of  Christian  and 
charitable  men,  south  and  noith. 

In  the  course  of  our  last  visit  to  Monrovia,  I  visited  the 
grave  of  Melville  B.  Cox,  formerly  of  the  Virginia  Con- 
ference, the  first  Methodist  missionary  to  Liberia.  It  m 
marked  by  a  plain  marble  pedestal  and  shaft  six  feet  in 
height,  which  bears  an  unostentatious  inscription,  containing 
his  name,  the  year  of  his  birth,  his  landing  in  Africa,  and 
his  death.  As  I  stood  among  the  tangled  shrubbery  and 
waving  palms  which  cast  their  fragrance  and  shade  on  his 
lowly  bed,  I  heard  again  his  dying  utterance,  as  a  voice 
from  imder  the  altar,  crying,  "O  Lord,  how  long!  Though 
a  thousand  should  fiill,  Africa  must  be  redeemed,''  were  the 
fervid  words  of  his  departing  breath.  May  they  never  cease 
to  echo  about  the  altars  of  southern  Methodism,  until  as  a 
church  we  meet  the  peculiar  claims  which  the  long  neglected 
tribes  of  Africa  have  upon  us,  and  the  outstretched  hands 
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of  Ethiopia  are  filled  with  the  blessings  of  the  Gospel  of 
Christ. 

Onr  beloved  brethren,  Wilson  and  Williams,  of  the 
Presbyterian  mission,  accompanied  ns  to  the  beach  as  we 
embarked  for  the  last  time,  and  their  prayers  and  blessings 
went  with  ns  to  the  land  of  their  homes  and  their  love. 
We  left  onr  old  colored  acquaintances  and  friends  in  Liberia 
with  a  degree  of  sadness  and  anxiety — such  feelings  as 
tliose  have,  who  part  company  with  a  frail  and  feebly- 
maimed  boat  &r  out  at  sea,  praying  that  He  whose  paths 
are  on  the  deep,  and  who  rideth  upon  the  wings  of  the 
wind,  will  hold  the  storms  in  His  hand,  and  bid  the  waives 
be  still,  until  they  have  gained  a  safe  and  quiet  haven. 
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Annexation  of  Morjland  to  the  Bepnblic  of  Liberia — ^The  Gape — Dead 
Island — The  Lagoon — Orphan  Asylum — ^Palmas,  Harper,  Cavalla — 
Grebo  town — ^Want  of  Beauty  in  African  Scenery — Goremors  of  the 
C<dony,  Management,  etc. — ^The  Mare  that  wouldn't  go-^-Strife  Bogen- 
dered— The  War— The  Treaty  of  Peace— The  Results  of  the  War- 
Bishop  Payne. 

Before  passing  to  the  Gold  Coast,  we  mnst  devote  a  few 
paragraphs  to  Cape  Palmas,  the  principal  settlement  of  the 
State  of  Maryland  in  Liberia. 

In  the  tenth  chapter,  on  Liberia,  we  have  referred  to  the 
origin  of  the  colony  of  Maryland,  and  its  annexation  to  the 
Republic  of  Liberia,  in  1867.  The  union  of  this  indepen- 
dent State  with  Liberia  was  long  desired  by  the  friends  of 
African  colonization,  to  give  unity  to  American  operations 
on  the  coast,  and  for  the  mutual  strengthening  of  the  state 
and  the  republic.  The  event  was  hastened  by  a  war,  which 
took  place  between  the  colonists  and  natives,  at  Cape  Pal- 
mas,  in  January,  1857,  and  which,  but  for  the  opportune 
arrival  of  an  English  war-steamer,  and  a  regiment  of  Libe- 
rian  soldiers,  headed  by  Ex-President  Roberts,  would  have 
resulted  in  the  total  destruction  of  the  colonists,  and  per- 
haps with  them  of  the  American  missionaries. 

The  cape  from  which  this  settlement  takes  it  name,  is  a 
rocky  promontory,  one  hundred  feet  high,  which  extends 
into  the  Atlantic  some  three-quarters  of  a  mile  beyond  the 
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line  of  the  coast.  To  the  southward  of  the  cape,  and  a  few 
hundred  yards  distant,  stands  an  island  of  barren  rock,  an 
acre  or  two  in  extent.  This  is  called  Dead  Island  by  the 
traders  of  the  coast ;  and  here,  until  within  a  few  years, 
the  adjacent  tribes  deposited  their  dead,  without  tomb  or 
covering.  The  abolition  of  this  mode  of  disposing  of  the 
dead,  and  many  other  inhumanities,  has  attended  the  labors 
of  the  missionaries,  (commencing  at  the  base  of  the  land- 
ward slope  of  the  cape,  and  tending  in  an  easterly  direc- 
tion, is  a  lagoon  of  fresh  watei*,  half  a  mile  wide  and  six 
miles  long,  which  receives  several  small  streams,  and  is 
separated  from  the  ocean  by  a  bank  of  red  sand,  thrown  up 
by  the  action  of  the  waves.  In  this  lake,  as  it  may  be 
termed,  fish  are  abundant ;  and  when,  in  the  evening,  it  is 
dotted  over  with  the  canoes  of  fishermen,  and  reflects  the 
golden  hues  of  the  declining  sun,  and  the  lowing  herds  ga- 
ther upon  its  banks,  it  presents  a  charming  picture. 

On  the  highest  point  of  the  cape,  which  is  near  its  sea- 
ward extremity,  stands  the  light-house,  and  near  it  the  Or- 
phan Asylum  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  mission  of  Ame- 
rica. The  Asylum  is  a  large,  commodious,  and  substantial 
crucifonn  building  of  two  stories;  the  lower  story,  or  base- 
in^it,  is  stone,  and  the  upper,  wood.  In  the  rear  of  these 
buildings,  and  separated  from  them  by  a  natural  grove  of 
palms,  oocoanuts,  and  other  tropical  trees,  is  the  little  town 
of  Cape  Pahnas,  and  a  mile  to  the  eastward  is  another  town 
of  Americo-Africans,  called  Harper.  Between  these  towns, 
until  the  late  war,  stood  a  native  village  of  two  thousand 
inhabitants,  representatives  of  the  Grebo  tribe ;  a  savage, 
treacherous  and  warlike  people.  Twelve  miles  from  Har- 
per is  Cavalla,  on  a  river  of  the  same  name,  where  there  is 
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a  village  of  Christianized  natiyea,  and  the  Episcopal 
dence  and  schools  of  Bishop  Payne. 

The  country  in  the  vicinity  of  Cape  Palmas  may  receive 
the  same  geological  and  topographical  classification  as  that 
of  Sierra  Leone  and  Monrovia.  It  is,  perhaps,  higher  than 
that  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Monrovia,  is  magnificenUy 
timbered,  and  rises  gradoally  toward  the  interior,  as  fiur  as 
the  eye  can  reach  by  means  of  a  telescope,  and  to  an  eleva- 
tion above  the  beach,  of  two  hundred  feet.  A  shallow  and 
impetuous  stream,  called  Ebffman  River,  disembogues  near 
the  western  slope  of  the  cape. 

If  we  could  survey  African  scenery  as  we  do  "  the  mag- 
nificent distances"  and  landscapes  of  our  own  country,  we 
should  say  that  the  scenery  in  this  vicinity  is  beautiful  be- 
yond description ;  but  the  wildness  and  mystery  which  are 
associated  in  our  minds  with  everything  in  Afirica,  are  in- 
compatible with  the  idea  of  beauty.  Grand,  even  sublime, 
we  may  say  it  b ;  but  in  a  landscape  where  the  useful  herd, 
the  cultivated  field,  the  fi*uitful  garden,  the  home  where  hu- 
man happiness  and  love  may  dwell  are  wanting,  we  can 
scarcely  find  that  which  awakens  the  emotion  of  beauty. 

The  lands  on  which  the  colony  of  Maryland  is  located, 
were  purchased  from  the  Grebos  by  the  Maryland  Coloni- 
zation Society  (TJ.  S.),  in  1833 ;  to  which  another  tract  was 
added  in  1836.  Subsequent  purchases  have  greatly  enlarged 
the  territory,  so  that  at  the  time  of  its  annexation  to  the 
republic  of  Liberia  it  must  have  possessed  a  searcoast  of 
near  two  hundred  miles.  The  depth  of  this  tract,  interior- 
wise,  has  never  been  definitely  settled ;  but  may  be  consid- 
ered as  running  parallel  with  the  line  of  the  shore  at  a  dis- 
tance of  thirty  miles. 
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The  governors  of  ihe  colon7,  since  1887,  have  been  col(M*ed 
men ;  but,  tmtil  it  became  an  independent  state,  acting  un- 
der l^e  supervision  of  the  Society.  Daring  the  administra- 
tion of  Rnsswnrm,  six  neighboring  kings  voluntarily  ceded 
their  territory  to  the  jnrisdiction  of  the  colony.  The  popu- 
lation was  then  one  hundred ;  in  1857  it  was  near  twelve 
hundred.  The  government  of  the  state  has  been  prudently 
and  successfully  conducted ;  and  it  now  stands  an  honor  to 
the  Colonization  Sodety  of  Maryland,  and  a  praise  to  the 
noble  State  which,  by  annual  appropriations  of  money,  and 
reinforcements  of  emigrants,  has  increased  the  population 
and  established  them  in  comfortable  homes. 

The  agents  of  the  Society,  in  purchasing  tins  territory, 
readily  accepted  the  condition  that  the  natives  should  re- 
tam  their  villages  and  the  lands  then  under  cultivation. 
This  they  did,  supposing  that  the  natives  resident  in  the 
territory  would  assist  in  defending  the  colonists  against  the 
encroachments  of  other  tribes ;  and  that,  by  contact  with 
the  dvilized  blacks,  they  would  more  readily  submit  to 
drilization  and  Christianity.  For  a  time,  these  results 
seemed  to  be  working  out.  The  natives  assisted  in  building 
their  houses,  and  even  a  fort ;  aped  some  of  their  manners, 
and  attempted  to  learn  their  language.  The  colonists,  in 
turn,  shared  with  the  natives  their  tobacco— blessed  plant ! 
bedewed  with  the  fragrant  rum  of  New  England,  the  peace 
branch  of  modem  civilization  I — ^took  their  medicines  when 
sick,  the  best  proof  in  the  world  of  friendship ;  learned  to 
fish  and  hunt  in  the  Afirican  fashion ;  and,  for  aught  I  know 
to  the  contrary,  gathered  the  mysteries  of  detecting  witches 
and  catching  young  devils — arts  in  which  the  Qrebos  excel. 
The  natives  went  to  hear  the  missionaries  preach,  professed 
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to  embrace  Christianity,  because  they  thought  it  would 
please  the  white  men,  offered  their  idol  grisgris  at  the  low 
rate  of  a  plug  each,  or  a  cano^l  for  a  botde  of  ram. 
They  were  going  into  civilization  with  seven  league  strides 
— railroad  speed  was  nothing  compared  to  it — ^but  the  pro- 
gress was  suddenly  arrested.  ''  Money  makes  the  mare  go," 
but  in  this  case  the  oats  gave  out«  The  land  agents  paid 
up ;  the  missionaries  found  out,  on  closer  survey,  that  their 
newly-gathered  flocks  were  wolves  in  sheep's  clothing,  and 
arch  deceivers.  They  ceased  to  make  presents,  and  began 
on  more  common-sense  principles.  As  to  the  colon^ts, 
poor  fellows,  they  were  soon  past  the  giving  point,  and 
where  the  maxim,  "  it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  re- 
ceive," met  an  exception,  and  turned  back  inverted. 

The  chie&  now  began  to  see  the  effect  of  selling  their 
territory,  and  signing  the  treaty  agiunst  illegal  traffic,  in 
the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade,  whidi  followed  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  colony  and  the  missdon.  This  had  be^i 
the  source  of  their  revenue,  and  furnished  the  means  and 
incentives  to  war  and  plunder.  They  had  not  then,  as  many 
of  them  have  since,  seen  the  advantages  of  civilization,  and 
felt  the  power  of  that  Truth,  before  which  men  must  bow 
or  fidl.  They  saw,  in  riiort,  that  they  must  labor,  or  do 
without  the  rum  and  tobacco,  and  beads  and  gay  kerdneft, 
so  abundant  in  the  days  of  the  slave-trade.  Human  nature, 
Afiican  nature  in  particular,  hates  work;  and  with  the 
work,  those  natives  soon  learn  to  hate  those  who  brought 
the  necessity  for  it,  in  any  degree,  upon  them.  This  hatred 
was  deepened  by  the  discovery  that  between  theuiselvea 
and  the  colonists  there  was  fixed  an  impassable  gulf  of  caste. 
The  dislike  became  mutual.    The  colonists  /di^^pt  Mde 
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that  they  considered  the  natives  little  better  than  brutes, 
and  the  natives  despised  them  in  turn,  for  putting  on  the 
clothes  and  manners  of  white  men,  while  their  skins  were 
black. 

Then  commenced,  in  feeling,  a  war,  not  of  races,  but  of 
the  culoUes  and  the  sans  culottes  ;  savage  nature  and  civil* 
ized  taste.  The  superiority  of  the  colonists  over  the  natives 
in  arms,  ingenuity,  industry  and  comfort ;  their  increasing 
numbers  and  commerce,  and  the  respect  shown  them  by 
men-of-war  on  the  coast,  was  constantly  increasing  the  hatred 
of  the  former,  and  diowing  itself  in  frequent  personal  encoun- 
ters between  the  parties,  and  complaints  and  menaces, 
without  sufficient  cause,  on  the  part  of  the  natives.  For  the 
last  three  years  of  the  hardly  preserved  peace,  the  flags  of  the 
native  village  waved  in  terrorem  over  the  trembling  colonists, 
who  lived  in  constant  dread  of  an  outbreak.  To  be  prepared 
for  such  a  probability,  the  colonists  formed  themselves  into  a 
military  company  one  hundred  strong ;  but  their  equipment 
was  bad,  and  their  discipline  worse;  and,  worst  of  all,  the 
native  village  stood  between  the  towns  of  the  colonists,  and 
contained  five  hundred  wurriors,  thirsting  for  blood,  and 
aimed  to  the  teeth  with  knives,  spears  and  muskets. 

In  the  course  of  December  1856,Govemor  Dayton  received 
information  that  the  natives  were  secretly  preparing  for  a 
desc^oit  on  the  colonists,  and  that  the  time  was  set,  and  as- 
sistance cdled  in.  He  promptly  called  on  the  prince.  Yellow 
Will,  and  held  a  palaver  with  him  and  his  head  men,  in 
which  the  governor  was  given  to  understand  that  such  an 
attack  had  been  in  contemplation,  but  was  now  abandoned. 
In  the  early  part  of  January,  1857,  the  governor  thought  it 
advisable  to  call  another  pakLver.  but  Yellow  Tpill  refused 
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to  attend,  after  three  invitations  followed  by  threats.  The 
colonists  received  this  as  evidence  of  his  unfriendly  inten- 
tions, and  a  sufficient  cause  for  war.  They  arranged  a  plan 
of  attack,  and,  ere  the  natives  were  aware,  were  upon  them 
with  fire  and  sword.  Torches  were  thrown  lunong  the 
thickly  clustered  huts,  which  being  composed  of  bamboo 
and  pahn-leaf  thatch,  burnt  like  dry  stubble.  The  wiuriors 
fled  without  their  arms,  and  were  received  by  volleys  of 
musketry  from  men  in  ambush.  The  women  and  chil- 
dren were  suffered  to  e9cape  unmolested,  but  it  is  Bsad 
that  several  children  and  old  persons  perished  in  the 
flames. 

Not  satisfied  with  routing  the  natives  and  destroying 
their  village,  the  colonists,  flushed  with  victory,  proceeded, 
after  resting  a  few  days,  to  <»rry  the  war  into  Africa,  by 
attacking  the  natives  at  Half  Grehwey,  a  village  at  which 
they  had  encamped,  some  six  miles  from  Harper.  The  for- 
mer took  their  two  field-pieces,  and  divided  into  companies 
—one  of  twenty-five  men  in  a  large  canoe,  taking  one  of  the 
guns,  while  the  other,  of  seventy  men,  dragged  their  gun 
and  proceeded  along  the  beach  of  the  lagoon.  Before 
arriving  at  the  expected  scene  of  action,  they  were  sur- 
prised and  surrounded  by  an  ambushed  party  of  several 
hundred  natives.  The  men  from  the  boat  had,  I  suppose 
from  the  eflect,  fixed  their  gun  athwart  ships,  and,  forget- 
ting to  allow  for  the  recoil,  fired  it  off  in  that  situa- 
tion. The  narrow  boat  capsized,  of  course,  and  those 
who  were  not  drowned  were  shot  in  the  water  by  the 
natives. 

The  party  on  shore  was  in  great  disorder,  and  remember- 
ing the  adage  that  ^.        , 
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'*  He  who  fights  aad  runfl  away, 
Kay  Uto  to  fight  another  day,^ 

took  to  their  heels,  leaving  the  field-piece  to  the  ^lerny, 
and  went  into  town  at  the  rate  of  a  great  many  miles  per 
hour  I  Here  they  remained  in  a  state  of  defence,  until  the 
arrival  of  fiirther  aid.  Commodore  Crabbe  received  a 
request,  by  a  runner,  who  came  up  in  a  canoe,  while  at  Mon- 
rovia, to  send  a  vessel  for  the  protection  of  the  American 
missionaries  at  Cape  Palmas.  On  arriving  at  Porto  Praya, 
he  dispatched  the  U.  S.  sloop  St.  Louis  to  their  assistance. 
The  arrival  of  the  St.  Louis,  together  with  other  forces, 
so  awed  the  natives,  that  they  sent  in  to  sue  for  peace.  A 
palaver  was  held,  conducted  by  Commander  Livingston  and 
Ex-President  Roberts  on  the  part  of  the  colonists,  and  by 
Prince  Yellow  Will  and  his  chiefe  on  the  part  of  the  natives. 
A  treaty  was  concluded,  which,  like  most  treaties  in  such 
cases  made  and  provided,  required  the  natives  to  submit 
quietly  to  their  chastisement,  pledge  themselves  to  preserve 
peace  for  the  future,  and  to  pay  several  hundred  measures 
of  rioe  in  a  given  time  to  compensate  for  a  mission  church, 
and  other  American  premises,  which  they  destroyed  by  fire 
in  their  flight.  So  closed  a  fair  specimen  of  the  colonial 
wars  on  the  West  Coast. 

This  war  has  produced  two  good  results.  It  hastened  the 
annexation  of  Maryland  to  Liberia,  and  removed  the  native 
village  from  the  place  which  it  occupied  in  the  midst  of  the 
principal  town  of  the  State ;  but  its  moral  effects  on  the 
native  must  be  bad  indeed.  They  consider  the  destruction 
of  their  town  an  infiraction  of  the  treaty  between  them  and 
the  colonists ;  and  the  destruction  of  the  childreiL-and  infirm 
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persons  who  perished  in  the  flames  will  be  cherished  with 
feelings  of  resentment  for  many  generations.  The  chiefs 
claim  that  they  hold  Bishop  Payne  and  his  \^te  brethren  in 
great  respect^  and  that  the  burning  of  the  mission  premises 
was  done  without  authority  from  thenu 
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CAPE  PALMAS — CONTINUED. 

FaTorable  Impressions — A  Word  for  Monroyia-^General  Superiority  of 
the  Soathern  over  the  Northern  Black — The  Great  Obstacle  to  Im- 
proTement — Climatef  Soil,  Sugar-Cane,  Coffee — An  Openmg  for  Enter- 
prising Planters — Steam  Liners — ^Pahn  Oil,  etc. — ^P.  E.  Mission  Schools 
and  Ghnrches — Bishop  Pajne — A  Word  to  Episcopalians — Georgians 
at  Cape  Falmsfl— The  Grebos-— Miss  M.  E.  B.  Staunton,  M.  E.  Mis- 
sionary. 

On  entering  the  settlement  of  Cape  Pahuas,  we  were  Btmck 
vnth  the  number  and  the  cultivation  of  the  gardens,  the 
neat  and  deanly  aspect  of  the  houses,  and  the  comfortable 
appearance  of  the  people.  Eyidences  of  thrift  and  industry 
are  abundant;  and  though  there  are  here  no  large  priyate 
dwellings  to  compare  favorably,  in  point  of  taste  and  con- 
venience, with  a  few  of  the  better  class  in  Monrovia,  the 
houses  are  generally  more  comfortable ;  and,  what  is  still 
better,  the  town  is  entirely  free  from  beggars,  and  such 
whining  idlers  as  are  often  met  with  in  the  capital  of  Liberia. 
Justice  to  the  liberians  requires  us  to  say,  however,  that 
they  are  more  industrious  than  the  appearsmce  of  persons 
and  things  in  Monrovia  would  indicate. 

Most  of  the  industrious  and  enterprising  people  of  the 
republic  are  in  the  country  on  their  farms,  or  pursuing  some 
craft  in  the  villages  of  the  interior,  while  in  Monrovia  the 
poor  congregate,  or  rather  remain;  and  the  barbers  and 
fiddlers  and  banjo-players  of  northern  dties,  who  cannot 
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bring  their  delicate  fingers  to  handle  the  hoe  or  the  axe, 
loi^ter  about  the  streets  doing  ^'  chores ''  as  they  are  com- 
pelled by  hunger,  steal  fruit  from  the  gardens,  or  eompiose 
tales  of  woe  to  pour  into  the  ears  of  visitors  to  excite  small- 
change  sympathy. 

It  is  a  great  pity  that  such  cattle  should  be  sent  to  the 
colonies.  If  they  cannot  be  made  useful  at  home,  measures 
should  be  taken  for  their  extermination-— drowning  them  in 
pairs,  for  instance.  When  the  sable  Beau  Brmnmell  gets 
here,  he  finds  that,  like  Otbdlo,  "his  occupation's  gone," 
but,  unlike  OtheUo,  he  has  no  desire  to  learn  any  other.  He 
soon  becomes  more  ragged  than  any  of  Falstaff^  recruits 
ever  were,  and  finds  himself  perfecUf/  "^€e'*  to  choose 
between  work  and  starvation.  He  ^lits  the  difference^  and 
returning  to  original  principles^  bare  head,  bare  feet,  and 
fig-leaf  apron,  takes  a  few  lessons  from  his  friends,  the 
Bfionkeys,  and  seeks  his  daily  bread  among  the  palm  and 
cocoa-nut  trees  of  the  neighboring  woods. 

The  very  wortliy  author  of  "Africa  and  the  American 
Flag "  concluded  a  priorii  that  colored  persons  originally 
from  the  slave  States  are  not  so  industrious  as  persona  of  the 
same  color  who  have  always  been  free.  Our  observations 
in  Liberia  led  us  to  the  opposite  conclusion,  and  we  were 
confirmed  in  the  correctness  c^  that  opinion  by  our  observa- 
tions at  Cape  Palmas. 

The  commimities  of  the  repuUic  were  made  up  of  perscms 
frc»n  both  free  and  slave  States ;  this  colony  was  fi^rmed  by 
persons  of  the  slave  States  exclusively,  yet  I  doubt  if  there 
is  a  community  in  Liberia  of  the  size  and  means  of  the 
Maryland  colony  that  can  show  more  evidences  of  industry. 
I  am  aware  that  freed  slaves  are  not  very  induatriousj  as  a 
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da80 ;  and  I  am  aware  also  that,  as  a  dass,  the  free  colored 
persons  of  the  North  and  East  are  not  mdustrious.  Mr. 
Chambers,  of  Edinburgh,  in  his  notes  of  a  tour  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  says  of  them  that  they  are  the  most 
improvident,  indolent,  and  wretched  people  in  America. 
The  difference,  as  presented  in  the  colonies,  between  the 
fireed  dave  and  the  negro  who  has  grown  np  after  the  man- 
ner of  his  kind  in  ihe  free  States,  without  a  trade  or  habits 
of  labor,  is  this :  the  former  knows  how  to  toorh,  and  will 
stoop  to  it  rather  than  suffer,  and  that,  too,  without  con- 
sidering it  much  of  a  harddiip ;  the  latter  knows  but  little, 
generally  nothing,  about  sudi  labor  as  is  profitable  here,  and 
if  he  understood  the  modes,  such  has  been  the  character  of 
his  i^yaical  oduoati(»i,  that  he  but  sddom  has  the  strength 
to  endure  it.  Again :  Whatever  may  be  the  occasion  of  it, 
the  colored  man  of  the  South  has  in  him  a  degree  of  per- 
sonal pride  and  ambition,  such  as  the  cdiored  man  brou^t 
up  in  communities  where  he  is  told  that  he  is  free,  and  yet 
shut  out  from  respectable  society  and  in  every  respect  de- 
graded socially,  has  not.  In  obedience  to  the  promptiDgs 
of  these  principles,  the  former  may  work^  but  the  latter 
cannot  dig,  and  alas !  to  beg  he  is  not  ashamed. 

The  great  obstacle  to  improvement  among  all  the  trans- 
planted people  on  the  coast,  has  been  the  idea,  brought  with 
them  from  America,  that,  when  they  reached  Afiica,  they 
should  become  ladies  and  gentlemen,  doctors,  lawyers  and 
senators,  merchants,  and  so  on,  at  once ;  and,  oh  delectable 
vision !  all  without  work.  Experience,  that  successful  in- 
structress, has  tried  to  enlighten  them  on  this  subject,  and, 
by  hard  knocks^  has  succeeded  in  several  instances ;  but 
thare  are  some  hopeless  scholars  left  yet,  who,  intent  upon 
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Fealmng  their  dreams,  are  going  through  the  mcUon$;  and 
I  yerilj  believe  that,  often  against  the  testimony  of  Aeir 
stomachs  and  baoks,  many  have  almost  pereaaded  them- 
selves that  they  are  all  they  expected  to  be — ^rich,  grand, 
wise  and  great.  But  our  hope  is  in  die  next  generation; 
and  that  hope  is  not  without  scmie  rational  basis. 

The  climate  of  Cape  Palmas,  as  indicated  by  meteorolo- 
gical observations,  is  like  that  of  Monrovia,  but,  ihoi^ 
nearer  the  equator,  I  think  that  it  is  more  healthy  than 
Monrovia,  and  Hiat  the  mortality  among  missionaries  and 
emigrants  here  has  been  less  than  at  that  place.  The  soil  in 
this  vkdnity  is  on  the  elevations,  argillaceous,  tophaceous 
and  ferruginous ;  loamy  alluvium  on  the  bottoms ;  and  bear- 
ing everywhere,  except  on  the  steeper  ridges,  a  good  sur&ce 
of  v^etable  mold.  Sugar-cane,  the  a/rundo  saccharifera^ 
thrives  well  here,  as  it  does  in  most  places  on  the  West 
Coast.  It  is  generally  twelve  feet  in  length,  avera^g 
seven  or  eight  inches  in  the  joint,  and  two  inches  in  dia- 
meter. 

The  statement  will  seem  incredible  to  many  of  our 
Louifflana  planters,  but  we  make  it  on  the  authority  of  a 
most  respectable  white  missionary,  himself  once  a  West 
Lidia  planter  (Rev.  John  Seys),  that  on  the  average  land  of 
liberia  8,000  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  may  be  produced. 
The  cane  matures,  bearing  seed  tassel,  in  nine  months.  The 
same  variety  in  the  West  Indies  requires  twelve  months  fer 
full  maturity.  Coffee  is  here  fast  becoming  a  grand  staple 
in  agriculture  and  trade.  The  Rev,  Mr.  Scott  of  the  Epra- 
copal  Mission,  formerly  of  Virginia,  and  who  is  by  no 
means  a  visionary,  has  suggested  that  it  would  be  profitable 
to  American  planters  to  take  lease  on  lands/out  here  (white 
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men  caamotpurekase  real  estate  in  the  r^ublic),  plant  them 
in  coffee,  fiirni3h  agriotiltural  implements,  etc.,  employ  eolo- 
nists  and  natives  to  work,  and  visit  the  coast  aminally  to  sell 
the  <»rop.  The  quality  of  this  coffee  has  been  fully  tested, 
and  is  found  superior  to  any  produced  in  South  America.  I 
doubt  not  that  a  company  fcnned  for  the  above-named  pur- 
pose, or  for  the  production  of  sugar,  would  realize  hand- 
some returns  from  their  investments.  There  are  intelligent 
and  reliable  colored  men  leaving  the  States  every  year  fully 
competent  to  take  charge  of  such  plantations ;  and  besides, 
the  planting  and  crop-gathering  seasons  are  sufficiently 
healthy  to  allow  of  the  residence  of  white  superintendents 
without  serious  risk  of  life. 

The  day  is  not  distant  when  steam  ccmunimication  will  be 
established  between  the  United  States  and  Liberia,  and  her 
exhaustless  fields  be  brought  within  fourteen  days  of  our 
own  shores.  Already  the  interests  of  American  commerce 
demand  the  establishment  of  such  a  line,  and  the  general 
government  should  extend  its  aid  in  such  an  enterprise, 
before  England  and  France  take  the  field  from  us.  Already 
the  steam  liners  between  England  and  Fernando  Po  touch 
at  Monrovia,  and  it  is  said  that  arrangements  are  making 
with  the  company  to  have  them  stop  at  Gape  Palm»3  also. 
Of  the  125,000  gallons  of  palm  oil  annually  exported  from 
this  place,  American  purchasers  get  50,000  gallons.  The 
other  exports  are  pepper  and  camwood.  The  revenue  of 
Maryland,  the  year  previous  to  its  annexation  to  Liberia, 
was  about  $2,000,  dmved  from  a  light  duty  on  certain 
imports. 

The  dominant  religious  influence  here  is  Episcopalianism. 
Perhaps  among  the  colonists,  the  Methodists  ^tre  most 
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nnmerons,  bat  with  the  natives  the  Episcopalians  have  beai 
more  saccessfol.  They  have  redaced  the  prevailing  laa- 
goage,  Grebo,  to  writing,  and  have  translated  into  it  many 
excellent  works,  including  portions  of  the  Scriptures,  some 
hymns,  and  portions  of  the  liturgy.  We  give  below  a  speci- 
men of  this  6uph<mious  tongue^  Their  schools  are  numer- 
ous, and  are  conducted  on  principles  which  promise  peitna- 
nent  results  to  the  church  and  civilization  in  Africa.  Tbej 
have  nine  mUsion  schools^  and  as  many  churches,  within 
twenty-five  miles  of  Gape  Palmas.  Hiese,  with  three  or 
four  staticms  in  Liberia  proper,  make  up  the  African  diocese 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Ghurdi.  Bishop  J.  Payne,.D  J)^ 
formerly  of  Virginia,  is  the  most  popular  missionary  on  the 
coast,  and  justly  so.  The  many  years  of  self-sacrificing  de- 
votion whicdi  he  has  given  to  his  work  in  AMca,  his  accom- 
plishments, his  catholic  spirit,  his  zeal,  his  known  trust- 
worthiness, have  made  his  name  known  and  beloved,  even 
by  the  savage  hordes  who  reject  his  religion.  The  abscaice 
in  him  of  the  ridiculous  exclusiveness  and  arrogant  daims 
which  render  so  many  of  his  denomination  in  America  im- 
profitable  laborers  and  unlovable  brethren,  has  gained  for 
him  the  confidence  and  love  of  the  missionaries  of  other 
churches.  With  such  persons  as  Bishop  Payne,  Rev.  Mr. 
Hofiman  and  his  noble  lady,  the  missionary  martyr,f  wlio, 

*  Nenh  Dade  dada  Gjule,  a  po  na,  "  njene  ne  mia  njama  beh  moa 
Babo,  Blioraah,  Bobli,  Sible  ke  Babo  ah  orenb  nonh  we,  kba  gedie,  oh 
mu  nah  nyine  na  te.  Boh  po  na,  oh  ye  Da  na  te,  nenh  oh  mu  no  ma 
hwanh." 

Then  Dade  called  Gyule  and  said,  "  to-morrow  morning  go  to  B&oranh, 
Bnbli,  Sible,  and  all  the  Babo  towns,  and  hire  them  to  get  yoor  wife  for 
you.  If  she  is  not  obtained  we  will  make  war/* — CavaUa  Metunger^  W, 
Africa, 

t  The  Rev.  Geo.  CoBuninga,  D.D.,  has  riven  ng  air  IntereatiiMc  Uo- 
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though  dead,  jet  speaketh.  Rev.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott,  of 
Virginia,  our  beloved  friend,  Rey.  J.  Batnbo  and  his  acoom- 
pH^ed  wife,  and  Miss  Williford,  from  Sayannah,  the  Epis- 
copal Chnrch  of  America  may  consider  herself  well  and 
ably  represented  in  this  land  of  deep  shadows.  Besides 
these  white  persons,  there  are  six  colored  ministers,  three 
of  whom  are  natives,  and  oyer  twenty  assistants  and  teachers, 
half  of  whom  are  natives.  In  her  Hturgy  this  church  pos- 
sesses an  instrmnent  of  nsefolness  and  influence  over  the 
heathen  mind  such  as  no  other  American  church  possesses. 
We  speak  of  human  instrumentalities,  of  course. 

The  Orphan  Asylum,  to  which  reference  is  made  in  the 
last  ch^ter,  was  opened  in  1855  for  the  reception  of  or- 
phans sent  out  "from  the  States  as  colored  emigrants,  or 
those  which  should  become  such  after  their  arrival  here. 
They  are  boarded,  clothed  and  educated  at  the  expense  of 
the  church.  They  are  taught  with  reference  to  becoming 
teachers  in  Africa.  It  was  at  this  home  that  the  sainted 
Mrs.  Hoffman  '^fell  asleep;"  and  when  standing  in  the 
chamber  where  the  martyr  met  her  fiite,  we  felt  that  it  was 
a  place  honored  above  "  the  common  walks  of  virtuous  life, 
quite  on  the  verge  of  heaven." 

Let  us  say  to  our  Episcopalian  friends,  that  this  and  all 
the  other  institutions  of  their  African  Mission  are  worthy 
of  their  sympathies  and  charitable  assistance.  Nothing  that 
they  have  given  to  Africa  has  been  spent  in  vain ;  nothing 
that  they  may  give  shall  be  lost.  Every  missionary  sent, 
every  dollar  expended,  will  tell  on  the  future  of  Africa  for 
good.     Missionaries  may  fall,  and  means  seem  to  perish 

graphy  of  this  estimable  ladj.  We  commend  it  to  all  interested  in 
African  or  other  mi8fioii8.^^Lind8a7  &  Blackiston,  Fhiladelpbi^OQlc 
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with  tike  handling,  yet  good  results  will  follow.  The  death 
of  a  mismonary  in  Africa  is  known,  in  one  instance  at  least, 
to  have  heen  followed  by  the  conversion  of  scores  of  natives, 
who  pointed  to  that  event  as  the  cause  of  their  first  serious 
convictions. 

There  is  a  Methodist  high  school  at  Harper  which  pro- 
miseB  mnch  good ;  and  a  church  at  the  same  place  which 
has  many  members.  We  retain  a  very  grateful  recollection 
of  a  basket  of  fresh  beets,  cabbages  and  okra,  sent  off  to 
our  mess  as  a  present  from  the  principal  of  that  school. 
Rev.  Mr.  Paine. 

Among  the  residents  at  Harper,  I  found  several  persons 
from  Augusta  and  Bavanni^ ;  and  deeply,  as  a  Southern 
Methodist,  did  I  feel  the  reproof  contained  in  the  question, 
"  Why  don't  some  of  our  own  Georgia  preachers  come  out 
here  to  preach  to  us  and  help  us  ?'*  In  a  temporal  point  of 
view,  our  Georgians  are  doing  well.  They  arc  generally 
industrious  and  comfortable. 

Our  first  visit  to  Cape  Palmas  was  in  December,  1855. 
We  brought  with  us  from  Monrovia  three  passengers,  the 
Rev.  J.  Rambo,  of  the  Episcopal  mission,  and  the  Misses 
Staunton  and  Brown,  teachers  in  the  Methodist  mission. 
Our  kind  hearted  commodore  gave  up  his  cabin  to  the 
ladies,  and  I  resigped  my  state-room  to  the  gentleman. 
Miss  Staunton  was  in  the  last  stage  of  consumption ;  and 
Miss  Brown  was  suffering  from  effects  of  the  acclimating 
fever,  which  at  length  carried  her  to  the  grave.  Miss  S. 
had  been  tenderly  brought  up,  and  twelve  months  before 
left  a  comfortable  homo  for  a  mission  school  in  Africa. 

Never  can  I  forget  the  day  of  our  landing  at  the  Cape. 
Lieut.  Williams  and  myself  walked  with  the  ladies  from  the 
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landing  to  the  sdiool-hooae  where  they  were  to  reside,  a 
mile  distant.  As  we  stopped  to  rest  under  the  shade  of  a 
cocoanot-tree  in  the  Grebo  village,  and  the  disgusting 
natives,  men,  women  and  children,  in  a  state  of  almost 
entire  nudity,  gathered  around  us  to  gaze  at  the  white 
women,  one  of  the  ladies  exclaimed — ^^1  realize  for  the  first 
time  that  I  am  in  Africa.  Oh,  what  a  work  is  before  us  I'' 
The  Greboes  are  the  most  degraded  of  the  tribes  tiliat 
we  have  yet  seen.  They  live  in  low,  circular,  bamboo  huts, 
having  long  conical  roofs  of  palm  leaves  and  grass.  They 
are  superstitious,  treacherous  and  unintelligent.  Yet  among 
them  there  are  many  who  have  been  won  by  the  attractions 
of  the  Cross  to  the  &ith  and  hopes  of  a  better  life.  Miss 
Staunton  died  on  the  17th  of  April,  1856,  at  the  setting  of 
the  sun.  She  was  one  of  the  purest,  noblest  women  that  I 
have  ever  met.  Young,  cheerful,  child-like,  i^eotionate, 
yet  devoted  soul  and  body  to  her  Master's  work.  She 
sleeps  among  rustling  palms,  in  the  blessed  hope  c^  a  glori- 
ous resurrection,  and  thither  she  went,  cheered  by  the  con- 
scious assurance  that  they  who  sleep  in  Jesus  ''  shall  awake 
in  his  likeness," 
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GOLD     COAST  —  ELMII^A. 

Elminft  from  the  Anchorage— NatiTe  Borf-boat — A,  Yi^toi^— Landing— 
Historj  of  Klminar— Settled  by  the  Portagaese — ^Dutch  Poiseaekm — 
Token  by  the  English — Sold  to  the  Dutch — Opinion  of  OoTcrnor  Derx 
— Climate — ^Dutch  Officers — ^Mortality — ^A  Dutch  Philosopher — ^Natire 
Inhabitants— Effects  of  the  Dissolute  Practices  of  White  Besldenks — 
Dress — ^Ideas  of  a  Future  State. 

OuB  first  visit  to  Elmina  was  made  in  December,  1855.  We 
came  to  anchor  in  the  open  roadstead,  a  mile  from  the  shore, 
late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  11th.  The  sea  was  rough,  as  it 
generally  is  on  this  part  of  the  coast,  but  the  evening  was 
calm  and  pleasant,  and  the  sun  went  down  in  a  clear  sky. 
The  forts  of  St.  George  and  St.  Jago,  the  houses  of  the 
traders,  and  the  compactly  built  native  town  which  sur- 
rounds them,  were  fully  in  view.  I  climbed  into  the  mizzen 
top  to  take  an  outline  sketch  of  them,  and  succeeded,  after 
a  sort,  notwithstanding  the  rolling  of  the  ship.  Our  decks 
were  scarcely  cleared  when  the  quarter-master  reported  "  a 
large  boat  coming  off  bearing  Dutch  colors."  Said  boat, 
which  was  a  huge  dug-out  canoe,  was  soon  alongside,  and 
being  the  first  of  the  Gold  Coast  boats  that  we  had  seen, 
attracted  no  little  attention.  She  was  twenty-five  or  thirty 
feet  in  length,  four  in  width,  and  two  and  a  half  in  depth. 
A  space  in  her  bows,  eight  feet  long,  was  surrounded  by  a 
plank  rail  two  feet  above  the  gunwale,  inside  of  which  sat  a 
white  officer  in  uniform  and  feathers.    She  was  propelled  by 
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twelve  naked  paddlers,  who  kept  up  a  full  voiced  jabber,  and 
as  they  neared  the  ship  commenced  bowing  and  gesticulat- 
ing to  the  men  in  the  ports  as  if  they  were  recognizing 
old  acquaintances.  The  officer  came  on  board  and  presented 
to  the  commodore  the  compliments  of  his  excellency  Gover- 
nor Derx,  of  Elmina  Castle.  He  was  quite  an  intelligent 
young  gentleman ;  spoke  French  and  broken  English  quite 
fluently,  and  in  the  course^of  an  hour's  chat  in  the  ward- 
room, gave  us  a  great  deal  of  information  respecting  the 
station  and  the  latest  news  from  Europe.  It  was  quite  dark 
when  he  left  the  ship,  but  his  lusty  crew,  keeping  time  to 
their  paddles  with  ^  song,  the  chorus  of  which  was  a  simul- 
taneous grunt,  dashed  the  canoe  over  the  heavy  sea  as  fear- 
lessly as  if  it  had  been  high  noon. 

At  eight  o'clock  the  following  morning  we  fired  a  salute 
of  twenty-one  guns  with  the  Dutch  ensign  at  the  fore ;  and 
soon  after  a  goodly  company  of  us  took  boat  for  the  shore. 
When  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  beach  we  were 
met  by  a  number  of  native  surf-boats,  such  as  the  one  already 
described,  one  of  which  we  employed  to  take  us  ashore. 
We  felt  some  hesitancy  in  committing  ourselves  to  the 
savage  navigation  of  these  unshirted  gentlemen,  but,  believ- 
ing the  nonsense  that  it  is  always  dangerous  to  attempt  a 
landing  in  ship-boats,  we  trusted;  and  very  cleverly  did 
they  carry  us  through  the  heavy  rollers  to  the  mouth  of  a 
little  river  which  empties  near  the  larger  fort. 

Such  boats  as  men-of-war  carry  are  certainly  safer  when 
skillfully  managed  than  these  shapeless  hulks.  True,  acci- 
dents have  happened  in  ship-boats,  but  accidents  have  hap- 
pened in  native  canoes  also.  In  all  our  subsequent  landings 
we  staid  in  our  own  boat,  and  went  through  the  smrf  com- 
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fortably.  Skill  and  judgment,  however,  are  quite  necessary 
in  such  waters.  Sharks  are  as  numerous  here  as  minnows 
in  Flint  River,  and  a  capsize  would  bo  £ital  to  all  hands. 

After  calling  on  the  governor  we  spent  the  forenoon  in 
strolling  through  the  native  town,  and  at  two  o'clock  re- 
paired by  invitation  to  the  castle  to  dine  with  his  excellency 
and  suit€,  Elmina,  formerly  written  El  Mina,  derives  its 
name  from  a  mine  in  this  vicinity,  which  tradition  says  was 
once  fruitful  in  gold.  It  is  the  principal  Dutch  station  on 
the  coast,  and  soon  will  be  the  only  one ;  for  these  stations, 
though  profitable  to  Dutch  merchants,  have  long  since 
ceased  to  yield  any  direct  revenue  to  the  government,  and 
are  kept  up  by  heavy  expenditures  and  great  sacrifice  of 
life.  The  larger  and  more  noticeable  of  the  two  forts  here 
located,  originally  called  St.  Jago,  now  Koenzandsburg,  was 
commenced  by  the  Portuguese  in  1481,  under  the  patron- 
age of  King  John  11.  The  object  of  this  establishment  and 
similar  ones  on  the  AMcan  shore,  was  to  afford  protection 
to  the  vessels  and  persons  of  traders  who  visited  the  coast 
for  the  purpose  of  trafficking  with  the  natives.  Early  in 
the  year  referred  to,  Don  Diego  d'Azambuja  arrived  on 
the  coast  at  the  head  of  500  soldiers,  200  laborers,  a  priest 
or  two,  and  several  artisans.  They  landed  with  pomp  and 
ceremony,  marched  to  the  native  village  which  stood  on  the 
banks  of  the  river,  there  hoisted  the  royal  standard  of  Por- 
tugal on  a  high  tree,  built  an  altar  under  it  at  which  they 
celebrated  high  mass  in  gratitude  for  their  safe  voyage,  and 
offered  prayers  for  the  success  of  the  settlement  about  to  be 
established,  and  the  speedy  conversion  of  the  heathen. 

The  native  king,  Camainca,  was  not  pleased  with  the  pro- 
posal to  establish  a  permanent  settlement  in  his  territory, 
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bat  seeing  that  it  was  about  to  be  done,  with  or  without 
his  consent,  he  accepted  the  offered  presents,  and  ceded  the 
tract  of  land  on  which  the  town  and  its  suburbs  now  stand. 
A  few  days  after  he  had  signed  the  deed  of  sale  (?)  and 
while  he  was  still  in  the  deep  blues  of  penitence  for  the  fool's 
bargain  which  he  had  made,  the  workmen  commenced  quar- 
rying stone  for  their  buildings,  and  attacked  a  large  rock 
which  the  natives  regarded  as  a  fetish ;  that  is,  something 
sacred.  This  wm  too  much  for  the  good  king,  and  ho 
flowed  his  zeal  for  the  idols  of  his  fethers  by  attacking  in 
person  and  severely  wounding  the  profene  pick-axe  man. 
The  cry  of  war  was  immediately  raised ;  both  invaders  and 
natives  flew  to  arms ;  but  the  prudent  Azambuja  called  for 
a  council  with  the  king,  and  by  presents,  threats,  and  aguar- 
dknte^  so  soothed  the  ruffled  feelings  of  his  mud^bedaubed, 
war-painted  highness,  that  he  promised  to  keep  peace  for 
the  future,  and  to  forgive  tire  sins  of  the  pick-axe,  on  con- 
dition that  said  fetish  rock  should  be  exempt  from  attacks 
of  profene  pick-axes  forever.  The  stone  was  pointed  out  to 
me  on  the  bank  of  the  river ;  and  an  intelligent  native  who 
accompanied  one  of  the  Dutch  officers  and  myself  in  a  tour 
of  ob8€rvati<Hi,  assured  us  that  it  still  bore  its  sacred  chir- 
aeter,  as  it  had  done  since  its  creation,  and  would,  until  the 
end  of  the  world,  unless — and  he  scratched  his  head  as 
he  put  in  the  proviso — "the  white  man  put  powder  to 
it." 

How  long  the  Portuguese  were  in  building  this  immense 
pile  of  stone  and  mortar,  the  castle,  I  could  not  learn ;  but 
it  was  certainly  completed  before  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth 
century.  It  is  surrounded  by  a  high  waU,  pierced  by  musket 
poi1»,  and  to  native  warriors  is  impregnable.  A  deep  trench 
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clivides  it  from  the  native  town^  aad  it  can  be  entered  on 
that  side  only  by  a  drawbridge. 

We  have  already  referred  to  the  commencement  of  the 
trade  of  the  Dutch  on  the  coast.  Paying  but  little  respect 
to  the  grant  of  the  pope,  which  secured  to  Portugal,  for  h^ 
enterprise  in  discovery,  tibe  whole  of  the  Western  Coast, 
they  established  themselves  wherever  they  thought  a  pro- 
fitable trade  could  be  driven ;  and  in  the  early  part  of  the 
seventeenth  century  drove  the  Portuguese  from  all  their 
establishments  on  the  Qold  Coast.  They  attacked  Elmina 
Castle  in  the  year  1637.  It  fell  into  tiieir  hands  after  a  brief 
siege ;  and  with  it  fdl  the  last  vestige  of  Portuguese  power 
oathe  golden  sands. 

Not  many  years  after,  the  English  took  posseaaion  of  Elmi- 
na ;  but  finding  it  a  profitless  establishment,  sold  it  back  to  the 
Dutch.  The  expense  in  maintaining  the  force  at  present  ap- 
propriated to  this  settlement  is  $40,000  annually.  The  receipts 
derived  from  a  tax  levied  on  certain  importations  and  expor- 
tations  by  Dutch  traders,  are  $20,000.  In  1855,  Governor 
Derx  was  consulted  by  his  government  on  the  propriety  of 
levying  a  tax  on  the  natives,  and  other  residents  in  the  ter- 
ritory of  Elmina,  sufficient  to  meet  the  remaining  $20,000 
necessary  to  support  the  forts.  He  was  of  the  opinion  that 
such  a  demand  might  be  met ;  but,  in  case  of  a  fidlore,  he 
thought  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  sell  or  abandon  the 
statioii.  He  thought  the  natives  were  so  awake  to  their 
own  interest  in  carrying  on  peaceable  trade  with  foreigners, 
that  an  establishment  of  this  sort  was  no  longer  nec^sary ; 
and  that  the  occasional  visit  of  a  vessel  of  war  would  be 
quite  sufficient  to  keep  alive  a  proper  respect  for  the  treaties 
of  trade  and  peace  already  established.    Elmina  was  the 
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first  settlement  of  white  men  on  the  Gbld  Coast.  Don  Diego 
d'Azambnja  was  the  first  governor. 

It  is  remarkable  that  African  fever  seldom  makes  its  ap- 
pearance on  this  part  of  the  coast,  but  at  certain  seasons  of 
the  year  a  form  of  dysentery  prevails,  which  is  as  fittal  to 
the  white  man  as  the  fever.  Oar  second  visit  to  Elmina 
was  in  December,  1856,  and  of  the  ten  white  officers  whom 
we  met  at  the  dinner-table  in  1855,  seven  had  fiJleu  victims 
to  this  disease. 

The  pay  of  Dutch  officers  on  this  station  is  very  small, 
that  of  the  governor  being  but  $2,000 ;  but  when  they  have 
served  twelve  years  here,  they  are  privileged  to  retire  for 
life  on  a  pension  equal  to  two-thirds  of  the  fiill  pay.  It  is 
estimated  that  about  one  in  fifteen  of  those  who  come  here 
fives  to  retom.  Bat  hope  springs  eternal  in  the  hnman 
breast.  Those  that  we  met  in  1855,  notwithstanding  the 
fearfal  odds  agamst  them,  were  sanguine  of  liviDg  through 
their  exile.  Every  man  had  his  argument :  one  rested  his 
hopes  on  his  youth ;  another  on  the  great  strength  of  his 
constitution ;  another  on  his  temperance ;  another  on  the 
longevity  of  his  progenitors,  and  so  on ;  but  alas !  how 
sadly  were  these  hopes  disappointed ;  and  that,  too,  when, 
with  many,  the  trying  ordeal  was  almost  past.  Our  hospi- 
table and  worthy  fi-iend.  Governor  Dene,  after  thirteen 
years'  absence  from  his  family  and  his  country,  died  on  the 
homeward  passage.  The  schoolmaster  of  the  Castle,  who 
was  employed  in  driving  about  fifty  young  Afiicans  into 
the  mysteries  of  Low  Dutch  and  civilization,  by  means  of  a 
few  spelUng-books  and  a  great  many  bamboo  switches, 
spoke  and  acted  very  sensibly  on  this  subject.  In  famish- 
ing me  the  figures  on  the  mortality  of  the  fort  given  above, 
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I  coBgratulated  him  on  having  lived  so  long,  and  expressed 
the  hope  that  he  might  again  see  his  fiither  land.  He  re- 
plied— ^he  was  a  licentiate  in  the  Lutheran  ministry,  and  a 
dedded  Calvinist : 

"Vore  dat,  moine  fren,  I  shall  dye  ven  moine  dime 
komsh." 

"  Then,"  said  I,  "  allow  me  to  hope  that  yonr  *  dime » will 
be  a  long  time  in  coming." 

"Ash  vore  dat,  moine  fren,"  said  he,  "dish  dime  be 
vixed ;  he  ash  no  kan  kome  more  qnvicker  an »» 

Here  his  English  gave  out,  and  he  condnded  the  sen- 
tence— ^no  doubt  very  philosophically,  for  I  never  saw  a 
Dutchman,  high  or  low,  that  wasn't  a  philosopher  of  some 
sort — ^in  the  coffee-mill  accents  of  his  mother  tongue. 
"Dish  dime  ish  vixed;"  and  so  he  goes  on  drinking  bis 
sour  wine,  as  a  substitute  for  lager-bier,  smoking  his  meer- 
schaum, eating  sauer-kraut,  when  he  can  get  it,  reading 
prayers  on  Sundays,  and  taking  things  easy  generally.  He 
was  alive  when  we  last  heard  from  there,  and  no  doubt  will 
be  ten  years  hence. 

Elmina  contains  10,000  inhabitants,  mostly  members  of 
the  Fantee  tribe.  Thdr  houses  are  larger  than  those  of  the 
tribes  hitherto  described,  and  are  generally  built  of  mud, 
thatched  with  long  grass,  and  contain  from  two  to  six 
rooms.  Several  of  them  are  built  of  stone,  are  two  stories 
high,  and  contain,  in  some  instances,  many  good  articles  of 
European  furniture.  They  are  all  badly  ventilated,  how- 
ever, and  owing  to  the  feet  that  the  chimney  is  generally 
but  a  hole  in  the  roof,  are  black  and  dirty.  Surely  the  style 
and  frimiture  of  these  houses  indicate  progress  in  the  peo» 
pie,  but  not  a  moral  progress.  ,,.,.,  ,,GoogIe 
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The  oonotibiiiage,  and  other  vices  mdnlged  in  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  white  residents  here,  who,  away  from  home 
and  the  restraints  of  public  opinion,  are  realizing  the  truth 
of  Virgil's  line,  FacUua  dece^isus  avernij  has  had  a  sad 
effect  in  counteracting  the  missionary  labor  bestowed  on 
the  natives.  Yet,  the  English  Methodist  M^ion  established 
on  the  Gold  Coast,  is  not  without  frni\g  even  in  this  ante- 
chamber of  hell.  The  natives  wear  more  domes  than  some 
others.  The  men  generally  wear  shirts,  and  sometimes  a 
long  scar^  in  the  shape  of  ten  or  fifteen  yards  of  calico, 
thrown  over  the  shoulder  and  wound  several  times  around 
the  waist  and  hips.  Here  we  saw  the  original  of  that  once 
popular  article  of  civilized  woman's  dress,  the  hustle,  Tho 
native  ladie^  wear  a  petticoat  extending  from  the  waist  to 
the  knees,  and  under  this,  on  the  small  of  the  back,  a  camel- 
like bump  or  bustle.  (The  surgeon  of  the  fort  assured  mo 
that  it  was  not  a  natural  protuberance  1)  This  is  made  to 
answer  a  useful  purpose — as  a  saddle  for  the  younger 
children.  The  style  of  female  head-dress  is  remarkable. 
The  hair,  which,  though  kinky,  is  quite  long,  is  well  greased 
with  pomatimi  or  tallow,  and  gathered  on  the  head  in  the 
shape,  and  generally  in  the  dimensions,  of  a  sugar-loaf;  and 
this  is  often  bespangled  with  ornaments  of  gold,  in  the 
making  of  which  the  natives  are  quite  expert.  Beads  on 
the  neck,  and  bracelets  on  the  wrists,  are  indispensable 
articles  of  full  dress.  In  our  walk  through  town,  we  entered 
a  house  in  which  there  was  a  corpse,  a  wife  of  the  tenant. 
The  chief  mourners,  who  were  slaves,  were  painted  all  over 
in  white  mud,  literally  whitewashed,  and  the  remaining 
wives  of  the  landlord  were  seated  on  the  dirt  floor  of  the 
room  entertaining  the  company.    Near  the  deceased,  and 
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on  the  mat  on  wliich  she  lay,  was  a  plate  of  boiled  rice  and 
fowl,  and  a  bottle  containing  a  little  ram.  These,  they  said, 
afforded  her  nourishment  on  her  journey,  and  were  very 
acceptable.  Two  old  hags  sat  at  the  feet  of  the  corpse, 
beating  time  on  pieces  of  iron  hoop,  and  to  this  music  two 
women  were  dancing  in  a  space  near  the  bed.  The  scene 
reminded  me  of  an  Irish  wake  that  I  attended  many  years 
ago,  near  Wexford,  Ireland :  all  hands,  in  both  instances, 
were  making  a  jolly  time  of  it,  and  were  more  or  less  drunk. 

"  Why,"  I  asked,  through  the  interpreter,  **  do  you  dance 
and  laugh  on  such  an  occasion  ?" 

They  replied,  "  Because  she  is  gone  to  a  better  place.** 

I  felt  very  much  like  acquiescing  in  the  conclusion,  for  a 
worse  place  than  Elmina  I  c£m  hardly  imagine.  But  how 
strongly,  deeply  fixed  in  human  nature,  thought  I,  is  the 
conviction  of  another  state  of  existence.  There  are  but 
few  tribes,  if  any,  in  Africa,  and  none  out  of  it,  more  de- 
based and  ignorant  than  this  people,  yet  here,  though 
vaguely,  and  without  shadow  of  reason,  is  held  and  che- 
rished one  of  the  foundation  truths  of  all  religion. 

The  governor's  secretary  estimated  the  value  of  the  im- 
portations at  twenty  millions  sterling,  and  the  exports  at 
twenty-five  millions.  Sixty  per  cent,  of  the  exports  are 
gold  dust ;  of  ivory,  twenty ;  pjJm  oil,  etc.,  twenty.  On  an 
average,  fifty  American  vessels  visit  Elmina  annually, 
gathering  palm  oil,  ivory,  and  hides ;  and  the  trade  with 
America  is  steadily  increasing. 
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CHAPTER  XVm. 

CAPE    COAST. 

CStpe  Coast  Castle — ^The  Memorable  Bead— Dinner  at  the  insriott-hoim 
— Rev.  Daniel  West — British  Conference^ Visit  to  the  School — Effects 
of  such  Visits — Uer.  Thomas  B.  Freeman — ^Population  of  Cape  Coast 
TowAi— Fantees — ^Fantee  Language— Ashantee  and  Ashanteea — ^Houses 
and  Huts — Christians  and  Heathens — Good  Evening. 

Caps  Coast  Castle,  eight  miles  from  Elmina,  is  widely 
known  as  the  headquarters  of  the  English  establishments  on 
the  Oold  Coast.  Here  reside  the  governor  and  other  offi- 
cers who  compose  the  council,  or  government,  and  a  large 
military  force  for  the  protection  of  British  subjects  and 
trade.  It  is  also  the  centre  of  the  missionary  operations  in 
Upper  Guinea.  The  name  Cape  Coast  was  long  used  to 
denote  the  large  "  castle,'*  or  fort,  which  stands  on  this 
cape ;  but  for  many  years  it  has  been  applied  to  a  small 
territory,  extending  a  few  miles  coastwise  and  inward,  over 
which  the  English  claim  and  exercise  control.  The  Castle, 
which  was  built  by  the  Portuguese,  and  taken  by  the 
Dutch,  in  the  seventeenth  century,  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  British  in  1666,  in  whose  possession  it  is  likely  to  re- 
main while  the  kingdom  of  England  endures.  It  will  one 
day  be  the  headquarters  of  the  British  possession  in  Africa; 
and  that  possession  is  destined  to  embrace  the  whole  of  the 
Gold  Coast  country,  with  its  hundred  tribes.  The  fort — 
conmionly  called  "The  Castle" — ^which  stands  on  the  solid 
rock,  is  an  immense  and  well-fortified  building  of  stone, 
0*  ^ 
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forming  two  sides  of  a  square,  defended  toward  the  sea  hj 
a  high  wall,  which,  connecting  the  outer  ends  of  the  build- 
ing, forms  within  a  large  right-angled  triangular  court.  In 
this  court  repose,  in  their  last  sle^,  the  remains  of  several 
distinguished  personages,  once  connected  with  the  castle, 
among  whom  is  Mrs.  Maclean,  that  gifted  daughter  of 
song,  who  will  live  forever  in  the  poetry  of  the  nine- 
teenth century,  as  "  L.  E.  L."  More  of  these  living  dead 
hereafter. 

We  vLedted  Cape  Coast  Castle  in  December,  1856,  and 
spent  a  few  days  there  very  pleasantly.  The  English  offi- 
cers of  the  Castle  are  always  glad  of  a  vi»t  from  civil- 
ized men ;  and,  if  we  aUow  them  to  speak  for  themselves, 
which  they  do  in  act  and  word,  ^Mrom  Americans  in 
particular."  Navy  officers  are  always  glad  of  a  run  on 
shore ;  and  to  the  African  cruiser,  the  sight  of  white 
&ces,  and  the  accents  of  his  own  tongue,  are  always  re- 
freshing. Such  visits  are  profitable  in  giving  influence  to 
our  flag  abroad,  and  in  ^rthering  the  objects  of  cruising. 
After  paying  our  respects  to  his  excellency,  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Connor,  a  most  agreeable  and  worthy  gentle- 
man, we  visited  the  officers  of  the  garrison;  chatted  of 
the  wars  which  accompanied  the  establishment  of  civiliza- 
tion here,  the  distingnidiod  dead,  and  above  all,  the  tragic 
end  of  Mrs.  Madean. 

In  the  afternoon,  Dr.  C,  Captain  S.,  and  myself  dined 
by  invitation  at  the  mission-house,  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Free- 
man, the  African  missionary,  whose  praise  is  in  all  the 
churches.  There  we  met  Rev.  William  West,  who,  with 
his  T^ife,  was  on  his  way  to  a  mission  station  fbrtber  south ; 
and  the  distinguished,  but  now  lamented,  Daniel  West,  of 
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the  British  Wedeyan  church,  who,  as  commissioner  from 
the  English  Conference,  was  on  a  tour  of  inspection  among 
the  Afric£ui  mission  stations.  We  sat  down  that  day  to  a 
taMe  such  as  seldom  greets  the  eye  of  the  African  mis- 
sionary, spread  in  honor  of  the  meeting  of  representatives 
of  English  and  American  Methodism  on  the  shores  of  Af- 
rica. Potted  mutton  from  Wales,  beef  from  England,  ale 
from  Scotland,  olaret  from  France,  sweetmeats  from  the 
West  Indies,  pastry  made  from  American  flour  (and,  by 
the  way,  flour  of  the  southern  States  brings,  in  tropical  coun- 
tries, two  dollars  a  barrel  more  than  any  other,  for  the  rea- 
son that  it  keeps  better),  vegetables  from  Mr.  Freeman's 
model  fimn  near  the  cape,  and  last,  though  not  least,  wine 
&aai  Madeira. 

Ah,  that  was  a  delightful  dinner ! — and  he  that  hath  no 
stomach  for  a  good  dinner  is  flt  for  treason,  stratagems,  etc. 
— ^and  with  it  we  had  the  feast  of  reason  and  the  flow  of 
soul  I  Can  we  ever  forget  the  three  hours  spent  in  the 
society  of  that  great  man,  that  catholic-spirited,  devoted, 
humble  Christian,  Daniel  West  ?  Never !  Never  1  May 
the  God  of  truth  and  Methodism  raise  up  to  English  Wes- 
ieyanism,  hundreds  like  unto  this  prophet  to  fill  his  place ! 
After  he  had  accomplished  the  objects  of  his  commission^  sis 
only  a  wise,  influential,  and  £dthfnl  man  could  have  accom- 
plished them,  he  closed  his  labors  and  his  life  on  the  passage 
to  England,  and  while  off  the  mouth  of  the  Gambia — a  mar- 
tyr to  his  seal  and  love  for  Methodism  in  AMca.  The  Bri- 
tish Conference  mourned  for  him  as  for  a  £ither  in  Israel ; 
and  nearer  and  dearer  ones  still  weep  the  absence  of  one 
who  sball  never  return  to  the  home  which  he  loved ;  but  in 
Africa,  the  death  of  sudi  marlgrrs  is  the  life  of  the  Church. 
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In  the  evening,  we  visited  the  school  on  the  mianon  jN'e- 
mises,  at  which  over  a  hundred  scholars,  of  both  sexes,  and 
all  ages  between  three  years  and  twenty,  receive  instmo- 
tion  in  English,  and  also  in  Fantee,  the  native  tongue. 
After  spending  half  an  hour  in  conversing  with  the  teachers 
and  scholars,  and  making  them  a  brief  address,  which  was 
interpreted  by  a  native  preacher,  for  the  benefit  of  some  na- 
tive visitors  and  scholars  who  did  not  understand  English, 
we  were  treated  to  some  excellent  music.  The  children, 
accompanied  by  a  seraphina,  which  was  played  skillfally  by 
a  native  teacher,  sang  the  hymn  beginning — 

'*  Jesus,  thy  blood  and  righteousness.'* 

What  a  scene  was  that  to  be  witnessed  on  the  dark  shores 
of  the  Gnlf  of  Guinea.  Oh,  how  sweetly  they  sang!  and 
with  what  spirit  did  they  empha^ze  tlie  verse, 

**  Lord,  I  beliere  were  fiinners  more 
Than  sands  upon  the  ocean^s  shore, 
Thou  hast /or  all  a  ransom  paH 
For  all  a  full  atonement  made^ 

What  Christian,  not  daily  &miliar  with  snch  exhibitioBfl, 
could  have  witnessed  the  joy  beaming  from  many  of  those 
upturned  feces,  and  heard  the  saving  truths  of  our  holy  reli- 
gion tmderstandingly  and  so  sweetly  uttered  by  those  child- 
ren of  savage  tribes,  without  grateful  emotions?  Tears 
glistened  upon  the  white  feces  there  that  day,  and  the  lan- 
guage of  one  heart,  at  least,  was — ^^  Blessed  Lord,  mine 
eyes  have  seen  thy  salvation  even  in  Africa  1" 

It  was  our  intention  to  visit  some  of  the  other  schools  of 
this  denomination  in  the  town,  but  when  w^reached  the 
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BQmmit  of  a  hill  near  the  mission-hotise,  we  saw  the  smiset 
signal  flying  from  our  fore.  The  eflfect  of  such  visits  upon 
candid  minds  may  be  seen  in  the  following  speech  of  our 
worthy  iScUdado  captain,  delivered  at  the  mass-table  a  few 
days  after.  I  hope  that  that  benevolent  gentleman  will 
pardon  me  for  telling  this  femiliarly-expressed  '^tale  out 
of  school/'  but  truth  demands  it.  "I  tell  you  what  it  is, 
gentlemen;  I  have  often  questioned  the  usefulness  and 
the  good  sense  of  missions  in  Africa;  but  when  I  heard 
them  little  Gumea  niggers,  at  Cape  Coast,  singing  those 
old  Methodist  hymns,  thi^  I  used  to  hear  on  Long  Island 
when  I  was  a  boy — ^and  that  wasn't  yesterday — ^I  thought, 
by  ganny,  'Well,  the  Christian  religion  is  bound  to  go 
over  the  whole  earth !'  Chaplain,  I  give  in !  I  apologize. 
By  ganny,  there's  no  use  talking  I" 

I  was  a  little  disap|>ointed  in  the  Rev.  Thomas  B.  Free- 
man, superintendent  of  the  Wesleyan  Mission  in  Guinea. 
He  has  been  long  and  favorably  known  to  Methodists,  in 
both  England  and  America,  as  a  missionary  pioneer  in  Af- 
rica, and  as  the  author  of  many  able  papers,  and  model 
reports  on  the  missionary  work.  I  expected,  therefore,  to 
find  him  bald,  or  at  least  grey-headed,  a  white  man,  and  all 
the  whiter  for  his  long  African  bleaching;  but,  behold! 
when  I  saw  him,  in  prcprid  persondj  he  was  neither  bald, 
grey,  nor  white !  He  has  a  well-proportioned,  well-deve- 
loped, elastic  physique — ^may  be  about  forty-five  years  of 
age ;  his  hair,  which  is  not  hair,  but — ^well,  never  mind 
what  it  is — ^was  quite  dark ;  and  as  to  color,  he  is — well, 
never  mind  that,  either — ^but  he  is  not  white,  nor  yet  is  he 
black  I  We  have  often  admired  and  praised  his  industry 
and  his  genius.    England  and  America  have  long  ago  voted 
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him  a  clever  man,  in  both  senses  of  that  word ;  and  after  a 
few  dajs*  intimate  acquaintance  with  him,  and  inspection  of 
his  work,  we  are  glad  to  be  able  to  add  that  he  deserves 
cUl  the  prsdse  that  he  has  received^  May  he  be  long  spured 
to  the  diurch  in  Africa ! 

The  population  of  Cape  Town  is  between  six  and  e^ht 
thousand  natives;  resident  traders,  officers,  and  noission- 
aries,  all  English,  about  fifty.  In  the  colony  or  district  €)t 
Csipe  Ooast,  and  now  subjects  of  the  British  crown,  th^e 
are  £unilies  of  many  tribes;  Goramcndahs,  Winnebahs, 
Ashantees,  and  others ;  but  a  large  majority  of  the  peopk 
here  and  about  Elmina  are  Fantees.  They  have,  in  a  great 
meajiure,  neglected  the  peculiar  costumes  of  their  tribes, 
but  a  few  here  dress  (?)  like  the  Elmina  people,  who  retaiii 
largely  their  distinguishing  customs.  Time  was,  and  that 
within  the  period  of  authentic  African  history,  wh^i  the 
Fantees  were  the  most  powerful  tribe  cm  the  Gold  Coast; 
but  after  repeated  and  bloody  wars,  in  the  course  of  the 
seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries,  they  were  conquered 
by  the  A^hanteeSy  and  lost  their  nati(»^  existence.  The 
Fantee  language  is,  however,  the  language  of  the  GoUi 
Coast;  for  although  each  tribe  has  its  own  dialect,  or 
patoiSy  this  seems  to  be  the  root  of  most  of  them,  and  is 
generally  understood.  It  is  the  language  of  trade,  and  mk- 
sionary  communications;  and  though,  from  its , complioate- 
ness,  much  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  reducing  it  to 
writing,  the  missionaries  have  reduced  it  to  grammatical 
construction,  and  have  printed  in  it  many  useful  books.  Of 
the  languages  of  the  coast,  and  the  obstruction  whidi  they 
present  to  the  progress  of  truth  and  civilizatioii,  we  shall 
speak  hereafter. 
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The  kingdom  of  Ashantee,  the  seaward  borders  of  which 
are  one  with  the  inland  line  of  the  territory  over  which  the 
English  exercise  control,  is  one  of  the  most  powerful  king- 
d<Hns  in  Africa,  bat  little  if  at  all  infenor  to  the  kingdom  of 
Dahomey,  with  which  on  one  side  it  joms.  The  kings  of 
Afihantee  have  regarded  with  jealousy,  from  the  first,  the 
ettaUishment  of  European  forts  on  the  shores  of  the  Gold 
Coast.  This  jealousy  has  been  increased  and  embittered 
by  the  interference  of  the  English  at  Cape  Coast  and  other 
stations,  in  the  wars  which  the  Ashantees  carried  on  with 
other  tribes.  The  frequent  assistance  given  by  the  British 
forts  to  their  sworn  enemies  the  Fantees,  is  still  cherished 
with  bitterness,  and  the  closing  of  the  slave-trade  as  an 
impardcmable  sin.  Deadly  engagements  have  taken  place 
between  the  Ashantees  and  the  forces  at  Cape  Coast  Castle ; 
but  the  fear  of  savage  multitudes  on  one  side,  and  respect 
for  bullets  and  bombshells  on  the  other,  have  led  to  the 
establidmient  of  well-defined  treaties  of  permanent  peace. 
The  Ai^iantees  enjoy  right  of  passage  to  the  sea^ore 
through  ikiglish  territory,  and  the  privilege  of  legal  traffic 
there ;  and  English  merchants,  missionaries,  and  other  sub- 
jects of  the  Brkish  crown,  are  allowed  to  reside,  and  pursue 
their  callings,  anywhere  in  Ashantee.  In  our  walks  through 
Cape  Town,  we  met  many  of  the  Ashantee  people,  who  had 
brought  with  them  from  the  interior  palm-oil,  gold-dust, 
gold  rings  of  native  manuj&cture,  monkey  and  other  skins 
of  considerable  value. 

Tho6e  that  we  have  seen  of  them  are  a  more  proud  and 
intelligent-looking  people  than  the  Fantees,  or  any  other 
that  we  have  thus  far  described,  except  the  Mandingoes. 
Our  missionaries  represent  them  as  industrious  and  shrewd. 
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Cape  Coast  Town  has  a  fine,  conspionons  location.  It  is 
built  on  the  sides  and  the  summit  of  a  hill  which  dopes 
gradually  in  every  direction.  The  houses  of  the  foreigners 
are  generally  tasteful  and  large,  and  occupy  the  western 
acclivity.  Many  of  the  native  houses  are  two  stories  high, 
built  of  adobes  or  sun-dried  bricks,  and  thatched  with  palm- 
leaves  or  long  grass.  Most  of  the  native  houses,  however, 
are  built  without  any  reference  to  light  or  air.  They  are 
huddled  together  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  hill  like  so 
many  pigsties,  are  offensively  unclean,  and  the  creatures 
that  inhabit  them  seem  to  be  in  love  with  dirt.  An 
improvement  in  personal  and  domiciliary  cleanliness  marks 
the  progress  of  civilization  among  them.  The  cottages  of 
the  Christians  may  be  distinguished  from  the  huts  of  the 
heathen  by  the  air  of  comfort  which  they  present,  the  tilled 
garden,  and  other  evidences  of  industry  without,  and  rude 
imitations  of  European  furniture  within:  but  with  both 
Christians  and  heathens,  there  is  room  for  improvement. 

But  the  sunset  comet  is  waving  from  the  masthead ;  we 
jump  iDto  a  native  surf-canoe,  and  dashing  through  the 
rollers  breaking  on  the  beach,  get  wet  jackets,  and  reaching 
our  own  bonny  boat,  glide  over  the  heavy  swell  to  oar 
floatiDg'home,  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  shore.  Lights  are 
kindling  along  the  beach.  Africa  is  waking  up  fi^m  her 
afternoon's  sleep  to  her  nightly  festivities  of  music  and 
dancing. 

**  But  palo  conoludiDg  evening  comes  at  last 
And  shuts  the  scene.^ 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

CAPE  COAST  CASTLE— COHCLUDED. 

Bishop  Heber's  Hymn — ^Fancies  and  Realities — ^The  Gold  and  its  getters 
— Gold  Dust  Currency — ^Two  Centuries  ago— Cape  Coast  Town — ^The 
Ciyilization  of  Commerce — ^A  Bepresentatiye  Man — ^Examples  of  the 
Rule  for  determining  the  Degree  of  Civilization  among  Africans— The 
Gamboge  Tree— Forts  William  and  Yiotoria — The  Chapel — Wedeyau 
Mission — ^The  Lake — h,  E.  L. — ^The  Guinea  Worm. 

"Who  has  not  song,  or  read,  or  heard  of  "  Afric's  golden 
sands  F'*  The  lovely  Heber  has  celebrated  them  in  that  in- 
comparable hymn  to  the  strains  of  which  the  missionary 
host  ha«  been  marshalled  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury, and  which  has  done  more  in  infosing  missionary  zeal 
in  the  Protestant  church  than  any  other  uninspired  com- 
position. In  the  imaginings  of  our  boyhood,  we  often  pic- 
tured to  ourselves  the  golden  sands  of  Guinea,  glittering 
with  particles  of  the  precious  ore,  and  longed  "  to  be  a  man," 
that  we  mi^t  go  there  and  pick  up  ^'  millions ;"  but  we 
have  not  found  the  reality  to  correspond  with  the  brightly 
colored  pictures  of  youthful  fisincy. 

There  is  gold  in  Africa — enough  to  build  palaces,  no 
doubt — ^but  it  is  not  to  be  found  on  the  surf-washed  beach. 
The  pure  silez  which  there  glistens  with  the  salt  spray  of 
Old  Ocean,  crystallized  by  burning  suns,  is  guiltless  of  pos- 
sessing sordid  dust — at  least,  we  never  could  find  any  of  it, 
though  VTQ  prospected  in  several  places.  Nor,  as  some  Euro- 
pean adventurers  have  learned  to  their  sorrow  and  at  Ihe 
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cost  of  life,  is  it  to  be  picked  up  in  *'  nuggets"  among  the 
gravel  of  the  hillsides  of  the  interior;  but  where  the  "  sunny 
fountains  "  roll  down  the  bills  and  vales,  it  is  to  be  found, 
scattered  in  particles  like  hoar-frost,  but  not  by  any  means 
so  easily  gathered. 

Practical  and  experienced  miners,  from  England,  France 
and  Germany,  have  visited  the  Gold  Coast,  furnished  with 
picks,  pans,  pounding  machines,  crucibles,  mercury,  and 
other  implements  of  gold-getting;  but  in  all  their  ^'pro- 
spectings"  no  "placers"  or  "streaks"  have  as  yet  been 
found  sufficiently  rich  to  repay  the  labors  of  Europeans. 
The  natives,  with  whom  time  is  of  but  little  value,  can  af- 
ford to  "  wash  out "  at  the  rate  of  a  few  cents  a  day,  but 
civilized  men  require  dollars  where  savages  require  but 
mills.  The  system  of  gold-getting  among  the  tribes  who 
inhabit  the  gold  country,  as  described  to  us  by  an  officer  at 
Elmina,  is  by  washing  the  earth  which  contains  it  in  wooden 
or  other  bowls.  The  particles  of  gold  by  their  weight  sink 
to  the  bottom  of  the  vessel  when  the  contents  are  agitated, 
and  are  picked  out,  morsel  by  moi'sel,  from  the  grwis  of 
sand  or  other  heavy  matter  which  accompanies  them.  The 
labor  is  performed  chiefly  by  women,  most  of  whom  are 
slaves  ;  a  heavy  percentage  is  paid  to  the  king  who  claimt 
the  territory,  and  the  remainder  is  bought  up  by  petty  mer- 
chants, who  give  cotton  goods  and  trinkets  in  exchange ; 
and  by  them  is  carried  to  the  coast,  where  it  is  bought  by 
Europeans  for  like  commodities. 

Our  informant  told  us  that,  in  the  richer  valleys  of  the 
interior,  thousands  of  these  women  may  be  seen  in  company, 
each  furnished  with  a  bowl  and  a  bunch  of  switches,  with 
which  to  stir  up  the  earth  in  the  vessels,  and  ajmall  qpade 
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fiwr  d^ging.  He  described  as  "very  interesting"  the  scuf- 
fles and  woolings  which  daily  take  place  at  the  washings 
between  the  dusky  competitors  for  fortune.  Laying  aside 
all  implements,  they  go  through  the  operations  in  the  style 
of  the  encounters  at  Irish  weddings,  with  claws  and  teeth. 

Oold  dust  is  used  in  Elmina  and  at  Cape  Coast  Town  as 
a  cireukting  medium.  The  venders  in  the  native  markets 
are  furnished  with  small  scales,  and  so  skilled  are  they  in 
the  use  of  them  and  the  value  of  the  metal,  that  gold  is 
giren  and  received  in  exchange  for  a  few  cents'  worth  of 
fi^>  ^ES^  ^^  roasted  lizards.  Two  centuries  ago,  large 
fortunes  were  frequently  made  by  Portuguese  and  other 
traders  in  a  single  voyage  to  this  coast,  in  purchasing  gold. 
Then  a  jackrknife,  a  piece  of  brightly  colored  silk,  or  a  brass 
or  tin  ornament  for  the  person,  would  bring  half  its  weight 
in  gold.  In  later  days,  Manchester  goods  have  brought 
fifty  times  their  cost ;  New  England  rum  has  been  sold  at 
the  rate  of  twenty  dollars  a  gallon,  and  Virginia  tobacco  at 
the  rate  of  five  dollars  a  pound.  Those  celebrated  Yankee 
muskets  thiU;  can  shoot  round  a  comer,  and  do  as  much 
damage  at  the  breech  as  at  the  muzzle,  once  brought  fiil;p 
dollars  a  piece ;  but  the  palmy  days  of  such  trade  have 
gone  by  forever.  The  civilizing  ir^hience  of  commerce  has 
dissipated  that  ignorance  of  the  value  of  notioDS ;  and  the 
trader  of  this  age  has  to  deal  with  men  who  estimate  their 
gold  at  the  rate  of  sixteen  dollars  an  ounce,  and  who  are  as 
good  judges  of  cottons  and  silks  as  most  ladies  in  America. 
We  do  not  mean  to  say  that  they  are  not  cheated  now ;  by 
no  means !  When  they  get  too  keen  for  Yankee  ingenuity 
the  millenium  will  be  close  at  hand,  and  Sambo  will  have 
dianged  his  complexion.  optzed^v Google 
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But  Cape  Coast  Town,  with  its  backgromid  of  green 
crested  hills,  is  before  us;  the  morning  sun  shines  softly 
over  ship  and  shore,  and  while  the  harmattan  dust-fog 
shades  us  ifrom  the  equatorial  brightness  of  his  rays,  we'tt 
hasten  to  the  landing  for  another  stroll.  There  is  no  creek 
or  river  for  us  to  run  into,  as  there  is  at  Ebnina,  and  as 
TJncle  Sam's  boats  are  not  built  for  beaching,  we  have  to 
trust  ourselves  again  to  a  big  dug-out  and  a  dozen  noisy 
paddlers  to  bear  us  through  the  surf;  for  which  we  pay  an 
English  shilling,  or  an  American  quarter,  each.  To  make 
exorbitant  charges  and  to  take  advantage  of  the  necessities 
of  others,  these  rascals  think  evidence  of  intelligence,  and 
to  do  this  successfully  is  the  summum  bonum^  in  their  idea 
of  civilization. 

"I  want  for  learn  read  and  make  book''  (write),  said  an 
intelligent  Krooman  to  me. 

"What  for?"  said  I. 

"  So  I  can  know  how  for  cheat  dis  yeah  foolisdi  nigger." 

Whilst  we  were  on  the  coast,  an  instance  came  under  our 
observation  of  a  head-man  or  prince  going  a  hundred  miles 
to  a  mission-station  to  ask  for  a  teacher  for  his  village. 
When  questioned  as  to  the  reason  for  such  a  request,  he 
said  that  he  and  several  of  his  people  wanted  to  learn  bow 
to  trade  with  white  men  so  that  the  cheating  might  not  be 
all  on  one  side.  On  the  coast,  cheating  and  trade  are  in 
fact  and  name  synonymous.  Such  are  the  ideas  gathered 
from  centuries  of  intercourse  with  commercial  men.  Yet 
commerce  is  called  the  "  great  civilizer."   What  a  humbug? 

"The  apparel  oft  bespeaks  the  man,"  quoth  Polloniua. 
What  then  is  to  be  our  estunate  of  Mr.  John  PaaOon  WU^ 
herforce^  a  dark  gentleman  in  rags  and  tags,  who  proposes 
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to  become  our  cicerone  this  morning  ?  John  has  a  pleasant 
face,  he  speaks  very  good  English,  his  wool  is  done  up  in 
very  tight  corkscrews,  he  sports  a  massive  seal  ring,  and 
there  floats  in  his  rear  a  dusky  white  flag  as  evidence  of 
bis  peaceful  intentions.  John  claims  to  be  a  Christian^ 
although  '^  not  a  member,  and  not  'ligious ;"  says  he  is  a 
Queen's  man,  and  at  the  same  time  a  Fantee. 

**  Have  you  been  to  school,  John  ?" 

**  Oh  yes,  sir,  been  to  Mr.  Freeman's  school  mose  two 
year." 

"  Why  did  you  not  remain  longer?" 

•*  I  get  tire." 

"What  do  you  think  of  the  missionaries,  John  ?" 

"  Be  very  fine  people,  sir ;  but  I  don't  like  white  people 
fash  (manners) ;  he  want  work  and  learn  too  much.  I  like 
dis  country  people /a«A  better." 

According  to  his  own  showing,  John  is  in  the  transition, 
or  half-civilized  state,  and  is  the  type  of  a  large  class  in  this 
the  territory  of  Cape  Coast.  This  is  the  conclusion  that  we 
should  have  arrived  at,  judging  from  the  "  apparel."  The 
rule  for  determining  the  degree  of  civilization  among  Afri- 
cans, we  have  given  in  the  chapter  on  the  Gambia.  With 
J<^  Paxton  Wilberforce  before  our  eyes,  we  give  the  fol- 
lowing as  an  example :  straw  hat,  minus  crown  and  half  the 
brim ;  plus  an  old  uniform  coat,  minus  sleeves ;  plus  white 
shirt,  white  worn  off;  plus  pantaloons  minus  doreum  and 
one  leg ;  equal  half  a  suit  of  clothes,  equal  half  civilized 
condition. 

The  broad  and  macadamized  road  which  runs  through 
tiie  centre  of  the  town,  and  which  is  used  as  a  parade  ground 
by  the  soldiers  of  the  fort,  affords  a  pleasant  ws^k  in  the 
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forenoon  or  evening.  It  is  lined  by  good-sized  honses, 
many  of  which  are  built  of  stone  and  used  as  stores.  It  is 
shaded  by  handsome  trees,  here  called  umbrella  trees,  but 
which,  Mr.  Freeman  assures  us,  are  those  which  produce 
gamboge.  In  size  and  shape  they  resemble  the  ftiorus  m/ul' 
iicatUis^  or  silk-worm  mulberry ;  the  leaves  are  heart-shaped, 
smooth,  glossy,  and  of  a  dark  green  color  on  the  sttperior 
sur&ce,  rough  and  whitish  (m  the  inferior.  The  seed  cap- 
sules are  short  six-sided  pods,  containing  mx  cells.  It  is 
from  these  pods,  and  the  seeds  which  they  contain,  while  in 
a  green  state,  that  the  resinous  matter  is  obtained.  Those 
that  we  gathered  and  cut  open  contained  a  large  qoantrty 
of  a  bright  yellow  matter,  of  the  consbtency  of  cream.  It 
dried  rapidly  when  exposed  to  the  sun,  forming  a  tenacious, 
bright  yellow  gum.  The  flowers  resemble  those  of  the 
cotton-plant,  and  like  them  are  white  on  opening,  but  soon 
turn  red.  So  little  is  known  of  this  tree,  that  I  regret  tiie 
loss  of  the  leaves,  blooms  and  seed-yessds,  wfaidx  I  carefolly 
gathered  and  preserved,  and  from  which  I  hoped  to  give  a 
more  minute  description. 

Women,  half  civilized  and  bt^barous,  sat  in  the  shade  of 
these  trees,  offering  for  sale  the  usual  commodities  of  Afi> 
can  markets :  dried  fish,  eggs,  fowls,  glass  beads ;  bananas 
and  other  fruits,  ground  peas,  com,  rice,  and  cotton  haad- 
kerchie&. 

The  road  to  Fort  William,  a  mile  from  the  landing,  affords 
a  pleasant  walk  to  those  who  are  fond  of  walking  when  the 
mercury  is  at  eighty-five  in  the  shade.  Comfortable-iooldng 
cottages,  handsome  shade-trees^  and  limpid  streams  vary 
the  scenery ;  and  early  in  the  morning  the  chattering  of  the 
market-women  makes  music  for  you  by  the  way.    I  say  noi 
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how  pleasant  such  musio  may  be,  but  to  gentlemen  who 
have  been  cooped  up  on  board  a  man-of-war  for  months  to- 
gether, the  screamings  of  the  most  untamable  shrew,  or  the 
cry  of  the  most  squally  brat,  is  a  pleasant  variation  to  the 
rough  monotone  of  masculine  voices  heard  on  board  ship. 

Fort  William  occupies  one  of  the  two  high  conical  hills 
that  stand  in  the  rear  of  Oape  Town,  and  Fort  Victoria  the 
other.  These  we  found  carefully  guarded  by  gentlemen 
who  wore  "the  shadowed  livery  of  the  burnished  sun,"  and 
the  red  coats  of  her  majesty  Victoria.  Meridian  observa- 
tions were  formerly  taken  daily  at  one  of  these  forts,  and  at 
the  second  of  zenith  a  gilt  ball  was  dropped  from  the  top  of 
the  flag-sta£  This  signal  was  of  value  to  navigators  in  en- 
abling them  to  Correct  their  chronometers,  but  for  some 
reason  or  other  it  has  been  abandoned. 

In  returning  from  the  forts,  we  passed  the  principal  Me- 
thodist diurch  of  the  place,  or,  as  it  is  termed  here,  "  the 
QiapeL"  It  is  an  tragainly,  but  large  and  substantial  struc- 
ture, capable  of  seating  seven  hundred  persons.  Crinolines 
have  not  yet  been  introduced  at  Cape  Coast.  Here  services 
are  performed  in  Englidi  twice  on  the  Sabbath,  and  many 
of  the  soldiers  and  officers  of  the  garrison  and  resident  mer- 
chants attend.  The  following  figures  will  show  the  Wesleyan 
force  in  this  place,  besides  which  there  is  a  chaplain  of  the 
Church  of  England,  a  chapel,  and  a  school  at  the  garrison ; 
a  superintendent,  3  missionaries,  5  local  preachers  (natives). 
S  chnrohes,  1,000  communicants ;  11  day-schools,  30  teachers, 
500  scholars.  The  average  number  of  attendants  on  public 
worship  is  2,600,  or  one-third  of  the  entire  poplation. 

We  continued  our  walk  to  the  shores  of  the  lagoon,  half 
a  mile  from  the  town.    The  English  residents  call  it  a  lake. 
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and  here  often  amuse  themselves  in  boat-racing  and  other 
aquatic  sports.  It  is  a  pretty  sheet  of  water,  surrounded  by 
grassy  banks  and  oyerhanging  evergreens,  and  enlivened  by 
the  wUd  notes  of  the  sea-birds  that  sport  above  its  mirrored 
face.  Along  its  shores  was  the  favorite  evening  walk  of  Mrs. 
Maclean  (L.  E.  L.)«  and  fi*om  its  cool  breezes  and  sunset 
glories  she  gathered  inspiration  for  the  sweet  productions 
of  her  later  life.  The  want  of  space  prevents  the  introduc- 
tion here  of  our  note  on  the  African  life  and  the  death  of 
this  gifted  but  unhappy  woman. 

In  passing  through  the  native  portion  of  the  town  late  in 
the  evening,  we  were  attracted  to  a  low  and  very  dirty  mud 
hut  by  groans  of  suffering,  and  the  laughter  of  a  crowd  that 
stood  about  the  door.  Expecting  to  see  something  worth 
putting  into  a  book  describing  life  in  Africa,  we  forced  our 
way  into  the  hut ;  where,  stretched  on  a  bamboo  mat  on  the 
floor,  lay  a  very  hearty4ooking  negro,  who  was  undergoing, 
by  the  hands  of  a  native  doctor,  an  operation  for  Guinea- 
worm.  If  the  noise  he  made  and  the  large  drops  of  perspi- 
ration that  stood  on  his  body  may  be  taken^as  evidence  of 
pain,  the  subject  suffered  a  great  deal ;  and  no  wonder,  for 
the  operator  was  cutting  into  his  legs  at  an  unmerciful  rate, 
and  with  a  very  unprofessional  scalpel — ^an  old  razor  with  a 
very  rough  edge.  We  were  quite  anxious  to  witness  the 
operation,  but  the  atmosphere  was  too  fhigrant,  and  having 
neither  cologne  nor  assafoetida  to  better  it,  we  found  out- 
door air  indispensable  after  ten  seconds  absence  firom  it. 

The  Guinea-worm--;/{torta  mediensis — ^which  abounds  in 
the  East  and  West  Indies,  Egypt,  Arabia,  and  Africa,  is  a 
whitish,  semitransparent,  elastic,  cylindrical  worm ;  varying 
from  twelve  inches  to  several  feet  in  length.  Jt  develops  in 
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the  legs,  and  neck,  sometimes  in  other  parts  of  the  body, 
immediately  mider  the  skin,  and  is  seldom  discovered  mitil 
it  is  several  inches  in  length,  and  by  its  motion  produces 
irritation  in  the  walls  of  its  abode.  White  persons  of  cleanly 
habits  are  rarely  troubled  with  it,  and  though  it  for  a  time 
disables  the  limb  which  harbors  it,  it  is  rarely  attended  with 
serious  consequences.  We  give  place  to  a  valuable  and 
scientific  description  of  this  worm,  prepared  for  us  by  Fleet 
Surgeon  Clymer  of  the  IT.  S.  Navy.  Next  morning  our  en- 
sign waved  its  adieu  to  the  British  flag,  which  floated  above 
the  sunlit  walls  of  Cape  Coast  Castle.  Two  of  the  noble 
spirits  that  we  left  there  have  since  passed  to  brighter  and 
more  salubrious  skies.  There  may  we  meet  them ;  beyond 
the  reach  of  disease  and  death ! 


"THE  OUINKA-WORM. 

"I  was  especially  interested  while  at  Elmina,  by  the  opportunity  there 
presented  of  seeiDg  specimens  of  those  fortuitous  and  temporary  inmates 
of  the  human  body,  peculiar  to  some  warm  climates,  and  which,  popu- 
larly known  by  the  name  of  Guinea-worms,  have  been  fully  described  by 
writers  on  disease,  under  a  great  dirersity  of  learned  designations.  They 
are  represented,  in  medical  books,  as  abounding  in  some  localities  in  the 
East  Indies  among  the  natives,  and  even,  to  some  extent,  among  the 
British  troops  at  Madras,  Ceylon,  and  Bombay,  in  Arabia,  Egypt,  and 
Abyssinia,  along  the  coast  of  Guinea,  among  the  negioes  brought  from 
Africa  to  the  West  Indies,  and  among  sailors  and  others  lately  returned 
from  that  country.  They  are  described  as  small,  cylindrical,  hollow 
worms,  white,  transparent,  and  elastic,  developed  in  the  cellular  tissue 
beneath  the  skin,  where  they  may  be  traced  by  the  fingers,  and  some- 
times  seen  like  a  whipHsord  or  violin-string,  stretched  out  or  serpentine 
in  direction,  and  of  various  lengths,  from  twelve  inches  to  as  many  feet. 
They  infest  various  parts  of  the  body,  particularly  the  lower  extremities, 
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and,  oocaaionallj  the  upper  extremities  and  neck,  and  the  walb  of  the. 
chest  and  abdomen. 

**  The  Guinea-worm  is  usually  harmless,  and  for  a  time  unnoticed,  caus- 
ing neither  local  nor  constitutional  sjmptoms,  till,  in  its  deyelopmcnt,  ita 
presence  ts  reyealed  by  an  itching  at  a  single  point  This  leads  to  an 
inspection,  and  the  disooTerj  of  a  small  resiole  orer  the  head  of  tho 
worm.  In  its  progress  to  maturity,  the  irritated  point  swells,  inflamiM, 
and  at  length  suppurates,  and  forms  an  ulcer,  through  which  the  head  of 
the  worm  protrudea  Though  the  worm  thus  appears  to  adranco  slowlj 
and  spontaneously,  by  the  suppuratiye  process,  to  extrusion  from  ita 
lodging-place,  its  expulsion  is  usually  assisted,  after  the  head  can  be  laid 
hold  of,  by  daily  gentle  traction,  carefully  exercised  for  screral  weeks  so 
as  to  avoid  a  rupture,  and  a  consequent  effitsion  into  the  wound  of  multi- 
tudes of  the  young  progeny  of  this  Tiriparous,  cavitary,  tubular  animal, 
whose  presence,  when  thus  eff^ised,  is  apt  to  create  inflammation  and  aJb- 
scesscs  in  its  course,  with  much  constitutional  disturbance.  The  natire 
manipulators,  howerer,  more  expert  than  Europeans,  take  the  process 
out  of  nature's  hands,  and,  making  an  incision  through  the  skin  over  the 
middle  of  the  worm,  seize  it  by  a  duplicature,  and  extract  it  by  a  nn^ 
traction. 

**  The  surgeon  of  the  castle,  who  had  always  many  cases  of  it  on  hand, 
showed  me  samples  of  this  filiform  parasite  (the  filaria  mtditntU  of 
nosologists),  in  rarious  stages  of  its  progress,  from  the  earliest  percepti- 
ble irritation  beneath  the  skin  in  a  single  point,  to  fluctuation  aad  ap- 
proaching ulceration  at  that  point,  with  a  distinctly  felt  deTelopmoat  of 
the  worm  in  its  waring  or  serpentine  direction  in  the  subcutaneous  cel- 
lular tissue ;  and,  finally,  to  its  s^mi-extraction  at  the  ulcerated  point. 
Its  length  he  stated  to  average  eighteen  inches,  but  to  range  from  one 
foot  to  three.  These  worms  he  represe^ed  to  exist,  sometimes  aingiy, 
sometimes  in  succession,  and  sometimes  in  numbers  at  a  tine  in  differeat 
stages  of  development  in  the  same  individual,  and  sometimes  to  apposr  a 
long  time  after  leaving  the  coast  of  Guinea.  Though  thej  ua«aUj  v*<ittt 
the  lower  extremities,  I  saw  one«  of  eighteen  inches,  half  extmofted  fron 
the  side  of  an  individual,  t? ho  had  two  besides  in  the  lower  limbs.  The 
extracted  part  looked  a^d  felt  Uke  a  string  of  catgut)  whilst  the  c^her 
could  be  distinctly  traced  by  the  fingers,  like  a  whipcord  bcnefith  the 
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flkin.  The  Bhiuons  track  in  which  the  wonn  was  lodged  was  sendtiTe  on 
pressure,  particularly  at  its  orifice ;  and  tracUon  caused  some  degree  of 
pain.  On  this  account,  as  well  as  to  aroid  the  risks  of  a  rupture  of  the 
worm,  the  traction  is  not  carried  beyond  a  quarter,  or,  at  most,  a  half  of 
an  inch  at  a  time,  and  is  renewed  dailj,  or  twice  a  day,  until  its  complete 
extraction.  The  protruded  portion  dangled  at  the  side ;  though  it  is 
nsnany  recommended,  as  well  to  protect  it  from  Injury  as  to  prevent  re- 
traction, to  coil  it  around  a  quill  of  cotton  or  other  cylindrical  substance, 
and  to  secure  it  near  the  aperture  by  adhesiye  plaster,  or  other  retentire 


'*  The  Gmnea-worm,  as  I  was  assured^  reqtdres  two  or  three  months  to 
run  its  course,  during  which  time  the  patient,  though  partially  disabled, 
may  walk  freely  about  Whilst  it  lasts,  the  soldier  at  the  castle  is  re- 
liered  from  duty.  An  attack  secures  no  exemption  for  the  future,  but 
may  be  followed  by  a  series  of  inyasiona 

*'It  has  been  obserred  iliat  the  officers,  and  others  who  are  properly 
clad,  are  nearly,  if  not  entirely,  exempt  from  Chiinea-^orm,  which  attacks 
in  great  numbers  the  natives,  whose  limbs  are  exposed,  with  little  or  no 
clothing,  and  who  bathe  in  the  stagnant  waters  near  the  town.  May  we 
not,  then,  refer  the  origin  of  these  subcutaneous,  superficial  worms  to 
their  penetration  (after  the  reputed  manner  of  the  Pulex  Penetrans,  or 
chigo^),  of  the  animalcules  from  the  waters,  in  which  they  may  be  sup- 
posed to  abound,  through  the  skin  into  the  cellular  tissue,  where,  finding 
ft  nidus  adi^^d  to  their  nonrishment  and  growth,  they  attain,  at  length, 
a  development  and  activity  which  lead,  through  the  irritation  andinflam- 
nation  wiiich  they  create,  to  their  expulsioB  from  their  human  hi^ta- 
tion  as  no  longer  to  be  tolerated  inmates. 

**  The  opinion  that  they  are  due  to  the  drinking  of  water  charged  with 
the  entozoal  genns,  which,  traversing  the  absorbents  and  the  route  of 
the  cirealation,  come  to  be  deported  beneath  the  skin,  there  to  find  a 
home  and  to  receive  their  development,  is  destitute  of  the  support  of 
physiology  and  analogy  $  though  it  does  not  want  advocates,  among 
whom  is  the  surgeon  of  the  castle  at  Elmina. 

'*The  idea  of  tlielr  spontaneous  generation  will  hardly  be  maintained 
In  theie  latter  days,  which  require  a  reason  for  our  &ith." 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

GULF    OP    GITINSA. 

L.  E.  L.  and  Cape  Coast  Castle — ^Her  Marriage — Arrival  on  the  Coast — 
Reception— Employment— Her  Death— Inquest — ^Vcrdict — ^Impresrionfl 
in  England  regarding  her  Dei^ — ^Deatfa  of  Goyernor  Maclean — ^EpitB2)h 
of  Mrs.  Maclean — ^Miss  Staunton  and  L.  £.  L. — ^Points  of  Comparison 
and  Contrast,  etc. 

DsAB  BsADSB :  While  the  winda  and  waves  are  wafting  us 
on  to  Accra,  descend  with  me  to  my  little  room,  and,  if  not 
already  tired  of  my  talk,  hear  my  notes  and  memories  of 
Cape  Ooaat  Castle  relating  to  the  life  and  death  of  that 
gifted  daughter  of  song,  L.  E.  L. 

Governor  Maclean,  of  Cape  Coast  Castle,  while  on  a  visit 
to  England,  in  the  winter  of  1837-38,  made  the  acquamt- 
ance  of  Miss  Landon  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Foster,  the 
member  of  parliament  for  Berwick.  He  addressed  her — 
after  a  short  aoquamtance,  diey  were  married ;  they  aaaled 
for  Africa,  and  arrived  at  Cape  Coast  on  the  15th  of  August, 
1838.  She  met  with  a  hearty  welcome  from  t^e  officers  and 
merchants  of  the  place,  and  while  she  lived,  by  the  bril- 
liancy of  her  wit  and  the  amiability  and  benevolence  of  her 
character,  she  continued  to  be  the  great  attraction  of  the 
castle  to  reffidents  and  visitors.  The  report  of  her  conung 
was  received  with  incredulity,  but  her  works  were  imme- 
diately and  eagerly  sought  for  and  read,  and  that,  too,  by 
persons  who,  till  then,  had  never  read  a  volume  of  poetry 
in  their  lives.  The  people  of  the  town  could  scarcely  realize 
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that  one  so  distbgnislied  was  to  become  a  resident  in  a  place 
so  obscure  ;  they  felt  honored  by  the  event  when  she  came, 
and  when  the  pale  messenger  carried  her  away,  after  a  resi- 
dence of  two  months,  her  new,  bat  warmly  attached  friends 
felt  that  her  visit  had  been  like  the  visit  of  an  angel  sent 
from  heaven  to  cheer  and  charm  them  for  a  while ;  and  they 
mourned  for  her  as  for  the  purest,  the  tenderest,  the  love- 
liest of  thdr  little  circle. 

Sbe  entered  upon  her  domestic  duties  with  cheerfulness ; 
the  novelties  and  inconvenience  of  garrison  life  in  Africa 
amused  rather  than  annoyed  her.  She  was  surprised  to 
find  *'in  such  an  out-of-the-way  comer  of  the  world,  so 
many  agreeable  and  well-educated  men ;"  in  the  new  a^)ects 
which  nature  presented  on  every  side,  she  found  matter  of 
constant  interest ;  and  though  she  often  spoke  of  her  home 
and  friends  in  England,  with  a  tone  of  sadness,  she  seemed 
generaHy  cheerful,  and  sometimes  even  gay,  to  the  last 
evening  of  her  life.- 

She  was  found  dead  in  her  room,  on  the  morning  of  the 
16th  of  October.  A  pall  of  mystery  endirouds  that  event 
widdi  may  never  be  liaised.  She  left  Mr.  Macle»i's  room 
for  her  own,  which  was  separated  from  his  by  a  landing 
three  feet  wide,  at  7  o'clock ;  a  few  minutes  after,  she  sent 
her  nurse,  Mrs.  Bailey,  to  her  store-room  for  a  pot  of  poma- 
tum. When  the  nurse  returned,  she  found,  on  attempting 
to  reenter  the  room,  something  i^ainst  the  door;  she  forced 
it  open,  and  found  Mrs.  Maclean  on  the  floor,  in  the  agonies 
of  deatli.  Dr.  Cobbold  was  immediately  called,  and  was 
soon  on  the  spot;  but  before  he  arrived,  every  symptom  of 
life  had  disappeared.  A  post  mortem  inquest  was  held,  but 
BOtlnng  was  dicited,  except  that,  on  testimony  of  Mrs. 
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Baile  J,  a  yial  which  had  oontuned  Scheele^s  preparation  of 
pnuwio  acid  was  found  in  her  hand. 

The  verdict  of  the  coroner's  inquest  was  ^  death  bj  an 
over-doae  of  Scheele's  preparation  of  prussio  acid,  taken 
inadvertently.''  She  had  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  this 
medicine  as  a  preventive  of  spasms,  to  wiiich  she  was 
subject. 

It  was  corrently  reported,  and  believed,  in  England,  at 
the  time  of  her  death,  that  her  later  letters  to  intimate 
friends  contained  intimations  of  nnldndness  toward  her  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Madcan ;  and  this  gave  rise  to  the  snppo- 
sition  that  she  had  pnt  an  end  to  her  life  by  her  own 
hands. 

We  can  scarcely  imagine  that  a  man  who  had  resided 
many  years  in  Africa,  and  who  had  degraded  himself  by 
living  in  concubinage  with  a  native  woman,  would  make  a 
congenial  partner  for  so  sensitive  and  refined  a  spirit  as  was 
L.  E.  L.  True,  he  explained  before  their  marriage  the  state 
of  his  previous  life,  but  not  until  she  came  to  Africa,  and 
beheld  the  creatures  of  sudbi  attachments,  and  witnessed  in 
others  the  debasing  effects  of  such  alliances,  could  t^e 
realize  the  degradation  of  such  a  life.  Who  knows,  but 
that  in  the  object  of  her  tender  affections  she  may  have  dis- 
covered a  divided  heart ;  or,  at  least,  that  as  the  effects  of 
his  jo'evious  habits,  she  jfound  not  in  him  that  pure  and  deli- 
cate afibction  for  which  her  nature  pined?  Under  such 
circumstances,  the  prospects  of  a  life  in  Africa,  to  one  who 
had  received  pndse  and  admirati(m  in  the  most  briBiant 
and  gifted  <^cles  of  England,  must  have  been  gloomy 
indeed. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  testimony  of  nsmy  letters  to 
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friends  at  home,  in  which  she  speaks  pleasantly  of  her  sur- 
roundings in  Afiica,  and  that  of  Mr.  Cruikshank  and  others 
who  knew  her  at  the  Castle,  that  she  was  generally  cheerful 
and  seemed  happy  in  her  domestic  relations,  are  not  to  be 
esteemed  lightly.  Yet,  such  testimony  may  be  fully  ad- 
mitted without  removing  the  impression,  common  in  Eng- 
land and  America  at  the  time  of  her  death,  that  she  was 
unh^pily  married.  If  disappointed  in  her  hopes  of  happi- 
ness in  that  relation,  in  which  her  sanguine  and  confiding 
nature  taught  her  to  expect  her  highest  happiness,  her  piide 
would  have  kept  the  secret  of  that  disappointment  in  the 
inmost  sanctum  of  her  soul,  to  be  divulged  only  to  the 
nearest  and  dearest,  and  to  be  buried  with  her  among  the 
arcana  of  the  tomb. 

This  is  the  darkest  side  of  the  picture ;  charity,  and  per- 
haps justice,  to  one  who  can  no  longer  speak  for  himself, 
demands  that  we  shall  seek  some  other  solution  of  the 
mystery.  May  she  not  have  died  from  the  effects  of  one 
of  those  spasms  which  she  so  much  dreaded  ?  or,  as  her 
physician  thought,  "  by  an  over-dose "  of  the  deadly  pre- 
paration, taken  perhaps  to  prevent  such  an  attack  ? 

An  old  negro,  who  was  valet  to  Mr.  Madean  when  the 
death  took  place,  was  with  us  when  we  visited  the  room  and 
the  grave  of  L.  E.  L. ;  but  he  refused  to  answer  any  ques- 
tions regarding  her  death. 

Governor  Maclean  is  represented  as  having  been  an  inde- 
fatigable, prudent,  and  honest  man.  He  fulfilled  the  func- 
tions of  his  oflice  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  government,  and 
with  advantage  to  the  cause  of  civilization ;  but  with  his 
character  and  the  habits  of  his  life  before  us,  we  are  com- 
pelled to  admit  the  conclusion  that  he  lacked  the  onalities 
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necessary  to  render  him  a  suitable  companion  and  husbimd 
for  so  tender,  confiding,  and  afibcticmate  a  person  as  was 
Miss  Landon.  Governor  Maclean  died  at  the  castle  in 
1847,  much  lamented  hj  the  natives  and  European  resi- 
dents. The  natives  suspended  their  usual  emplojm^its,  and 
made  a  mourning  for  him  which  lasted  for  several  days. 
Chiefs  from  a  distance  continued  to  come  in  for  weeks 
after  his  death,  to  discharge  their  muskets  near  his  grave, 
in  token  of  their  respect  for  his  memory,  and  '^  to  speak 
words  of  prabe."  He  was  buried  beside  his  wife,  in  a  stone 
vault  of  the  court  of  the  Castle.  There,  in  the  sleep  that  is 
dreamless,  and  deaf  alike  to  the  adulations  and  reproaches 
of  men,  they  await  the  day  when  the  seorets  of  all  hearts 
shall  be  disclosed,  and  God  shall  judge  the  worid  in  righte- 
ousness by  Jesus  Christ. 

From  a  small  marble  tablet,  let  into  the  wall  of  the  main 
building,  and  ten  paces  firom  her  grave,  we  copied  t^ 
following  inscription,  to  which  we  add  a  free  translation : 

"  Hicjacet  septUtum 
Omne  quod  mortaU  fuU 

LETITI^    ELIZABETH.E    MACLEAN. 

Qaam  cgregia  ornatam  indole 

Musis  unice  amatam, 

Omniumqne  amores  Secum  trabentmn 

In  ipso  ntatis  flore, 

Mors  immatura  rapuit, 

Dio  Octobris  XV.  A.D.  MDOCCXXXVIIL 
iBtat  XXXVL 

Quod  spectas,  yiator,  marmor, 
Vanum  hen  doloris  monnmentaBk 
Conjnx  moerens  erezU." 
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Here  lies  buried 

All  that  was  mortal 
Of  Letitia  Elizabeth  Maclean ; 
Whom,  endowed  with  rare  genius, 
Singnkriy  faTored  b j  the  Muses, 
Attracting  to  herself  the  love  of  all, 
Death  prematurely  snatched  away 
In  the  flower  of  her  age. 
On  the  15th  of  October,  1888, 

Aged  36  yearfl. 

0  Traveller  I  the  marble  which  thou  beholdest, 

Tain  memorial  of  his  grief, 

A  sorrowing  husband  has  ereoted. 

Ten  days  before  our  arrival  at  Cape  Coast  Castle,  we 
were  at  Cape  Palmas,  and  there  learned  the  particulars 
relating  to  the  death  of  Miss  Staunton,  the  American 
Methodist  missionary.  That  sad  er^it  was,  therefore, 
Iffominently  in  mind  when  we  visited  the  grave  of 
Mck  Maclean,  and,  without  intending  it,  we  A>und  our* 
selves  making  a  few  striking  points  of  resemblance  and  con- 
trast between  these  remarkable  women. 

The  points  of  similarity  in  character  or  drcumstancos  are 
few. 

They  were  both  in  the  prime  of  life ;  they  had  been 
reared  tenderiy ;  they  were  loved  by  all  who  knew  them ; 
they  were  in  intellect  cultivated,  and  in  taste  refined; 
both  possessed  largely  the  graces  of  person  and  manner 
which  adorn  virtuous  and  lovely  women;  they  went  to 
Africa ;  they  died  there. 

How  different  the  motives  which  led  them  to  that  distant 
shore !  One  went  in  obedience  to  conjugal  love — a  heroine 
truly — ^to  be  with  her  husband  was  her  choice,  to  render 
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him  happy,  her  end.  The  other,  in  obedience  to  the 
promptings  of  that  heart  of  nniversal  charity  which  religion 
giveth  to  her  children,  went  for  the  love  of  souls ;  to  win 
men  to  righteonsness,  her  employment;  to  glorify  her 
Saviour,  her  end.  How  diffisrent  were  their  ^igagements 
while  they  lived  there?  One,  though  devoted  to  her 
husband's  wishes,  and  careful  in  the  discharge  of  every 
domestic  duty,  was  not  so  unael&h  as  to  forget  her  reputa- 
tion in  the  literary  world.  The  flattery  received  had  given 
thirst  for  more,  and  amid  the  duties  of  her  new  sphere,  she 
found  time  and  inclination  to  prepare  sketches  of  Walter 
Scott's  heroines  for  the  millions  who  delighted  in  the  pro- 
ductions of  her  fruitful  mind.  The  other,  while  battling 
with  a  disease  which,  like  a  thirsty  vampire,  sat  constantly 
at  her  heart,  drinking  up  the  life-current  as  it  flowed  from 
its  pure  fountain,  devoted  her  time  to  the  school-house,  and 
her  thoughts  to  teaehing  savage  children  the  way  to  Christ 
and  heaven. 

How  differendy,  and  inconristently,  did  men  speak  of 
their  going  to  Africa !  Of  one  they  said,  ^'  She  has  made  a 
good  match ;  she  ought  to  go  with  her  husband ;  by  that 
means  she  will  secure,  after  her  return,  a  comfortable 
establii^unent.''  Of  the  other,  they  said,  with  fe^ed 
sympathy :  "  Poor  misguided  girl  I'»  **  She  is  throwing  her- 
self  away !"  "  She  is  a  fanatic !"  Aye,  and  harsher  things 
than  these  were  said,  which  we  may  not  write,  but  with 
which  the  ears  of  misedonaries  are  fluniliar. 

But  they  died  I  The  life  of  one  may  be  compared  to  the 
course  of  the  moon,  which,  after  walking  in  beauty  through 
the  heavens,  receiving  the  admiration  of  millicHis  and  charm- 
ing them  with  the  brightness  of  her  shining,  goes  down 
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amid  clouds  of  murky  darkness.  That  of  the  other  to  the 
modest  glimmering  of  a  tiny  star,  which,  after  attracting 
the  gaee  of  a  thoughtful  few  by  the  pure  serenity  of  her 
beaming,  fiides  away  in  the  bright  light  of  morning.  Shall 
we  pursue  them  further?  We  would  not  rush  "where 
angels  fear  to  tread  ;'*  but  in  life  so  pure,  and  to  the  last 
so  strong  was  the  &ith,  so  clear  the  mental  vision  of  things 
eternal,  so  bright  the  hopes  of  heaven,  so  ample  the  testi- 
mony to  the  sustaining  power  of  grace,  of  the  missionary 
girl,  that  we  may  rest  assured  that  she  has  passed  to  a 
glorious  inheritance.  The  eyes  that  closed,  so  gently,  on 
that  couch  of  pain,  to  scenes  of  African  depravity  and 
wretchedness,  are  now  gazing  on  the  beauties  of  the  Lamb 
and  the  glories  of  the  upper  sky. 

**  Thoa*rC  at  rest— baTing  taught  them  what  rook  to  rely  on— 
And  hast  dojft  the  fair  robes  which  to  virgins  belong. 
But  the  next  robe  for  thee  was  the  white  robe  of  Zion — 
The  next  sound  thon  heard^st  was  the  Seraphim^s  song  I" 

L.  K  L.  sleeps  on  a  desolate  rodk  beade  the  sea,  on  a 
lonely  shore;  and  there  the  heavy  sui-f  in  deep-voiced 
moans  shall  chant  her  wild  sad  requiem  until  the  earth  and 
the  sea  shall  give  up  their  dead.  Her  name  shall  live  while 
the  English  language  endures ;  her  grave  shall  be  guarded 
as  a  sacred  thing  while  the  British  flag  floats  over  Afiican 
soil.  It  will  be  visited  by  curious  travellers,  and  wonder- 
ing savages,  for  ages  to  come.  Her  praise  shall  be  spoken 
by  generations  yet  unborn — ^but  she  is  dead  to  flattery  and 
to  feme  I  K  these  were  her  objects,  she  has  her  reward ; 
but  how  poor  in  the  possession  I  How  deserving  of  human 
sympathy  I    I^  as  we  sometimes  hope,  she  aspired  to  honors 
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more  endarmg  than  thoae  of  earth,  God,  who  knoweth  the 
heart,  will  fulfill  all  her  desires ;  and  in  the  &ir  paradise 
where  the  disembodied  pore  abide,  her  capacious  powers 
may  revel  in  the  noontide  of  bliss  and  knowledge. 

The  name  and  the  resting-j^ace  of  Miss  Staunton  will  be 
forgotten  by  the  next  generation ;  but  angel  guards  shall 
keep  watch  and  ward  beside  that  silent  tomb ;  and,  when 
the  missionary  martyrs  are  called  to  be  partakers  in  the  first 
resurrection,  she  shall  rise  with  those  who  have  turned 
many  to*  righteousness,  and  a  bright  star  in  the  firma- 
ment of  God's  own  dwelling-place  shall  shine  forever  and 
forever. 

As  we  stood  at  the  grave  of  Mrs.  Maclean,  we  remem- 
bered a  few  lines  of  her  own  sweet  verse,  peculiarly  appli- 
cable to  the  occasion.  They  are  from  "The  Hermit^s 
Grave."  How  fer  was  it  from  the  thoughts  of  the  fidr 
composer,  that  strangers  from  another  hemisphere  would 
find  them  appropriate  to  her  own  last  home  and  final 
resting-place. 

**  It  was  a  8ceD«  where  faith  would  take 
Lessons  from  all  U  saw, 
And  feel  amid  its  depths  that  hope 
Was  God's  and  Nature's  law. 
The  past  might  here  be  wept  away, 
The  future  might  renew 
Its  early  confidence  in  heaven, 
When  years  and  sins  were  few : 
Till,  in  the  strength  of  penitence, 
To  the  worst  sinner  given, 
The  grave  would  seem  a  resting-place 
Between  this  world  and  heaven." 
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Accra  in  Sight — Come  to  an  Anchor — Canoes  and  Traders — ^A  word  for 
Pets— Ports — Exports— RUibustering— English — CiriliEation— Dress-* 
Houses— ]f]0Bion»-^'*  The  Sernee"— Mr.  Bowen— Things  to  be  Be- 
gretted— (rOTemor  Bannerman— Qold  Rings — ^A  Native  (Joldsinith — 
Indian  Com— A  Primitiye  Mill— The  Gazelle. 

"  Now  for  the  gold  rings,  leopard  claws,  and  grey  monkey 
flddns !''  exdlaimed  one  of  the  master's  mates,  as  he  came 
rattling  down  the  steerage  ladder. 

"What's  the  matter,  Charley  ?"  said  one  of  his  compan- 
ions, suddenly  waking  from  a  nap  that  he  had  been  taking 
on  a  camp-stool,  with  the  bulkhead  for  a  pillow. 

"Accra's  in  sight,  and  the  commodore  has  given  orders 
to  stand  in  and  come  to  anchor." 

Two  hoars  later  (3.80  p.h.,  December  22,  1856),  and  we 
were  anchored  within  threeKjuarters  of  a  mile  of  the  forts 
and  town  of  Accra,  and  in  the  open  sea. 

We  were  soon  surrounded  by  a  fleet  of  canoes,  containing 
node  Guinea-men,  eager  and  most  noisy  competitors  in  the 
sale  of  live  monkeys,  pigs,  parrots,  yams,  bananas,  and  pine- 
apples. These  gentlemen  are  content  to  do  business  on  a 
very  small  scale.  Here  is  a  craft  containing  four  men,  who 
have  come  off  to  sell  a  small  and  very  lean  pig,  for  which 
they  ask  a  dollar,  but  will  take  less.  There's  another,  con- 
taining two  men  and  a  boy,  whose  stock  in  trade  consists  of 
a  bunch  of  plantains,  for  which  they  ask  a  dollar,  but  will 
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take  anything,  in  silver,  as  large  as  a  dime.  Yonder  is  anr 
other,  in  charge  of  a  grey-headed  gentleman,  who  wears  a 
scarf  of  several  yards  of  blue  calico  over  his  shoulders,  and 
calls  himself  ^'  a  merchant."  His  canoe  is  large,  and  manned 
by  five  boys,  who  seem  very  obedient  to  his  gravely-giv^i 
orders.  He  has  several  parrots,  a  monkey,  a  few  badly 
dressed  leopards'  skins  and  paws,  gazelle's  feet,  and  porcu- 
pine quiUs.  Our  men  look  very  wistfully  at  the  parrots  and 
monkeys,  but  p^«  have  been  interdicted,  our  number  being 
complete;  they  havo  but  little  money,  and  the  skins 
are  dear,  so  trade  is  confined  to  porcupine  quills  and 
finit. 

We  have  no  sympathy  with  that  rigorous  enfo>7oemeat  of 
discipline  which  allows  of  no  recreatioB,  ao  pets,  and  bo 
fhn,  on  board  of  men-o^war.  A  monkey  or  two,  a  few  par- 
rots or  other  birds,  on  board  ship,  contribute  to  the  amuse- 
ment of  the  men,  and  help  to  r^eve  the  monotony  of  iheur 
tedious  li&.  Ei^cially  on  the  Afriesn  station,  where  fbe 
enervating  effects  of  climate  tend  to  produce  depressioii  of 
spirits,  such  things  are  useful,  as  conduabig  to  health  as 
well  as  pleasiH'e.  To  keep  them  in  pr<^r  bounds  is  in  the 
power  of  every  commander,  and  he  is  a  very  weak  bmb 
who  cannot  preserve  discipline  but  by  depriving  his  men 
of  this  small  but  much  desired  indulgence.  A  rinp  of  war 
should  not  be  converted  into  a  menagerie,  of  course,  nor  yet 
should  it  be  a  peniteatiary.  The  union  of  the  utile  et  ^dttiee 
is  possible  here,  as  everywhere,  in  the  labors  of  life.  But 
the  days  are  weU-ni^  past  when  officers  were  olEended 
to  see  their  men  laugh,  and  regretted  that  the  sun  shone  as 
brightly  fer  the  man  as  for  the  master,  lliere  are,  how 
ever,  a  few  of  the  old  regime  left,  and  we  widi  them,  Tery 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Locmk.  S81 

cordWly,  a  pleasant  voyage  to— wherever  they  are  going 
beyond  the  Styx. 

Along  the  shore,  at  this  point,  and  within  sight  of  eaeh 
other,  are  several  forts,  belonging  to  European  powers. 
The  villages  aronnd  them  bear  the  common  name  of  Accra, 
diotingnid^d  by  the  titles  of  the  forts  to  which  they  are 
attadxed.  The  English,  French,  and  Danish  AcCras  are 
large  towns,  nmnbering  together  over  ten  thousand  sonls.  Of 
these,  English  Aocra  is  tile  largest  in  population,  and  most 
important  in  trade.  The  population  is  over  five  thousand, 
and  the  exports  in  palm  oil  and  ivory  are  heavy.  They  may 
be  estimated  together  at  $75,000  annually.  Large  quanti- 
ties of  gold,  brought  in  by  the  Ashantees,  are  also  ex- 
ported from  tins  place.  The  English,  of  course,  get  the"" 
lion's  share,  and  the  remainder  is  divided  in  aboat  equal 
proportions  between  the  American,  French,  and  Dutch 
traders. 

The  forts  of  the  Danes  at  Accra,  and  four  other  places 
on  the  Gold  Coa^  have  recently  been  sold  to  the  British 
crown  &r  $60,000.  Thus,  and  by  lawfid  means,  is  England 
lengthening  her  cords  and  strengthening  her  stakes  on  the 
shores  of  Guinea.  We  like  filibustering  when  it  is  done 
honesdy,  and  hence  we  see  with  pleasure  the  widening  in- 
fluenoe  of  our  cousin  over  African  peoples  and  territories. 

When  the  natives  of  Danish  Accra  heard  that  they  were 
to  change  their  masters,  they  received  the  tidings  with  the 
wildest  enthusiasm,  and,  with  shouts  for  Victoria  and  pro- 
cessions in  her  honor,  welcomed  the  role  of  her  mi^esty, 
and  the  new  era  in  their  history.  The  superiority  of  Eng- 
lish rule  and  civilization  in  elevating  African  humanity,  may 
be  seen  ia  the  advanced  ocmdition  of  the  natives  in  the 
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English  territories,  as  compared  with  those  of  territories 
under  other  foreign  influence.  This  appears  in  a  forcible 
light  when  we  compare  Cape  Coast  Town  with  Klmina, 
The  facts  and  figures  that  we  have  given,  will  show  that 
civilization  and  Christianity  are  making  progress  in  the 
former  place  at  a  rate,  and  of  a  character,  whieh  inspire 
hopes  of  the  final  triumph  of  truth  and  the  arts  of  peace. 

Travellers,  among  whom  is  the  intelligent  and  worthy 
missionary  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Board,  J.  F.  Bowen, 
agree,  that  of  all  the  corrupt  places  in  Africa,  Elmina  is  the 
worst.  Mr.  B.  thinks,  that  in  their  present  condition  the 
people  are  beyond  the  reach  of  the  Gospel.  After  seeing 
most  oithe  important  towns  between  Morocco  and  Bengu- 
-ela,  I  am  prepared  to  give  them  the  honor  (for  such,  no 
doubt,  they  would  consider  it)  of  being  the  vilest  and  most 
shameless  sinners  on  the  West  Coast.  Tet  this  is  the  same 
tribe  which,  at  Cape  Coast,  a  place  but  eight  miles  distant, 
has  yielded  so  many  noble  specimens  of  pious  and  intelli- 
gent Christians.  British  rule  is  stem,  implacable  and  ex- 
acting, it  is  true,  yet  how  much  soever  berated,  and  how 
justly  soever,  by  the  enemies  of  Anglo-Saxon  dvilisation 
and  Protestant  Christianity,  it  may  be,  the  establishment 
of  true  religion,  the  pro^erity  of  commerce,  the  progress 
of  humanity,  demand  that  in  Africa,  as  in  India,  we  shall 
wish  it  enlargement  and  prosperity.  Where  Jonathan 
cant  enter,  he  will  ever  say,  ^^  Go  on,  John,  it  is  all  in  the 
family." 

The  country  around  Accra  is  hilly  and  picturesque. 
Heavy  timbers,  if  they  ever  existed  here,  have  long  ago 
disappeared,  except  in  the  valleys ;  yet  the  hills  are  covered 
with  green  bramble,  and  present  the  appearance  of  old 
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fields  turned  out  to  rest.  The  people  are  said  to  be  trea- 
cherous,  and  as  long  lingered  as  any  of  their  neighbors ; 
indeed,  the  distinctions,  meitm  and  tuum^  are  not  perfectly 
understood  on  any  part  of  the  coast ;  yet,  having  often  laid 
myself  open  to  losses  of  personal  property  without  much 
damage,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  rogues  are  not 
quite  so  bad  as  they  are  sometimes  represented. 

The  dress  of  the  people  is  almost  too  scant  to  be  de- 
scribed. "With  the  men,  it  varies  from  a  piece  of  twine 
and  a  charm  or  two,  to  a  pair  of  pantaloons,  shirt,  and 
tmibrella;  and  with  the  ladies,  from  a  string  of  beads  and  a 
bright  bandana  handkerchief  to  a  whole  petticoat  and  two 
or  three  pounds  of  beads.  Such  is  human  nature  in  Africa. 
Would  that,  like  truth,  it  were  "  when  unadorned  adorned 
the  most."  Then,  truly,  its  beauty  would  be  beyond 
praise. 

The  houses  iat  Accra  are  generally  two  stories  high,  having 
mud  walls,  and  long  steep  roofs  of  grass.  Many  of  the 
buildings  are  of  stone ;  and  the  streets  between  them  are 
seldom  more  than  six  feet  wide.  The  principal  traders  of 
the  place  are  English-bom  nmlattoes  and  blacks.  They 
live  in  comfortable  houses,  and  are,  in  many  instances,  intel- 
ligent and  reliable  men.  The  Wesleyans  have  a  mission 
here ;  and  though,  for  a  few  years  past,  it  has  had  to  strug- 
gle for  an  existence,  it  is  now  improving,  and  rests  at  last, 
we  trust,  on  a  permanent  basis.  The  mission  is  composed 
of  1  missionary,  3  local  preachers,  16  school  teachers,  100 
members,  270  day  scholars.  A  German  Protestant  mission, 
within  fifty  miles  of  Accra,  is  reported  to  be  in  a  prosperous 
condition. 

I  would  here  refer  once  more  to  the  advantages  of  a  litur- 
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gy  among  ree«nt  cony^rts  from  faesthemsm.  Mr.  Boiren, 
who,  like  Baptist  ministers  g^ieraHy,  seems  to  hare  a  very- 
low  appreciation  of  "the  senrice,*'  without  intending  it, 
pays  the  following  tribute  to  its  adaptedness  to  the  tastes 
and  wants  of  Africans:  "To  kneel  a  little  and  to  stand  a 
little,  by  tarns,  to  chant  the  doxology  [?]  and  repeat  the 
Lord's  Prayer  in  concert,  to  bow  the  knee  mechanically 
when  they  repeat  the  name  of  Jesus  in  the  Oreed,  to  ex- 
claim ^  Good  Lord  deliver  ns,'  in  solemn  set  tones  twenty 
times  successively  in  the  responses  of  tiie  litany,"  [Where 
does  Mr.  B.  find  Uiat  litany  ?  Not  m  the  Wedeyan  "  Sun- 
day-service," nor  in  the  Episcopal  Book  of  Common  Prayer] 
"  ail  this  has  a  strong  hold  on  the  hearts  of  the  people^ 
beeause  it  is  eofigenial  to  their  natural  feeHngsJ^  This  he 
says  of"  converts." 

Whatever  may  be  said  of  the  use  of  precomposed  forms 
of  prayer  by  the  masses  of  the  Christian  church,  satisfied 
we  are  that  to  two  classes  they  are  needful,  not  to  say  in- 
dispensable: the  highly  cultivated  in  taste  and  intellect, 
and  the  simple-minded  and  ignorant.  To  the  former,  the 
liturgy  of  the  Episcopal  and  Methodist  churches  fumides 
forms  of  prayer  which,  while  they  meet  wants  of  the  spirit- 
ual  nature,  and  satisfy  in  their  amplitude,  conciseness  and 
sense,  the  demands  of  the  intellect,  are  in  harmony  with  die 
most  cultivated  taste.  To  the  latter,  it  fiimishes  language, 
which,  while  it  fully  conveys  the  devoutest  aspirations  of 
the  soul,  awakens  thought  leading  to  enlarged  desires  and 
conscious  wants.  The  excellence  and  appropriateness  of  the 
many  extemporaneous  prayers  which  we  heard  offered  up  in 
Africa  by  native  Christians,  we  traced  to  that  inimitable 
service  in  which  the  Wesleyan  converts  breathe  their  first 
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TOWS  and  prayers  to  their  newly  found  Sftyi<mr.  It  has 
been  said  that  these  conyerts  repeat  their  prayers  ^*  mechani- 
cally ;'*  that  they  speak  them  "  as  parrots  speak,"  etc.  I 
fonnd  many  school  children  of  whom  these  things  might  be 
said  in  truth ;  but  after  mneh  inquiry  I  have  not  fonnd  one 
Methodist  or  Episcopal  *^  member^  to  whom  the  service  was 
not  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  in  proportion  to  the  intelli- 
gence and  spiritaality,  a  means  of  grace  and  a  ^misher  of 
devotional  thought  and  language. 

To  follow  the  novelties  and  rambUngs  of  (H-dinary  eztem^ 
poraneons  prayer,  adopting  each  new  thought  and  utter- 
ance, in  a  devotional  fi*ame  of  mind,  requires  more  spiritual 
and  mental  disciplme  than  the  Christians  of  Africa  have  yet 
received;  and  perhaps  by  the  time  that  they  shall  have 
received  that  training,  they  will  find  out,  with  John  Ran- 
dolph, that  many  of  such  prayers  are  *'  abominable  to  Qod 
and  man."  There  are  occasions  when  extemporaneous 
prayer  is  needful,  indispensable ;  there  are  occasions,  also, 
when  the  well-digested  forms  which  are  the  birthright  of 
Methodism,  may  be  used  to  advantage  above  any  form  that 
might  be  composed  on  the  spur  of  the  moment.  Wesley 
recognised  this  truth ;  and  it  is  the  glory,  the  strength  of 
Wesleyan  Methodism,  that  it  employs  both  instruments, 
and  thus  adapts  itself  to  all  cipeumstanoes,  and  ^^  aU  sorts 
and  conditions  of  men.**  In  Africa,  we  se^  missionaries 
quite  as  evangelical,  quite  as  zealous,  quite  as  well  supplied 
with  means,  as  the  Wesleyan  missiottaries,  but  we  do  not 
see  the  same  results  followmg  their  labors;  and  atter  a 
careful  study  of  the  effects  of  the  various  creeds,  and  forms 
of  service  and  discipline,  on  the  African  mind,  temperament 
and  surroundings,  we  have  concluded  that  the  secret  oi 
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Wesleyan  saooees  is  m  Wed^yan  trainiBg;  and  that  the 
most  yalnable  iigent  in  this,  coordinate  with  the  class-meet- 
ing, is  the  liturgy  ci  the  Protestant  Church.  In  view  of 
these  &cts,  we  thank  Mr.  Bowen  for  addmg  to  our  aasur- 
anoe  that  ^'these  things  take  hold  of  the  hearts  of  the  peo- 
ple ;"  and  we  verj  pieuriy  ^aculate,  Amen  I  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  clergymen,  non-Mturgical,  speak  so  ligfaldy  as 
they  do  sometimes  of  prayers  sent  down  to  us  by  our 
&thers,  and  perfiuned  with  the  blood  of  the  martyrs.  Still 
farther  is  it  to  be  r^retted  that  they  speak  unkindly,  as 
do  also  the  strict  prayer-book  men,  of  those  who,  wfaiie 
they  will  not  be  tied  down  to  the  liturgy,  do  not  discard  it. 
Above  all,  is  it  not  a  pity  that  modem  Methodist  preadiers 
sometimes  bring  up  the  (^refuted  argument  of  ^^  want  of 
variety," — ^which,  by  the  way,  applies  as  wdl  to  the  Lord's 
Prayer — ^and  speak  lightly  of  the  forms  in  which  yoimg 
Methodism  uttered  her  in&nt  prayers  in  the  nursery  at  Ox- 
ford, and  in  whidi  Wesley,  Coke  and  Asbury,  spoke  their 
most  earnest  petitions  and  benedictions? 

His  excellency  Qoveruor  Bannerman  is  an  English  mulat- 
to, a  refined  and  strong-minded  gentieman,  held  in  great 
respect  by  English  and  American  cruisers,  and  possessing 
great  influ^ice  over  the  surrounding  tribes. 

The  gold  rings  for  which  Accra  is  celebrated  are  manu- 
&ctured  £rom  imalloyed  g^d  by  native  workmen.  They 
are  either  mdded  or  made  <^  plated  wire,  and  are  often 
quite  pretty,  though  roughly  finidied  as  compared  with  tiie 
work  of  civilized  urtisans.  I  sat  by  one  of  these  goidsmiths, 
who  had  his  traps  in  a  littie  court  before  his  house,  and 
witnessed  his  manipulations  for  an  hour  c^  more.  His  tools 
consisted  of  a  hamm^,  a  small  anvil,  two  or^tiireci  pairs  of 
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pincers,  a  cold  chisd  or  two,  and  an  earths  crucible  or 
smelting  pot.  At  first  lie  did  not  seem  to  e^joj  my  intm- 
sicm — ^thought,  perhaps,  that  I  was  learning  the  secrets  of 
his  trade — but  when  I  praised  his  ingenuity,  which  I  did 
honestly,  tor  he  handled  his  tools  well,  he  seemed  pleased 
to  hare  me  remain,  and  showed  me  iq>ecimens  of  his  work. 
The  rings  are  sold  for  their  weight  in  American  or  English 
gold  coin. 

Cowries — small  searshells — (^pec.  Cyprea  moneta)  are 
extensively  nsed  here,  and  on  the  Gold  Coast  generally,  as 
small  change  currency ;  but  they  are  not  very  cQnvenient, 
as  it  takes  2,500  of  them,  about  six  pounds  in  weight,  to 
make  a  dollar.  They  are  imported  from  the  South  Coast, 
or  find  their  way  through  the  interior,  where  they  are  the 
principal  currency. 

An  excellent  article  of  Indian  com  is  produced  on  this 
part  of  the  coast.  That  which  we  have  seen  is  the  variety 
known  among  our  planters  as  the  white  flint  com,  and  this 
is  the  only  kind  which  we  saw  on  the  Gold  Coast.  The 
mode  of  grinding  is  peculiar.  A  slab  of  granite,  or  other 
coarse-grained  stone,  is  set  on  an  inclined  bench  or  bank ; 
the  grain,  after  being  soaked,  is  placed  upon  it  and  rubbed 
by  another  stone  of  the  same  material,  oblong,  and  of  two 
or  three  pounds  in  weight,  which  the  operator  holds  in  her 
hands.  When  reduced  to  the  state  of  hominy,  it  is  rolled 
into  balls  and  sold  in  the  markets.  It  is  generally  cooked 
by  boiling,  or,  rolled  in  leaves,  is  baked  in  the  ashes.  The 
balls  do  not  seem  any  the  less  valuable  for  being  largely 
moistened  by  the  perspiration  of  the  operator,  and  the 
heavy  percentage  of  dead  flies  uid  gnats  that  go  to  make 
up  the  mass.  r  onaT^ 
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Qaselles,  the  moflt.beantilbl  imd  diminutive  members  of 
the  deer  fiunilj,  are  nmneroiv  on  this  part  of  the  coast,  hot 
are  rarelj  taken  aliye,  and  soon  die  in  captivitj*  We  pnr- 
ohased  the  skin  of  one  haying  the  legs  and  feet  attached, 
and  hoped  by  staffing  to  restore  the  oaUines  of  the  anima], 
bat  on  ondertaking  the  task  foond  that  a  krge  portion  of 
the  head  was  wanting.  The  little  creatnre  £rom  which  this 
skin  was  taken  would  have  measared  in  height,  at  the  shoat 
der,  eighteen  inches,  and  in  length  twenty^^foor  inches,  from 
the  nose  to  the  base  of  the  tail.  The  legs  at  the  knee  are 
no  larger  than  a  stoat  goose  qnill,  and  from  that  point  to 
tiie  extremity  of  the  hoof  are  five  inches  long. 

Bat  the  anohor  is  np,  and  we  are  standing  on  <Mr  eowne 
towMxl  the  Yolta  and  the  Niger. 
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CHAPTER  XXn. 

SU.YB  COAST. 

The  River  Volte— Its  Tribes— A  Yankee  Slaver— Topography  of  the 
OoMt  of  Guinea— Is  the  Coast  still  Rising  ?— Dead! j  Shore*— Quita— A 
liative  Kiag— A  Walk  through  Quit»— Hogs— Poultry— GatUe— Fruit 
— ^Parrots  and  Monkejs^A  Modest  Girl — ^Population — SpiDning  and 
Weaving— Baptist  Missionaries— Little  Popo— Grand  Popo— Whyda. 

In  the  afternoon  of  December  23d,  1866,  we  croeed  the 
month  of  the  Riyer  Yolta,  but  so  &r  out  at  sea  as  to  be 
able  to  distmgoish  nothing  but  the  deep  green  ontlme  of 
the  land,  resting  like  a  dark  doud  on  the  horizon.  In  run- 
ning down  the  coast  in  1855,  we  were  as  dose  under  the 
shore  at  this  point  as  was  safe  for  a  vessd  drawing  nineteen 
feet  of  water,  and,  ascending  to  the  mizzen-top,  I  obtained 
a  good  view  of  the  river  and  the  densely  wooded  plains 
through  which  its  dark  waters  roU  to  their  home  in  the  sea. 
Like  most  of  the  rivers  of  Afiica,  this  has  a  very  shallow 
bar,  ten  feet — and  that  at  high  tide— is  its  greatest  depth 
of  water ;  but  when  the  bar  is  (grossed,  the  river  is  navigable 
fer  many  miles. 

The  tribes  who  inhabit  its  banks  have  been  among  the 
most  vigorous  and  crud  prosecutors  of  tlie  dave  strade,  and 
to  this  day  they  are  ready,  whenever  a  Yankee  CTaft  makes 
signal,  to  ship,  in  a  few  hours,  hundreds  of  their  neighbors. 
It  is  said  by  old  traders  on  the  coast,  that,  rather  tlum  suf- 
fer in  their  reputation  for  promptness  in  supplying  *^  live 
cargoes, Viliflee  remorsdess  robbers  will,  when  prisoners  are 
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scarce  and  neighbors  hard  to  catch,  sell  tiieir  wives  and 
children,  and  deliver  them  on  the  deck  of  the  slaver  for  a 
few  dollars  each. 

A  story  was  told  tu  of  a  Yankee  captain  who  viated  Una 
river  lately.  After  paying  the  headmen,  or  traders,  for 
five  hmidred  lively  daikeys,  he  invited  them  into  his  cabin 
to  take  a  drink.  He  was  profuse  in  his  hospitality,  made 
them  all  dmnk,  put  them  in  irons,  sank  their  canoes,  pock- 
^;ed  their  money,  and  got  under  weigh.  Two  of  the 
twenty-flve  thus  taken  jumped  overboard  shortly  after,  and 
were  drowned;  the  remainder  he  sold  in  Cuba  for  four 
hundred  dollars  each ! 

Were  we  to  look  for  this  shrewd  gentleman  now,  he 
would  likely  be  found  occupying  a  neat  cottage,  with  green 
Minds  and  Inrass  door-knobs,  somewl^re  in  Massachusetts,  a 
warm  advocate  of  abolitionism  and  "  higher  law.* 

Could  the  waters  of  this  bar  tell  tiidr  own  story,  we 
would  hear  of  the  tumult  of  revolt  in  slave  caxioes,  and  the 
destruoticm  of  captors  and  captives ;  cries  of  anguish  from 
parents  torn  from  their  children,  and  from  children  torn 
from  their  parents ;  and  of  the  sea  bdng  red  with  the  blood 
of  men,  thrown  a  prey  to  the  ravenous  sharks  which  infest 
these  waters,  in  order  to  Hghtoi  the  slaver  of  her  cargo  on 
the  approach  of  a  man  of  war.  Coxmtless  thouisaiidB  wifi 
arise  from  these  polluted  waves  when  the  sea  shall  give  up 
her  dead  demanding  eternal  vengeance  on  their  heartless 
murderers;  and  among  these  shall  be  mighty  merchants 
and  captains  bearing  the  Christian  name. 

While  we  are  rolling  on  for  Quita,  which  is  still  dghteen 
hours  distant,  we  will  indulge  in  a  note  of  the  c<»npamtlve 

t<4>ography  of  the  shores  of  the  Qulf  of  Guinea,    t 
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Pasdng  along  the  ooast  of  Liberia,  we  pdbited  out  the 
voleanio  formations  and  evidenoea  of  recent  yolcanic  dia- 
torbanoea  abundant  about  Monrovia  (the  coast  of  Sierra 
Leone  bel<mgs  to  the  same  period),  and  these  are  traceable 
as  &r  as  Gape  Pahnas.  At  Ehnina,  we  enter  a  country,  or 
surface  rather,  of  a  more  ancient  period,  characterized  hj 
numerous  ccmical  hills  and  narrow  valleys,  an^  bearing 
abundantly  formations  of  the  plutonio  and  metamorphic  sys- 
tems :  granite,  gneks,  quartz,  sandstone,  etc. ;  and  in  the 
vaJleys,  an  anrif^ous  or  gold-bearing  alluvium.  The  bluffs 
in  the  vicinity  of  Accra  (that  upon  which  the  English  fort 
stands  we  ascertained  to  be  thirty-six  feet  high)  indicate 
that  dieir  highest  strata  were  once  on  a  levd  with  the  sea, 
emd  during  long  periods  received  the  action  of  the  wave& 
This  diows  the  elevation  of  this  part  of  the  eoast  also ;  an 
^ect  wMeh  likdy  was  produced  by  the  same  forces  which 
{MTotruded  vdcaiuc  matt^,  and  more  decidedly  marked  the 
sur&ce  on  the  coast  fur^er  north.  It  has  been  thought  that 
the  diore  of  the  Gold  Coast  continues  to  rise,  or,  as  some 
express  it,  that  the  sea  continues  to  retire;  but  the  foundations 
of  die  forts  of  Elmina  and  Cape  Coast  Castle,  which  stand 
<m  the  beach,  do  not  indicate  any  change  of  position  in 
relation  to  higlKwater  mark,  since  their  establishment,  three 
hmndred  and  fifty  ye^rs  ago. 

How  &r  this  system  extends  into  the  interior  or  coast- 
wise eaft  of  Accra,  we  are  not  prepared  to  say,  having  left 
the  eoast  at  that  point,  but  as  we  approach  the  Yolta  we 
enter  a  district  which,  along  the  gulf  at  least,  is  more 
recent  than  either  of  the  two  districts  just  referred  to. 
Timbered  savannas,  marshes,  sand-beds  and  lagoons  diver- 
sify its  sur&ce ;  and  tins  continues  to  be  its  character  down 
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to  the  deltas  of  the  Niger,  and  perhaps  beyoad.  The 
lagoons  which  here  traverse  the  beach  are  from  a  htmdred 
yards  to  two  miles  in  width;  they  receive  many  large 
creeks  and  streams,  and  are  gradually  filfing  up  with  earUiy 
and  vegetable  matter.  The  bar  which  divides  them  from 
the  sea  is  rapidly  widening  by  the  accumulation  of  sand 
thrown  up  by  the  action  of  the  tide-waves ;  and  wh^  ihe 
present  cham  of  lakes  is  filled,  the  causes  whidi  produced  them 
will  produce  others  still  further  seaward.  Such,  ddubtless, 
has  been  the  process  in  the  formation  of  this  low  and  fenny 
coast.  Pestilence  broods  over  it  continually,  and  woe  to 
the  white  man  who  sleeps  even  for  a  smgle  night  beneath 
her  deadly  breath.  Traders  and  cruisers  anchor  a  mile  from 
the  shore,  and  have  learned  by  sad  experience  never  to 
delay  their  return  to  the  ship  after  sunset.  Yet  the  natives 
of  this  country  are  hearty-looking  races.  Missionaries  have 
braved  its  dangers,  and  endured  them  for  a  while,  sustained 
by  Him  who  tempereth  the  winds  to  the  shorn  lamb;  but 
African  fever,  whidi  on  the  Gold  Coast  is  rare,  is  here  pre- 
valent and  &tal,  and  tiie  white  man,  sooner  or  later,  mse^ 
&31  before  it. 

The  white  houses  of  Quita  are  glistening  in  the  nuMnnng 
sun,  and  look  cool  and  dieerful  amidst  the  cocoanat  forests 
which  surround  and  shade  them.  When  we  visiled  tlus 
place  twelve  months  fM^viously,  the  king  paid  a  viait  to  our 
ship ;  but  we  had  been  sufficientiy  amused  by  African  kiiiga» 
and  attached  but  little  importance  to  his  vi^t.  He  called 
on  the  commodore  and  commander,  and  th^i  condeaceDded 
to  the  ward-room,  where  he  spent  a  cou{^e  of  homv  in 
moody  silence.  I  gave  his  highness,  quite  unintentionally, 
an  unpardonable  offence,  by  askmg  him  if  he  was  not  vioo- 
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Toy  to  the  king  of  Dahomey.  Assuming  a  scowl  of  injured 
dignity,  he  replied,  "  No ;  I  king  mese»f,  an*  bigger  dan 
king  ob  Domys  !**  Whatever  may  be  his  relation  to  Da- 
homey now,  his  tribe  were  long  tributary  to  that  great  inte- 
rior kingdom,  as  have  been  most  of  the  tribes  on  the  Bight 
of  Benin.  But  so  vain  and  unreliable  are  AMcan  chiefs,  that 
it  is  impossible  to  obtain  from  them  any  truth  regarding  the 
extent  or  relations  of  territories.  His  majesty  wore  a  straw 
hat — ^the  only  whole  straw  hat  I  ever  saw  on  the  head  of  a 
heathen  ebony — a  white  cotton  jacket,  and  a  blue  cotton 
scarf  folded  into  the  shape  of  a  petticoat.  He  carried  a 
large  gold-headed  cane  in  his  hand,  had  heavy  gold  earrings 
in  Us  ears,  and  a  dozen  or  more  gold  rings  on  his  fingers.  I 
was  for  a  while  the  only  entertainer  of  the  king  in  the  ward- 
room ;  and  having  occasion  to  step  out,  I  found,  on  my 
return,  mjvaiei  de  chambre^  a  black  ward-room  boy,  trying 
to  persuade  his  majesty  to  accept  of  a  bundle  of  old  clothes 
and  shoes,  in  exchange  for  a  few  of  his  gold  rings.  I  sent 
my  tiger  on  deck  to  report  himself "  for  impudence,"  and 
made  an  apology  to  his  majesty,  for  which  I  received  a  royal 
grunt.  I  fear  the  old  gentleman  entertains  a  low  estimate 
of  American  respect  for  black  royalty. 

On  the  morning  of  December  24,  1856,  we  came  to  an- 
chor within  two  n[iiles  of  Quita.  As  our  purser  was  going 
ashore  to  buy  beeves,  I  accepted  his  offer  of  a  passage,  and 
took  a  walk,  of  several  hours'  length,  in  the  town  and  its 
vicinity. 

The  white  houses  which  present  so  imposing  an  aspect  to 
a  beholder  in  the  roadstead,  are  two  story  buildings  of  stone, 
occupied  by  the  king,  and  by  English  merchants  of  African 
blood.    The  small  fort  on  the  beach  is  one  of  those  lately 
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porobased  by  England  from  Denmark.  It  oontains  a  few 
brass  guns,  and  is  oooapied  by  a  sergeant  and  corporal's 
guard.  The  houses  of  the  natives  resemble  those  described 
at  Elmina,  bat  they  are  generally  more  cleanly,  not  so  dose 
together,  and  are  not  quite  so  abundantly  supplied  with 
lizards  and  snakes — ^reptiles  that  are  largely  represented  in 
the  huts  of  AMcan  towns,  and  which  live  on  terms  of  inti- 
macy with  the  women  and  children.  These  finakes  are  large 
and  black,  and  are  regarded  by  the  natives  with  religious 
reverence.  To  kill  one  is  a  serious  offence,  and  the  mur- 
derer may  consider  himself  doomed  to  a  life  of  misfortune 
and  a  death  of  psdn. 

Quita  is  the  Cincinnati  of  Guinea.  The  hogs  seem  to  be 
as  numerous  as  the  people,  and  have  villi^es  of  Uieir  own 
on  the  neighboring  beadi  and  in  the  rear  of  the  town.  The 
poultry  market  is  well  supplied,  but  the  prices  are  high. 
Cattle  are  abundant  but  small.  The  full  grown  bullocks 
which  we  purchased  did  not  average  two  hundred  pounds, 
gross,  and  cost  twenty  dollars  a  head,  lliere  are  no  large 
cattle  on  the  West  Coast,  and  those  that  are  there  produce 
inferior  meat.  Plantains,  cocoa-nuts,  and  pine  apples  are 
abundant  and  good.  We  bought  a  few  jane-^ples  in  the 
morning  at  ten  cents  eadi,  and  in  the  evening  a  few  more 
at  ten  cents  a  dozen.  This  will  give  the  reader  some  idea 
of  the  unsettled  state  of  prices  in  AMcan  markets.  Parrots 
and  monkeys  were  offered  us  at  two  dollars  each  fer  the 
birds,  and  '*  what  you  like  give"  for  the  little  tailed  boys. 
African  heats  had  cooled  our  love  for  pets,  but  fearing  that 
we  should  not  agfdn  visit  the  shore  in  the  grey  parrot  re- 
gion, which  extends  seven  or  eight  degrees  on  eachmde  of 
the  equator,  and  remembering  that  we  had  jquieted  the  tu^ 
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Trdl  sobs  of  oar  ^little  Willie,''  with  the  promise  of  a 
^^  Polly,"  I  purchased  a  red-tailed  prattler,  which  afterward 
tamed  oat  to  be  a  remarkable  bird.  The  African  parrot  is 
intelligent,  long-lived,  and  capable  of  imitating  any  tone  of 
voice,  or  soond  of  mosioal  instrament. 

After  strolling  in  the  hot  son  for  an  hoar  or  two,  my  com- 
panion, Lieotenant  H.,  proposed  that  we  should  rest  awhile 
among  a  few  nmbrageoas  cocoa-nat  trees,  which  stood  near 
a  large  hat  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town.  We  knocked 
down  some  green  nats,  and  seating  oorselves  comfortably 
oommenoed  $4Mmf^mg  the  cool  fluid  whidi  Thomson  d^ 
scribes  as 

'*  More  beAuteoufl  &r  than  all  the  frantic  Jnice 
WMch  Bacchus  pours.** 

While  thus  engaged,  a  young  lady  from  the  hut  at  our 
backs  came  to  claim  pay.  She  did  not  discover  that  we 
were  white,  until  in  answer  to  her  call  we  faced  about ;  she 
uttered  a  scream,  and  bounded  like  a  deer  back  to  the  hut; 
and  like  a  deer  h^  bounds  were  unembarrassed  by  hoops  or 
skirts.  After  a  while  she  gained  courage  enough  to  come 
to  the  hedge  of  the  garden  and  motioned  to  us  to  leave  the 
pay  on  the  ground.  We  dropped  a  piece  of  silver,  which? 
when  we  had  removed  a  few  hundred  yards,  she  picked  up 
and  acknowledged  by  bows  and  pourtesies.  ^ 

The  people  of  Quita,  who  number  5,000,  are  more  industri- 
ous and  modest  than  any  of  the  tribes  that  we  have  seen  to 
the  north  or  west  of  them.  We  saw  several  women  spinniug 
cotton  with  a  distaff— a  slow  process  truly ;  an  active  Amer- 
loan  woman,  with  a  wheel,  could  spin  more  than  forty  of 
them  together — ^and  others  weaving,  on  very  simple  looms, 
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cotton  doth  six  inches  wide.  At  the  entrance  of  the  town, 
•nd  near  the  king's  house,  we  saw  two  rude  images  of  stone, 
around  which  were  scattered  sheQs  of  eggs  that  had  been 
broken  as  a  sacrifice  on  the  heads  of  these  deities.  This  is 
the  nearest  approach  to  idolatry  that  we  have  seen  in  Africa, 
and  these  are  not  properly  idds,  as  they  are  not  invoked. 

The  surf  was  running  to  a  terrific  height  when  we  left 
the  diore  in  the  evening.  We  went  through  it  in  a  large 
canoe,  paddled  by  tw^ity  yelling  savages,  and  snrromided 
by  scores  of  ravenous  sharks,  which  came  within  a  few  fieet 
of  us,  and  seined  anxious  for  a  taste  of  white  man — Uadc 
man  is  very  common  &re  with  them.  Accidents  are  here 
numerous  and  fiital. 

The  bark  Hermitage  came  to  anchor  alongside  of  us  in  the 
course  of  the  day.  She  had  on  board  the  Rev.  Messrs. 
Priest  and  Carson  and  their  wives;  all  on  their  way  to 
Lagos,  whence  they  were  to  go  up  to  Yoruba,  to  join  the 
Baptist  mission  in  tiiat  country.  They  are  all  sonthemers, 
and  persons  of  high  standing.  We  intended  visiting  them, 
but  the  commodore  ordered  the  ship  to  sea  immediately  on 
our  return  from  shore.    God  grant  them  healdi  and  suc- 


Sixty-five  thousand  gallons  of  palm  oil  were  exported 
from  Quita  in  the  year  1855.  Ivory,  honey,  hides  and  wax 
in  small  quantities.  v 

In  December,  1855,  we  went  to  the  northeastern  extre- 
mity of  the  Bight  of  Benin,  visiting  the  towns  of  little  Popo, 
Grand  Popo,  and  Whyda. 

Little  Popo  contains  a  few  houses  in  the  European  style, 
residences  of  black  merchants,  and  with  the  n:iany  brighdj^ 
colored  flags  which  they  display  when  a  war  ship  passes, 
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tlMy  present  a  pretty  appearance.  George  Lawson,  a  colored 
nian>  who  claims  to  be  an  English  subject,  is  king  defaoto^ 
and  the  principal  merchant  of  the  place.  He  can  famish  yoa 
with  anything  produced  in  Africa,  from  a  chicken  to  a  cargo 
of  slaves.  George  wears  the  clothes  of  a  European,  has  tra- 
velled in  "  de  Europe,"  is  a  rich  man,  and  an  enormous 
scoundrel.  Great  Popo  is  a  place  of  no  interest.  The  town 
composed  of  mud  huts  nestled  among  cocoa^ut  trees,  stands 
on  the  beach.  Nothing  but  the  signal  of  a  slaver  can  bring 
out  its  lazy  inhabitants. 

Whyda  is  a  town  of  several  thousimd  lazy  and  dirty 
people.  It  is  situated  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  shore,  on 
the  banks  of  a  lagoon.  Several  of  its  native  merchants  are 
men  of  wealth,  but  very  unreliable.  Pigs,  poultry,  and 
fhdt  are  abundant  and  cheap.  At  all  of  these  places,  and 
also  at  Bad&gry,  the  second  town  to  the  south  of  us,  the 
Messrs.  Button,  of  London,  have  agencies  for  the  purchase 
of  palm  oil  and  other  native  productions.  We  were  desirous 
of  visiting  Badagry,  as  there  are  a  few  Methodist  mission- 
aries there  of  whom  the  English  officers  whom  we  met  at 
Whyda  spoke  in  the^iighest  praise.*  These  tribes  are  all 
attached  to  the  kingdom  of  Dahomey,  but  many  of  them, 

*  The  Methodist  missionary  force  on  tlie  Gulf  of  Guinea  may  be  thm 
stated :  Stations  10 ;  missionaries  10 ;  school  teachers  100 ;  local  preachers 
(nativee)  27  ;  churches  20 ;  communicants  and  probationers  2,000 ;  day* 
school  scholars  1,500 ;  persons  who  attend  preaching,  and  are  more  or 
less  under  missionary  influence  10,000.  Besides  these,  there  are  three 
mission  stations  supported  by  the  churches  of  the  English  Missionary 
Society,  and  two  or  three  German  missions.  The  interest  which  the 
gOTcmment  of  Great  Britain  takes  in  her  Guinea  possessions  is,  in  part, 
evidenced  by  her  annual  expenditure  of  more  than  $40,C00  in  maintain- 
ing Ibrtt  for  the  protection  of  English  traders.  This  does  not  include . 
any  of  the  expenses  of  her  African  fleet 
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presenring  their  Isngoage  and  national  peoiiIiaritieB»  are 
governed  by  a  viceroy  appointed  by  the  king  of  that  country. 
Lagos,  an  important  trading  and  mission  town,  isnear  at  haad.^ 


•  Exports  op  Lagos. — The  town  of  Lagos  is  founded  on  the  northern 
extremity  of  a  small  island  of  the  same  name,  and  may  be  considered  as 
the  seaport  town  of  Dahomey  and  Benin«  The  following  are  the  qoanti- 
ties  and  value  of  the  exports  for  the  year  1857  : 

Palm  OII«  4,M8  tons,  yalne, $l,lll,fM 

lTor7, 94,118  lbs.,          '*             Sl^OO 

868  bags  Cotton,  aTeraging  189  lbs.,  yalue, 17,950 

OoUon  Olothi,  naUTe  woTen,  50,000,    ••           .....  125,000 

Total  yaloe,  ...••••    $1,275,900 

The  value  of  the  palm  oil  annually  exported  from  the  shores  of  Benin 
must  be  something  like  ten  millions  of  dollars.  This  oil  is,  and  is  destined 
to  be,  the  staple  of  the  West  Coast  In  its  production  but  little  c^»ital 
or  labor  is  required,  and  nothing  is  to  be  feared  from  competition.  En^ 
lish  cotton  buyers  are  doing  much  to  encourage  the  cultivation  and 
cleaning  of  cotton  on  the  West  Coast,  with  t]ie  hope  of  bringing  it  into 
competition  with  American  cotton,  and  thus  free  themselves  from  Iheir 
present  total  dependence  on  the  southern  planters.  Should  this  hope 
ever  be  realized,  it  will  not  be  by  the  present  or  the  next  generation  of 
buyers.  Indeed  we  think  it  highly  questionable  whether  the  time  OTer 
will  come  when  the  effect  of  African  cotton  in  the  markets  of  fiuropo 
will  bo  to  cheapen  the  American  staple. 

Other  crops  will  be  found  more  profitable,  and  require  less  labor ;  the 
cost  of  producing,  cleaning,  and  exporting,  with  the  present  means  for 
cultivating  and  ginning,  are  such  as  to  prevent  its  being  sold  in  England 
for  less  than  the  American  cotton  (the  civilization  whioh  will  improve 
the  means  will  also  increase  the  price,  by  increasing  tiie  wants  of  the 
producers),  and  withal  the  cotton  is  of  inferior  quality. 

The  highest  classification  that  it  has  received,  and  that  from  the  most 
sanguine  friends  of  Africa,  is  "  middling  fiur,"  and  that  by  the  time  it  is 
landed  in  Liverpool  will  cost  quite  as  much  as  New  Orleans  middling. 
We  wish  our  Liberian  friends  success  in  their  cotton-fprowing  enter|m«e. 
The  production  of  a  few  hundred  thousand  bales  of  African  cotton,  annu- 
ally, in  the  English  market,  would  be  an  advantage  to  the  American 
planter  in  giving  steadiness  to  prioes.    The  qua&ttty  of  cotton  exported 
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But  the  reader  must  be  tired  of  coasting,  and  the  monotony 
of  Gninea  towns ;  so  let  ns  away,  for  change  and  recreation, 
to  the  beaatifiil  Isles  of  Biafra. 

fipom  the  West  CoMt,  in  1858,  was  220,000  lbs.— equal  to  the  crop  of 
some  of  our  HisBissippi  plantatioos. 
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CHAPTER   XXIII. 

ISLANDS   OF  BIA7BA. 

Geography — Opinion  of  the  Ancients — Scenery,  Vegetation,  etc — ^The 
Inhabitants — ^Fernando  Po ;  discoyered ;  ceded  to  Spain ;  leased  to  the 
English;  Clarence;  Grave  of  Lander — Prince's  Island,  Appearanee, 
Discovery,  Colonization,  Inhabitants,  Romanism,  etc. — Naiads — SC 
Thomas — ^Annobon — Corisco — ^Presbyterian  Mission. 

In  the  Bight  of  Biafra,  and  between  the  parallels  of  longi- 
tude 5^  and  9^  east,  and  latitude  4^  north  and  2^  south, 
are  situated  four  beautiful  islands,  Fernando  Po,  Prmce^i 
Island,  St.  Thomas,  and  Annobon.  Like  most  islands  of 
volcanic  origin,  these  are  high,  jagged  and  broken  in  out- 
line ;  their  surfitces  are  varied  bj  abrupt  hills  and  moun- 
tains, chasms,  deep  and  tortuous  valleys,  relieved  oceasion- 
ally  by  plateaus  and  gentle  slopes.  Their  grotesque  nnn- 
mits,  terminating  in  dome  or  turret  or  spire-like  maasei,* 
pierce  the  clouds ;  during  the  ramy  season,  these  heights 
are  bathed  in  ceaseless  showers,  and  when  the  storm  pre- 
vails, the  lightnings  which  flash  from  the  Uiunder-ciouds 
which  they  attract  to  their  sides,  give  them  the  appear- 
ance of  volcanoes  ejecting  streams  of  liquid  fire  &r  into  the 
sky. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  the  ancients,  and  indeed  of  the 
modems,  until  the  navigators  of  Portugal  penetrated  the 
tropic  of  Capricorn,  that  the  regions  of  AMca  whidi  lie 
near  and  beyond  the  equator,  were  parched  by  intoleraUe 
heats  and  droughts,  and  produced  neither  yniy«»j  nor  vec^ 
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table  life,  exoept  noxioiu  weeds  and  poisonous  reptiles. 
The  heats  of  Cancer  and  Capricorn  are  oppressiye,  it  is 
true,  and  in  a  great  part  of  Africa  almost  intolerable  to  the 
white  man ;  but,  so  &r  is  the  rest  of  their  picture  from 
being  correct,  that  rains  are  more  abundant  in  the  tropical 
portions  of  A£rioa  than  in  Europe. 

Nature,  as  if  to  compensate  for  the  intensity  of  the  heat, 
grants  them  cool  breezes,  dewy  nights,  and  refreshing 
thimder-stonns,  with  a  liberality  unknown  beyond  these 
realms  of  light.  Hie  islands,  though  in  the  latitudes  of 
eternal  smnmer,  are  clothed  with  the  richest  and  most 
luxuriant  yegetation ;  even  the  tallest  peaks  are  green  with 
the  bramble  and  creeping  vines  which  find  life  in  the  moist 
«»d  soil-filled  creyices ;  and  in  many  of  the  deep  valleys,  so 
dense  is  the  canopy  of  foliage,  spread  by  huge  timbers  and 
parasitic  shrubs  which  grow  upon  their  branches,  that  sun- 
beams never  enter  to  scatter  the  mists  of  morning.  In 
these  shades  the  atmosphere  is  always  moist  and  cool,  and 
here  birds  of  gayest  plumage  congregate,  to  find  shelter 
from  the  heat  of  noimtide ;  and  scaly  reptiles,  and  busy 
insects  make  in  them  their  abodes.  The  clouds  which  shed 
constant  moisture  on  the  mountain  tops  are  feeders  of 
streams,  which,  after  leaping  firom  diff  and  crevice  on  the 
heights,  pursue  a  serpentine  course  down  the  slopes,  foam- 
ing and  roaring  as  they  go;  and,  after  winding  with  more 
sober  pace  and  sofler  music  through  the  deep  and  shady 
valleys,  and  giving  drink  to  man  and  beast  on  the  way, 
es^er  the  bright  bosom  of  the  tropical  sea.  The  islands  are 
as  ridi  and  varied  in  fruit  as  they  are  abundant  in  flora. 
The  ^^  goodly  boughs"  o£  the  palm-tree  yield  constant 
harvests ;  the  delicious  pine^ipple,  the  juicy  sour  sop,  the 
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mellow  banana,  the  deUcat*  rose-apple,  the  milkj  ooco»4iiiA, 
and  the  usefiil  bread-fhiit,  grow  wild  upon  the  hSkides ; 
and  the  cocoa4ree,  and  the  ooffee-tree,  yield,  without  oolti- 
Tation,  a  luxuriant  fruitage. 

What,  it  will  be  a^ed,  are  the  character  and  eonditkn 
of  the  human  inhabitant  of  abodes  where  nature  dweUa  in 
such  majestj  and  beauty  ?  ^^  Qire  me  the  geography  of 
any  oountry,''  bsljb  M.  Victor  Cousin,  ^  and  I  will  gi^e  70a 
the  character  of  its  inhabitantm,''  Without  wattaig  to  hear 
the  philosophioal  guessing  of  the  yenerable  &ther  of  eoleotio 
philosophy  (for  philosophy,  which  in  its  ideal  state  is 
reasoned  truths  is,  as  applied  to  this  and  most  other  |Mra^i- 
eal  questions,  but  reasoned  ffHeaS'Work)^  we  will  give  yoa 
conclusions,  drawn  from  actual  observation.  A  few  there 
are  who  prefer  philosophy  to  experience ;  but  y#u  and  I, 
dear  reader,  are  not  yet  learned  enough  to  be  of  that 
exalted  class*    But  patience  a  mfoment. 

The  most  northern  of  these  islands  is  Fernando  Fo.  It 
was  discovered  in  the  latter  part  of  the  fifteenth  oratory  by 
a  Portuguese  nobleman  named  Femao  do  Poo,  who, 
charmed  with  the  beauty  of  its  a^^earance,  called  it 
Formosa* 

Alphonso  v.,  reigning  sovereign  at  the  tkae  of  tiie 
discovery,  out  of  honor  to  his  enterprising  sobjeet,  named 
the  island  Femfto  do  Poo,  which  title  sooti  passed  by  eai^ 
transition  into  Fernando  Po. 

A  colony  of  Portuguese  was  planted  on  it  soon  after  ks 
discovery;  the  coknnsts  reduced  the  natives  to  slarery, 
and  increased  the  number  of  the  riaves  by  importationa 
from  the  opposite  coast.  Wars  and  financial  embarrass- 
ments turned  the  attention  of  the  mother  oomitry  firont  lirar 
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oolony  in  Biafira ;  many  (^  the  first  settlers  were  carried  off 
by  fereiB ;  cabers  intermarried  with  the  negro  inhabitants ; 
and  the  island  was  left  for  maoy  generations  in  the  pos- 
session of  a  mongrel  and  indolent  race.  In  1728  it  was 
coded  to  Spain,  in  exchange  for  the  island  of  Trinidad,  W.  I. 
It  is  still  in  her  possession,  but  England  has  made  some 
ineflbeeable  impressions  on  the  character  of  its  inhabitants. 
It  was  fer  Mireral  years  m  tiie  possesfl^on  of  the  EngHsh  by 
m  lease  flum  the  Spanish  crown ;  they  remored  to  it  several 
hundred  partially  ciyilhsed  blacks  from  Oape  Coast  and 
Sierra  Leone,  and  deposited  there  several  cargoes  of 
reeai^nred  slaves.  They  made  some  ef^rt  to  purchase  the 
ifllBttd,  but,  fidiing  in  this,  the  project  of  establiidiing  there 
a  colony  of  £ree  bkdks  was  abandoned. 

The  valkys  and  Ullodes  are  heavily  tknbered  with 
vafaiable  wood;  the  soil  is  exceedingly  fertile,  and  well 
watered ;  the  dimate  is  healthy,  as  compared  with  that  of 
the  a^acent  coast ;  and  it  is  to  be  regretted,  fer  the  sake 
of  Christianity  and  civiKsatioa  in  Africa,  that  it  is  not  in 
the  possession  of  a  more  liberal  nation  than  Spain.  The 
EngUsh  Baptists  have  there  a  mission  which  has  accom- 
plished much  good ;  and  among  the  English  oolonists — ^the 
emigrants  from  Sierra  Leone  and  Cape  Coairt^ — there  are  a 
few  Wedeyans,  and  a  few  Episcopalians.  The  English 
town  stffiads  at  the  head  of  Clarence  Cove,  a  safe  and  pretty 
harbor ;  it  is  a  coal  depot,  and  the  terminus  of  the  West 
African  Steamship  Line.  A  few  of  the  residences  of  the 
Englii^  c^oials  are  tasteful  in  appearance  and  surroundings, 
bot  the  town  generally  is  void  of  interest. 

The  colored  population  (6,000)  is  a  degraded  and  igno- 
rant mass — thievirii,  indolent,  inoffensive,  usekss  beings. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ 


254         PEBSONAL  ADTXNTI7BE8  AND  OBaEBVATIONB. 

Contact  with  Ghristiaa  rnkdonariesy  and  ciyiliied  men  of 
color,  is,  bowever,  gradually  eleyating  this  mass,  mod  p«w 
meating  it  with  moral  and  intellectual  life :  but  we  lire  in 
daily  expectation  of  bearing  that  the  Spanish  goYeiBment 
(which  has  once,  already,  silenoed  the  Baptist  miasioiiarifie) 
has  driven  the  teachers  of  truth  from  the  idaiid« 

Clarence  is  destined  to  be  a  place  of  great  ocMoimeMul 
importance.  It  is  already  important  as  a  depot  of  pa2m-o2, 
cotton,  and  other  Afrinan  ^rodnctioBs;  and  when  the 
English  shall  have  fiilly  opeiied  the  trade  of  tiie  Nsg<e£,  •& 
enterprise  in  which  they  are  engaged  with  a  zeal  tbat  is 
sure  of  success,  it  will  be  the  oommerdal  mart  ci  westaen 
Africa.  On  this  island  sleeps  Lander,  the  d]S0OYer^>  of  the 
nK)uths  of  the  Niger.  The  heavy  strdkes  of  the  paddle* 
wheel  and  the  rush  and  roar  of  steam  engines,  as  they  serve 
the  interests  of  African  commerce,  and  verify  his  prophecy 
in  developing  the  trade  resources  of  the  Niger,  will  soon 
cheer  the  l<meline8s  of  his  resting-^dace.  and  form  be&ting 
music  to  the  memory  of  om  who  spent  his  life  in  pre- 
paring the  way  for  commerce  and  civilization  in  Afrioa. 

We  entered  West  Bay,  Prince's  Island,  in  the  forenoon 
of  Dea  27th,  1855,  and  remained  there  until  January  2, 
1856.  Tired  with  the  sameness  of  the  shore  scenery  m  the 
Bight  of  B^iin,  and  sick  of  the  disgusting  phases  which 
humanity  presents  on  the  coast  of  Guinea,  we  hailed  wkh 
joy  the  leaf-dad  peaks  of  Prince's  Island,  as  they  loomed 
up  in  the  mellow  sunlight  of  that  December  mommg ;  and 
nature,  arrayed  in  equatorial  splendor  and  loveliness, 
seemed  to  be  inviting  us  to  communion  with  hersel£  It 
was  the  rainy  season ;  heavy  showers  had  fidlen  the  pre- 
vious night  J  the  atmosjdiere  was  cool,  and  the  land  breeae 
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was  fireah  and  invigoratiog.  The  steep  and  conical  hills 
which  rise  &om  the  beach  to  the  height  of  several  hundred 
feet,  formiBg  the  foreground  of  the  scene,  were  covered  to 
their  summits  with  vegetation  of  the  richest  green ;  here  a 
lunge  bread-£rnit,  and  there  a  giant  palm,  raised  their  proud 
beads  above  the  surrounding  timber ;  streams  le^^d  £:om 
the  hiUs,  as  if  moved  by  sportive  life,  forming  here  roaring 
and  serpentine  torr^ats,  and  there  bounding  over  cUfb  of 
wfldest  ccmtonr,  forming  cascades  which  glistened  in  the 
iBoming  sun  Uke  streams  ot  pearls  and  diamonds.  The 
blue  sunuaer  ocean,  as  if  in  sympathy  with  the  serenity  of 
tbe  morning  and  the  calm  beauty  of  the  scene,  rolled 
around  us  in  gentle  undulations,  and  laved  the  shores  of  the 
lovely  island  with  waves  that  made  music  in  their  flow. 
Our  beautiful  ship  glided  into  the  snug  little  harbor,  as  if 
drawn  by  some  attraction  on  the  shore,  and  at  8  ▲.ir.  we 
dropped  auidior  in  twenty  &<iioms  of  water. 

Prinoe's  Ishund  was  discovered  on  the  17th  of  January, 
1471,  by  the  Portuguese  nav^ators  Santarem  and  Escabor, 
who  called  it  San  Antonio,  out  of  req>ect  to  the  patron 
aaant  of  the  day  on  which  it  was  discovered.  The  name  was 
some  time  after  changed  to  Prince's  Island,  because  its 
rev^mes  were  appropriated  to  the  oldest  son  of  the  king 
of  Portugal  It  is  nine  miles  long  and  seven  broad,  and  is 
situated  in  lat.  l""  25'  north,  and  long.  7^  20'  east.  It  was 
ooknized  soon  afler  the  island  of  Fernando  Po,  and  for 
awhile  received  much  attention  from  the  crown  of  Portugal ; 
but  its  trade  and  importance  have  been  gradually  declining 
for  a  century  ixc  more.  Its  population,  which  numbers  near 
5,000,  may  be  dassed  as  follows :  mixed  bloods,  150 ;  white 
Portuguese^  who,  excepting  two  or  three  priests,  ^e  govern- 
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ment  offio^^  26  or  30 ;  free  negroefl,  1,150.  Tbe  romainAer 
are  slarea.  Tlie  mulaktoes  are  a  flteklj-lookkig  race,  htA 
the  negroes  are  well-bmlt  and  inteUigeat4ooldi^  ftUows. 
So  &r  as  they  are  anyld^g  reHgioiuly,  ihej  are  Raamaiata^ 
and  they  know  just  as  m«di  about  Bomaaisaa  as  BomanMin 
knows  about  them,  and  no  more}  but^wherein  they  aM 
lacking  in  knowledge  of  the  teachings  of  the  chnxoh,  Uiey 
snpply  thems^ves  with  snp^stitiims  brought  by  tbeo' 
fiithera  from  the  banks  of  the  Qaboon.  Juc^^ing  ftom 
their  i^pearanee,  we  would  say  that  the  most  pronfaiait 
articlesof  belief  among  ih^n  are  opposition  to  work,  ek^hes^ 
and  soap  and  water.  Any  change  in  their  cml  or  social 
eondition  would  be  an  adranoottent,  for  th^  oeeo^y  the 
nepluB  uUra  of  human  ignorance  and  debasement. 

^  The  world's  a  stage  and  all  the  men  and  women  ptay^ns," 
quoth  William.  Will  some  friend  of  William  tell  us  what 
part  these  chaps  pky  m  the  tragedy,  or  comedy,  which  you 
please,  of  human  life  ?  We  once  assigned  them  a  place  on 
the  stage  with  the  grofq>  who  play  at  do4iothiBg;  but  a 
moment  after  we  remembered  that  the  fellows  wffl  not  < 
play;  and  i^ain  we  wdre  puided  to  find  any  room  for  1 
on  this  world's  stage.  Thi&j  may  be  holding  tiiemsebraa  in 
resan^  for  some  important  act  in  tiie  drama  ai  tiie  life  to 
come. 

St.  Anthony,  the  only  town  of  the  island,  stands  at  the 
head  of  a  bay  of  the  same  name,  and  ccmtiuns  about  hatf  tbe 
population.  Its  buildings  show  rigns  of  a  taste  and  an  enter- 
prise in  the  people  whidi  hare  long  psssed  away.  Lai^ 
quantities  of  sugar  were  formerly  produced  here,  but  tbe 
present  insignificant  exports  are  confined  to  eofl^  and  coeoa, 
both  of  superior  quaKty,  and  a  littfe  camwood  and  ebonj. 
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The  only  remarloible  person  of  tJie  island,  and  the  largest 
ifeye  and  land-owner  on  it,  in  Madame  Fereira,  a  lady  of 
ecoentric  but  strong  and  cnltlTated  mind,  who,  like  Lady 
Hester  Stanhope,  prefbrs  the  associations  of  half  savage  life 
to  the  restraiats  of  civilized  and  enlightened  society.  West 
Bay  is  a  BiyoTite  resort  with  our  Afiican  cruisers,  llie 
water  is  excellent;  fruits,  pigs,  ponl^  and  wood,  are 
abundant  and  cheap ;  but  let  Ae  cmiser  be  eareftd  to  bark 
and  smoke  his  wood  well  before  taking  it  on  board,  lest  he 
conyey  to  his  diip  scorpions  and  tarantulas,  which  are  here 
nmnerons  and  poisonous.  If  not  afraid  cf  anacondas  and 
yemmiotis  reptiles  without  number,  he  may  take  his  gun 
asid  amuse  himself  in  hunting  monkeys ;  but  if,  like  the 
writ^,  he  lears  to  break  the  sixth  commandment  by  shoot- 
ing these  little  couans  of  the  human  biped,  he  can  prome- 
nade the  little  strand  at  the  head  of  the  bay,  bathe  in  the 
ced  stream  which  empties  near  the  landing,  and  gather 
rare  specimens  for  his  herbarium  or  geologicid  collection ; 
refreshing  himself  occasionally  with  a  delicious  pine-apple 
or  juicy  sour-sop;  accompanied  the  while  by  the  shrill 
wiiisiles  of  the  gaily  plumed  king-Miers  as  they  pounce 
upon  the  unwary  mkmows  of  the  rapid  stream.  We  haye 
a  tingMng  recollection  of  a  bath  we  took  one  day  in  said 
stream,  in  company  with  friends  B.  T.  and  W.  Diyest- 
ing  ourselyes  of  the  unnatural  habits  which  tailors  make 
for  us,  and  ciyilized  taste  requires  us  to  put  on,  we 
plunged  into  a  dear  and  well-shaded  pool.  We  had 
scarcely  entered  when  a  couple  of  ebony-colored  lasses 
made  their  appearance  on  the  bank  a  hundred  yards  aboye 
us,  and,  supposing  that  the  example  of  dviHeed  men  might 
be  safely  fdlowed,  they  too  laid  adde  ail  mmatural  append 
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ages  of  penon  and  entered  the  stream.  Ye  nymphs  of 
Solyma,  thonght  I,  what  next  1  We  aj^roadied  the  cover 
of  some  large  rodbs,  there  intending  to  hide  and  bide  oar 
time,  but  as  one  of  oar  ofaaps  woald  look  at  them,  they 
thoaght  that  we  were  interested  in  their  innocent  gambols, 
and  kindly  wishing  to  give  as  a  nearer  yiew,  they  came 
bounding  from  rock  to  rock,  and  pool  to  pool,  until  they 
were  in  oar  rery  midst.  Oar  memories  of  what  followed 
are  rather  c<mfused ;  bat  we  have  a  distinct  recollection  of 
the  disappearance  of  sundry  white  legs  beacing  bundles  of 
clothes  into  the  neighboring  boshes,  snakes  or  no  snakes  I 
We  arriyed  on  the  beach  in  time  to  see  one  of  the  party 
emerge  from  a  thicket  with  his  pantaloons  in  his  teeth  and 
his  shoes  in  his  hands,  the  remainder  of  his  wardrobe  having 
tarried  behind  on  the  bushes  to  mark  the  path  of  his  an- 
gallant  retreat. 

We  did  not  visit  the  islands  of  St.  lliomas  and  Annobon, 
but  the  following  notes  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  the 
reader.  St.  Thomas  was  discovered  a  few  weeks  before 
Prince's  Island,  and  by  the  same  navigators.  It  was  named 
after  the  patron  saint  c^the  day  of  its  discovery,  December 
21st.  It  is  the  most  important  of  the  Isles  of  Biafira  in 
population  and  commerce.  Its  exports  of  cofifee,  cocoa, 
lignum  vitm  and  ebony,  are  by  no  means  insignificant,  and 
its  popalati(»i,  which  is  variously  estimated  at  from  ten  to 
fifteen  thousand,  two-thirds  of  whom  are  slaves,  is  said  to 
be  more  enterprising  and  intdligent  than  that  of  its  neigfa- 
bor.  Annoboo,  or,  as  it  is  written  by  the  Portugaese, 
Anno  Bon— good  year— was  discovered  ten  days  after  J8t. 
Thomas,  and  by  the  same  navigators— ii^oee  pOot,  by  the 
way,  was  one  Martino  Fernandez— It  was  colonized  by  Porw 
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tuguese  iu  the  sixteenth  century*  SlAves  were  conveyed  to 
it  froip  the  neighboring  coast  ^  bat  the  c<dony  did  not  pros- 
per, and  the  island  was  soon  left  in  possession  of  the  skyes. 
The  population  at  present  is  estimated  at  8,000.  It  is  the 
smallest  of  the  Islands  of  Biafra,  and  is  but  seldom  visited. 
It  abounds  in  fruits,  and  produces  lignum  vitm  and  ebony. 
The  coast  which  lies  c^posite  to  these  islands  is  a  fertile, 
well  watered  and  populous  country.  That  portion  of  it 
which  is  bounded  north  by  the  Oameroon  moimtains,  and 
south  by  the  northern  boundary  of  tiie  district  of  Loango, 
contains  numerous  tribes,  known  by  the  general  name  of 
Pongees*  Rev.  J.  Leighton  Wilson,  in  his  valuable  work 
on  "  Western  Africa,"  tells  us  that  several  of  these  tribes 
are  distinguished  for  their  mental  and  physical  develop- 
ments. Midway  on  the  shore  of  this  district  is  the  Bay  of 
Corisco,  and  in  it  is  an  island  of  the  same  name,  on  which 
the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  has  established 
a  mission.  In  common  with  all  other  missions  in  Africa, 
this  has  met  with  reverses.  Mrs.  Mackey,~Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Simpson,  Mrs.  WillisMns,  the  noUe  companion  of  our  dearly 
beloved  brother  and  fellow  statesman.  Rev.  E.  T.  Williams, 
now  of  Monrovia,  and  perhaps  others  since  we  left  those 
latitudes,  have  given  their  lives  for  its  ransom.  But  Pres- 
byterians are  not  to  be  discouraged;  they  advance  like 
heavy  artillery,  slowly,  it  nwiy  be,  but  with  firm  tread  and 
resistless  force.  The  language  of  the  Coriscoes  has  been 
reduced  to  writing  and  grammatical  construction,  and 
through  it  access  may  now  be  had  to  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  adjoining  tribes.  The  time,  we  think,  is  not  distant 
when,  through  their  instrumentality,  the  tribes  of  the  Muni, 
the  Gaboon  and  the  Congo,  shall  hear  in  their  ow  tongues 
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the  tidings  of  Balyation  in  the  name  of  Jesos.  We  hnmUy 
offer  onr  concurrenoe  in  the  opinion  of  the  respected  author 
quoted  above,  that  the  lives  of  our  missionaries  on  the  West 
Coast  might  be  prolonged  bj  frequent  visits  to  the  more 
elevated  of  these  ishmds. 

But  the  Magellan  Clouds  and  stranger  constellations  are 
bidding  us  wdoome  to  the  soulliem  hemisphftre;  our 
coursers  are  set,  and  we  are  gliding  gently  tinrough  the 
equatorial  oalms  toward  St.  Paul's,  Loando.  Health  to  the 
lovely  isles,  and  graoe  to  the  Christian  mission  in  the  Bight 
ofBiafra. 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

SOTJTHERN     GUINEA. 

lodicatiODS  of  Approach  of  Land — Croanog  the  Moath  of  the  Congo— 
lioango — Geography,  Climate,  Harbors,  Population,  Beligion — Congo 
RiYer — English  men-of-war  and  Yankee  Clippers — Humanity  (!)  of 
American  Slavers — Geography  of  Congo— Ethnology — ^The  Congoes — 
Topography— 'Trade— Slavery,  domestio— fieligion  of  the  Congoes— 
Converdon  to  Roman  Catholicism — Relapse  to  Heathenism,  and  why 
— ^Religious  Character  of  the  African. 

On  the  Idth  of  Janriaiy,  1856,  while  standing  to  the  south 
before  a  seyen  knot  breeze,  we  encountered  patches  of  drifl, 
composed  of  sticks,  bamboo,  grass,  and  other  river  debris; 
land  birds  lighted  on  the  rigging,  and  the  water  assmning  a 
muddy  tint,  indicated  that  we  were  near  land,  and  in  the 
mouth  of  a  large  river.  An  observation  at  meridian  showed 
that  we  were  crossing  the  mouth  of  the  Congo,  the  most 
noted  and  important  river  of  Southern  Guinea :  noted  for 
tbe  number  of  slaves  which  it  has  furnished  to  North  and 
South  America,  and  the  West  Indies;  and  important  for 
the  trade  in  ivory,  palm  oil,  rhinoceros  tusks,  and  other 
African  productions,  which  has  long  flourished,  and  is  now 
rapidly  increasing  on  its  banks  and  tributari^  We  trust 
that  the  time  is  near,  when  it  will  be  known  as  the  port  of 
entry  to  the  Mis»on  stations  of  Congo  and  I^oango.  On 
tbe  north  bank  of  the  Congo,  and  stretching  along  the  coast 
of  the  southern  borders  of  Pongo,  lies  the  territory  of 
liOango,  commonly  called  the  kingdom  of  Loango.  It  would 
be  more  correct  to  say  the  kingdoms  of  Loango,  as  the 
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countiy  is  inhabited  by  several  tribes,  who  maintain  inde- 
pendent governments. 

This  country,  which  is  bomided  eastward  by  a  moontain 
chain  called  Sierra  del  Crystal^  or  Crystal  Momitains,  is 
said  to  be  densely  populated,  and  fertile,  and  more  healthy 
than  any  other  part  of  the  coast  within  the  same  distance  of 
the  equator.  It  possesses  two  excellent  harbors,  Loango 
proper,  and  Kabenda ;  and  cruisers  who  have  visited  these, 
report  good  markets,  and  live  stock  and  v^etables  at  low 
prices.  The  population  is  variously  estimated  at  from  sixty 
to  one  hundred  thousand.  Some  of  its  tribes  are  distin- 
guished for  intelligence  and  ingenuity.  When  Roman  Ca- 
tholicism held  sway  over  the  adjoining  kingdom  of  Congo, 
the  people  of  Loango  also  became  nominally  Christians ;  but 
they  soon  returned  to  the  native  religion,  which  is  a  mixture 
of  fetishism,  Romanism  and  idolatry. 

The  Congo  River  was  discovered  by  Portuguese  naviga- 
tors in  the  year  1486  ;  and  on  the  banks  of  its  upper  waters, 
and  at  the  foot  of  the  Crystal  Mountains  they  established 
a  trading  station,  call  St.  Salvador,  which  has  become  noted 
in  the  history  of  African  trade  and  slaving.  The  river,  which 
is  six  miles  wide  at  its  mouth,  possesses  a  good  bar,  and  is 
navigable  to  large  vessels  for  several  miles,  affording  safe 
anchorage.  Knowing  the  people  on  its  banks  to  be  ardent 
lovers  and  prosecutors  of  the  slave-trade,  the  English  keep 
a  war  steamer  constantly  cruising  about  its  mouth;  but 
under  cover  of  the  American  flag,  a  Yankee  clipper  goes  in 
occasionally,  and  watching  an  opportunity,  glides  out  with 
a  cargo  of  "  ebony  and  ivory,"  alias  gentlemen  and  ladies 
of  color.  Sometimes,  however,  the  traitorous  winds  leave 
them  becalmed  on  the  bar,  or  theyjn§J^e$  mistake  in 
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"  gueanng  "  as  to  the  whereabontB  of  the  maii-o£>war,  or  an 
accident  be&Us  them  in  their  flight,  and  they  £i]l  an  easy 
prey  to  the  British  Lion.  This  lion,  when  he  goes  to  sea, 
has  a  voracioas  appetite  for  kinky  heads  and  black  &ces, 
and  when  he  sees  a  cargo  of  them,  he  will  pomice  upon 
them  irrespective  of  the  flag  that  maybe  floating  overhead. 
The  dependence  of  the  clipper  is  her  heels,  and  when  fcom 
light  winds,  or  other  causes,  these  fldl  her,  it  not  nnfre- 
quently  happens  that,  as  a  dernier  pa$j  she  discharges  her 
load  of  hnman  beings  into  the  sea,  and  escapes  while  her 
hamane  pursuers  are  trying  to  rescue  the  helpless  victims  of 
civilized  cupidity  from  the  himgry  sharks. 

Between  J^he  Congo  River  and  the  northern  boundary 
of  Angola  lies  the  kingdom  of  Congo,  so  called,  perhaps, 
for  the  reason  that  at  some  remote  period  the  territory  with 
its  mimy  tribes  was  under  the  rule  of  one  sovereiga.  like 
Loango,  it  is  at  present  composed  of  several  independent 
communities,  speaking  different  languages,  but  much  re- 
sembling each  other  in  the  form  of  government  and  in  do- 
mestic institutions.  The  roots  of  their  languages,  as  well 
as  their  j^ysical  characteristics,  indicate  a  conmion  origin 
with  the  tribes  of  Loango ;  which  cmgin  has  been  referred 
to  an  extenmve  fitmily  of  the  plains  of  the  interior.  The 
ethnological  relations  of  the  tribes  of  Afiica,  particularly  of 
western  and  central  Afiica,  have  been  but  little  studied ; 
and  owing  to  the  want  of  history,  the  amalgamation  of 
tribes  and  languages  that  have  taken  place  by  conquest,  and 
the  physical  changes  which  have  followed  migrations  from 
the  mountiuns  to  the  seaboard,  or  vice  veredj  but  little  light 
is  to  be  expected.  To  philology  rather  than  i^ysiology  are 
we  to  look  for  anything  useful  or  satisfiK^ry  on  this  subject. 
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The  GoDgoM,  uAder  vrbkh  general  mane  we  iocliide  the 
variouB  tribes  iahkbiting  the  Congo  country,  are  an  athleUo 
and  loog-Uved  peoj^e ;  quite  as  intelligent  as  any  of  tbe 
tribes  of  Uj[^r  Guinea^  and  more  so  than  most  of  them ; 
indined  to  industry  aboye  their  brethren  to  the  north  of  the 
equator,  and  not  laekiag  in  ingenuity,  as  their  canred 
vooden  images,  spoone,  and  dishes,  and  well  woven 
and  brightly  ccdored  grass  oloths,.  will  testify*  Their 
oouBtry  is  vastly  varied  in  sur&oe  and  soenery.  Wid^ 
plains  basking  in  the  sunshine  of  perpetual  summer^  moun- 
tain ranges  sufficiently  high  to  maintain  the  average  tem- 
perature, and  vegetable  forms  of  the  temperate  zones.  The 
soil  is  everywhere  rich ;  the  streams  abound  in  fish;  the 
forests  are  full  of  game ;  the  river  horse  still  pkm^^  in  the 
flood ;  and  birds  of  gayest  plum^e  make  day  feasant,  and 
nig^t  doiefol,  with  their  chatterings.  The  statdy  antelope^ 
the  heavy  rhinooeros,  the  graeeful  giraffe,  and  the  solemn 
elei^ant,  still  browse  in  the  virgin  woods ;  and  litms,  leo- 
pards, and  hyenas  prowl  in  the  oanebrakes  and  jungles  of 
the  valleys. 

The  teeth  of  large  animtis,  as  well  as  the  tudcs  of  the  d^ 
phant,  are  valuable  in  trade ;  palm  oil,  gums,  and  dye-woods 
are  abundant;  and  the  grass  €k)th8  of  native  manufectnre» 
with  fnrs  and  skins,  find  ready  sale.  With  such  reeooroea 
at  hand,  it  is  to  be  expected  that  the  Congoes  would  be  a 
trading  peofde,  and  such  they  have  been  and  are  ;  but  sq 
profitable  has  been  the  slave-trade  that  it  has  monopoliaed 
their  capital  and  enterprise,  and  the  more  laudable  and  ele- 
vating  branches  of  industry  have  been  negleoted  in  oonae- 
quence.  But  a  change  has  takax  place ;  the  dave^rade  haa 
been  effectually  erippled,  and  measures  are  now  in  progieaa 
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which  will  soon  destroy  it  entirely.  A  temporary  suspension 
of  labor  followed  the  suppression  of  the  favorite  traffic ; 
poyerty  and  suffering  came  soon  after,  and  with  these  a  step 
backward  in  a  moral  degradation  that  seemed  abready 
complete ;  for  even  "  in  the  lowest  deep  ^  of  AfHoan  depn^ 
vity  tiiere  is  a  ^^  lower  deep."  Reaction  is  in  progress ;  and 
the  Congoes,  driven  byneceanty  to  more  laborious  occupa- 
tions than  making  forays  for  the  purpose  oi  stealing  their 
neighbors'  wives  and  diildren,  are  learning  tibat  other 
branches  of  trade  may  be  made  profitable.  Stations  £>r  legal 
traffic  are  opening  along  the  shores  of  southern  Guinea ;  the 
quantity  of  exports  and  the  consumption  of  imports  are  in- 
creasing annually,  and  at  a  rate  almost  incredible  to  the 
particularly  uninformed ;  and  soon  the  slave-owners  of  this 
portion  of  Africa  will  find  it  more  profitable  to  work  their 
slaves  than  to  sell  them.  This  we  regard  as  the  grey  dawn 
of  civilization  in  Africa.  The  advocates  of  the  "universid 
and  unqualified  abolition  of  slavery,''  should  mourn  over 
this;  for  though  it  will  close  l^e  foreign  fdave-trade,  and 
save  humanity  from  the  recounted  horrors  of  the  "middle 
passage,"  it  will  confirm  and  strengthen  the  domestic  slavery 
of  Afirica. 

The  Oongoes  are  counted  among  the  peqoles  that  have 
relapsed  from  Christianity  into  barbarism,  and  the  infidd 
of  the  next  century  will  present  their  history  as  evidence 
of  the  unadaptedness  of  Christianity  to  certain  classes  or 
conditions  of  the  human  race.    A  word  of  this. 

Roman  Catholicism  was  imported  into  Congo  by  the  first 
traders  and  settlers  from  Portugal,  and  under  the  protec" 
tion  of  that  crown.  In  the  latter  part  of  tiie  ^eenth  cen- 
tury, companies  of  Cfq>uch]ns,  and  ol&er  miseionaries,  were 
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0ent  into  Ccmgo.  Thej  were  reoeiyed  irith  &vor ;  tiwj 
foaih  ohnrdies,  established  monasteriefl,  made  conrertB  of 
and  baptized  princes ;  and  in  less  than  a  quarter  of  a  oentnrj 
afleir  their  arrival,  Congo  was  reported  as  having  Mubraeed 
the  ^'  Catholic  &ith."  Dnring  the  two  centuries  fi^owiiig, 
these  baptised  savages  were  obedioit  to  the  dicta  and  dis- 
cipHne  of  tiie  church.  Then  followed  a  centnry  of  reaotkni ; 
the  nntamed  heaithen  chafed  in  a  harness  thatt  had  become 
cumbeiwnne ;  the  rdnsof  priestly  disctplinie  were  teAt  to  be 
too  tight  for  the  unbroken  steed ;  and  the  lash  of  spiritual 
drivers,  long  annoying,  became  intoleraUe.  Wars,  pro* 
moted  by  the  dave-trade,  raged  among  the  tribes  of  Ocsigo  ; 
communities,  long  severed,  were  driven  togetlier  for  mutual 
protection ;  they  assumed  their  originai  forms  of  govem- 
ment,  and  with  them  the  heaUienism  of  their  ftthen,  whadt 
had  been  suffered  to  grow  under  the  shadow  of  the  drarch, 
as  a  means  of  conciliating  heathenish  tastes.  Hie  priests 
saw  their  followers,  one  after  another  in  quick  eneocoafcm 
returning  to  their  original  sup^stitions  and  neglecting  the 
ingrafted  rites,  because  not  suited  to  their  tastes  and  wsata. 
DishMTtened  and  de^ylsed,  they  retired  £rom  the  faithlisai 
field,  and  in  this,  the  year  of  grace  1859,  there  are  no 
traces  of  CathoUcism  to  be  found  among  th^n,  except  here 
and  there  a  decayed  temple,  the  p&elure  of  a  saint,  or  a 
crucifix,  and  to  these  the  present  generation  attach  a  hea- 
thenish significance* 

That  Roman  GathoUdsm,  as  a  religious  system,  has  not 
the  power  to  raise  a  barbarous  peo^  to  a  h^  d^ree  of 
dviliiation  and  practical  Ohristiamty,  wiH  not  be  wondered 
at  by  Protestants ;  but  that  in  Congo,  the  relapse 
Catholicism  to  heathenism  should  have  beorBO  socldeB  i 
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oomidete,  is  mstter  of  wonder  to  Protestants  and  Oatbolios 
aBke.  YarioHS  oaases  haye  been  asrigned  for  thfa  by  l^e 
friends  ofRoroanism :  the  diaracter  of  the  people ;  the  hos* 
tilky  of  the  elimate ;  want  of  adequate  patronage  firom  the 
ehardi,  and  <»¥il  powers  abroad,  etc.  We  Tentore  to  ofier 
to  t^e  reader  a  few  reasons,  whitfa,  to  onr  mind,  satis&cto* 
rilj  exfMn  the  matter^  The  peopU  wer6  no^  UMUffhi.  Thb 
religion  presented  addressed  the  senses  only ;  the  inteUeot 
and  tiie  moral  sense  w^«  negkoted—HM)  mueh  so,  that,  after 
two  hundred  years  of  contact  with  the  systooi,  the  peojde 
w^fe  advanced  bat  little  morally,  not  at  all  int^lectnally. 
The  observation  of  feasts  and  &sts,  of  saint's  days  and 
masses,  penance  and  sacraments,  the  conning  of  rosaries 
fflod  the  redting  of  prayers  in  Latin,  possess  in  themselves 
no  means  of  enlightenment,  no  power  to  eradicate  ihe 
ev3  passions  of  the  heart,  or  to  gmde  aright  afl^ections 
prone  to  sin.  The  varied  tinsel,  and  gorgeous  symbols  ot 
Bomanism,  attracted  the  curioflity  nxA  amused,  as  gaily 
eol6red  toys  sttraetand  interest  children ;  but  never  having 
been  led  into  the  pidlosophical  or  spiritoal  significance  of 
these  things,  tiie  hold  which  the  spiritless  form  had  on 
the  afiectiens  of  the  people  was  weak  indeed ;  and  hence, 
when  the  new  religion  came  in  contact  wiA  temporal 
interests,  it  was  easily  abandoned. 

The  eonvenion  of  the  nrnweeioasmerefy  nominal.  l%e' 
baptism  of  a  prince  or  leader  was  the  signal  for  the  baptism 
of  his  fiftaves  and  adherents,  and  these,  so  l<»Dg  as  they 
pleased  their  masters,  cared  little  fer  the  significance  or 
olffigation  of  the  ordinances  received.  While  the  kings 
professed  Rbmanism,  tiie  people  also  professed  it;  indeed, 
the  divil  rf^rs  required  that  the  people  o^^f  ^f^^^^ 
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all  rites  enjoined  by  the  priests,  and,  when  the  kings  re- 
turned to  heathenism,  the  people  readily  retoised  with 
them. 

Meathenism  had  not  been  destroyed.  The  Bonuoifla 
tanght  was  a  barbarized  Ghristiaiiity.  The  Oapiidunfiisni 
and  after  them  the  Jesuits,  purstied  the  erroneous  polii^ 
of  attracting  the  savages  by  eompromicuig  with  the  natifs 
religiim  and  christening  its  rites.  'iHie  peo{^  mi§^t  stfll 
believe  in  witches,  and,  as  a  preventtTe  of  th^  evil  is- 
flnenoes,  charms  might  be  worn,  but  a  cross  or  a  crown 
must  be  substituted  for  the  grUgru.  Wooden  figvea 
might  still  be  regarded  wiUi  reyer^iee,  but  the  imooatk 
native  fetish  must  give  place  to  the  Virgin  and  the  bam- 
bino. Taboo  days  must  be  catted  &&t  days;  and  to  ab- 
stidn  from  flesh  and  butter  on  Fridays,  was  no  barddiip 
to  people  who  but  seldom  tasted  the  <Mae,  and  had  ner^r 
seen  the  other.  Native  cos^jurers  were  idlowed  to  prac- 
tise their  tricks,  because  the  clergy  expected  soon  to  play 
at  the  same  game  under  pret^aoe  of  working  nuiiacles ;  and 
these  men,  by  way  of  maintaining  their  own  trade,  kq)t 
alive  the  sapemtitions  and  traditions  of  f^^ishism.  So  £yr, 
to  become  Christians  was  an  easy  matter ;  and  so  far  oqly 
were  the  masses  ever  Christiaxdxed.  Of  the  essential  doc- 
trines of  the  New  Testament,  the  atonement  by  Christ,  and 
justification  by  &ith,  they  knew  no  more  than  if  these  tnths 
had  never  dawned  on  man's  spiritual  night.  What  wonder, 
then,  that  the  forms  of  Romanism,  when  they  lost  the  <diazBi 
of  novelty,  and  were  felt  to  be  cumb^mme,  should  have 
been  easily  abandoned  ibr  the  fooaa  of  a  heatbenism  bet- 
ter adapted  to  savage  tastes  and  ideas  ?  And  what  w«ad^ 
that,  when  the  priests  lost  the  asristance  of  a>fiNreign  mows. 
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irHh  whioli  tbey  oommaioed  their  work,  and  the  influenoe 
of  native  prmces,  through  whom  they  had  long  exercised 
tTramiical  rule,  the  transition  to  the  native  religion  should 
have  been  as  rapid  as  it  was  easy?  Considerhig  that 
through  aU  liieir  history  these  people  have  been  shockingly 
Ignorant,  morally  base,  and  socially  and  domestically  brutal, 
and  that  they  have  oyer  pursued  practices  and  entertained 
ideas  at  yananoe  with  intellectual  deTelojmnent,  and  moral 
and  soci^  adyanoement,  how  unjust  it  is  to  say  that  they 
were  once  Christians  t  EquaUy  unjust  is  it  to  say,  that 
the£ttlure  of  Romanism  in  Ccmgo  and  Loango  is  to  be 
attributed  to  the  want  of  capacity,  or  to  any  unimproyable 
quality  in  the  negro,  or  to  the  unadaptedness  of  Christianity 
to  his  mental  and  external  conditions^  Nothing  but  a  mon- 
grel and  spurious  Christianity  has  eyer  been  ofr(^ed  to  the 
Coi^o,  and  that  without  pr^aring  him  for  its  reception : 
and  we  might  add,  on  authority  not  to  be  despised,  that  the 
odtfor  was  made  by  men  whose  conduct  was  not  always,  or 
eyen  generally,  such  as  to  secure  confidence.  The  honest 
skeptic  will,  therefore,  admit  that  the  experiment  of  Christ- 
ianizing the  Congoes  is  yet  to  be  made«  "We  have  no  fears 
of  the  result,  when  sudi  trials  shall  be  &irly  made,  and  we 
are  anxious  to  see  the  missionaries  of  evangelical  and  apos- 
tolical truth  in  this  inviting  field. 

But  are  we  not  admitting  too  much  when  we  say  that 
the  experiment  is  yet  to  be  made  ?  In  the  southern  States, 
we  can  find  hundreds  of  the  descendants  of  Lower  Guinea- 
men  who  are  intelligent  and  reliable  servants,  and  sincere 
Christians ;  and,  in  Sierra  Leone,  we  have  seen  native  Con- 
goes  who  are  educated  and  polished  men,  and  lively  mem- 
bers of  the  church.  P  onaT^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOyiC 


270        PERSONAL  ADYXanrDSBB  AMD  OBSEBTATIOHS. 

The  Afirican,  we  think,  will  deyelop  tBsihetio  taatet;  the 
imaginaticwi  predominates ;  idealit  j  will  be  his  mental  dia- 
racteristic.  The  form  of  religion,  therefore,  that  is  to  exei^ 
dse  power  oyer  his  lifei,  and  to  take  fii^n  hold  of  his  affec- 
tions, must  not  be  devoid  of  ritual  and  s  jmboUsm ;  an  asoe- 
ticised  religion  will  not  suit  him ;  bat,  at  the  same  time,  it 
must  possess  the  vital  element.  It  must  be.religk>n  in  eam- 
estt  beautiful  in  its  external  modes,  and  full  of  yigoroos, -pul- 
sating life ;  a  rdigion  that  can  be  felt  aa  weH  as  ae^i — in 
short,  the  religion  of  Jesus  and  of  Paul*  Give  them  this — 
give  the  Congo,  the  Ashantee,  the  Mandingo,  that  lorm 
of  religion  whidk  insists  on  h<Ay  living  and  spiritual  oom- 
munion  with  Grod ;  possess  them  once  with  the  conscious 
hopes  of  a  better  life,  let  them  once  see  the  beauty  of  the 
truth  as  it  shines  in  the  &ce  of  Jesus,  and  hear  the  harmony 
of  a  holier  world  as  it  sounds  through  tiie  Gospel  of  the 
grace  of  Gk>d,  and  feel  the  throbbings  of  the  life  eternal  in 
the  soul,  and  we  have  no  fears  of  rdapses  into  barbarism ; 
no  doubts  of  the  trium][^  of  truth  in  Africa  through  the 
cross  of  Christ. 
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AJSfQOUu 

A  Dun  Horning — ^Tropical  Philosophizing — Bay  of  Loando— Scenery— 
Hatbora  and  Gommeroe— A  Ple«uuit  Evenings- A  Glorious  Sunset— 
Thoqgltti  of  Home— Going  Ashor»— Fishing  and  Water  Boats— Tho 
Fier— The  Bishop^s  Chair — Suggestions  by  the  Ohair — St.  Paul— Native 
Karket — ^The  Biter  Bitten— Sir  (George  Jackson— Popuktion— Loando 
— KeBgion  Bxports  and  Imports. 

A  HAZY  morning  was  that  which  dawned  on  us  on  the  16th 
of  January,  1856.  Not  the  haze  of  rain  and  winter,  but 
that,  which,  in  the  tropics,  precedes  a  day  of  terrible  heat. 
It  was  a  sluggish  morning ;  the  clouds,  scarcely  visiblei 
seemed  fixed  in  the  heavens ;  the  atmosphere  was  motion- 
less ;  there  was  a  heavy  swell  in  the  sea,  but  the  sur&ce 
was  glassy  and  dead,  as  the  face  of  the  stagnant  pool.  Our 
ship  rolled  on  the  crestless  wave,  like  a  helpless  wreck,  and 
the  sails  drooped  heavily  from  the  yards ;  the  men  moved 
silently  about  the  decks,  and  tardily,  as  if  clothed  in  lead ; 
and  orders  were  passed  quietly  and  executed  slowly.  The 
wardroom  officers  still  sat  around  the  break&st-table, 
moodily,  solemnly,  as  if  in  the  presence  of  the  dead ; 
breathing  was  laborious  and  unsatisfying,  and  conversation 
lagged  in  long-drawn  monosyllables.  Nature  seemed  to  be 
in  deep  sleep,  and  the  sympathetic  spell  spread  over  sea 
and  ship,  mind  and  matter.  Time  was  in  motion.  ^'Two 
bells''  (0  o'clock),  cried  the  orderly,  as  if  waking  firom  a 
dream;  "two  bells,"  muttered  the  messenger  boy,  as  if 
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talking  in  sleep ;  and  two  strokes  of  the  bell  rolled  sloi^ 
through  the  heavy  atmosphere.  The  master's  mate  came 
into  the  ward-room  with  muffled  tread,  and  wrote  ux  the 
log,  "  Thermom.  96°— wet  bulb  84°.» 

"We  tried  to  cool  ourselves  with  the  remembrance  that 
twelve  months  before,  we  walked  round  our  good  ship  as 
she  lay  fast  bound  in  the  thick  ice  of  the  Delaware.  We 
pictured  to  ourselves  the  snow-covered  fields  at  homei)  and 
friends  going  out  into  the  cool  blue  air,  muffled,  booted  and 
gloved.  But  it  was  no  use.  Ima^ation  may  make 
drunken  men  sober,  and  sick  men  well,  and  poor  miai 
happy,  and  wise  men  fools,  but  it  canH  make  sinners  oool — 
nor  saints  either  as  to  that — when  the  mercury  is  at  96**  in 
the  shade,  and  there  is  no  wind. 

"Pain  and  pleasure  are  but  ideas.''  Thank  you.  Dr. 
Berkeley  I  Fire  in  the  blood,  and  suffocation  in  the  lungs 
are  mere  "ideas;"  in  plain  prose,  all  imagination  I  sup- 
pose ;  but,  somehow,  we  can't  help  believing  that  th^e  is  a 
perception  of  heatjpcr  w,  when  perspiration  pours  from  every 
pore,  and  men  gasp  for  oxygen  like  down-chased  turkeys. 
•*  Nihil  est  in  inteUectu  quod  non  pritis  fvdt  in  sensu,^ 
says  LeibnitE.  That  sounds  more  to  our  liking.  Peroeption 
comes  with,  but  after,  sensation ;  but  sensation  is  not  with- 
out an  object.  Yes,  our  ideas  are  dependent  on  our  senses, 
and  our  senses  on  things.  "Qualities  of  things,''  saj  you: 
the  combined  qualities  are  the  thing  itself  "  Matter  ^per  se ' 
is  a  nonentity,"  says  Ferrier.  "All  idea"— nonsense  1  PoBy 
in  the  steerage  who  has  no  ideas,  nor  intellect  to  perceive, 
nor  imagination  to  create,  showed  that  she  had  knowledge 
of  heat — she  drooped  her  wings,  and  ruffled  her  feathers,  and 
solenmly  refused  to  say  anything  hut  "poor  Polly.'-     The 
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liltle  pigs,  idealesB  little  pigs,  in  the  manger,  suspended 
gmnting;  and  the  monkeys,  unreasonable  monkeys,  in  their 
boxes,  confined  their  gymnastics  to  fanning  themselves  with 
their  tails.  Try  it  when  you  please,  my  Berkeleyan  friend, 
and  you  will  find  that  with  ninety-six  degrees  of  h«at  and  no 
Iwreexe,  you  haive  something  else  than  an  "«{fea"  that  you 
are  hot.  We  submit  this  digression,  dear  reader,  as  a  speci- 
men of  the  way  we  do  philosophy  Mid  logic  in  the  tropics, 
when  the  thermometer  is  at  96®  in  the  shade,  and  no  breeze. 

*'  Oh  for  a  breeze,  a  squall,  anything,  anything,  for  this 
terrible  stfUness— this  living  death  !^  said  one.  Motion  of 
some  sort !  Motion  is  health,  life,  happiness,  everything  I 
Heaven  is  represented  as  a  rest,  but  with  constant  employ- 
ment. "No  night  there,"  because  no  need  of  sleep — 
constant  strength,  constant  activity,  constant  life ! 

Motion  came.  The  clouds  began  to  move;  the  haze 
cleared  away ;  a  pleasant  breeze  filled  our  sails,  and  at  10 
A.M.,  we  saw  the  high  land  of  Loando  looming  above  the 
eastern  horizon.  The  breeze  fireshened;  the  high  clifib 
rose  out  of  the  sea ;  we  entered  the  broad  and  beautiful  bay 
of  Loando ;  and,  an  hour  before  sunset,  cast  anchor  a  mile 
and  a  half  from  the  town  of  St.  Paul. 

There  was  much  in  the  scenery,  that  evening,  to  tempt 
us  to  forget  that  we  were  in  Afirica.  The  high  and  strati- 
fied cliflfe  of  the  older  formations  lining  the  beach  on  our 
lefl ;  before  us,  the  white  houses,  castellated  walls,  spires 
and  domes  of  a  large  an4  European-looking  town ;  beyond, 
and  on  a  high  protecting  mass  of  primitive  rock,  an  exten- 
sive and  well-built  fortress,  above  which  floated  the  endgn 
of  Portugal.  On  our  right,  a  low  and  pretty  island, 
extending  five  or  six  miles  into  the  sea,  forming^with  the 
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shore-line  an  acute  angle,  and  having  its  ovter  exlremiCy 
bent  toward  the  land,  thus  a£fording  to  the  bay  proteetion 
from  the  previdling  iidnds  and  heavy  seas  of  the  Atkntie ; 
and  around  us  were  veasek  bearing  the  odors  of  vaxiovis 
nations,  among  which  were  prominent  the  stars  and  stripOB. 
Some  one  has  said,  that  ^*  nature  has  given  good  harbors 
to  those  countries  which  she  designs  to  be  largely  oobi- 
merciaL''  If  natural  harbors  are  tiie  only  kidioatora  of 
what  a  country  may  be  in  oommerce,  it  foDomi  tkat 
western  AMoa  is,  and  will  ever  continue  to  be,  ii»g- 
nificant  in  this  regard ;  for  her  good  harboni  are  very  ftw, 
and  very  &r  between.*    Of  the  many  places  which  we  have 

*  Referring  to  this  passage,  a  worthy  and  scientifio  officer  of  the  nary, 
who  has  spent  two  years  on  the  African  stadon,  says :  *'  Nature  has  sup- 
plied the  want  of  harbors  on  the  West  Goast  of  AfHca,  by  pUoin^  tiie 
entire  Uoe  of  anchorage  under  the  lee  of  a  coast,  over  whtoh  all  tbo 
storms  rise,  and  from  which  they  all  blow  to  seaward.  She  has,  there- 
fore, not  constituted  the  West  Coast  an  exception  to  the  real  rule  Aat 
'  she  has  giren  a  shettered  anchorage  akmg  the  coast  of  a  oouitry  wliioh 
she  demgns  to  be  largely  commercial.*  '* 

To  this  we  reply :  that  will  hardly  be  considered  an  anchorage  faTor- 
able  to  a  large  commerce,  in  which  Tcssels  roll  heavily  at  their  anchora ; 
and  where,  owing  to  the  sort,  landing  in  the  boats  of  merchantmen  is 
seldom  attempted,  and  the  cargoes  of  traders  are  carried  off  in  natire 
canoes.  Such  is  the  anchorage  opposite  most  of  the  trading  towns  on 
that  part  of  the  West  Coast  which  lies  to  the  north  of  the  equator. 
Canoe  hire  is  cheap;  but  tho  prooess  of  loading  by  this  means. ia 
tedious,  and  in  commercial  matters,  as  in  most  others,  time  is  money. 
Besides,  the  loss  by  damage  in  this  mode  of  shipping  is  very  great,  for 
eren  the  natives  cannot  always  master  the  sukf.  The  want  of  ODHTCnient 
and  secure  anchorage  must  long  operate  as  an  o£GKt,  or  rrnnpnnsifion, 
for  the  cheapness  of  labor  in  Africa,  ancT  the  abundance  in  which  the 
great  staples  of  commerce  may  there  be  produced.  One  of  the  most 
ezperienoed  of  the  English  traders  on  the  coast,  Kr.  Oktfi^  of  ttena 
Leone,  remarked  that  "  there  are  not  half  a  doien  secure  hai^ots  on  the 
West  Coast,  north  of  the  equator :  and  so  shiiUng  are  the  bars  of  the 
large  rivers,  that  to  deepen  them  is  impossible.*  r^  t 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


A2roOLA.  S7& 

TkUed,  md  in  these  letters  described,  lying  on  the  coast, 
thi^is  the  only  safe  harbor  that  we  have  anchored  in  since 
w0  left  the  Gambia.  If  with  a  stretch  of  indifference,  we 
admit  tUs  mle  to  be  correct  as  a  general  thing,  we  must, 
however,  admit  also  that  wei^em  A&ica  will  be,  indeed 
already  is,  oae  of  the  ezcepticma.  The  degree  in  which  a 
eoim^  is  likely  (cixiddeiring  its  resources  and  people)  to 
predoce  articles  of  general  use,  above  the  demand  of  home 
oensixmplicai,  is,  we  think,  a  safer  rule,  by  which  to 
determine  the  future  commercia]  dbaracter  of  any  new  or 
irackilieed  country. 

Never  shall  we  forget  the  pleasant  emotions  and  sensa- 
tions of  physical  comfort,  which  we  experienced  on  coming 
to  an  ^  even  keel  '^  in  the  smooth  bay  of  Loando,  after  so 
many  days  of  wearisome  tossing  and  brain-sickening 
cradling  on  the  tropical  Atlantic.  The  evenii^  was  mild 
and  balmy ;  the  light  breeze,  which  fiumed  us  so  gently 
that  it  seemed  trying  to  bestow  its  freshness  upon  us  with- 
out our  cognizance,  produced  not  a  ripple  on  the  water ; 
and  our  proud  smd  beautiful  ship,  held  by  the  mere  weight 
of  her  cables  motionless  as  the  hi&  on  the  sbore^  lay  mir- 
rored in  the  depths  below,  like  a  beautifbl  creation  of  art 
transferred  to  the  canvass  by  a  touch  of  faultless  magic. 
It  requires  but  ti  Aort  stretdi  ct  imagination  to  endow,  as 
do  the  Chinese,  a  well-built  vessel  with  the  attributes  of 
life  and  intdligence;*and  I  could  £mcy,  as  our  trim  craft 
^ated  on  her  own  image  that  evening,  that,  like  a  beauti- 
ful, but  vain  woman  looking  at  herself  in  a  glass,  she  was 
conscious  of  her  beauty,  and,  intoxicated  with  the  visson  of 
loveliness,  rested  spell-bound  and  ^tiamored  of  her  own 
reflection.    The  atmosphere  was  dear ;  idieets  md  wreaths 
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of  fleecy  clouds  rested  orerhead,  and  to  the  north  and  west^ 
banks  and  monntaiBS  of  cloud  rose  one  abore  the  other, 
like  masses  of  sno^  floating  in  the  Aj.  As  the  tfun 
approached  the  horizon,  his  dimensions  seemed  to  mcreaBB 
tenfold  with  every  degree  oi  descent;  his  color  passed,  by 
■ofbest  blending,  £*(Hn  a  rich  bright  ydlow,  through  Taiiona 
tints  of  orange  and  scarlet,  to  the  deq)est  red ;  and  long 
after  his  departure,  the  clouds,  m  silver  and  gold,  and 
soft  vermilion,  and  scarlet,  and  purple,  reflected  tiie  smifl^ 
glories  on  the  water  beneath,  until  the  ocean  glowed  13ce  a 
sea  of  fire.  Never  have  I  beheld  so  grand  a  sunset ;  never 
beheld  so  entrancing  a  visi<»i  of  beauty;  never  befin^e 
warmed  with  such  grand  ccmceptionfi  of  the  giory  that  ahall 
be  revealed,  when  He  who  is  the  author  of  the  beautifid,  as 
well  as  the  good  and  the  true,  shall  weloome  us  to  the 
brightness  of  his  own  abode.  But  the  douds,  true  to  them- 
selves, for  they  are  the  emblems  of  dmnge,  &ded  iiwftj, 
and  the  silent  sea  changed  its  borrowed  glory  for  an 
abysmal  darkness. 

^  Ah,  messmate  I  air-castle  building,  eh?''  said  the  officer 
of  the  deck,  i^roaching  the  urm^diest  on  which  I  sat. 
^^  How  would  you  like  to  be  going  home  to  Georgia  to- 
night, astride  of  one  of  those  fine  clouds  ?'' 

^^  Ah,  my  firiend,  you  have  strudk  the  key-iM>te  in  this 
fleshly  heart  I  I've  just  been  thiddng  of  a  brighter  and  a 
better  world  than  this;  but,  now  that  you've  called  me 
back,  I  beHeve  that,  suj^posing  it  to  be  the  sune  to  all 
parties  concerned,  Fd  richer  go  to  see  my  wife  to^gfat 
than  to  go  to  Paradise." 

*'  A  strange  taste,  and  smacking  a  little  <^  profiuuity,  fior 
a  man  of  your  doth,  eh?" 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ASONJL  277 

^*  May  be  so — de  gwtiius  non  dUputandum — ^but  I  con- 
feflB  that,  to  suit  my  present  aspirations  and  ideas  of  ba{^ 
Bess,  t^re  is  a  heaven  in  a  Httle  white  eottage  on  an  old 
ehestnnt  ridge  in  Georgia  containing  angels  of  flesh  and 
blood,  which  would  be  quite  sufficient*^' 

How  we  slept  that  n^t,  and  o£  what  and  whom  we 
dseamed,  the  Afiricsn  crniser  may  guess. 

Next  m<ffDing  several  of  ns  went  ashore  in  the  first  boat, 
to  spend  the  day  in  sight-seeing  and  hontkig  corioffities. 
We  passed  amoBOg  fislang  canoes,  the  oocopants  of  which 
seemed  to  be  enjoying  ezoeUent  sport  with  the  red  snappers 
and  oth^  large  fish ;  uid  by  water  boats  on  their  way  to 
the  river  Bengo,  some  nme  miles  to  tilie  north,  the  only 
bo^  of  firesh  water  sufficient  to  fmpjfij  the  shij^ing,  any 
where  near  Stv  Paul.  These  water  canoee  are  the  only 
A&ioan  boats  that  we  have  seen  propelled  by  oars.  They 
generally  cany  a  square  sail,  made  of  grass  cloth  sometimes 
fiintastically  colored,  and  are  said  to  be  manned  in  a  sea 
way  with  much  dexterity  by  the  native  sailors.  The  crews 
are  genendly  composed  of  ^ves,  in  diarge  of  the  owner  or 
a  driver,  who  is  captain  of  the  boat.  Judging  from  the 
labors  which  they  per&rm,  a&  well  as  their  appearance, 
they  are  not  much  better  off  than  the  slaves  of  galleys. 

We  landed  at  a  substantial  stone  pier,  on  one  side  of 
wfaiehy  and  near  the  landing  steps,  stood  a  large  stone  chair. 
Accosting  a  white  gentleman  standing  near,  whom  we  took 
to  be  an  ikiglishman,  and  rightly,  as  to  its  use  or  meaning, 
he  answered  kindly,  and  correctly,  as  we  afterward  learned, 
that  in  the  palmy  days  of  the  slave-trade  the  Roman  Catiio- 
lic  Bishop  of  Loando  used  to  come  to  the  pier  to  bless  the 
cargoes  of  the  slavers,  and  on  such  occasions  used  this  chair. 
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Prettjr  good  idea,  wMaH  it?  So  very  appropriate  too^ 
wfaila  men  were  straggling  and  figbtii^  in  the  vain  atteaqiit 
to  get  awaj  or  to  avoid  going  i^oard,  and  w<»neii  ipere 
icreasiing,  and  sailors  were  corsing,  to  Uess  the  tfonhUd 
mass  collectively  in  the  name  of  Ohriatiaaity  and  the  H0I7 
Catholic  Churck  TheyneededaUeoaing,  theraeoalsl  And 
how  dare  they  make  thmr  esDodns,  1^  savagesy  n^HkiM,  ik» 
Uessuig  of  an  ApoetoUo  Bidu^.  The  bishop  was  la^t  in 
UesBing  thcan,  and  since  they  hadn't  decency  enough  to 
ask  his  bleoriagi  he  was  lag^  in  cranfimii^  it  down  their 
throats !  Long  live  the  stcme  chair— that  sendoeaUe,  fleic- 
ibie  stone  chair  1  To^y  it  is  lad^i  with  anathemas  Soit  the 
slaver;  to4norrow,  should  the  trade  become  p<qralar,  it 
would  bless  him— fer  a  ooiwderationi  The  chair.  si^^gaiU 
to  those  Yankee  eaptains  and  soothem  capitalists  whQ  paro- 
pose  reopeoii^  the  slave-trade,  that  each  of  their  vesselB 
shall  foe  formshed  with  a  cbapkin.  Why  not?  Th^  are 
mtering  (m  a  mission  o£  mercy ;  to  civilise  the  *'  niggwa^ 
is  their  prime  ob|ect;  to  make  them  assist  .in  prodacii]^ 
corn,  and  ootten,  and  sugar,  is  only  an  afterthongbt,  sog- 
gested  by  a  thoughtftil  philanthropist  as  a  means  of  saj^uy- 
ing  wholesome  exercise.  Yes ;  why  not  bless  them;  and 
have  chaplaiiis  to  do  it  often?  To  go  down  to  the  berth- 
decks,  where  the  soouidrds  are  stowed  away,  like  sides  of 
baeen  in  a  warehouse,  and  while  Jack  dashes  them  with 
water  fer  their  morning  ablation,  and  Bill  stufb  rioe  into 
their  months  &r  their  l»reak&st  (sometimes  the  mnoMS,  if 
left  alone,  try  to  starve  themselves),  and  Tom  drags  oat 
and  throws  overboard  those  who  have  been  mean  enon^ 
to  die  daring  the  nig^t^  to  sing  them  a  hynm^-aay  that 
commencing,  ''Blest  is  the  tie  that  Innds  onr  heacte.m 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Gfaristitti  love,''  etc.,  and  bless  ihem  in  the  Bame  of  the 
stars  and  stripes.    That  wonld  be  so  nice-^so  religions  I 

Bat  the  chair  is  speaking  irenioidly,  saroastioallj,  aad  no 
wonder:  his  Petei^s  pence  are  gone  and  his  stony  heart  is 
soared.  We  dent  think  that  there  xrill  be  any  need  of 
slaver  chaplains,  or  slaver  captaina  eitlter,  growing  oat  of 
dke  demands  of  the  South.  The  Sooth  has  already  as  many 
slave  Africans  as  her  interests  require,  and  more  free  ones 
than  she  knows  what  to  do  with.  Now  and  then  a  fenatieal 
company  win  invest  tw^ity  or  twenty-five  thooaand  dallajs 
in  a  *^ Wanderer,''  and  attempt  to  ran  a  cargo;  biHi  when 
they  find  oat  that,  with  good  lack,  not  more  than  one  in 
nine  of  such  Wanderers  will  ever  retam,  and  that  even  that 
one  is  fiable  to  Mi  into  the  hands  of  the  home  croisers  or 
the  United  States  marshsd  befin*e  she  disgorges  her  load  of 
ignorance  and  depravity,  they  wiU  find  more  profitable  in- 
restments.  Then,  my  mitred  friend,  the  South  is  pat^riotie, 
resects  her  good  name  among  the  nations  and  her  com- 
pacts with  them,  in  which  iriie  is  signed,  sealed  and  d^vered 
against  the  fi>reign  o^ave-trade.  She  is  hnmaae,  and  woold 
not  expose  even  savages  to  the  horrors  of  the  middle  pas- 
sage. She  is  Christian,  and  would  not  corrapt  h^  peofile 
"by  introducing  savage  hordes  among  them;  nor  debase  her 
teUgion  in  the  eyes  of  Hhe  heathen  abroad  by  encouraging 
them  in  a  practice  which  even  they  beUeve  to  be  cmeL 
And  then  the  increased  American,  and  EngUd^  and  Frendi 
ftxrees  on  the  coast,  colonial  and  mission  stations,  and  *--^. 
Here  my  confiib  with  the  stone  chair  wis  bronght  to  a  sad- 
den dose  by  nn  impatient  *'  Gome  on"  from  nay  compamcm, 
and  promising,  shoiM  it  ever  become  necessary,  to  let  my 
brethren  in  the  Sontii  into  the  detaSs  and  iniqu^es  of  this 
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traffic,  I  dofed  my  cap  to  his  graoe,  and  bade  him  good 
morning. 

We  soon  fomid  our  wayto  the Amerioaa  consulate, -where 
letters  from  home  were  awaiting  ns,  and  loads  of  newspapers 
just  brought  in  by  an  Ammcan  br^  from  Saleau  In  read- 
ing letters  and  chatting  or^  the  news,  tiie  day  passed  away 
qniokly  and  pleasantly.  The  papers  were  fUU  of  war  aad 
Mr.  Crompton,  and  we  femid,  on  going  aboard,  tint  oor 
stay  in  Loando  was  to  be  short,  as  tiie  oommodore  wished 
to  be  at  the  headquarters  of  the  station,  Porto  Prayo,  St. 
Jago,  wheiB  he  would  be  in  oommonication  witb  the  de- 
partment. 

Next  morning  we  hastened  to  the  shore,  to  sp^id  tiie 
day  in  making  visits  and  seeing  ^die  sights.''  From  tiie 
per  we  proceeded  through  an  alley,  lined  by  high  waQi  and 
houses  of  stone  and  Dntch  tiles,  in  the  Moorish  style^  tmtil 
we  reached  the  Broadway  of  the  city,  a  wide  and  paved 
street,  on  which  are  the  stores,  the  caithedral,  a  barrack, 
and  some  of  the  principal  private  bafldings  of  tiie  place. 
On  this  street  is  the  native  market,  the  noisiest  place  im- 
aginable ;  a  Babel,  widi  the  sqaealing  of  pigs,  squalling  of 
chickens  and  children,  oackUng  of  geese,  and  chattering  of 
monkeys  thrown  in.  There  were  at  least  five  faimdred 
women  there,  having  goods  for  sale,  and  all  talkmg  tA  <moe^ 
and  seemingly  at  the  highest  pitch.  The  markei^piaoe, 
which  is  something  like  a  quarter  of  a  mile  m  lengtli,  is 
composed  of  rows  of  bamboo  staHs,  six  or  e^ht  feet  square, 
and  as  many  li^h ;  and  in  these  small  establidmients  many 
of  the  merchants  live  and  bring  up  fiuniHes.  Cookag,  eat- 
mg,  sleeping,  bartering,  whipping  babies,  kicking  the  doge 
and  children  that  were  crawUag  about  under  the  standa 
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and  getting  mto  rioe  peti^  striDgiiig  beads  for  necklaees, 
xnendiBg  stalls,  washing  dothes — flight  vork  this — ^all  were 
carried  on  at  the  same  time,  and  in  a  very  matter-of-oonrse 
way;  eyen  young  ladies  made  their  toilets  as  if  Bnoonsdoos 
of  Yolgar  gaee  and  critioism.  Fmits,  nnts,  yegetables,  dry 
goods,  trinkets,  hardware ;  productions  of  ni^y e  handiwork 
and  European  mamifiietories,  cooked  Tietnals  and  raw  yie- 
tnals,  shared  the  same  tent  and  decorated  the  same  stands. 
The  stfqple  artides  of  AMoan  markets,  glass  beads,  coarse 
cutlery,  and  gay  cottons,  were  largely  represented ;  but  we 
noticed,  besides,  walking-stidks  made  from  xhinoceros  horns, 
a  few  tolerably  dressed  skins  of  gazelles,  leopards  and  lions, 
grey  parrots,  baboons,  monkeys  of  several  varieties,  neatly 
woven  mats  (commonly  called  grass  mats  of  Loando,  the 
material,  however,  is  the  inner  bark  of  a  tree),  and  baskets 
of  grass,  palm  leai^  or  bark,  iicUy  colored.  I  there  saw  for 
the  first  time  the  cachon  apple— ^!ot<«  ^kt^iea.  In  ^i^ 
and  ocAor  it  resembles  a  large  yellow  pepper.  The  palp  Ib 
a  too^^  and  spongy  mass,  contmmng  a  ^^tly  astiingent 
acid*sweet  joice,  whi<^  is  cooling  and  very  ddieioits.  The 
bean-flbaped  seed  which  is  attached  to  the  extremity  con* 
tains  a  h^ily  pmigent  oil,  as  I  discovered  by  biting  it ;  a 
bile  from  which  my  month  did  not  recover  ibr  several 
weAs^  Asan  £dshman  said  of  a  green  persbnmon  which 
he  was  persnaded  to  salnnit  to  his  molars,  I  might  have 
said  of  it:  ^^ Faith,  and  it  makes  a  man  whistie  when  he 
onght  to  be  saying  howly  Pathrick !" 

Midday  in  mid«nmmer  in  die  tropics  is  not  expected  to 
be  very  oool,  nor  was  it  on  the  17th  of  January,  1856 ;  we 
thwefore  gladly  accepted  the  ]nvitati<m  of  onr  consular 
agent  to  qpend  &e  hours  of  heat  at  the  oonsulate,  dine,  and 
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oopiinnft  onr  walk  in  tbe  ereomg.  Here  we  reodved  s 
yiiit  &OB1  Sir  George  Jaakaoii,  Britash  oommiflBUMi^  £»r 
Loaado,  at  whose  delightfal  liome  we  afterward  spent  a  ftw 
pleaaant  hoxas^  saA  to  whim  we  are  indebted  £>r  mnoh 
yaluaUe  informatioa  relating  to  this  distariet.  We  dined 
amnptoondy ;  but  I  most  enter  mj  protest  against  the  way 
of  nnking  soup  in  the  trofMes,  a  haUt  into  whidbi  Anaericana 
uid  Englisfam^ii  readily  AIL  That  is,  making  it  bo  hot  with 
p^per  that  the  nninitiated  ha^e  to  let  it  alone,  or  to  drink 
it|  like  a  toast  ^to  the  departed,"  in  sileoee  and  teaa. 
Team  and  solemn  toasts  may  do  very  wdl  in  the  proper 
plaoes,  but  to  be  oompdled,  like  a  erooodiley  to  cry  over 
one^s  dinner  is  intolerable. 

In  the  evening  we  visited  two  of  the  forts^  the  nana  of  a 
Jesuit  coU^e  and  <^apel,  bnilt  two  hnndred  years  ago,  and 
tiiat  p«*t  of  the  town,  which  stands  <ui  the  hill  overlooking 
the  bosiness  stress  and  the  bay. 

St  Paol  de  Loando  is  the  capital  of  Ango^  It  is  the 
largest  and  most  important  commercial  town  on  the  West 
Coast;  situate  in  kt.  8°  46'  12"  sooth,  and  long.  13''«' 
18"  east  It  was  built  by  ^e  Porti^nese  in  U78,  and,  ex- 
cepting tl»  two  years  in  wlueh  it.waa  held  by  the  Dnteh, 
has  been  in  their  possession  ev^er  since.  WhSe  the  slsre- 
trade  was  oontfidered  legal,  it  was  the  prindpal  slave  nnrt 
of  the  Sonthem  Coast;  and  to  it  political  <^Senders  hse^e 
been,  and  continue  to  be,  sent  for  exile  firom  the  ma^bo" 
country.  The  population  is  estimated  at  ten  thonsaid^  ££- 
teen  hnndred  of  whom  are  Porti^nese  and  other  whites. 
Most  of  the  black  population  are  d&vea.  The  town  is  well 
built  and  wdl  deftnded.  Many  of  the  readences  of  fiore^^n- 
ers  and  civilised  bladcB  displsj  taste  and  wealth*    It  ^ott- 
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tains  several  churohefl  and  a  few  schools,  and  here  reride 
the  govefnor  and  the  bishop,  and  the  more  important  offi- 
cers of  state,  with  tiie  higher  olergy. 

Loando,  the  district  immediately  luronnd  St«  Paul,  eictoids 
akmg  the  coast  sixty  miles,  and  interiixrwise  very  moch 
more.  It  contains^  exclosiye  of  the  town,  a  popnlatkm  of 
about  ten  thousand.  The  number  of  slaves  in  this  ^strict, 
inidttding  the  town,  k  fifteen  thonsaiid.  Loando  is  go- 
verned by  the  governor  and  his  connoil,  and  »  ^tie^  a 
oolfHiy  of  Portugal. 

The  eooatry  of  Angola,  of  whidi  Loando  is  a  district,  ex- 
tends from  the  soutiiem  border  of  C!ongo  to  the  northern 
border  of  Benguela,  and  interiorwards  five  hundred  miles. 
This,  with  all  of  Benguela,  is  daimed  by  the  crown  of 
Portugal ;  but  England  has  disputed  and  will  not  allow  that 
daim.  The  sur&oe  of  Angola  is  varied,  well  watered  and 
fertile.  Its  mountains  contain  iron,  copper,  and  otiber 
metals ;  malachite,  specimens  of  which  we  have  seen,  and 
other  minerals  of  value.  Its  climate  is  better  than  timt  of 
any  oth^  portion  of  the  West  Coast,  as  evidenced  by  the 
&ct  that  white  men  can  live  here  mu<di  longer ;  it  has  good 
harbors,  and  for  many  reasons  we  think  it  to  be  regretted 
tliat  the  American  cdony  for  free  blacks  was  not  estaUidied 
here»  Had  our  govemmart  taken  the  matter  in  hand,  ter* 
ritory  for  that  purpose  couM  have  been  obtained  without 
difi^ulty. 

Benguela  is  less  fisrtile  than  Angda ;  its  southern  portion 
is  a  desert,  but  the  greater  portion  dP  it  is  rich  ^lough  for 
farmingy  and  at  St.  PhiMp,  Elephant  and  Fiidi  Bays,  there 
ore  excellent  haiiMrs.  A  smdl  tract  near  St.  PhSip  has 
lately  been  granted  to  a  conqMmy  of  Germans  for  the  pov- 
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poie  of  foniung  a  oolony.  In  the  spriog  of  1857,  a ' 
laden  with  ^nigrants,  on  their  vaj  there,  touched  at  Poito 
Praya,  St.  Jago.  They  were  hearty  and  intelligent  looldng 
men  and  women,  and  were  well  prodded  with  agricaJ^ttral 
and  domestic  implements.  We  gave  them  all  the  encour- 
agement we  oonld  as  to  the  health  of  the  country,  bat  haive 
serious  doubts  as  to  the  results. 

Ambriz,  in  the  country  of  Angola,  is  a  town  <tf  some  com* 
mercial  importance,  and  a  favorable  resort  with  da:ref«. 
The  roots  of  the  dialects  of  the  tribes  of  Angola  indicate  an 
origin  in  common  with  tiiose  of  C^ngo.  The  tribes  adcnow* 
ledge  allegiance  to  the  crown  of  Portugal  and  are  nomi- 
nally Roman  Catholics,  but  in  reality  their  religicm  is  a 
wonderful  mixture  of  fetishism,  idolatry  and  RoBiaaiflm. 
The  last  may  gain  the  ascendency  after  awhile,  but  not 
until  more  rigorous  measures  are  adopted  tor  the  enl^ten- 
ment  of  the  people. 

For  near  diree  hundred  years  Rome  has  had  her  nuanoii* 
aries  among  these  peoi^e,  yet  the  only  bond  Jide  Oothdies 
among  the  natires  are  the  few  who  have  been  educated  at 
the  schools.  G<«tact  with  Romanism,  however,  has  not 
be^i  without  effect  in  the  elevation  of  ih^  masses.  It  has 
giv^i  distinctness  to  theur  ideas  of  God,  the  immortality  <^ 
the  soul,  and  worship.  They  are  gradually  adopting  the 
arts  and  manners  of  dvilized  sodety,  and,  excepting  the 
Jolifi&  and  Mandingoes,  we  think  them  the  most  intelfigent 
and  industrious  tribes  on  the  West  Coast.  The  dress  of 
the  men  is,  generally,  a  shirt,  extending  to  the  knees,  aad 
a  long  cotton  sear^  worn  likea  Roman  toga ;  with  most  of 
the  slaves,  however,  a  single  handkerchief  is  made  to  sail 
every  purpose.    The  &male  dress  is  a  pettieoat,  extenffing 
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to  the  knees,  and  a  dazk  blue  cotton  eloth,  often  of  natiT^ 
manu&ctore,  drawn  roimd  tke  body  so  as  to  cover  the 
mammee. 

The  exports  from  St.  Panl  and  Amlnriz,  in  ivory,  palm 
{jai,  gtuns,  wax,  horns  and  hides,  are  very  large.  We  were 
infi^med  by  our  purser,  T.  Marston  Taylor,  Esq.,  who  is 
competent  authority  in  all  that  relates  to  American  trade 
and  c<»DDimerce,  that  at  least  one-^h  of  these  exp<Hts  are 
taken  by  American  traders.  Large  quantities  of  southern 
flour,  and  other  American  stores,  are  imported  here,  and 
the  demand  is  rapidly  increasing. 

Our  stay  at  Loando  was  pleasant,  and  the  last  evening,  to 
me  peculiarly  interesting.  We  walked  to  the  governor's 
residence,  to  the  hospital,  and  the  ruins  c^  an  old  Gothic 
church  and  monastery  in  the  suburbs ;  and  thence,  along  a 
good  road,  a  mile  or  so  into  the  country.  As  we  sat  resting 
in  a  shady  place,  several  large  trains  of  natives  with  baskets 
on  their  heads  passed  us  on  their  way  to  their  homes  in 
the  interior;  and  occasionally  one  stopped  to  shake  hands 
with  us. 

An  erect,  grey-headed  old  man,  leading  a  small  gang  of 
peculiarly  dressed  and  charm-decorated  m^  bearing  weU- 
fllled  baskets^  stopped  when  he  came  near  us,  and  after 
jabbering  a  while  and  making  many  gestures,  which  I  partly 
understood,  extended  his  hand. 

*^What  does  he  mean?''  I  asked  of  our  native  mulatto 
guide,  who,  though  he  understood  but  littiie  of  his  language, 
seined  to  understand  his  signs. 

**  He  says  he  be  going  home — ^very  far — ^no  think  he  see 
white  man  no  more — want  you  shake  hands." 

The  guide  asked  him  "  how  fiir  to  his  home  ?*'  he  replied 
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bj  figns,  ^'ibrty  days.'*  I  extended  mj  hand,  which  he 
Bhook  heartily.  There  was  something  so  touching  in  the 
old  man's  manner  and  request,  that  I  found  occasion  to 
wipe  away  an  unUdden  tear.  He  looked  at  me  with  an 
expression  of  surprise,  smiled,  diook  my  hand  again,  and 
started  with  his  gang,  smging  as  they  went.  The  mncere 
blessing  of  a  white  man  went  with  him  to  his  home,  fire 
hundred  miles  away,  in  the  wilds  of  Ethiopia;  and  for  once 
in  my  life,  I  felt  that  I  would  be  wffling  to  be  an  Afiican 
missionary,  if  my  sense  of  duty  urged  me  in  that  direction. 
It  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  natives  to  come  this  distance, 
bearing  a  ba^et  of  irory,  gum,  or  other  produce  to  the 
market  at  St.  Paul. 

On  the  jMer  we  met  several  messmates,  eadi  provided 
with  a  mat,  or  some  other  curious  mem^to  of  Loando,  and 
at  sunset  we  took  leave  of  St.  Paul  and  the  Bishop^i  Chair. 
The  streets,  when  we  left,  were  still  swarming  with  negroes, 
and  the  hum  of  the  market  throing  fdl  on  our  ears  like  the 
sounds  of  a  distant  cataract.  Next  day,  January  ^d,  we 
ran  up  to  Ambriz,  but  seeing  no  vessels  in  the  harbor,  &A 
not  enter ;  and  the  following  morning  found  us  ploughing 
our  way  toward  our  own  hemisphere.  Go  with  us,  reader, 
to  the  Cape  Yerd  Islands,  and  thence  home;  bear  with  a 
few  general  remarks  on  customs,  cruising,  and  misdons  in 
Africa,  and  then  we'll  give  you  a  longer  respite  Ijian  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  given  us ;  and,  perhaps,  trouUe 
you  no  more  with  what  Bennett,  of  the  "Herald,**  osib 
"  the  everlasting  nigger  question." 
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CHAPTER  XXVI. 

CUSTOMS  OF  THE  TTSST  OOAST  OS*  A7BI0A. 

Prefatory — A  Caution— Difficulties  of  the  Subject— Conflicting  Accounts 
—A  Point  of  Agreement — Polygamy — ^Marriage  but  a  Trade — ^Evil 
jB«salta*-SaTer7^— How  Free  Persons  become  SUre^— Social  Position 
of  SlaTcs— Origin  of  African  Slarery-^Origin  of  the  Sl&re  Trade— Its 
BiTects  on  the  African  Race. 

Ik  thk  review  of  the  domestic)  sodal,  ciril  asd  religioas 
ideas  and  institutions  of  the  West  Coast  of  AMca,  we  do 
not  purpose  to  bring  eaoh  tribe  under  consideratioB.  We 
haye  not  the  means  of  doing  this ;  nor  is  it  oar  purpose  to 
look  80  closely  into  societyy  as  to  pnrsne  the  difRdrences  or 
resemUanees,  whieh  may  exist  between  the  more  important 
tribes  in  thought  and  conduct,  with  reference  to  these  rela- 
tioiis.  We  are  not  sure  that  it  would  be  profitable  to  do  so, 
supposing  that  we  were  both  competent  and  inclined;  but 
we  are  neither.  Our  object  is  to  give  the  reader  a  general 
idea  of  humanity  in  Africa,  considered  in  these  aspects ;  what 
nten  generally  believe,  and  what  they  generally  practise,  in 
their  private  and  public  relations  with  each  other,  and  how 
they  are  affected,  morally  and  intellectually,  by  both.  We 
eaotion  the  reader  against  ezpecting  rnuch^  Our  subjects 
are  dark ;  *^  the  shadowy  livery  of  the  burnished  sun^  covers 
not  only  the  faces  of  the  Africans,  but  also  th^  private  life 
and  their  ideas  of  government  and  religion. 

Hie  reader  cannot  be  told  dietineth/  what  is  believed,  for 
the  believers  have  no  very  distinct  belie:!^  and  they  are  dow 
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and  disinclined  to  communicate  their  impressions ;  and  when 
they  attempt  conmimiication  they  are  indistinctly  under- 
stood, because  of  the  hearer's  ignorance  of  their  weak  and 
idiomatic  languageai  Nor  can  he  be  told  much,  indeed 
nothing  certcUnlj/y  of  the  origin  of  any  of  their  domestic  or 
evil  customs,  for  they  have  no  history,  and  thdr  traditloos 
are  whoUy  unreliable.  Modified  by  contact  with  white 
men,  by  the  slave-trade,  by  commerce,  by  the  teachings  of 
missionaries,  Mohammedan,  Romish,  and  Protestant^  the  in- 
stitutions and  ideas  of  to-day  are  not  those  of  fiye  c^ituries 
ago,  nor  are  they  those  that  will  be  a  century  hence.  What 
wonder  then,  tiiat,  with  this  state  of  things,  the  accounts 
given  us  of  Africa  should  be  so  laughaUy  contradictory — 
accounts  too  ^ven  us  by  men  whom  we  know  to  be  intdli- 
gent  and  truth-loving  ?  This  is  necessarily  so,  because,  in 
practice  and  belief,  it  is  a  land  of  contradictions.  We  sp^it 
this  morning  two  hours  in  trying  to  reconcile  Mr.  Cruik* 
shank  and  Bev.  Mr.  Wilson  on  one  point ;  namely,  as  to 
whether  the  inhabitants  of  Upper  Guinea  worshipped  evil 
spirits  or  not.  They  are  irreconcilalde ;  yet  both  of  these 
gentlemen  resided  eighteen  years  in  Western  Afiica,  and 
made  the  habits  of  the  people  their  study;  and  diey  are 
equally  entitled,  by  their  intelligence  and  int^rity,  to  con- 
fidence. In  this,  however,  all  are  agreed,  that  if  the  devil 
had  any  hand  in  the  creation  of  man  (as  hold  the  Two  Seed 
Baptists),  this  must  be  his  part  of  the  job«  But  our  busi- 
ness is  not  to  reconcile  contradictions  which  may  exist  in  the 
ideas  of  the  AMoans,  or  antagonisms  in  their  institutions, 
but  to  give  a  little  light,  as  to  what  these  are ;  and  iu  doing 
so  we  draw  upon  our  omtl  observations,  and  &ot8  gleaned 
from  missionaries,  traders,  and  late  r^iable  authors. 
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POLYGAMY 

Exists  among  every  tribe  on  the  "West  Coast,  and,  so  fiir  as 
we  ore  informed,  tbronghout  the  length  and  breadth  of 
Afiioa.  The  ability  to  purchase  and  provide  for  wives  (so 
&r  as  the  husband  has  to  provide),  is  the  only  limit  which 
law  or  publio  opinion  sets  to  the  number  which  a  man  mdy 
have,  A  man's  influence  and  importance  in  society  may  be 
estimated  by  the  number  of  his  wives ;  but  if  he  is  a  good 
subject,  and  does  not  wish  to  excite  the  jealousy  of  the 
king,  he  will  always  have  fewer  than  his  majesty,  be  his 
wealth  ever  so  great. 

Of  the  romance  of  love  and  courtship,  but  little  is  known 
in  Africa.  On  arriving  at  the  age  of  puberty,  if  he  be  a  free 
bom  person,  the  young  man  finds  a  few  wives — ^the  number 
in  proportion  to  the  means  of  his  father — awaiting  the  time 
of  their  espousals ;  and  to  this  number  he  may  add  any  that 
he  may  have  fidlen  in  love  with  in  the  foolishness  of  his  boy- 
hood; provided  that  they  are  not  betrothed  to  another, 
and  provided  further,  that  he  is  able  to  pay  4ihe  required 
6awer,  which  varies  from  five  to  forty  dollars.  If  he  be  a 
slave,  he  may  find  one  or  more  appropriated  to  him,  accord- 
ing to  the  taste  of  his  master ;  and  to  these  he  may  add, 
according  to  his  inclination  and  ability  to  purchase ;  and 
over  those  purchased  he  has  perfect  control ;  but  at  his  death 
they  become  the  slaves  of  his  master.  The  wishes  of  the 
woman  are  seldom  consulted.  She  is  often  purchased  while 
still  a  child,  and  is  told,  when  she  is  old  enough  to  under- 
stand such  things,  that  she  is  to  forego  all  thought  of  others 
than  the  purchaser,  and  any  disregard  of  this  ^^^^{(^ 

13  ""'"'''''  ^ 


290         FEB80NAL  ABTXZmTBBS  AND  OB8EETATIOKS. 

pnnished  as  severely  as  though  the  marriage  ceremony  had 
been  already  performed. 

African  mothers  are  flattered  to  have  suitors  for  their 
daughters  while  they  are  still  yoimg,  and  often  dispose  of 
them  to  the  highest  bidder,  without  the  least  respect  to  the 
appearance,  age,  or  character  of  the  buyer.  The  purchaser 
places  a  string  of  beads  on  the  ne(^  of  the  girl  or  child,  and 
in  case  of  the  death  of  her  mother,  before  the  child  is  of  age, 
the  husband  expectant  removes  her  to  his  home  and  places 
her  under  the  guardianship  of  an  old  woman.  Sometimes, 
however,  a  girl  is  lucky  enough  to  find  herself  unsold  when 
overtaken  by  the  tender  passion.  She  may  then  propose — 
for  it  is  always  leap  year  in  Africa — and  if  the  man  of  her 
choice  has  still  a  vacant  chamber  in  his  heart — capacious 
hearts  these  fellows  have — and  the  means  of  buying  her 
from  her  parents,  a  union  is  formed  on  the  basis  of  mutual 
attachment.  Sometimes  a  betrothed  girl  falls  in  love,  and 
if  the  object  of  her  regard  can  arrange  matters  with  the 
husband  by  purchase,  her  marriage  with  him  is  allowed. 
This  is  often  a  delicate  and  difficult  matter,  but  if  the  hus- 
band is  old,  or  pretty  well  supplied,  the  affair  is  more  easily 
consummated.  Love,  like  hunger,  will  break  through  a  ston^ 
wall;  and  unlawftil  amours  are  constantly  occurring  notwith- 
standing the  severity  with  which  adultery  is  punished.  The 
punishment  of  the  woman,  if  her  husband  desire  it,  is  muti- 
lation ;  the  nose,  an  ear,  or  a  finger  is  taken  off;  the  man, 
generally,  is  enslaved  to  the  injured  party.  There  is  a  di^ 
ference  in  the  domestic  and  social  standing  of  the  wives 
purchased  as  slaves,  and  those  received  by  dower  and  the 
consent  of  parents.  The  latter  may  leave  their  husbands  at 
any  time,  by  the  restoration  of  the  dower  with  certain  in- 
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terest.  The  former  are  slaves  for  life ;  and  the  children  of 
both  are  the  property  of  the  father.  Among  most  tribes 
ea(^  wife  is  famished  with  a  hut,  and  the  &milie8  dwell 
apart,  but  they  are  all  under  the  supervision  of  the  head 
wife,  who  is  generally  an  old,  and,  from  her  position,  an  in- 
fluential person. 

Generally,  the  wives  are  expected  to  maintain  themselves 
and  their  children ;  what  they  obtain  from  the  husband  they 
receive  in  the  way  of  presents.  When  a  husband  dies,  the 
wives,  with  other  property,  fall  to  the  eldest  son  ;  and  his 
mother,  who  is  treated  with  respect,  becomes  the  mistress 
of  the  household.  The  old  wives  are  thus  provided  for,  and, 
as  a  redeeming  trait  be  it  mentioned,  they  are  generally  well 
treated.  Reverence  for  age  is  the  most  prominent  virtue  in 
Africa.  Wives  are  proud,  and  of  social  importance,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  size  of  the  domestic  circle  of  which  they  are 
members ;  and,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  and  contradictory 
of  certain  elements  of  character,  common  to  women,  an  Af- 
rican girl  considers  it  a  misfortune  to  be  affianced  to  a  man 
who  has  but  one  or  two  wives. 

It  will  be  seen,  on  a  consideration  of  these  facts,  that 
African  polygamy  is  intimately  related  to,  and  largely  pro- 
ductive  of 

DOMESTIC  SLAVERY. 

It  is  said  that  four-fifths  of  the  Africans  are  slaves.  This 
estimate  has  been  objected  to,  as  being  too  large ;  we  are 
safe,  however,  in  saying,  that  in  western  Africa,  three- 
fourths  of  the  people  are  slaves.  This  large  proportion  will 
not  be  so  much  wondered  at,  when  we  see  how  numerous 
and  easy  are  the  ways  by  which  men  pass  into^HaJavery. 
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First,  the  &ther  is  the  owner  of  his  children ;  and  thongh 
the  children  of  a  free  man  are  not  generally  considered  or 
treated  as  slaves,  he  has  the  right  to  sell  them  whenever  he 
may  choose  and  without  respect  to  their  age  or  circumstances* 
Second,  the  children  of  slaves  are  slaves  unless  freed  by  the 
owner.  Third,  all  captives  taken  in  war  are  the  slaves  of 
the  captors.  This  perquisite  gives  daring  to  the  African 
soldiers,  and  prompts  a  degree  of  mercy  without  which  all 
their  wars  would  be  wars  of  extermination,  Fourth,  per- 
sons  sold  for  debt  are  slaves  until  the  debt  is  redeemed. 
This  is  a  fruitful  source  of  slavery.  In  time  of  &mine,  men 
who  have  no  slaves  to  dispose  o^  or  not  enough  to  meet  the 
demand,  pawn  themselves,  or  their  wives,  or  children,  for 
food,  or  the  means  of  procuring  it ;  promising  to  pay  as  much 
as  fifty  per  cent,  interest — ^this  is  a  common  interest  in  such 
transactions — and  in  a  majority  of  such  instances  the  pawn 
is  never  redeemed.  This  system,  which  in  Mexico  is  called 
peoning,  is  here  called  panyaring. 

A  degree  of  admirable  self-immolation  is  sometimes  shown 
in  such  cases  of  femily  distress,  by  a  member  coming  for- 
ward and  offering  himself  to  the  highest  bidder,  willing  to 
go  anywhere,  or  to  be  anything,  so  that  he  may  relieve  his 
father  and  mother,  or  other  dear  relatives,  from  distress, 
and  the  disgrace  of  enslavement.  Africans  are  wild  in  their 
speculations,  sanguine  in  their  undertaldngs,  and  to  carry 
out  a  favorite  pursuit  will  pawn  themselves  even  when  the 
hope  of  redemption  is  small.  They  pawn  themselves  for 
tawdry  merchandise ;  pawn  themselves  to  lawyers  to  free 
them  from  difficulties,  or  to  punish  an  enemy ;  pawn  them* 
selves  to  the  priests  for  ghostly  comfort,  for  relief  from  a 
malady  or  a  witch.    It  is  a  dernier  resort^J;mt  while  they 
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are  free  they  feel  that  they  are  not  destitute,  even  though 
poor ;  they  feel  that  they  own  marketable  articles  in  them- 
selves. Every  free  man  in  Afiica,  therefore,  owns  "  one 
nigger.''  How  intense  must  be  their  self-consciousness! 
Fifth,  the  adulterer,  among  many  tribes,  is  sold  to  pay  the 
fines  in  such  cases  provided,  if  he  have  no  other  means  of 
meeting  them,  or  is  turned  over  by  the  judges  to  the  hus- 
band offended.  To  murder  the  offender  would  not  be 
allowed,  and  if  the  new  owner  punish  very  severely  he 
would  be  considered  mean.  Men  of  great  cupidity  and  a 
superabundance  of  wives,  often  increase  their  property  by 
employing  a  seductive  and  pretty  woman  to  lure  men  into 
her  wiles,  and  then  betray  them ;  having  provided  before- 
hand, and  often  ingeniously,  that  the  proo&  shall  be  posi- 
tive and  ample.  The  punishment  of  the  woman  in  such 
cases  is  merely  nominal. 

Slaves  may  own  slaves,  and  other  species  of  property ; 
and  in  laboring  and  saving  for  this  purpose  they  are  encou- 
raged by  their  owners ;  for  the  reason  that  at  the  death  of 
the  slave,  all  his  property  falls  into  the  hands  of  his  master. 

Where  the  slave  is  of  the  same  race  and  color  as  the  mas- 
ter, where  slaves  and  owners  are  on  an  equality  as  to  intel- 
ligence, where  blood  relationship  extensively  exists,  and  the 
right  of  holding  property  is  allowed,  the  line  of  social  dis- 
tinction between  slaves  and  owners  cannot  be  very  wide. 
Indeed  slaves  are  generally  treated  as  members  of  the  family ; 
they  hunt,  fish,  work,  eat,  and  sleep  with  the  children  of 
the  master ;  are  frequently  admitted  to  his  confidence,  and 
take  charge  of  his  affairs,  and  the  slaves  of  headmen  or 
princes  frequently  hold  important  office  in  the  government. 
When  sales  are  made,  of  course  the  least  valuable  ^d  relja- 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


S94        PEBSONAL  ADYENTUSBS  Aim  OBSEBTATIOHS. 

Me  are  first  disposed  of;  and  among  manj  tribes  a  d^ree 
of  consideration,  which  might  be  safely  imitated  by  ciyilized 
nations,  is  shown  for  the  domestic  ties  of  the  person  sold. 
Slaves  run  away  sometimes  in  Africa  as  elsewhere,  but  where 
there  is  no  divisicm  of  sentiment  as  to  the  right  of  holding 
men  in  this  relation,  and  the  perfect  right  of  the  mast^*  to 
treat  his  property  as  he  pleases  is  generally  acknowledged, 
and  it  is  felt  to  be  the  interest  of  the  oommmiity  at  large  to 
sustain  these  rights,  the  recovery  of  runaways  is  g^ieraHy 
effected  without  recourse  to  police  officers. 

As  we  intimated  in  a  late  chapter,  the  growing  demand 
for  African  productions  is  increasing  the  value  of  home 
labor ;  slaves  are,  therefore,  advancing  in  value  on  parts  of 
the  coast,  despite  the  suppression  of  the  foreign  slave-trade ; 
the  authority  of  the  master  is  increasin^y  felt,  and  t^e  social 
division  between  the  owners  and  workers  is  widening  daUy. 

Of  the  history  of  domestic  slavery  in  western  Africa  but 
little  is  known.  Fanatics  who  are  disposed  to  charge  on  the 
foreign  slave-trade  all  the  social  and  moral  ills  whidi  burdea 
Africa,  tell  us  that  this  also  is  one  of  its  fruits.  Of  cooiae 
we  differ  m  toto  from  these  men.  We  think  that  under  the 
present  conditions  of  society  in  Africa  slavery  is  a  btessmg 
rather  than  an  evil;  and  as  to  its  origin,  reasoning  from  the 
analogy  presented  in  the  history  of  other  races,  we  think 
that  it  is  codval  with  the  African  race.  Suj^posing  that  the 
classic  histories  which  tell  of  the  importations  of  Ethiopians 
into  Egypt,  centuries  before  the  present  era,  and  subee- 
quently  into  Greece,  to  be  unreliable ;  or  that  the  term 
"Ethiopian"  maybe  applied  to  the  Berb^^  of  Atlas  and 
the  Sahara,  reliable  Portuguese  authority  is  given  for  the 
£tct,  that  the  earliest  modem  navigators  found  sktverj  ex- 
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isting  among  the  tribes  of  the  West  Coast.  The  fitct  that 
slaves  were  bought  and  sold  in  Africa,  no  doubt,  suggested 
to  the  Portuguese  traders  that  a  profitable  business  might 
be  done  hj  buying  slaves  on  the  ooast  and  shipping  them 
to  parts  where  labor  was  more  valuable,  and  where  laborers 
would  bring  a  higher  price.  The  slave-trade,  as  it  has  been 
carried  on,  especially  in  the  course  of  the  last  half  century, 
has  been  bad  enough  in  all  eonscienoe,  but  let  it  be  respon- 
sible only  for  the  evil  that  it  has  done.  We  would  not  for 
any  consideration  be  considered  as  saying  anything  encou- 
raging to  the  forlorn  hope  of  redpening  this  trade — to  do  so 
at  present  would  be  to  compromise  the  dignity  of  our  na- 
tion and  the  humanity  of  our  religion,  yet  at  the  same  time 
we  believe  that  the  Great  Disposer  of  events  will  so  direct 
the  issues  of  this  trade  as  to  make  them  contribute  to  the 
moral  and  intellectual  elevation  of  the  African  race.  Who 
that  has  compared  carefully,  and  from  actual  observation, 
the  condition  of  the  black  man  in  America  with  that  of  the 
black  man  in  Africa,  can  hesitate  to  say  that  in  the  former 
this  trade  has  been  made  a  blessing  indeed  ?  From  Ame- 
rica have  gone  forth,  and  will  continue  to  go  forth,  men 
Christianized  and  enlightened,  commissioned  by  the  church 
as  harbingers  of  the  light  of  life  to  their  brethren  who  sit 
in  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death.  There  is  profound 
significance  in  the  resolution  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Slaughter,  of 
Virginia,  offered  at  a  late  anniversary  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society,  ''  that  America  in  Africa  solves  the 
problem  of  Africa  in  America.'' 
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CUSTOMS  OF  THE  WEST  COAST  OP  AFBICA. 

Forms  of  GoTeniment— Ordeala — ^Fetish  Oath-*Ked  Water— ReligkNB 
Ideag — ^Difference  between  Fetishism  and  Idolatry— Fetish  Prieflta 
Ideas  of  Ck)d— A  Future  State— Evil  Spirits— Witches— Things  to  be 
Remembered — ^Hope  Gathered  from  the  Credulitj  of  the  African. 

What  is  the  form  of  goyemment,  and  bow  is  justdee 
administered  in  such  a  state  of  society  ?  are  the  next  qties- 
tions  in  order.  Here,  reader,  we  are  in  deep  shades,  if  not 
in  ntter  darkness.  A  Yankee  captain,  who  knew  but  little 
about  navigation,  and  had  but  an  inferior  chronometer,  and 
that  stopped  a  few  days  before  he  made  land,  recently  made 
his  way  to  the  Cape  Verd  Islands,  and  delivered  his  cargo 
to  the  proper  consignee.  When  asked,  by  our  master,  how 
in  the  world  he  managed  to  make  his  port,  he  rallied : 

**  Wal,  ye  see,  this  ere  old  clodc  helped  us  on  some ;  but 
I  tell  you  what,  neighbor,  my  main  dependence  was  on 
luck  and  guessing.  Wal,  I  guess  it's  as  good  a  way  as  any 
— but  if  the  plagued  old  clicker  hadn't  got  water-logged 
and  gin  out,  I  guess  we  mout  a  been  here  a  matter  of  a  day 
or  two  sooner." 

The  fects  before  us,  gathered  from  many  sources,  serve 
to  carry  us  some  distance  into  these  questions,  but  like  the 
Yankee's  chronometer,  they  give  out  before  the  answers  are 
fully  made.  The  general  outline  and  more  prominent  &cts, 
however,  may  be  traced.  In  Africa,  almost  every  form  of 
government  may  be  found ;  the  patriarchal  government,  des- 
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potism,  constitntional  monarchy,  oligarchy,  republicanism, 
and  mobocracy ;  and  some  of  the  governments  have  mix- 
tures of  two  or  more  of  these.  The  prevailing  type  is  a 
patriarchal  despotism. 

Shrewdness  is  a  great  power  in  Africa,  as  elsewhere,  bat 
wealth  is  greatest.  The  richest  man  of  a  town  or  village  is 
•generally  "headman,*'  and  assisted  by  those  who  approach 
nearest  to  himself  in  wealth  or  influence,  dictates  municipal 
law,  hears  disputes,  levies  fines  and  taxes,  imposes  penalties, 
and  leads  in  war.  Each  slave-owner  and  head  of  a  &mily 
is,  in  his  sphere,  a  patriarch ;  he,  if  he  be  not  leader  himself, 
acknowledges  his  allegiance  to  the  leader  or  headman  of  his 
town,  treats  him  with  reverence,  and,  though  having  his 
own  private  flag,  fights  under  his  banner,  and  in  all  respects 
becomes  a  retainer  of  the  headman.  With  a  number  of 
such  adherents,  the  headman  becomes  a  feudal  baron ;  and 
in  turn  acknowledges  his  allegiance  to  the  king  or  head- 
man of  the  tribe  or  tribes  with  which  he  may  be  confede- 
rated. The  king  generally  holds  such  men  responsible  for 
the  conduct  and  taxes  of  the  towns  over  which  they  preside. 

If  the  king  is  shrewd,  as  well  as  rich,  he  may  exercise 
great  authority.  He  may  make  use  of  the  jealousies  which 
ever  exist  between  the  various  tribes  and  towns  of  his  king- 
dom, to  compel  any  one  of  them  into  his  measures.  But 
whenever  he  commits  any  extreme  act,  such  as  the  deposing 
of  a  headman,  or  the  confiscation  of  property,  or  imposes 
an  unusual  tax  upon  a  tribe  or  town,  he  must  show  that  the 
general  good  demands  it,  or  that  for  doing  so  he  has  the 
authority  of  a  predecessor.  I^  however,  he  does  such 
things  capriciously,  his  barons,  not  knowing  which  of  them 
may  be  next  served  in  the  same  way,  soon  get  p^otk^ 
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In  most  of  the  kingdoms  of  western  Africa^  the  gOTemm^it 
is  hereditary,  but  passes  from  one  brother  to  another, 
rather  than  from  &ther  to  son.  How  chiefe  of  towns  are 
gotten  rid  of  when  they  become  unpopular  with  the  people, 
and  are  still  in  &yor  with  the  king,  I  do  not  know.  Witch- 
craft may  be  useful  on  such  occasions. 

When  parties  are  at  variance,  they  appeal  to  the  inflaeo-* 
tial  and  old  men  of  the  town,  who  form  a  counciL  Plain- 
tiff, defendant,  and  witnesses,  are  brought  into  oomt 
together,  the  case  is  heard,  debated,  and  generally  decided 
in  favor  of  the  one  who  has  done  the  most  bribing.  Some- 
times the  bribes  are  equal,  sometimes  the  litigants  are  both 
poor,  or  the  case  in  point  may  be  one  bearing  largely  on  a 
question  of  general  interest  to  the  community :  in  such  cases 
the  judgment  rendered  is  baaed  on  justice.  There  are  cases, 
however,  which  this  body  will  not  decide  finally :  as,  for 
instance,  whether  one  pers<»i  has  bewitched  another.  The 
defendant,  in  such  cases,  may  appeal  to  the  ordeal  of  a 
solemn  oath  before  a  Fetish,  or  to  the  Red  Water.  Where 
parties  at  variance  are  not  satisfied  with  the  decision  oi  the 
judges,  they  may  appeal  to  an  established  ordeal.  Also, 
where  an  individual  is  suspected  of  bewitdiing  oattle  or 
crops,  or  other  bad  conduct,  he  may  appeal  to  an  ordeal  to 
attest  his  innocence,  or  may  be  compelled  by  public  damor 
to  submit  to  such  a  test.  Kroomen  and  others,  who  have 
been  long  firom  home,  frequently  try  the  fidelity  of  tiieir 
wives  by  this  means ;  and  all  persons  who  pass  the  i»^scribod 
ordeal  unhurt,  are  exonerated  from  suspicion,  can  no  more 
be  tried  for  the  offence  in  question,  and  are  restored  to 
their  original  poation  in  society,  increased  in  reiq>eot  and 
importance. 
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The  most  common  ordeal  in  western  Africa  is  that  of 

BED  WATEB. 

lliis  is  a  decoction  of  the  bark  of  sassa-wood  (a  species 
of  mimosa),  is  a  powerful  narcotic,  and  when  made  very 
strong,  or  taken  in  large  quantities,  is  also  an  active  emetic. 
It  is  generally  administered  by  the  priest  who  prepares  it, 
and  in  the  presence  of  the  old  men  of  the  town,  the  rela- 
tives, friends,  and  enemies  of  the  accused.  This  person 
occupies,  with  the  priest  or  priestess,  the  centre  of  .the 
throng,  is  generally  naked,  and  before  drinking  the  trying 
potion,  makes  a  general  confession  of  the  sins  of  his  life, 
invokes  the  name  of  God  three  times,  then  drinks  boldly, 
if  he  knows  the  priest  to  be  his  friend,  but  tremblingly  if 
he  has  doubts  on  the  subject,  or  happens  to  be  guilty.  K 
his  stomach  rejects  the  water,  he  suffers  no  inconvenience, 
is  declared  innocent,  and  friends  and  foes  join  to  conduct 
him  home  in  triumph ;  but  if  vertigo  ensues^  which  is  always 
the  case  when  the  fluid  remains  on  the  stomach,  he  is  de- 
clared guilty,  and  the  infuriated  mob,  afler  dragging  him 
by  the  heels  through  the  streets  of  the  town,  jeering  and 
abusing  him,  dispatch  him  with  clubs  and  stones.  In  this 
horrid  butchery  the  friends,  and  even  the  near  relatives  of 
the  offender,  are  required  to  take  part,  lest  they  be  con- 
Gftdered  parties  to  the  crime.  As  the  priests  are  well  skilled 
in  the  preparation  of  this  draught,  the  guilt  or  innocence 
of  the  persons  tried  is,  of  course,  decided  by  them  before- 
hand ;  Mid  in  making  their  decisions  they  are  generally 
influenced  by  the  popular  opinion,  though  often  by  personal 
feeling.    If  they  determine  that  the  person  is^innooent, 
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thej  make   the   red  water,    and   administer   it   aooord- 
ingly. 
The  ordeal  of  an 

OATH  BEFOBB  A  FETISH 

and  Fetishmen — priests — ^is  much  practised  on  the  Gold 
Coast.  The  accused  person  is  brought  before  the  Fetish  and 
its  priests,  where,  after  the  performance  of  many  mysterious 
rites,  he  is  adjured  to  confess  the  truth  on  penalty  of  incur- 
ring, temporally  and  eternally,  the  anger  of  the  Fetish. 
The  priest  hears  the  confession,  and  determines  as  to  its 
truth  or  felsity.  These  ordeals  will  remind  the  Scripture 
reader  of  the  oath  by  the  Temple  and  the  oath  by  the 
Altar,  and  the  Bitter  Water  of  Jealousy  mentioned  in  Num- 
bers v.,  11,  et  seq. 
This  brings  us  to  consider  the 

RELIGIOUS  IDEAS 

of  the  people  of  the  West  Coast.  In  this  chapter,  as  in 
several  preceding  it,  we  have  spoken  of  Fetish  worship  and 
of  Fetishism,  as  bemg  the  religion  of  the  west  Afiicans. 
Fetishism  is  not  idolatry,  as  that  term  is  generally  under- 
stood. It  is  the  religious  idea  antecedent  and  inferior  to 
idolatry.  Idolatry  is  based  on  Polytheism :  it  recogmzes 
gods  many  and  lords  many,  accessible  to  the  prmses  and 
supplications  of  mortals  through  such  media  as  images  and 
animals.  Taking  the  idolaters  of  ancient  Egypt,  Greece  and 
Rome,  or  of  modem  China  and  India,  as  exponents  of  this 
term,  idolatry  clearly  recognizes  the  existence  of  a  Spiritual 
Being  or  God,  worshipped  as  separate  from,  and  indepettd* 
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eut  of,  the  creature  or  substance  whkh  may  be  employed  to 
represent  binou  The  image  or  altar,  the  bird  or  beast,  has 
in  itself  no  power,  no  value,  other  than  a  repres^itatiye 
value,  is  esteemed  as  it  is  considered  the  mediator  through 
which  the  god  permits  approach,  and  by  which  he  expresses 
such  of  his  qualities  as  he  is  disposed  to  reveal  to  the  wor- 
shippers. To  the  intelligent  idolater,  an  image  of  Jupiter, 
or  Juggernaut,  was  no  more  a  god  than  the  unhewn  tree, 
unless  it  had  been  consecrated  by  the  priest  of  that  god,  or 
received  miraculous  evidence  that  the  god  was  willing  to 
acknowledge  it  as  his  representative.  Fetishism  recognizes 
supernatural  power  as  inherent  in  certain  things.  The 
Fetish,  or,  as  it  is  generally  called,  the  grisgris,  is  prized 
for  its  own  sake,  and  is  worshipped  without  reference  to 
anything  ulterior. 

The  philosophy  of  Fetishism  is  this :  there  is  a  Supreme 
Being,  maker  of  all  things,  who  still  presides  over  important 
events.  He,  in  mercy  to  man,  bestowed  upon  certain  ani- 
mals, vegetables,  minerals,  waters,  and  compound  sub- 
stances, a  measure  of  his  spirit  and  nature.  To  different 
substances  different  natures,  and  to  separate  portions  of 
the  same  substance  separate  qualities. 

Every  man  by  nature  is  entitled  to  a  Fetish,  or  a  num- 
ber of  them,  for  his  personal  use ;  this  may  be  a  bit  of 
wood,  the  hpo^  horn,  or  tooth  of  an  animal,  a  scrap  of 
leather  fancifully  formed,  or  even  an  old  rag.  In  the 
selection  of  a  grisgris  (pronounced  gree-gree),  the  wor- 
shipper is  guided  by  a  blind  impulse  of  feeling,  or  the 
suggestion  of  a  priest;  he  selects  it  for  a  particular  ob- 
ject— ^to  prevent  sickness,  to  assist  in  punishing  or  detect- 
ing BSi  enemy,  to   prevent  death  in   battle,  to  assist   in 
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trndBy  or  aoything  elae  thai  he  may  desire.  He  wears  it 
about  his  neck,  wrist,  or  ankle,  sacrifices  to  it,  and  that 
often  bj  shedding  the  blood  of  8<»ne  bird  or  animaL 
He  believes  in  the  power  of  the  cham  until  he  finds  it 
useless ;  then  he  throws  it  away,  believing  that  he  made 
a  mistake  in  his  selection,  or  that  he  did  not  understand 
how  to  treat  it,  bat  without  the  least  abatement  in  his 
confidence  of  the  power  of  Fetishes  in  generaL  So  true  is 
it  that  the  soul  must  have  some  resting-place  for  its  hopes 
and  fidth. 

Besides  the  Fetish  of  the  individual,  each  &mily  has  its 
household  Fetish ;  then  there  is  the  Fetish  of  the  town, 
which  has  its  temple  and  a  priest,  and  the  Fetish  of  the 
tribe,  which  often  has  many  priests.  The  Fetish  of  the 
town  is  resorted  to  when  sickness  or  other  calamity  threat- 
ens ;  and  that  of  the  tribe  when  war,  fiunine,  or  other  gene- 
ral evils  invade.  They  are  appealed  to  also  by  parties  at 
variance,  who  cannot  otherwise  settle  their  disputes.  Sudi 
things  are  wind&Us  to  the  priest. 

A  canning  set  of  rascals  are  these  priests ;  well  ridlled  in 
ventriloquism  and  legerdemain,  they  have  great  power 
over  the  people,  and  can  bring  even  princes  to  their  feet. 
They  enter  the  priesthood  eariy  in  life,  and  so  complete  are 
their  deceptions,  that  they  deceive  even  themselves,  and 
are,  therefore,  oft;en  consdentious  in  blinding  and  deceiving 
their  followers. 

The  idea  of  one  God  and  Creator  prevails  among  the 
tribes  of  the  West  Coast.  This  belief  has  been  attributed 
to  the  spread  of  Mohammedanism  in  Afirica,  but,  as  we 
have  shown,  as  Fetishism  is  based  upon  this  idea,  it  must  be 
as  old  as  the  religion  of  the  people.    Mr.  Cruikdiank,  tn 
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Skiglish  officer  who  resided  eighteen  years  on  the  Oold 
Coast,  and  made  the  religion  of  its  tribes  his  study,  viewing 
this  idea  from  the  philological  8tand*point,  says:  *^The 
Fantee  word  Yankompom,  derived  from  *  Tankom,'  firiend, 
and  *  epon,'  great ;  and  the  word  *  yammie,'  firom  ^  yeeh,' 
made,  *  eme,'  me,  names  by  which  they  designate  Qod, 
would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  idea  of  a  benevolent  Cre- 
ator was  coeval  with  the  language.'' 

Like  the  Babylonians  and  Sepharvaim  brought  to  Sama- 
ria by  the  king  of  Assyria,  the  Afiicans  "/Jwir  the  Lord, 
but  serve  graven  images."  They  oocasicmally  invoke  his 
name,  but  never  worship  him.  Of  their  ideas  of  his  moral 
attributes  we  have  spoken  in  Chapter  VlII.  Some  of  their 
rites — ^for  instance,  that  of  calling  on  God  three  times  be- 
fore drinking  the  Bed  Water — seem  to  have  a  remote 
reference  to  the  Trinity.  These  maybe  the  shadowings  of 
an  indistinct  intuition,  or  the  symbolical  remains  of  a  tra- 
dition whose  verbal  form  has  long  since  passed  away. 

Their  ideas  of  the  immortality  of  the  soul  are  vague,  yet 
they  believe  that  the  thinking  principle,  and  that  in  mtan 
which  suffers  and  enjoys,  will  survive  the  body ;  and  that 
in  the  future  state  the  good  will  be  happy ;  and  that  there, 
those  whose  sins  have  not  been  sufficiently  punished  in  this 
life  will  be  subjected  to  such  sufferings  as  their  unezpiated 
crimes  may  demand.  The  transmigration  of  souls  is  held 
by  many  tribes ;  and  not  unfrequently  a  shark,  an  alligator, 
or  a  snake,  is  regarded  as  a  near  kinsman.  They  believe 
that  the  spirits  of  the  departed  have  some  knowledge  of 
things  occurring  on  earth,  that  they  are  capable  of  exercis- 
ing some  influence  over  friends  or  enemies,  and  receive 
pleasure  from  things  which  pleased  them  in  life.    Hence 
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they  pray  to  tke  spirits  of  their  ancestors  for  aid  in  trouble, 
pour  oblations  of  mm,  oil,  and  rice  on  their  graves,  and 
murder  slaves  that  they  may  have  attendants  in  the  other 
world. 

They  may  not  believe  in  the  enstence  of  the  devil,  but 
they  do  believe  in  the  existence  of  evil  spirits  who  have 
power  to  injure  them,  and  if  they  do  not  worship  them, 
they  certainly  try  sometimes  to  conciliate  them,  and  pray 
them  to  depart  out  of  their  coasts.  The  belief  in  witches 
is  general,  and,  like  our  worthy  colonial  ancestors,  they 
have  rules  for  detecting  them.  Among  some  tribes,  the 
person  found  guilty  of  possessing  this  dreaded  power  is 
burnt  or  otherwise  killed,  and  receives  the  burial  of  a  dog. 
Among  others,  the  witch  is  exorcised  by  the  priest,  and  the 
person  formerly  possessed  is  permitted  to  go  free  after  pay- 
ing penalties.  Sickness  and  death  are  supposed  to  be  the 
work  of  witches,  and  the  injured  parties  turn  to  the  ranks 
of  their  enemies  to  find  the  guilty  one. 

Circumcision  is  practised  by  many  tribes ;  indeed,  Fetish- 
ism contains  many  elements  of  Judaism  and  Mohammedan- 
ism ;  and,  on  the  South  Coast,  Romanism  has  made  modifi- 
cations and  left  new  rites  and  ideas.  We  can  account  for 
the  Romish  and  Mohammedan  practices,  but  to  account  for 
those  of  Judaism  is  left  to  conjecture. 

Many  of  these  superstitions  excite  our  sympathy,  others 
our  laughter ;  but  let  us  not  suppose  that  these  things  are 
evidences  of  a  peculiar  and  incurable  depravity  in  the  Afiri- 
can.  Let  us  not  forget  that  the  Patriarchs  were  polyga- 
mists ;  that  the  learned  and  elegant  Grecians  were  polythe- 
ists ;  that  our  British,  Angle,  and  Saxon  fore&thers 
worshipped  stocks  and  stones;    that  the    Corsned  cake 
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ordeal  was  appealed  to  in  certam  kindsof  gmiltin  Cornwall, 
England,  as  late  as  the  eighteenth  century ;  that  some  of 
the  ablest  statesmen  and  profoondest  theologians  of  modem 
times  have  believed  in  witches  and  haunted  houses ;  and, 
finally,  that  the  spirit-rappiug  and  spirit-worship,  which  has 
made  so  many  crazy  and  been  so  mischieyous,  by  free  love 
and  other  "movements"  in  its  "circle,"  belongs  to  the 
nineteenth  century.  But  this  long  and  varied  creed,  these 
numerous  beliefe  regarding  things  spiritual  and  things  ma- 
terial, afford  ground  for  the  hope  of  the  African's  civiliza- 
tion. They  show  his  capacity  to  believe;  they  are  the 
vouchers  of  his  relationship,  his  identity,  with  the  genus 
man.  They,  show  the  possession  of  will,  moral  sense,  and 
pure  intellect ;  and  with  these  we  would  be  compelled  to 
acknowledge  him  a  man  though  his  heels  were  a  foot  long, 
and  the  conformation  of  his  skull  and  jEacial  line  that  of  the 
alligator  or  bear.  Better  is  it  to  believe  too  much  than  too 
little.  While  meii  can  believe  there  is  hope  for  them, 
superstition  may  be  changed  to  enlightened  devotion,  and 
belief  in  truth  substituted  for  belief  in  error ;  but  infidelity 
is  unimprovable,  hopelessly  incurable.  Error  is  but  "  pai^ 
tial  truth ;"  it  should  be  destroyed  only  by  the  substitution 
of  the  higher  truth.  Fetishism  is  better  than  Infidelity,  as 
Idolatry  is  better  than  Fetishism,  Mohammedanism  better 
than  Idolatry,  and  Christianity  better  than  Mohammedan- 
ism. 
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cnAPTER  xxvm. 

GXNEBAL  VIBW  OF  XISSIOKABT  OPSSATIOKS  AND  SUOCSSBES 
ON  THIS  WEST  COAST. 

Discouragements — 1,  Disappointment — Cansea  of  Disappointment  ^2, 
Ignorance  of  the  Language — 3,  Weakness  of  the  Langiiage — i,  Number 
of  Langnages^S,  Want  of  Capacity — 6,  Fear  of  Spirits — ^7,  Poljgamj 
— Opinion  of  Bishop  Oolenso — ^History  of  Miasions — ^Number  of  Mia- 
Bionaries,  Teachers,  etc. — Grand  Results. 

The  diffionlties  and  discouragements  which  meet  the  mis- 
sionary in  Africa  are  nnmerons — ^many  of  them  peculiar. 

The  missionary,  like  the  trader,  begins  his  career  under  a 
sense  of  disappointment.  But  few  white  persons,  if  any, 
find  life  in  Africa  what  they  expected  it  to  be ;  and  it  is 
common  to  hear  missionaries,  as  well  as  emigrants,  travellers, 
and  traders,  say,  that  they  were  not  correctly  informed  as 
to  the  difficulties  to  be  encountered.  Blame  is  heaped  on 
those  who  have  given  accounts  of  the  country ;  and  even 
those  who  have  been  cautions  and  conscientious,  in  stating 
the  facts  of  personal  experience  and  observation,  are  accused 
ofpresenting  too  bright  a  picture.  That  many  traveOers 
have  written  and  spoken  recklessly,  foolirfily,  about  Africa 
we  will  not  deny,  but  that  such  persons  as  Wilson,  Bowen, 
Foote,  and  Mrs.  Scott  have  withheld  "  unpleasant  truths,'* 
or  described  untruthfully,  we  cannot  admit.  Yet,  that 
emigrants,  traders,  cruisers,  and  missionaries  have  gone 
there  with  impressions  of  the  climate,  ^*  living,*'  and  society, 
too  fiiivorable  to  be  realized  in  the  tropics,  and  among  hea- 
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thens,  we  have  painfully  learned,  and  freely  confeas.  Often 
have  we  heard  emigrants  from  the  southern  States  ask, 
"  why  was  not  all  this  told  us  before  we  left  our  homes  ?" 
And  never  can  we  forget  the  exclamation  of  an  American 
missionary  lady,  as,  wasted  by  African  fever  and  sick  at 
heart,  she  leaned  on  my  arm  going  through  the  streets  of  a 
toebo  village  to  her  new  home,  seeing  sights  of  depravity 
as  we  went,  enough  to  shock  the  nei'ves  of  the  least  delicate, 
"  I  realize  for  the  first  time  that  I  am  in  Africa.  The  half 
of  this  had  not  been  told  me."  The  difficulty,  however,  is 
one  that  grows  out  of  the  subject  itself. 

To  Americans  and  English,  people  who  dwell  in  climates 
comparatively  rigorous,  who  associate  with  the  words 
**  summer,"  "  perpetual  spring,"  **  constant  harvests,"  "  nn- 
changing  verdure,"  ideas  only  of  comfort  and  luxury,  it  is 
difficult,  perhaps  impossible,  to  give  dear  ideas  or  lasting 
impressions  of  the  want  and  discomfort  that  may  exist  eren 
in  the  land  where  there  is  no  winter,  and  where  the  pahn 
tree  droppeth  continually  her  goodly  frnit.  The  writer  on 
life  in  Africa  may  dwell  on  the  nnhealthiness  of  the  climate, 
oa  the  absence  of  the  food  and  other  domestic  comforts  to 
which  civilized  men  are  accustomed,  on  the  social  drformi- 
ties  and  horrid  superstitions  which  everywhere  stare  him  in 
the  &ce ;  yet,  when  he  has  said  that  it  is  a  land  of  summer, 
of  fruitful  hills,  and  of  valleys  teeming  with  richest  vegeta- 
tion, the  impression  left  in  the  mind  of  the  reader,  or  hearer, 
is  sunny,  {feasant,  and  romantia  The  ills  described  are 
soon  forgotten ;  but  the  ^^ sunshine"  lives,  with  more  than 
African  brightness,  and  the  ^fruits  and  flowers  do  not  die." 
When  the  country  is  entered,  all  said  of  its  natural  beauty 
is  found  true,  and  for  a  few  days  the  sunshine  apd  green 
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woods  are  enjoyed ;  bat  soon  the  constant  heat  becomes 
oppressiye,  fruits  pall  on  the  taste,  flowers,  from  Terj  abun- 
dance, cease  to  be  valued;  the  "grand  forest**  is  soon 
called  "the  bush,**  and  is  avoided,  because  noxious  weeds 
and  deadly  reptiles  are  there  without  number.  Then  comes 
African  fever,  dissipating  all  romance ;  and  in  his  delirium, 
the  sufferer  talks  of  the  ice-cool  fountains  of  his  native  hills, 
and  the  bracing  winds  that  blow  over  the  fields  at  home. 
With  recovery  comes  disgust  of  everything  African,  and  a 
longing  for  home  such  as  may  never  be  overcome.  Then, 
with  the  thoughtless  or  impatient,  comes  the  remark,  "I 
was  deceived." 

The  evil  is,  not  that  they  were  not  warned  of  the  ills  to 
be  expected,  but  that,  true  to  the  hopefulness  of  our  nature, 
the  best  was  hoped  for  and  the  worst  unnoted.  Some  mis- 
sionaries have  gone  to  Afirica  as  much  to  gratify  a  love  of 
romance  and  novelty  as  to  save  sinners  and  glorify  their 
Saviour — ^good  and  worthy  persons,  too,  but  who  were  not 
^sufficiently  careful,  and  self-knowing,  to  discern  the  spirit 
which  prompted  the  step.  Such  sink  under,  quail  before, 
the  oppressive  realities ;  and,  if  not  carried  off  by  the  first 
fever,  soon  return  home,  or,  what  is  worse,  remain  where, 
for  want  of  &ith,  they  are  unsuccessful,  and  a  profitless  tax 
on  the  missionary  society.  Persons  of  this  class,  however, 
are  few.  Our  missionaries  are  generally  men  and  women 
of  sterner  stuff;  but  though  not  discouraged  by  the  evils 
we  have  mentioned,  they  have  all  felt,  more  or  less  keenly, 
the  disappointment  we  speak  o£  Even  with  the  mc^  sen- 
sible and  calculating  the  loss  of  home  comforts  cannot  be 
appreciated  beforehand,  and  the  ugliness  of  heathen  sodety 
must  be  seen  to  be  realized. 
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To  those  who  study  the  missionary  work  objectively,  it 
would  seem  that  the  constant  apprehension  of  death,  under 
which  white  men  on  the  coast  must  live,  presents  a  formida- 
ble opposition  to  the  progress  of  Christian  effort.  "  Who 
is  he  that  desireth  not  life  ?»*  The  desire  to  live  is  natural, 
and  conunon  to  us  all ;  and  though  in  the  soul  enlightened 
by  divine  grace,  the  desire  to  obey  God  may  be  stronger 
than  the  desire  to  live,  the  love  of  life  prompts  a  necessary 
caution  and  fear  of  risk,  and  demands  that  the  sense  of  duty 
which  requires  dangerous  exposure  shall  be  clear  and  un- 
questionable. Many  who  feel  called  to  the  missionary  work 
do  not  feel  that  they  are  called  to  that  part  of  the  field  in 
which  life  is  in  inmiinent  peril ;  and  hence  the  greater  diffi- 
culty of  procuring  missionaries  for  western  Africa  than  for 
China  or  the  Pacific  islands. 

The  sober  and  intelligent  missionary  wno  goes  to  the 
coast,  has,  in  the  highest  sense,  the  spirit  of  the  martyrs. 
He  knows  that  the  average  life  of  the  white  man  there  is 
under  three  years ;  when  he  enters  the  field  he  is  met  by 
disease ;  he  sees  his  brethren  cut  down  at  his  side ;  and  when 
he  recovers  from  what  is  called  the  acclimating  attack,  he 
goes  to  his  work  haunted  by  the  fears  of  sudden  death. 
When  we  see  intelligent  men  laboring  cheerfully  and  zeal- 
ously, amid  such  discouragements  as  these,  and  that  without 
hope  of  reward  in  this  life,  we  see  the  highest  exhibitions 
of  human  sincerity — ^the  noblest  examples  of  the  subordina- 
tion of  self  to  the  sense  of  duty— the  most  tangible  evidences 
of  the  power  of  religion  over  the  human  heart. 

In  prosecuting  the  missionary  work,  the  next  difficulty 
which  is  to  be  encountered  is  ignorance  of  the  language. 
The  lanffuages  of  western  Africa  are  unwritteiu^  By  labo- 
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rioos  intercourse  with  the  people,  the   misdonaries  most  ^ 

learn  to  converse ;  then  the  sounds  are  to  be  reduced  to 
writing,  in  the  Ekiglifih  characters ;  rules  of  syntax  are  to  be 
elaborated ;  and,  alas,  when  all  tfaib  is  done,  the  people  are 
still  to  be  taught  to  read  their  own  tongue.  When  teachers 
and  pupils  have  learned  to  communicate  freeljy  orally  and 
by  writing,  another  difficulty  presents  itself;  the  language 
has  no  words  to  express  the  ideas  of  Chnstiaoity ;  terms  are 
to  be  invented  and  then  explained.  Here  commences  the 
great  work.  How  shall  the  teacher  begin  ?  The  people  have 
never  been  taaght  to  reason.  Their  processes  of  liiought 
are  entirely  different  from  his  own.  His  arguments  are  to 
them  nonsense,  and  may  be  set  aside  by  the  revelations  <^a 
witch,  or  the  authority  of  a  tradition.  He  finds  with  them 
no  common  ground  of  clearly-defined  belief;  and  learns,  by 
sad  experience,  that  the  intellect  must  be  developed  and 
trained,  before  it  is  capable  of  receiving  the  simplest  truths 
of  the  Christian  religion.  Hence  the  schoolmai^ier  must  pre- 
cede the  preacher. 

Time  was  when  it  was  thought  that  on  presenting,  by 
preaching,  the  reasonableness  of  the  truths  of  Christianity, 
the  heathens  would  be  converted.  Too  much  of  this  idea 
still  remains ;  but  missionaries  are  learning,  by  the  useless- 
ness  of  mere  preaching,  that  it  requires  a  long  and  tedious 
process  of  instruction  and  mental  discipline  to  bring  African 
heathens  to  the  capacity  to  receive  Christian  truth.  Th»^ 
fore,  as  it  should  have  been  from  the  first,  children  rather 
than  adults  become  the  object  of  the  missionaries'  care. 
The  school-house  is  built  before  the  church,  and  step  by  step 
as  the  teacher  advances  the  preacher  follows. 

The  number  of  Afiican  languages  is  a  serious  hindrance. 
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Five  or  six  of  the  languages  of  the  coast  have  been  mastered 
bj  white  men  and  reduced  to  writing,  but  these  serve  only 
the  tribes  fi^a|png  such  languages ;  the  neighboring  tribes 
must  remain  in  darkness  until  the  same  work  has  been  done* 
for  them  also.  A  few  tribes  have  heard,  and  many  more 
doubtless  will  hear,  in  th^  own  tongues  the  Gospel  of  life ; 
but  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  English  language  is  the  grand 
medium  through  which  Christianity  is  to  be  taught  in 
western  Africa.  The  English  is  destined  to  beeome,  and 
that  shortly,  the  language  of  the  people  on  the  coast  north 
of  the  equator.  It  is  now  the  language  of  the  colonies  at 
the  Gambia,  Sierra  Leone,  and  other  stations  on  the  Gold 
Coast;  also  of  the  rapdly  growing  repubUo  of  Liberia. 
Great  Britain,  we  think,  will  at  no  distant  day  extend  her 
rule  over  all  that  part  of  the  coast  lying  between  the  Niger 
and  the  Gambia,  except  the  territory  of  Liberia ;  and  with 
British  rule  will  go  the  English'  language.  Mohammedan- 
ism was  spread  in  Africa  through  the  Arabic ;  why  may 
not  Protestant  Christianity  be  spread,  and  in  an  equally 
short  time,  through  the  English  tongue,  its  most  perfect 
and  approved  vehicle  ? 

Li  the  religious  ideas  of  the  people,  the  fear  of  witches 
and  evil  spirits  presents  the  most  formidable  obstacle  to  the 
missionaries.  Not  unfreqnently  they  see  a  youth  educated 
at  the  schools,  baptized,  and  perhaps  professing  religion, 
turning  to  the  heathenism  of  his  fathera  for  fear  of  offending 
the  spirit  of  an  ancestor.  Mr.  Cruikshank  relates  that  Mr. 
H.,  who  for  forty  years  officiated  as  chaplain  at  the  garrison 
of  Cape  Coast,  resorted  to  witchcraft  in  his  last  hours.  But 
the  Africans  are  not  alone  in  the  belief  and  fear  of  super- 
natural beings  other  than  those.revealed  by  the  Bibte^i 
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That  some  turn  back  to  heathenism  is  sometimes  urged 
as  an  argmnent  against  the  nsefnhiess  of  missions.  The 
same  argument  would  apply  against  Christianitj  at  home. 
But  in  the  African  missions  the  number  of  such  backsliders 
is  fewer  than  is  commonly  reported ;  and  considering  the 
influences  which  surround  the  converts,  the  wonder  is  that 
they  are  so  few. 

Of  all  the  institutions,  civil  or  domestic,  polygamy  is  the 
most  formidable  to  Christianity.  John  W.  Colenso,  Lord 
Bishop  of  the  diocese  of  Natal,  South  Africa,  in  a  work  re- 
cently published,*  advances  the  feet,  that  in  South  Africa 
the  progress  of  Christianity  has  been  delayed  by  the  refusal 
of  clergymen  to  baptize  persons  having  more  than  one  wife, 
and  advances  the  idea  that  it  would  be  well  for  ministers  to 
yield  so  fer  to  the  prevailing  custom  as  to  baptize  and  ad- 
mit to  communion  such  persons  as  may  be  converted  while 
having  many  wives.  The  Protestant  missionaries  in  Africa, 
south  and  west,  have  denounced  the  bishop^s  idea  on  this 
subject,  as  unsound  scripturally,  and  full  of  evil  practically, 
and  among  the  objectors  none  are  more  loud  than  the  in- 
telligent converts.  Christ  hath  no  concord  with  Belial ; 
and  though  the  polygamous  nations  should  be  lost,  we  have 
no  right  to  compromise  his  religion  with  heathenism.  Hie 
bishop's  opinion,  however,  is  not  without  advocates ;  but 
they  are  generally  irreligious  persons,  or  Christians  who 
have  not  weighed  the  bearings  of  the  question.  It  is  said 
by  misdonaries  of  his  own  church  that  the  bishop  himself 
was  of  this  last-named  class. 

We  have  thus  hastily  referred  to  what  we  consider  the 


•  "  Ten  Weeks  In  Natal,"  (South  Africa).— CambridgerrMacminan  k  Cb. 

Digitized  nyvl; 


HIBSIONABT  OPERA.TIONS  ON  THE  WEST  00A8T.       313 

stroBgest  of  the  many  oircumstances  which  oppose  the  pro- 
gress of  Christianity  in  Africa.  We  now  propose  to  show, 
in  a  few  words,  that  despite  these  oppoffltions,  mis^onary 
labor  is  producing  much  good  fruit. 

The  history  of  evsmgelization  in  western  Africa  begins 
with  the  present  century.  The  year  1800  found  a  few  mis- 
sionaries on  the  coast,  of  the  Lutheran,  English  Baptist, 
Episcd^alian,  and  Wedeyan  Methodist  churches ;  but  these 
should  be  regarded  rather  as  forerunners,  or  surveyors  of 
the  land,  than  as  missionaries.  With  Rev.  J.  L.  Wilson, 
Mr.  Cruikshank,  and  the  English  Methodist  Missionary  and 
Church  Reports  before  us,  we  give  the  following  as  ap- 
proaching a  reliable  summary  of  the  history  and  state  of 
the  more  important  missions  now  in  AfHca.  The  English 
Baptist  Missionary  Society  sent  out  its  first  missionaries 
(two  to  Sierra  Leone)  in  1794.  The  Missionary  Societies 
of  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  and  London,  sent  out  each  two 
missionaries  in  1757.  The  Church  Missionary  Society  (Eng- 
lish) sent  out  two  missionaries  in  1804.  The  Wesley  an 
Methodist  Church  established  its  African  mission  at  Sierra 
Leone  in  1811,  on  the  Gold  Coast  in  1835,  and  on  the  Gam- 
bia in  1820.  The  Basle  Missionary  Society  sent  out  two  mis- 
sionaries to  Elmina  in  1828.  The  Presbyterian  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  (American)  sent  out  two  missionaries  in 
1833.  The  first  missionary  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  (American)  landed  in  Africa  in  1833.  The  Mendi 
Mission  (American  Missionary  Association)  was  established 
in  1841.  The  Southern  Baptist  Board  sent  out  its  first  mis- 
sionary to  Yoruba  in  1849.  Most  of  these  missions  have 
been  in  active  operation,  increasing  in  strength  and  useful- 
ness, ever  since.  ^        i 
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The  fi>llowing  tabular  statement,  gathered  from,  miaaioii- 
aries  in  the  field  and  other  reliable  sources,  will  give  iol 
idea  of  the  present  forces  and  successes  on  the  West  Coast. 
Wesleyan  Methodist  (English) :  missionaries,  20 ;  local 
preachers,  75;  school  teachers,  160;  members,  18,000; 
school  children,  5,000.  Church  Mission  (English) :  mis- 
sionaries and  native  assistants,  many  of  whom  are  ordained, 
120;  teachers,  200;  communicants,  3,000;  scholars,  6,000. 
Methodist  Episcopal  Mission  (American) :  missionaries, 
23 ;  teachers,  22  ;  members,  1,400 ;  scholars,  850.  Baptist 
Mission  (American) :  missionaries,  23  ;  teachers,  20 ;  mem- 
bers, 700  ;*sdiolars,  500.  Presbyterian  Mission  (American) : 
missionaries,  25  ;  communicants,  150 ;  scholars,  200.  Epis- 
copal Mission  (American) :  missionaries,  13 ;  teachers,  27; 
communicants,  250;  scholars,  550.  English  Baptist  Mis- 
sion: missionaries,  6;  teachers,  15;  members,  130;  scho- 
lars, 300.  Basle  Society  (German  Lutheran)  :  missionaries, 
3 ;  members,  40 ;  scholars,  400.  American  Association 
Mission  (Mendi  Mission):  missionaries,  17;  members,  100; 
scholars,  150.  Scotch  Presbyterian  (United  Secession)  Mis- 
sion: missionaries,  15.  Total  number  of  communicants, 
23,770.  Total  number  of  scholars,  many  of  whom  are  learn- 
ing trades,  13,950.  Where,  in  the  history  of  Protestant 
Christian  Missions,  can  we  find  results  to  equal  these? 
How  grand  are  they  when  we  consider  the  oppositions 
before  which  they  have  been  achieved  I 

When  we  add  to  the  above  the  15,000  converts,  and  the 
15,000  school  children  under  care  of  Wesleyan^  Independ- 
ent, Episcopalian,  Presbyterian,  French  Protestant,  German 
Protestant,  and  Moravian  Missionaries  in  South  Afirica,  what 
grounds  has  the  church  for  encouragement ;  and  how  are 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


MI88IQNABT  OPBSATIOK8  ON  THE  WEST  CX>AST.       315 

the  doubts  of  the  fearftil,  and  the  sneers  of  the  skeptic,  re- 
garding the  success  of  Christianity  in  Africa,  hushed  into 
silence  before  the  jubilant  hallelujahs  of  this  blood-washed 
throng! 

^^  Ethiopia  8?iaU  stretch  forth  her  hands  unto  God,''  saith 
the  sure  word  of  prophecy ;  and  to-day  is  that  Scripture 
iiilfilled  in  our  eyes.  In  agony  of  intense  desire  she  stretch- 
eth  forth  her  hands  to  heaven  and  to  men  for  the  bread  of 
life;  and  from  the  borders  of  the  Great  Desert  to  the 
Southern  Cape,  from  the  Niger  to  the  Mozambique,  the 
many-voiced  want-cry  of  a  despised  and  neglected  race,  a 
race  hitherto  dead  but  now  struggling  into  life,  waxes 
louder  and  louder. 

The  day  dawns  already  when  the  vision  of  an  uninq[>ired 
prophet  dudl  be  realized  by  triumphant  millions : 

^*  And  Afric's  dusky  swftrms, 
That  from  Morocco  to  Angola  dwelt, 
And  drank  the  Niger  from  his  native  wells, 
Or  roused  the  lion  in  Numidia's  groves ; 
The  tribes  that  sat  among  the  fabled  cliffo 
Of  Atlas,  looking  to  Atlanta^s  wave, 
With  Joj  and  melody  arose  and  came ; 
Zara  awoke  and  came ;  and  Elgypt  came, 
Casting  her  idols  into  the  Nile. 
Black  Ethiopia,  that,  shadowless. 
Beneath  the  Torrid  burned,  rose  and  came. 
Dauma  and  Medra,  and  the  pirate  tribes 
Of  Algeri,  with  incense  carae,  and  pure 
Offering,  annoTin<r  now  the  seas  no  more.** 
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ORUISIKG     AKD     OBUISBBS. 

Object  of  maiDttining  an  Afrioui  Squadron— Treaty  of  Waohxagtoo— 
Want  of  Cooperation—Abuses  of  the  American  Flag— Reasons  for 
Ck)ntinaing  the  African  Squadron— Its  Increase  demanded — Cora- 
plaints  of  want  of  ProteeUon  from  oar  Citizens  in  Africa— Oljeetioiis 
to  the  Maintenance  of  the  Squadron  answered— Unpopolarity  of  the 
Station  and  Why. 

That  the  navy  department,  executing  the  pleanire  oi  tiie 
President,  has  since  1843  kept  a  force  of  armed  vesBds, 
called  *^The  African  Squadron,^'  on  the  waters  of  the 
west  coast  of  Africa,  is  generally  known  to  onr  citizens,  but 
the  business  of  such  squadron  is  not  so  well  understood. 
The  objects  sought  to  be  accomplished  may  be  stated  aa 
follows:  To  comply  with  a  compact  entered  into  with 
Great  Britain. 

To  suppress  the  slave-trade,  and  all  other  forms  of  ill^;al 
traffic  and  piracy,  attempted  to  be  carried  on  in  those  seas 
under  cover  of  the  American  flag. 

To  protect  American  commerce  and  American  oxtijEeDS 
on  the  West  Coast. 

To  extend  our  knowledge  of  physical  geography,  meteor- 
ology, and  anything  else  that  may  be  of  scientific  or  com- 
merdal  value. 

The  treaty  known  as  the  "Treaty  of. Washington »  was 
ratified  in  August,  1842.  We  select  the  following  finom 
the  Preamble  and  Articles  for  the  benefit  of  such  readers  as 
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may  not  bare  access  to  that  docament ^^  Whereas 

the  traffic  in  slaves  is  irreconcilable  with  the  principles  of 
hnmanity  and  justice:  and  whereas  both  Her  Majesty  and 
the  United  States  are  desirous  of  continuing  their  efforts 
for  its  entire  abolition,  it  is  hereby  agreed  that  both  the 
contracting  parties  shall  use  ^eir  best  endeavors  to  accom- 
plish so  desh-able  an  object,"  etc.,  etc. 

^'  Abticub  8. — ^The  parties  mutually  stipulate  that  each 
prepare,  equip,  and  maintain  in  service  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  a  sufficient  and  adequate  squadron,  or  naval  force 
of  vessels,  of  suitable  nxmibers  and  descriptions,  to  carry  in 
all  not  less  than  eighty  guns — ^to  enforce,  separately  and 
respectively,  the  laws,  rights  and  obligations  of  each  of  the 
two  countries,  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade ;  the 
Bald  squadrons  to  be  independent  of  each  other ;  but  the 
two  governments  stipulating,  neverthelees,  to  give  such 
orders  to  the  officers  commanding  their  respective  forces  as 
diail  enable  them  most  efTectnally  to  act  in  concert  and 
cooperation,  upon  mutual  consultation,  as  exigencies  may 
arise,  for  the  attainment  of  the  true  object  of  this  article," 
etc.,  etc.,  etc. 

^'AsncLE  9. — ^Whereas,  notwithstanding  all  efforts 
which  may  be  made  on  the  coast  of  Africa  for  suppressing 
the  slave-trade,  the  &(»lities  for  carrying  on  that  traffic, 
and  avoiding  the  vigilance  of  cruisers,  by  the  fraudulent  use 
of  flags  and  other  means,  are  so  great,  and  the  temptation 
for  pursuing  it,  while  a  market  can  be  found  for  slaves,  so 
strong,  as  that  the  desired  result  may  be  long  delayed, 
imless  all  markets  be  shut  against  the  purchaser  of  African 
negroes ;  the  parties  to  this  treaty  agree  that  they  will 
unite  in  all  becoming  representations  and  remonstrances, 
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with  any  and  all  powers  within  whose  domimoDS  noA 
markets  are  allowed  to  exist ;  and  that  they  will  urge  upon 
all  such  powers  the  propriety  and  duty  of  closing  sneh  mar- 
kets effectually,  at  once  and  forever." 

So  £ir  as  the  letter  of  this  treaty  is  concerned,  it  has  not 
been  carried  oat.  Sometimes  our  force  on  the  coast  has 
been  less  than  eighty  guns,  at  other  times  more :  and  the 
conjoint  cruising  has  been  from  the  first,  in  qnrit  and 
letter,  dead.  It  is  hardly  worth  while  to  inquire  upon 
which  party  the  greater  blame  rests  in  the  non-fulfillment 
of  this  provision ;  but  it  is  certainly  true,  that  the  object 
of  the  treaty  could  be  better  carried  out  by  a  hearty  and 
well-understood  cooperation  of  the  American  and  Sngiieh 
squadrons.  Hie  prevailing  indifference  on  this  subgeot  may 
be  seen  by  the  following  statement :  The  flagships  of  the 
American  and  British  squadrons  on  the  coast  in  the  years 
1855, 1856,  and  part  of  1857,  met  but  once,  and  that  at  sea. 
They  were  two  miles  apart ;  they  recognised  each  other  by 
signed,  and  by  the  same  means  held  the  following  communi- 
cation: 

"  Anything  to  communicate  ?**  * 

Answer — "  Nothing  to  communicate.** 

This  was  the  amount  of  the  codperation,  so  &r  as  we 
were  informed,  that  occurred  during  those  years.  Hie 
comment  of  an  Irish  sailor  who  stood  in  the  gangway  of  our 
ship  while  the  signalizing  was  going  on,  was  very  mudi  to 
the  point :  *'  Och,  the  divel !  he  might  as  well  have  said 
nothing  at  all  at  all'* 

Commander  Foote,  of  the  XJ.  S.  navy,  while  in  command 
of  the  brig  Perry,  on  the  coast,  found  the  EngHah  officers 
quite  disposed  to  co&perate  with  him ;  and  so^fiirju  he  bad 
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aathority,  carried  out  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  in*  this 
respect.  That  gentleman  deserves  much  credit  for  the 
number  of  illegal  traders  captured  by  him,  and  for  the 
amount  of  information  valuable  to  American  interests  which 
he  gathered  while  on  that  station. 

Conjoint  cruising  of  English  and  American  war-vessels  is 
demanded  by  the  position  which,  as  a  nation,  we  have 
assumed  regarding  the  ^*  right  of  search."  Taking  advan- 
tage of  what  we  demand  on  this  subject,  and  what,  out  of 
respect  to  our  power  and  the  fear  of  offending  us,  other 
nations  will  grant,  any  pirate,  or  illegal  trader,  may  escape 
arrest  by  British,  or  other  cruisers,  simply  by  carrying  at 
his  peak  or  masthead  an  American  flag.  Indeed  it  has 
been  the  habit  of  illegal  traders  of  other  nations,  while  on 
the  coast  and  in  the  vicinity  of  English  or  French  men-of- 
war,  to  carry  the  American  flag,  and  by  this  means  avoid  a 
search  which  would  discover  the  real  objects  of  their 
pursuit.  In  the  presence  of  an  American  man-of-war,  the 
same  traders  would  bear  English  colors,  and  thus  escape  all 
the  officers  of  justice.  Conjoint  cruising  would  nonplus  such 
proceeding ;  for  if  the  suspected  vessel  showed  American 
colors,  she  would  be  searched  by  the  American  officers; 
if  British,  or  any  other  colors,  by  the  British  officers. 

Observations  on  the  abuses  of  our  flag  in  Africa,  have  led 
us  to  the  opinion  that  we  are  in  error  in  demanding  that 
vessels  bearing  our  flag  shall  everywhere  be  exempt  from 
search  by  British  and  other  cruisers.  It  resolves,  practi- 
cally, into  this,  that  every  trader  who  invests  seventy-five 
cents  in  bunting,  figured  into  stars  and  stripes,  and  floats  it 
from  his  masthead,  may  claim  American  nationality,  and 

immunity  from  search  on  the  high  seas.    We  h^e  too  pro- 
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found  a  veneration  for  this  emblem  of  our  nation's  existence 
and  honor,  to  be  willing  to  see  it  prostituted  to  the  base 
purposes  which  have  been  enacted,  under  its  &ir  folds. 
Our  position  would  be  appropriate,  and  demanded  by  seif* 
respect,  if  the  nationality  of  vessels  oould  be  indubitablj 
ascertained  without  boarding ;  and  provided  that  we  had  a 
sufficient  naval  force  on  every  sea  to  which  our  conmieroe 
extends  to  see  that  our  flag  should  be  used  to  cover  only 
lawful  commerce.  But  as  nationality  is  not  so  easily  asoer- 
tained,  and  as  our  naval  force  is  small — very  small  as  com- 
pared with  our  commerce — ^and  inadequate  to  the  super- 
vision demanded,  would  it  not  be  well  for  us  so  &r  to 
qualify  our  position  as  to  permit  vessels  bearing  the  Ameri- 
can flag  on  the  seas  of  the  African  coast^  and  on  other 
waters  /regimented  py  iUegal  and  piratical  traders^  to  be 
visited  by  the  cruisers  of  other  nations,  and  seardied,  vihen 
suspicion  may  exist  as  to  the  genuineness  of  the  nationdU^f 
claimed. 

We  have  it  in  our  power  now  to  withdraw  firom  the 
terms  of  this  compact,  so  far  as  the  keeping  of  a  aqoadroii 
on  this  coast  is  ccmcemed,  or  to  increase  or  diminish  our 
forces  there,  provided,  that  in  case  of  withdrawal  of  tiie 
squadron,  due  notice  be  given  to  her  majesty's  govermnent 
But  though  we  should  cease  to  admowledge  the  obligation 
of  the  treaty  as  an  object  in  maintaining  our  Afnoaa  squad- 
ron, the  second,  and  more  important  object,  remains  to  be 
met,  namely,  the  suppres^on  of  the  slave-trade  betweoi 
Africa  and  America. 

As  early  as  1742,  the  governor  and  the  provincial  legis- 
lature of  Virginia  pronounced  the  importation  of  dsr« 
from  the  coast  of  AMca  '*  a  trade  of  great  inhumanity/' 
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aod  dangerous  "  to  the  very  exiatenee  of  the  Dommions.'* 
From  that  day  until  the  present,  the  opinion  has  been  gain- 
ing ground,  at  the  North  and  at  the  South,  that  the  trade  is 
one  in  ^hioJi  a  humane,  an  enlightened,  and  a  respected 
nation  should  not  condescend  to  deal.  Whatever  may 
be  said  of  the  humanity  or  inhumanity  of  this  trade  in 
its  early  history,  certain  it  is,  that  for  many  years  past  it 
has  be^i  carried  on  under  oonditicms  which  made  it  the 
oause  of  innumerable  murders,  and  immeasurable  suffering 
to  an  unoffending  and  a  drfenceless  race. 

It  is,  moreoyer,  believed  by  a  vast  body  of  intelligent  and 
truly  patriotic  citizens  of  the  South,  that  the  influx,  in  any 
considerable  numbers,  of  savage  A&icans  into  the  southern 
States  would  be  dangerous  to  the  institutions  of  those 
States,  and  in  portions  of  them  dangerous  to  the  existence 
of  the  white  race.  To  meet  the  demands  prompted  by 
these  sentiments,  at  once  Christian  and  patriotic,  the  chief 
executive  is  required  to  keep  a  naval  force  on  the  coast  of 
Africa  to  intercept  the  reckless  speculators,  fitted  out  at 
Boston  and  New  York,  who,  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of 
nations  and  humamty,  would  enrich  themselves  in  this  evil- 
lHM>oding  trade. 

Sniee  entering  on  its  inissi<»,  the  A£rican  squadron  has 
dcme  much  for  the  suppression  of  this  traffic.  More  might 
have  been  done  with  the  same  force,  had  it  been  distributed 
in  smalls  vessels,  and  had  the  cruises  been  made  shorter, 
our  ships  have  been  too  heavy  to  enter  the  rivers ;  and 
knowing  that  he  had  to  remain  two  and  a  half  or  three 
years  on  the  station,  the  cruiser  avoided  the  shore  as  much 
m  possible.  The  French  and  English  employ  small  steam- 
ers for  this  work ;  and  hence  their  greater  display:  of  activity 
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in  oaptnriog  slavers  and  eztending  protectjon  and  aid  to 
lawful  traders.  In  1856,  the  English  sqnadron  was  com- 
posed of  twenty-one  vessels,  eighteen  of  i^ioh  were  steam* 
ers.  The  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  United  States  navy  has 
lately  ordered  three  steamers  to  the  coast,  which  w31  add 
much  to  the  efficiency  of  our  squadron  there. 

The  American  African  squadron  shoidd  be  largely  in- 
creased :  four,  or  even  five  vessels  are  not  enough ;  and  this 
increase  is  demanded  by  the  increase  of  American  com- 
merce. As  the  slave-trade  decreases,  lawful  commerce 
increases;  and  ify  by  universal  consent,  the  dave^rade 
should  cease  to-morrow,  the  increase  of  our  squadron  wx>uld 
still  be  demanded  for  the  protection  of  our  vessels  and  dti- 
z«i8.  Complaint  is  made  by  our  citizens  on  Uie  coast,  and 
not  without  cause,  that  they  suffer  many  tanoyances  whMi 
would  not  occur  were  they  visited  more  frequently  by 
American  men-of-war.  The  Africans  have  a  wholesooie 
dread  of  great  guns  and  the  bayonets  of  marines.  We  have 
been  told  oftai,  by  traders,  that  American  vessels  on  tte 
coast  are  constantly  receiving  assistance  £rom  English  men- 
of-war  such  as  i^ould  be  furnished  by  our  own.  This  seem- 
ing neglect  does  not  grow  out  of  the  indifference  of  oar 
government  to  the  lives  and  property  of  its  cittsens  inroad, 
as  is  often  intimated,  but  is  owing  to  the  smallness  of  oar 
squadron  on  the  coast,  and  the  ineffidency  of  the  ^ps  (not 
the  officers)  appomted  to  that  station.  When  Ccmgress 
puts  steamers  enough  at  the  disposal  of  the  Prendentto 
meet  the  wants  of  our  foreign  commerce,  he  will  likdy  put 
some  of  them  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  Until  then  our  eitf- 
zens  must  be  thankful  for  smiill  favors,  and  for  tb^T^eH 
trust  to  good  luck  and  kind  neighbors.  ^ 
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Many  objections  have  been  made,  of  late,  to  the  main- 
tenance of  a  squadron  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  We  haye 
heard  these  objections  as  presented  by  the  extreme  political 
parties  of  the  North  and  the  South — ^the  abolitionist  North, 
and  extremist  South — and  are  still  at  a  loss  &r  an  objection 
to  the  maintaiance  of  an  armed  nayal  force  on  the  coast  <^ 
Africa  that  wiU  not  equally  apply  to  the  munt^iance  of 
erery  squadron  we  have,  except  that  which  guiurds  our  own 
BhoresL  "  The  expense  of  this  squadron  "  is  dwelt  upon. 
It  is  great — $260,000  annually ;  but  this  is  less  than  that  of 
my  other  foreign  squadron.  '^The  great  mortality  among 
officers  and  men ''  is  complained  of;  but  this  is  less,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  men  employed,  than  that  of  any 
other  squadron  except  one.  But  though  the  expenses  were 
ten  times  greater,  they  should  be  met,  if  the  honor  of  the 
American  nation,  or  the  interests  of  American  conmierce, 
demand  it.  It  will  be  time  enough  for  our  citizens  of  the 
interior  to  complain  of  the  unhealthiness  of  that  station 
when  the  men  engaged  in  the  service  complain  of  it.  This 
tiiey  have  not  done  yet ;  nor  do  they  thank  their  country 
Mends  for  doing  it  for  them.  Health  and  personal  comfort 
are  but  secondary  considerations  with  the  American  naval 
officer  when  duty  is  in  question.  If  the  honor  of  his  flag, 
or  the  interests  of  his  nation  require  his  services  on  the 
eoast  of  Africa,  he  will  not  stop  to  adc  is  it  healthy  ?  And 
to  ask  such  a  question  for  him,  would  be  a  reflection  on  his 
honor  and  courage.  If  our  government  haa  pronounced 
the  slave-trade  piracy  (and  she  was  the  first  among  the 
nations  to  do  this),  she  should  maintain  an  armed  force  for 
te  Buppresnon,  or  recede  from  that  position.  If  we  have 
commerce  with  Africa,  and  dtiaens  reddent  there  engaged 
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in  lawful  pursuits,  they  o^rtakily  ckseire  proteetion.  ^d^ 
be  it  remembered,  we  have  yet  to  contribute  our  qoota  of 
sdentifio  labor  to  the  navigation  of  ^ose  shores.  Conir 
meroe,  misdon  and  colonial  estaUiahments,  nay,  the  qauae 
of  civilization  axxd  Christianity  in  Africa,  are  largely  dep^id- 
ent  on  the  maintenance  and  efficiency  of  the  American 
African  squadron. 

We  suggest  to  our  trading  friends,  that  their  constant 
complaining  of  the  inefficiency  of  the  squadron  is  not  poHtie. 
Better  occasional  assistance  than  none  at  alL 

And  we  would  remind  the  imprudent  fri^ida  of  ooloniaa- 
tion  and  nusacms,  who,  for  the  purpose  of  lauding  th^  own 
schemes,  are  given  to  commenting  on  the  expensiveness  of 
armed  forces  to  suitress  the  slave-trade  and  enoourage 
commerce,  and  the  superiority  of  tiie  *'  peace  system  "  oyer 
that  offeree,  that  to  the  African  squadron  our  misBions  and 
colonies  in  Africa  are  indebted  for  their  existence.  With- 
draw the  armed  forces,  and  a  single  twelvemonth  would 
witness  the  destruction  of  every  benevolent  institution  on 
the  West  Coast,  except  those  of  Liberia;  and  indeed  the 
destruction  of  that  nation  would  be  only  a  question  c^time. 

The  African  station  is  not  popular  with  navy  office's. 
Not  that  it  is  feared — we  have  no  such  word  as  &ar  in  our 
vocabulary— but  because  of  its  expensiveness,  the  long  in- 
tervals of  ^^  news  from  home,"  and  the  monotony  of  the 
cruiser's  life  there.  The  notion  prevails  extensively  that 
navy  officers  ai*e  provided,  on  ship-board,  with  fiunifihed 
apartments,  comfortablo  &re,  wines  induded!  and  mufomu 
Alas !  that  it  is  not  so.  And  that  it  is  not  so,  the  lean 
purse  of  the  African  craiser  will  testify.  Most  of  the  pre- 
visions consomed  in  the  officers'  messes  are  soeh  as  have 
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been  put  up  in  Ameriea,  and,  by  the  time  they  reach  them, 
the  {dainest  fare  is  high  living  in  point  of  price.  African 
markets  are  not  abnndant  in  sudi  edibles  as  white  men  use. 
Baked  bats  are  yery  good,  no  donM,  but  they  are  not 
attractive  to  the  American  taste.  Parrots  are  said  to  be 
^^  delicate,"  but  what  cannibal  could  eat  a  thing  that  says 
its  prayers  like  a  Christian,  and  screams  ^^  remember  poor 
Polly"  with  its  dying  breath.  A  boiled  monkey  might 
look  very  well  to  Dean  Swift,  whose  mouth  could  water  at 
the  thought  of  "  baked  baby,"  but  for  myself  I  should  feel 
more  like  reading  the  funeral  service  over  such  a  dish 
than  dining  on  it.  The  fruits  are  good,  but  will  not  keep 
at  sea.  Pigs  and  poultry  may  be  obtained  at  the  large 
towns,  but  seldom  in  sufficient  quantities  to  supply  all  the 
messes.  Then  such  pigs!  Shades  of  Cincinnati  porkers 
get  up !  Lank  and  lean  as  iU-fed  grey-hounds,  savage  and 
untamable  as  hyenas,  they  do  for  neither  cooking  nor  keep- 
ing. The  h^is  lure  good — very  good;  but  it  is  a  moral 
rather  than  a  muscular  goodness.  They  are,  generally, 
sober-looking  old  matrons,  that  have  become  lean  in  pro- 
viding for  other  generations ;  they  become  home-sick,  or 
sea-sick,  on  ship-board,  and  for  want  of  the  inspiring  notes 
of  their  own  chanticleer  soon  depart  this  life.  Tou  may  be 
sure,  delicate  reader,  that  such  fitded  cacklers  make  /aid 
pies. 

After  filling  up  with  stores  and  water  at  the  TJ.  S.  store- 
house in  the  Cape  Yerd  Islands,  at  which  place  is  the  post- 
office  for  the  station,  the  cruiser  nms  over  to  the  coast,  and 
proceeds  along  shore,  toudiing  at  the  principal  towns,  and 
boarding  such  American  vessels  as  he  may  meet  until  he 
reaches  St.  Paul,  Loando,  or  St.  Philip,  Benguela.;  then  he 
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returns  to  the  Cape  Verds.  This  omise  generally  occapieB 
four  months — ^months  of  monotonous  duty,  tedious  same- 
ness of  scenery,  for  all  African  towns  are  alike  in  general 
character,  ennui,  and  debility  from  the  heat ;  and  all  this 
without  news  from  home.  Then  hours  move  on  lead^ 
wings ;  time,  precious  time,  is  felt  to  be  a  burden,  and  with 
its  anxieties  hangs  heavily  on  the  heart.  Often  would  the 
African  cruiser,  on  waking  from  a  dream  of  home,  willmgly 
consent  to  wipe  out  from  the  number  of  his  days  the  weeks 
which  keep  him  from  the  desired  haven  where  messages  of 
love  may  greet  him. 

In  memory  we  are  there  now,  and  live  again  the  d^Kl 
life  of  the  tropical  calms.  But  time,  that  waits  for  none, 
win  speed  for  none.  T^e  equator  must  be  crossed  and  re- 
crossed,  storms  encountered  and  calms  endured,  days  and 
nights  of  rocking  and  plunging  on  the  dreary  sea,  counted 
by  the  score ;  but  we  shall  make  the  Cape  Yerds  at  last ; 
the  English  steamer,  strong  and  fidthful,  Hke  l^e  nation  she 
represents,  will  heave  in  sight ;  the  American  mails  will  be 
opened,  and  we  shall  hear,  with  palpitatmg  hearts,  ^  letters 
for  you."  In  the  meantime,  thank  God  for  dreams.  They 
bring  the  pattering  of  litUe  feet,  and  the  forms  of  loved 
ones,  and  caresses  of  pure  affection,  to  the  sailor's  piUow 
and  the  sailor's  heart. 
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CAPS     TBBD     ISLANDS. 

The  Cape  Verd  Islands — Origin — ^Droughts — ^Population— Climate — Hayo 
— ^Boayista— Sal — Fuego — San  Yinceot — Porto  Grande— American 
Grayeyard^^San  Antonio^BraTa— St.  Jago^-Porto  Praya^Untold 
Incidents— Homeward  Bound — The  U.  S.  Steamer  Jamestown— Home 
Again — Adieu. 

Thb  Cape  Yerd  Idaada,  eitoate  between  14^  48'  and  17^ 
la'  N.  lat.,  and  22^  43'  and  25^  23'  W.  long.,  have  be^ 
long  ^d  favorably  known  to  the  seafaring  and  commeroaal 
men  of  Europe  and  America,  as  a  half-way  house,  or  oara- 
vanserai  on  the  seas,  between  ibe  ports  of  Europe  and  Sonth 
America,  and  those  of  America  and  Afiica.  They  are  visited 
fi^qnently  also  by  the  bomeward-boond  Indiamen  of  Gr^it 
Britain,  and  by  American  whalers.  In  later  years  they  have 
obtained  some  notoriety  as  being  the  rendezvous  of  the 
Ameriom  African  Squadron. 

The  group  (sometimes,  but  inoorrectly,  called  the  *'Cape  de 
Yerdes  Islands")  takes  its  name  from  Gape  Yerd  on  the  oppo- 
site coast,  400  miles  distant,  and  was  discovered  in  the  year 
1450  by  Antonio  Noli,  a  Genoese  in  the  service  of  the  prince  of 
Portugal.  The  inhabited  islands  are  ten^  namely :  St.  Jago, 
Sal,  Boavista  (generally  called  Bonavista),  Mayo,  Fuego, 
or  Fogo,  Brava,  St.  Nicholas,  St.  Yincent,  St.  Antonio,  and 
Branco.  Besides  these  there  are  several  islets,  barren  and 
without  inhabitants,  remarkable  only  as  the  resort  of  fisher- 
mffli  and  sea-birds,  and  for  the  grotesque  beauty  of  th^ 
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dark  olifb  and  foam-lashed  shores,  and  the  well-charaoier- 
ized  types  of  their  geological  formations.  These  ialancb  are 
all  of  volcanic  origin ;  the  fruit,  no  doubt,  of  the  same  sab- 
terraneous  throes  which  gave  the  Madeiras  and  Canaries 
to  the  superaqueous  world.  There  are,  however,  abundant 
evidaiccs  of  distinct  and  well-marked  periods  of  elevati<», 
widely  separated  from  each  other,  the  last  of  which  nmj  be 
referred  to  a  comparatively  recent  disturbance.  The  bold 
olifEa,  and  wind-denuded  peaks  and  mountain  sides,  reveal 
perpendicular  dikes  of  volcanic  breccia,  protrusions  of  green 
stone,  and  beds  of  secondary  limestone.  In  outline  these 
islands  are  wildly  jagged ;  in  surfiu^e,  everywhere  uneven ; 
but  few  of  their  tortuous  valleys  contain  any  verdure,  and 
the  mountains  are  generally  without  trees  or  even  dirabc 
M.  Noli  must  have  called  them  Fmfo  for  the  reason  thai 
they  were  not  green.  The  soil  is  a  well*deoomposed  ta&, 
and  when  duly  watered  yields  most  abundantly  the  frmts 
and  grains  of  the  tropics;  but  alas  I  they  have  no  rivers,  no 
^^  fountains  abounding  with  water,"  and  rain  seldom  fiills  on 
the  thirsty  fields. 

Our  first  visit  to  them  was  in  August,  1855,  and  at  that 
time  no  rain  had  fiUlen  on  any  of  them  in  three  years,  and 
some  of  them  had  received  none  in  four  years.  Li  many  of 
them  the  catUe  had  perished,  and  the  ftmine-stricken  in- 
habitants were  flying  to  those  in  whidi  there  was  still  some 
food.  Appeal  was  made  on  behalf  (rf*  the  sufferers  to  tiie 
mother  country,  and  to  America :  s<^ne  relief  was  obiainad, 
but  before  it  came,  the  population,  which  at  the  cosaanenoe- 
ment  of  1865  was  120,000,  had  Men  b^ow  100,000. 

For  nine  months  of  the  year,  the  kh^vV^  are  swept^  by  the 
strong  northeast  trade-winds,  and  during  thw  eontaniaaoe 
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no  xain  is  eicpected;  the  plaDta^  except  the  orchiUOy  and 
others  vhich  eabsist  maiiily  on  the  atmosf^iere,  wither ;  and 
it  is  only  by  irrigation  that  the  fruit-trees  are  preserred  in 
the  Talleys.  Daring  the  months  of  August,  September,  and 
October,  the  prevaillog  winds  are  from  the  southwest,  and 
they  occasionaDy  bring  rain  with  them.  Of  late  years  the 
dnoughts  have  been  more  frequent  than  formerly ;  and  each 
succeeding  one  becomes  longer  than  the  former.  A  few 
more  such  as  that  which  has  just  passed  will  leave  the  islands 
without  inhabitants ;  and  when  they  are  gone,  the  world  will 
be  just  as  good  and  quite  as  intelligent  as  it  is  with  them. 

For  many  years  these  were  the  penal  colonies  of  Portu- 
gal ;  the  criminals  were  aUowed  to  import  negroes,  as  slaves, 
from  the  coast ;  with  these  they  intermarried,  and  the  pre- 
sent inhabitants  are  worthy  representatives  of  this  mixture 
of  depravity  and  ignorance.  Physically  the  African  element 
predominates;  their  skins  are  black  and  their  heads  are 
kinky,  and  but  for  the  regularity  of  their  features  they  would 
pass  for  genuine  Ethiopians.  The  officers  of  the  government, 
many  of  the  merchants,  and  the  higher  priests,  are  white 
Portuguese ;  but  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants  may  be  called 
blacks,  without  the  least  violation  of  language. 

The  climate  of  the  Cape  Verd  Islands  is  in  every  respect 
tropical ;  but  owing  to  the  constancy  of  the  trade-winds 
which  sweep  over  them,  the  temperature  is  moderate  and 
mufbrm.  During  what  is  termed  the  mmy  season  the  di- 
mate  is  deadly  to  Americans,  and  persons  from  the  north 
of  Europe.  African  fever  prevails,  and  frequently,  becom- 
ing epidemic,  carries  off  zuiany  of  the  inhaUtants.  During 
the  prevalence  of  the  norUieast  trade-winds  the  atmosphere 
is  dry  and  laden  with  dust,  swept  from  the  lifeless  fields; 
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inflammatory  fevers  are  then  frequent,  and  it  becomes  the 
white-skinned  stranger  to  be  always  temperate  in  living  and 
exercise^  and  to  avoid  the  night  air.  The  sanitary  regnln- 
tion  of  the  African  squadron,  which  prohibits  staying  cm 
diore  on  the  coast  after  smiset,  is,  and  for  sufficient  reasons, 
applied  to  these  islands  also. 
Some  of  this  group  are  worthy  of  particular  notice.     ** 


which  is  twelve  miles  long  and  eight  broad,  is  remarkable 
for  having  but  one  spring  of  fresh  water  in  its  whole  extent. 
It  is  thinly  populated;  the  wretched  inhabitants  make  a 
scanty  living  by  manufacturing  salt  from  sea-water ;  and  they 
do  no  more  of  this  than  will  suffice  to  buy  com  enough  to 
keep  body  and  soul  together. 

The  living  sharers  of  their  want  are  pigs,  donkeys,  and 
goats.  By  the  way,  I  should  like  to  know  if  the  experiment 
of  starving  goats  or  donkeys  has  ever  been  tried.  If  bo, 
with  what  success  ? 

BOAVISTA, 

(literaUy  good  view),  is  said  to  have  been  productiTe  at  one 
lime ;  at  present  it  is  almost  a  desert.  Its  people,  of  whom 
there  are  four  thousand,  are  always  hvngry,  and  the  lean 
cattle,  with  sad  feces  and  tears  in  their  eyes,  walk  solemnly 
in  endless  rumination  over  grassless  fields.  In  die  valleys 
there  is  some  vegetation.  Fishing,  salt-makings  and  going 
to  funerf^  are  the  chief  amusements  and  employHientB  <kf 
the  people. 
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is  well  known  to  the  American  trade  for  the  excellence  and 
quantity  of  the  salt  produced  there.  Along  the  beach,  on 
which  the  salt-pans  lie,  vast  hills  of  it  may  be  seen  glistening 
in  the  sun,  like  huge  drifts  of  snow. 


FIJBGO 

(Fogo)  is  remarkable  for  the  height  of  its  central  moun- 
tain, which  is  a  slumbering  volcano.  It  emits  smoke  and 
gaseous  vapors ;  and  at  night,  in  heavy  weather,  the  clouds 
above  it  reflects  a  dull  red  light  from  the  fires  in  its  crater. 
Its  height,  as  estimated  by  M.  Kerhallet,  is  2,976  metres, 
and  the  depth  of  the  crater  186  metres.  Mrs.  Somerville, 
quoting  from  Vidal,  gives  the  height  as  9,154  feet. 

As  late  as  the  latter  part  of  the  last  century  this  volcano 
was  so  active  that  it  served  a  valuable  purpose  as  a  light- 
house to  mariners  on  the  adjacent  seas. 

ST.   VINCENT 

is  fiivorably  known  to  the  American  cruiser ;  for  here  the 
English  steamers  of  the  Brazilian  line  deliver  the  American 
mails  for  the  African  squadron.  The  tax  on  letters  is  one 
readily  paid ;  but  this  is  no  reason  why  the  exorbitant  diarge 
of  Bixty-Jhe  cents  per  half  otmce  should  be  extorted  from 
men  who  are  serving  their  country  on  the  African  coast. 
Surely  they  are  taxed  disproportionately ;  and  that  portion 
of  it  which  goes  to  our  own  government  might  well  be  ks- 
sened. 
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The  bay  of  Porto  Grande,  in  the  island  of  St.  Tmcent, 
affords  a  secure  anchorage  from  the  prevailing  winds.     Hie 
town,  bearing  the  same  name  as  the  bay,  is  a  collectioa  of 
small  stone  huts,  surrounded  by  hills  and  yalleys  that  are 
the  very  emblems  of  barrenness.    It  is  the  coal  depot  of  the 
English  Brazilian  Hues,  on  the  local  expenditures  of  "^hidi 
the  town  is  supported.    The  houses  of  the  American  and 
English  Tice  consuls,  coal  agents  and  traders,  help  to  gire 
it  an  air  of  civilization  and  decency.     On  an  arid  plain 
bey<Hid  the  town  is  the  American  graveyard.    We  have 
visited  it  often,  but  never  without  sadness  at  the  &te  of 
those  who  met  death  and  found  their  long  homes  on  ao 
lonely  a  shore.    After  we  are  dead,  it  will  matter  little 
where  earth  returns  to  earth;  but  in  anticipating  that 
event,  it  would  add  much  to  its  gloom  to  think  that  the 
bed  of  our  long  sleep  should  be  made  where  the  surf  beats 
on  a  neglected  shore,  where  the  dreary  wind  speaketh  con- 
tinually in  a  mournful  voice,  where  flowers  find  no  life,  and 
where  the  angel  of  desolation  spreadeth  his  wings  forever. 
On  such  a  spot  is  the  American  graveyard  of  Porto  Grande. 
But  even  here,  as  though  kind  nature  would  speak  to  us  in 
the  language  of  hope  and  life  from  the  midst  of  death,  on  a 
soil  unmoved  by  swelling  germs  or  insect  fiums,  a  few 
dwarf  cedars,  emblems  of  immortality,  rear  their  tiny  heads 
and  point  us  to  the  ^es.    Here  sleep  officers  and  men, 
carried  off  by  diseases  contracted  on  the  coast,  who  never 
dreamt  that  a  life  of  honorable  ambition  and  futhfnl  service 
could  end  in  such  quietude  and  obscurity.    The  fence  of 
the  yard  is  falling  down ;  the  American  eagle  which  stands 
over  the  gate,  spreading  his  wings  in  the  attitude  of  defence, 
is  dropping  to  pieces ;  and  many  of  the  tombs  and  head- 
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stonee  hwe  fijlen  down.  The  eaane  stoU  of  things  exists 
in  the  grayeyard  of  Porto  Praya;  and  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
that|  as  compared  with  those  of  other  nations,  the  Amerioon 
bnrial-grounds  abroad  are  generally  in  a  disgraoefal  condi- 
tion. Is  it  true  that  the  civilization  and  refinement  of  a 
people  may  be  estimated  by  the  respect  which  they  show 
for  their  dead  ?  Our  consuls  abroad  and  the  conmumders 
of  our  foreign  squadrons  might  do  much  toward  wiping  out 
this  reproach. 

When  last  at  this  port  we  exhumed  the  remains  of  Lieut. 
Henry,  formerly  of  the  U.  S.  navy,  an  accomplished,  worthy 
and  beloved  young  officer.  They  rest  now,  amid  the  dust 
of  his  &thers,  under  the  greensward  of  Pennsylvania. 

As  we  came  away  for  the  last  time  from  that  unconse- 
crated  ground,  and  our  feet  sank  ankle  deep  in  the  burning 
dust,  the  earnest  prayer  was:  '^bury  me  not  among  stran- 
gers. No,  let  me  sleep  where  spring  shall  scatter  flowers 
o'er  the  moldering  urn,  and  the  carolHng  of  birds  shall  min- 
gle with  the  lullabies  of  angel  watchers,  and  friends  shall 
come  in  the  quiet  evening  to  commune  with  the  invisible 
beloved,  to  gather  thoughts  of  heaven,  and  to  learn  the  way. 

The  adjoining  island, 

ST.  AKTOmO) 

produces  com,  sugar-cane  and  fruits;  but  not  enough  for 
the  support  of  its  population. 

BBAYA 

has  some  well  watered  and  fertile  valleys,  and  produces 
oattle  and  vegetables  for  exportation  to  the  other  islands. 
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Fortnnatelj  for  these  people,  the  waters  around  the  group 
produce  excelkDt  fish.  Whales  are  taken  occasionally  in 
the  breeding  season ;  and  the  barter  witb  the  whalers  pro- 
daces  bread. 

ST.    JAGO 

is  the  most  important  island  of  the  Cape  Verd  group.  Its 
population  is  more  numerous,  its  exportations  and  importa- 
tions are  larger :  it  is  the  port  of  entry  to  the  other  islands, 
has  the  seat  of  goyemment,  the  cathedral,  and  the  IT.  S. 
storehouse  of  the  African  squadron.  Porto  Praya  is  the 
chief  town.  The  bay  of  the  same  name  opens  to  l^e  south- 
ward, is  a  mile  and  a  half  wide  at  its  entrance,  and  a  mile 
inland.  Ito  shores  are  bold  and  high,  and  being  lined  by 
huge  masses  of  conglomerate,  are  almost  inaocesmMe.  At 
the  head  of  the  bay  there  is  a  sand  beach  half  a  ndle  in 
length.  Here  boats  land,  or  rather  stop,  and  the  passen- 
gers are  carried  through  the  suif  on  the  shoulders  of  the 
boatmen,  or  natives,  hungiy  for  a  fee.  Tlie  town  is  buBt 
,  on  a  plateau,  or  table  land,  150  feet  high,  which  contains 
about  a  square  mile.  Its  native  inhabitants  numb^  four 
thousand ;  Portuguese  officials  and  other  foreigners,  about 
a  hundred.  Here  resides  W.  H.  Morse,  Esq.,  our  hospi- 
table and  energetic  consid  for  the  Cape  Yerd  Islands,  The 
houses  are  built  on  the  sides  of  a  large  square;  many  of 
them  are  of  good  size,  and  all  are  substantial,  being  built 
of  stone  and  covered  with  Dutch  tiles.  There  is  a  small 
market  here;  and  bee^  poultry  and  vegetables,  can  be 
obtained  in  small  quantities ;  and  besides  these,  some  of 
the  finest  oranges  in  the  wodd.  Water  is  sold,  b«t  at  a 
low  price.    It  is  wholesome,  but  of  an  unpleasant  iavor,  m 
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it  passes  through  strata  of  rotten  limestone.  Bee^  water 
and  tobacpo  are  monopolies ;  that  is,  a  company  or  an  indi- 
vidual pays  the  goyemment  so  much  for  the  right  to  sell 
these  articles,  and  none  are  idlowed  to  sell  but  by  iqppoint- 
ment  of  the  monopdist.  Monopoly  has  this  advantage 
here,  that  a  small  quantity  is  sold  at  the  same  rate  as  a 
large  quantity;  thus  preyenting  speculation,  and  putting 
the  poor  on  the  same  footing  with  the  rich.  Slaves  are  still 
sold  in  St.  Jago,  and  by  the  pound  at  that ;  but  a  pound  of 
old  negro  m,eat  will  not  bring  as  much  as  the  more  young 
and  tender  flesh.  It  may  be  well  to  remark,  however,  that 
this  meat  \s  not  generally  eaten  I  The  flag-^p  Jamestown 
spent  much  time  at  Porto  Praya,  as  in  duty  bound,  and  we 
had  ample  opportunity  of  making  sh(n:t  ezcursioin  m  its 
vicinity.  I  should  like  to  teU  you  of  some  of  these,  and, 
dear  reader,  of  our  walks  to  the  baobab  tree,  forty  feet  in 
circum&r^ice,  which  was  standing  where  it  now  stands 
when  the  island  was  disoov  Aed ;  and  of  our  walk  to  Trini- 
dad, where  there  are  gardens  and  orange  ordiards ;  and 
how  we  broke  down  on  the  way ;  and  how  our  dignified 
fleet  surgeon  worked  his  passage  to  town  on  the  back  of  a 
donkey  ^Hhat  wouldn't  go."  I  should  like  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  our  visit  to  the  ancient  capital  of  the  island,  the 
city  of  Cidade  (formerly  St.  Jago),  now  in  ruins ;  its  vene- 
rable cathedral,  ruined  monastery,  and  parish  church,  in 
which  are  tombstones  which  date  back  to  a  period  anterior 
to  the  discovery  of  America;  and  how  we  came  near  losing 
our  lives  on  the  way  by  beiog  struck  by  a  flaw.  I  should 
like  to  tell  you  something  of  our  excellent  fiiend,  the  gover- 
nor of  these  islands ;  and  of  our  dear  and  pious  old  friend, 

the  Roman  Catholic  bishop  of  the  Cape  Yerd  Islands ;  and 

oogle 


886      PBBScur AL  AiyvxBrnnBS  aud  oBSERTAi^om. 

how  his  &t  sides  diook  with  laughter  when  we  proposed  to 
send  him  two  Methodist  preachers  from  America  who  should 
do  more  and  better  work  than  his  forty  priests  all  pat 
together.  All  about  these  things  I  could  tell  yon,  and 
more  besides;  bat  I  fear  that  you  are  already  weary  of 
these  fetches,  and  I  know  I  am. 

The  Jamestown  left  Porto  Praya  and  the  African  station 
on  the  first  day  of  May,  1857,  and  entered  the  Delaware  on 
the  first  of  June ;  having  visited  over  twenty  foreign  ports, 
many  of  them  several  times,  boiurded  over  a  hundred  ves- 
sels, and  sailed  37,000  miles.  She  was  pronoonced  in  ^^  per- 
fect order  and  efficiency  ^'  by  the  inspecting  officers  on  her 
return ;  and  I  question  if  a  better  disciplined  or  more  moral 
crew  ever  worked  a  ship :  thanks  to  her  excdtent  Conunan- 
der,  J.  H.  W. ;  First  lieutenant,  T.  H.  P. ;  Marine  Officer, 
W.  L.  S. ;  and  the  exemplary  lives  of  all  her  commissioned 
officers.  I  would  like  to  describe  the  emoticms  which  stirred 
in  our  hearts  as  the  shores  of  oul  own  beloved  land  loomed 
above  the  horizon ;  the  pride,  the  gratitude,  which  glowed 
when  we  breathed  again  the  air  of  the  noblest,  the  freest 
of  earth ;  the  tears  of  joy  that  welcomed  us  home,  and  the 
thanksgiving  of  devoted  hearts  in  our  behalf  But  lan- 
guage fidk  us. 
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CHAPTER  L 

6BAND     CANAEY. 

I  Peak  of  f  eneryfe  in  the  Pisteiioe— Grand  Ouiary— Natires  Tlsit  the 
Ships — Oar  Ckuameroial  Agent— Surface,  SoU,  and  ProdoctiOBa  of  the 
Island— Gty  of  Las  Palmas—A  Visit  to  the  Shore— Hotel,  Market, 
Cathedral,  Foundling  Asylnm,  Female  College,  Clab>room,  etc. 

!  All  through  a  cloudy  daj  in  the  month  of  October,  we 
were  expecting  to  hear  the  cry  of  ^Land,  hoi''  from  the 
^*  tops,''  and  occasionally  sweeping  the  western  horizon  with 
our  telescopes,  looking  for  the  giant  landmark  of  these 
waters — ^the  Peak  of  TenerifiTe.  About  sunset,  the  clouds 
from  the  south  and  west  dispersed,  and  far  off  on  the 
western  horizon,  near  the  place  of  the  sun's  departure,  the 
huge  cone  appeared,  clearly  defined,  its  broad  base  seeming 
to  rest  on  the  surface  of  the  now  burnished  ocean,  and 
bearing  the  evening  stars  on  its  Atlantean  shoulders. 

By  observation,  we  found  that  we  were  sixty  miles  dis- 
tant, yet  80  distinct  was  the  outline,  tiiat  we  might  hare 
seen  it  several  hours  sooner,  if  the  sky  had  been  free  from 
douds.  The  Peak  is  said  to  be  visible,  in  very  dear  wea- 
ther, at  the  distance  of  a  hundred  miles ;  yet  it  seldom 
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happens  in  this  latitude,  that  the  sky  is  entirely  dondLosa^ 
and  hmice  it  is  but  seldom  seen  beycmd  the  distance  of  fifty 
or  sixty  tniles,  and  then  often  the  summit  of  the  oone  akxie 
is  visible^  peering  above  tiie  doads,  whidi  the  mountain 
attracts  and  holds  to  its  sides. 

Few  pictures  live  more  vividly  in  memory  than  the  fir^ 
appearance  of  a  land  for  which  the  voyager  has  be^i  anx- 
iously looking,  when  seen  from  the  narrow  c(Mifine8  of  a  ship 
tossed  on  a  monotonous  sea ;  and  from  no  other  point  of 
view  will  the  impression  be  so  &vorable.  Hie  nigged 
steeps  and  dark  ravines  are  lost  in  the  distauoe ;  hills  and 
vales  blend  with  each  other  in  softened  lines ;  and  the  mind, 
absorbed  in  the  physical  iMf>e<^  forgets  the  hmnan  sorrows 
and  moral  deformities  which  exist  in  every  dime. 

Such  a  view  was  ours,  on  the  evening  r^erred  to.  The 
solitary  ship,  the  silent  sea,  the  darkening  sky,  the  fiiding 
glow  of  evening,  the  struggling  star-light,  the  dearly-de- 
fined drde  of  the  horixon,  broken  only  by  tiie  miunmoth 
pyramid  riring  from  the  plane  of  the  ocean, 

**  Like  Earth^s  gigantic  sentinel. 
Discoursing  in  the  sky," 

0(ms{nred  to  produce  an  impreanon  diat  must  live  in 
memory,  a  thing  of  beiraty,  for  ever.  But  more  of  Tene- 
rifi^  in  its  appropriate  place;  at  present  we  are  bound  for 
other  shores. 

On  the  following  nioming,  Sunday  14th,  the  island  oi 
Grand  Canary  was  folly  in  view ;  we  were  running  befi»re 
the  brisk  N  JE.  trade-wind,  and  early  in  the  afternoon  stood 
in  for  the  town  of  Las  Palmas,  and  came  to  andior  in  its 
open  roadstead,  a  mile  from  the  shore.    'jRie  dedcswere 
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speedily  cleared,  the  awnings  spread,  all  mmecessary  wgA 
abandoned,  and  the  men  being  already  ki  dean  dress,  our 
ship  assumed  a  quietness  and  neatness  becoming  tdie  sacred 
day.  The  health-boat,  bearing  the  ^anish  ensign,  after 
much  dday,  came  alongside,  and  granted  us  leave  to  com- 
municate with  the  shore.  She  was  followed  by  a  number 
of  shore-boats,  fdled  with  natives  of  all  ages  and  classes, 
curious  to  see  an  American  man-ofitrar.  Th^  were  per- 
mitted to  board,  and  interested  us  much  with  their  lively 
prattle,  respectftd  manners  and  variety  of  costumes.  They 
are  more  swarthy,  but  not  less  robust  than  their  brethren 
of  Spain,  much  like  the  Creoles  of  Cuba,  and  have  nothing 
cbaracteristio  in  dress,  if  we  except  tite  knee-breeches  and 
coarse  woollen  hose,  supported  at  the  knee  with  brightly 
colored  stripes;  and  this,  as  we  afterward  observed,  dis- 
tinguished the  people  of  the  country  from  those  of  the 
city,  and  die  fishermen  of  the  coast. 

The  people  of  these  islands,  excepting  the  aristocracy, 
who  are  educated  in  Spain,  and  the  government  officials, 
who  are  mostly  firom  the  mother  country,  are  genorally 
very  poor,  very  hospitable,  very  ignorant,  very  honest,  very 
dirty,  and  very  religicma;  though  not  unusually  morcdl 
Very  few  of  them  have  as  yet  heard  of  Luther  and  1^ 
Reformation,  and  when  they  do,  they  will  shrug  their 
shoulders,  and  wish  the  heretic  a  quick  passage  to  a  place 
beyond  purgatory.  A  few  among  the  better  informed  of 
the  canaiUe  have  heard  of  Protestantism,  but  their  most 
liberal  opinion  of  it  is,  that  it  is  a  &tth  of  negations — a 
creed  of  protest  against  all  the  teachings  of  the  Church; 
believing  nothing  but  ibe  being  of  God,  and  haviog  no 
practical  feith  in  that.  „g,,,,  ,^  Google 
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At  the  Brilidi  ooncmkta  ia  tba  ialaiid  of  T^ieziA,  we 
baptized  a  child  of  En^^kh  pttrentage,  and  at  the  reqneit  of 
the  fiiends,  used  that  beairtiM  form  d  the  dmrch  oi  fiog- 
land,  whkh  reqmres  that  the  aigii  of  the  cross  be  made  on 
the  forehead  oi  the  child,  ^in  token  that  hereafter  he  diall 
not  be  ashamed  to  acknoTrledge  the  fiiith  of  Christ  k^wA- 
Aed.^'  When  the  ceremony  was  ended,  an  intel%^t- 
looking  native  who  was  presott  ezdaimed,  ^^  What!  do 
Protestants  beMere  in  CShrist  and  the  cron  ?''  Dear  Hule 
Peter  Swanson,  maj  the  i^xritnid  significance  of  the  sign, 
impressed  on  thy  tender  browy  be  the  comfort  of  thy  life 
and  death  I 

The  flag  lieutenant,  Mr.  B^  went  ashore  to  pay  the 
respects  of  the  commodore  to  the  aothorities  of  the  idand, 
and  brought  off  with  him  our  consular  agent,  Mr.  Manley, 
who,  though  an  Englishman,  has  acted  in  that  capad^  for 
many  years,  and  to  whose  kindness  and  anqde  information 
we  are  indebted  for  nradi  of  oar  knowledge  of  this  iidand. 

Grand  Canary  is  not,  as  its  name  seems  to  import,  the 
largest  island  of  the  Canary  archipelago ;  bnt  was  called 
^  grand  ^^  by  the  discoverer,  Betheaoooit,  on  account  of  the 
bravery  and  warUke  character  of  the  aboriginal  inhabitants ; 
and  it  gives  the  general  name  of  Canary  to  the  group 
around,  though  it  is  but  the  second  in  sixe.  Atthough  it  is 
an  upheavi^  or  devatioo,  of  Tdcanie  formation,  it  pos- 
sesses many  plains  and  plateaus,  and  hills  and  valleys  of 
gentle  slopes,  so  that  it  is  less  broken  in  ovtHne,  and  con- 
tains a  greater  amount  of  cuHivataUe  Imd,  than  any  of  its 
neighbors ;  and  if  we  except  Madeira,  is,  perhaps,  tie  most 
fruitfol  island  of  its  size  in  the  vdoanie  system  <^  the  Afri- 
can coast.    Its  rock,  embracing  mainly  thcrrdcaiuo  eosi- 
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glomerate,  ttt&s,  compact  basalt  and  Tesicnlar  scoria,  is  in 
general  character,  identical  with  that  of  Madeira. 

The  soil  is  remarkably  firmtfiil,  and  the  climate  is  so 
ferorable  to  vegetation,  that,  as  we  were  informed  by  com- 
petent authority,  two  crops  of  wheat  may  be  produced  on 
the  same  ground  in  one  year. 

The  most  popular  brands  of  Canary  wine  were  formerly 
produced  in  this  island,  but  here,  as  in  Maddra,  and  in  the 
other  iMands  of  this  group,  and  fh>m  the  same  cause,  the 
grape  has  afanost  entirely  £sappeared.  Sugar  cane  to  be 
manufactured  into  rum,  and  cochineal  for  exportation,  are 
now  the  staple  articles  of  agriculture.  The  island  is  105 
miles  in  circumference,  and  contains  a  population  of  59,900; 
including  the  11,250  of  the  city. 

He  city  of  Las  Rihnas,  formerly  the  capital  of  the  Canary 
Islands,  and  now  the  residence  of  the  Royal  Council,  is 
situated  on  the  southern  side  of  the  island,  on  a  plain  of  a 
mile  in  widA  and  about  three  miles  in  length.  On  this 
plain,  and  to  the  west  of  the  city,  Stand  many  veneiiable 
pahns  wMch  are  said  to  have  been  of  their  present  hdght 
when  these  islands  were  colomEed,  and  atre  therefore  at 
least  1,500  years  old.  From  them  the  city  derived  its  name, 
Las  Pahnas  being  Kterally  "  the  palm  trees."  From  the 
anchorage,  the  city  presents  a  pretty,  rather  than  an  impos- 
ing, appearance.  The  substantial,  square-roofed  houses,  are 
generally  painted  in  Some  brBliant  color,  and  here  and  there 
an  ornamented  dome,  or  graceful  spire,  ^ves  an  air  of  taste 
to  the  picture. 

Early  on  the  morning  following  our  arrival,  I  joined 
Dr.  C.  in  a  visit  to  the  shore ;  knowing  that,  with  his  many 
other  inestimable  qualities  and  accomplishments,  his  thor- 
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OQg^  oommaod  of  the  Spanidi  langvsge  would  make  him  s 
yaloable  guide.  We  fi>tmd  our  way  to  the  JEkgUeh  JETotd 
— 6o  oalled,  perhapa,  because  the  servants  don^  xmderataDd 
a  word  of  that  language — ^were  admitted  through  a  maasiTe 
door  into  an  open  court,  around  which  the  house  stands  in 
pure  Moorish,  or  Spanidii,  style — ^which  you  please— w^^ 
conducted  to  the  second  story,  whidi  alone  is  inhabitaUe  in 
such  buildings,  led  into  a  dark  room,  and,  when  the  heavy 
doors  and  window-shutters  grated  their  welcome  to  tilie 
light  of  day,  found  ourselves  surrounded  with  pictures 
illustrating  the  advoitures  of  Don  Quixote.  We  ftlt  at 
home  at  once  I  asked  the  butlw  if  he  was  not  a  lineal 
descendant  of  the  immortal  shadow — ^told  him  we  made  the 
acquaintance  of  his  relative  in  our  boyhood,  and  hoped  that 
by  4  o'clock,  he  would  give  us  a  dinner  worthy  of  ^e  friends 
of  the  &mily.  He  grinned  and  bowed,  and  we  returned  to 
the  street  for  a  lion  hunt. 

The  city,  which  is  built  with  some  respect  to  system,  is 
divided  in  the  centre  by  a  river  bed,  now  dry,  which  is 
mdosed  by  walls  of  solid  masonry,  and  spanned  by  a  stone 
bridge,  the  balustrades  of  which  are  ornamented  by  well 
cut  marble  statues  of  several  of  the  heathen  deities.  Near 
the  river  is  the  fruit  market;  and  here  we  loitered  for 
a  while,  feastmg  our  eyes  on  the  greatest  variety  of  fimts 
and  vegetables  that  we  ever  beheld  in  a  market-place. 
The  pumpkins,  several  of  which  we  £uled  to  lift  on  account 
of  their  weight,  squashes,  melons,  and  other  frnits  of  the 
genus  cucurhita^  surpassed  any  &ncy  pictures  we  had  ever 
drawn  of  tropical  luxuriance.  We  speak  of  this  as  a 
tropical  climate,  for  although  it  is  not  included  in  that 
rone  which  geographers   call   tropicaj^  JfiQBmate   and 
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uumal  and  vegetable  prodnotions  entitle  it  to  that  claasijS- 
cation. 

Let  the  reader  imagine  a  small  triangular  court,  lined 
with  stalls,  in  which  are  heaps  of  snch  pnmpkins  as  we  have 
described,  overhung  bj  festoons  of  smooth  rose-colored 
onions,  and  bunches  of  honey  dropping  bananas  fifty  pounds 
in  weight;  crowd  the  4oors  and  shelves  with  baskets  of 
apples  and  pomegranates,  pears  and  citrons,  peaches, 
apdcots  and  limes,  orangea  and  plums,,  dates  and  mul- 
berries, figs  and  melons;  and,  among  these,  pack  mammoth 
apecimens  of  the  common  cuHnarj  vegetables  of  America, 
making  room  for  walnuts,  almonds  and  chestnuts,  and 
ornament  the  whole  with  bunches  of  gorgeous  flowers,  and 
he  will  have  a  fiur  idea  of  the  market  of  Laa  Palmas  in 
summer* 

But  little  in  the  way  of  architecture  is  to  be  expected  in 
western  Africa  or  any  of  its  islands;  yet,  the  cathedral 
of  St.  Anne^  though  still  unfinished  after  a  hundred  years 
of  building,  is  a  large  and  beautiful  edifice ;  in  that  style 
which,  in  its  pointed  and  uplifting  arches,  is  full  of  beauty, 
and  symbolically  appropriate  to  a  temple  of  worship.  The 
gothic  style  is  speedily  regainiAg  &vor  in  Europe,  and  finds 
admiration  in  America,  and  the  time  is  not  distant  when  it 
will  be  generally  imitated  in  church  architecture. 

The  arched  and  tasteftilly  ornamented  roof  is  supported 
within  by  the  rows  of  columns  which  divide  the  interior 
into  three  aisles,  of  which  the  central  one  has  a  tessellated 
marble  floor,  while  those  on  each  side  are  ornamented  with 
private  altars,  statuettes  and  oil  paintings.  Of  these,  two, 
representing  the  crucifixion  and  resurrection  of  our  Lord, 
are  valuable  imitations  of  Murillo.    The  choir-r-a  room  on 
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the  floor,  itself  qtiite  a  large  cfaapel — oconpies  one  end 
of  the  central  dale,  and  the  chancel,  containing  the  grand 
altar,  which  is  corered  wHh  a  plating  of  solid  sihrer,  llie 
other.  The  lamp  which  goes  not  out,  suspended  before  the 
altar,  is  also  solid  silver,  handsomely  chased,  and  weighing 
five  hundred  pounds.  We  were  shown  into  the  sacristy, 
and  allowed  to  take  the  furniture  of  the  i^tar  and  the  reet- 
ments  of  the  priests  in  our  heretical  hands.  Seyeral  of  die 
crucifizes  are  of  solid  gold,  and  the  chalice  also  is  gold,  set 
with  costly  diamond.  The  vestures  of  the  higher  clergy 
are  th«  richer  &bricattons  of  the  kind  that  we  have  ever 
seen ;  one  of  them,  made  of  white  brocade  silk,  profusely 
trimmed  with  a  fringe  of  pure  gold — the  robe  of  a  bishop- 
cost  over  five  thousand  dollars.  The  garments  alone  are 
estimated  at  one  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  the  interest  of 
which  would  support  and  educate  the  poor  children  of  the 
island. 

From  here  we  descended  into  a  catacomb,  dark  and 
damp,  which  occupies  the  space  under  tlie  chancel,  and  has 
already  several  occupants,  including  two  or  three  biiiiops. 
The  roof  of  this  apartment  is  composed  of  large  square 
stones  and  stands,  without  arch  or  pillar,  by  being  cloaely 
tongned  and  grooved  together,  and  &stened  with  a 
strong  cement.  It  is  a  piece  of  masonry  worthy  of  any 
country. 

Qoing  through  the  public  aquare,  as  we  left  the  cathedral, 
we  passed  the  venerable-looking  bi^op  of  these  ialsids, 
dressed  in  a  red  cloak,  blade  knee-breeches,  scarlet  hose 
and  silver-buckled  shoes.  He  wss  accompanied  by  a  num* 
ber  of  Jesuit  priests,  who  were  dressed  in  long  hdaek 
gowns,  wearing  the  long  stove^pe  hat,  which  here  demg- 
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nates  that  order.  We  gare  the  amiable  old  man  a  military 
aalate  as  we  jmssed  him,  which  he  retnmed  with  the 
tmosoal  oompliment,  lifting  his  cocked  hat,  and  the  stove- 
jHpes  flying  np  in  imitation,  revealed  a  number  of  closely- 
shaven  pates. 

A  well-dressed  and  weU-served  dinner  awaited  us  at  the 
hotel,  but  one  certidnly  more  snitable  to  the  stomach  of  a 
Don  Quixote  than  to  that  of  an  American.  The  odor  of 
gariic  met  us  at  the  door  to  dbeck  the  ardor  of  appetite. 
Garlic  in  the  soup,  garKo  in  the  fish  sauce,  garlic  in  the 
gr2,yj,frica$$ie  d  la  garlic,  the  bread,  and  even  the  dessert, 
tasted  of  garlic,  and  for  days  after,  the  miserable  scent  fol- 
lowed us,  as  insensible  to  hints  as  a  poor  relation.  Aflier 
dinner,  we  were  visited  by  a  couple  of  gentlemen,  who 
came  to  offer  us,  in  common  with  the  officers  of  the  ship, 
the  jfreedom  of  the  chib-room  of  the  city,  and  to  escort  us 
to  such  places  as  we  desired  to  visit.  We  placed  ourselves 
at  their  disposal,  walked  through  the  most  pleasant  parts 
of  the  city,  and  viidted  the  foundling  hospital  and  female 
college. 

In  the  hospital  there  are  over  one  hundred  children 
between  the  ages  of  a  few  days  and  fourteen  years,  mostly 
females.  Hiey  are  here  taught  needle-work,  reading,  and 
weaving,  and  furnished  with  food  and  clothing  until  they 
are  old  enough  to  make  a  living  for  themselves. 

The  institution  is  directed  and  maintained  by  the  Sisters 
of  Charity,  who  continue  a  kindly  watchfolness  over  their 
wards  for  years  after  they  leave  it.  Of  the  number  of 
children  there  under  six  months  old,  two  only  were  in  good 
health — this,  not  for  the  want  of  medical  attention  or  good 
nursing,  but  because  the  majority  of  them  are(^^^widi 
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those  diseases  which  are  the  heriUge  of  abandoBmeDt. 
The  lady,  acting  as  matron  of  the  establishment,  informed 
ns  that  of  those  brought  there  in  in&ocy,  but  about  tea  ptr 
centum  reached  the  second  year.  The  children  partook  of 
the  evening  meal — consisting  chiefly  of  bread  and  a  Ught 
broth — ^while  ve  were  there  ;  and  as  we  were  leayiag,  they 
were  chanting,  mechanically  and  with  husky^  aoirowfid 
notes,  their  hymn  of  thankejgiving.  Between  those  we  left 
in  the  upper  rooms  in  the  Yarii>us  stages  oferoaciatioai,  aad 
in  articulo  mortis^  and  those  singing  in  the  court  below,  we 
were  struck  with  a  common  resemblance  in  e^presnoii 
of  features.  Sadness  marked  every  face»  Early  led  into 
the  mystery  of  sorrow,  strangers  to  the  voice  of  affection 
and  the  caresses  of  maternal  love,  they  are  growing  pr^na- 
turely  old,  knowii^  i^ot  the  meaning  of  &tber,  or  sister,  or 
home ;  the  affection  and  joyfulness  of  childhood  are  wither- 
ing  in  the  bud  \  and  with  many,  the  pale  cheek  shows  that 
the  fair  flowers  are  dead.  Will  Sprii^  ever  visit  the  gar- 
dens of  these  hearts  ?  has  this  cold  world  a  breath  of  love» 
or  a  gleam  of  sunshine,  to  call  these  dead  heart-flowers  to 
life? 

No,  not  for  all — ^not  for  most  of  them  I 

"  So  mach  tho  rather  thoa,  celesUal  Liglit, 
Sbine  Inward  f 

At  the  female  collie,  the  yoimg  ladies^  aativea  of  liie 
islands,  treated  us  to  some  superior  musia  We  w«e 
shown  through  the  dormitories  and  ireoitatioD-rooBa,  and 
everywhere  order  and  taste  wore  manifest.  The  ooorse  id 
instruction  is  similar  to  that  pursued  in  our  own  feviale  ocH- 
leges,  but  differing  advantageously  in  this^  that  hngwagea 
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take  the  place  of  madiematicS)  and  pamting  is  carried 
beyond  the  region  of  daubing  in  colors  to  the  highly  usefcd 
accomplishment  of  sketching  firom  natore. 

It  was  now  night ;  so  we  joined  our  messmates  at  the 
dub-room^  where  we  spent  a  pleasant  hour  receiving  hospi- 
talities from  the  gentlemen  of  the  city^  After  refreshments, 
the  president  of  the  dub  offered  a  toast,  ^'  To  the  friendly 
relations  existing  between  the  Canary  Islands  and  the 
United  Btates — ^may  they  exist  fi>rererl>*  This  was  an- 
swered by  our  accomplished  first-lieutenant,  W.  A.  Bartlett, 
in  excellent  Spanish;  both  toasts  were  followed  by  rounds 
of  applause.  A  second  was  offered,  ^  To  the  Jamestown 
and  her  officers,''  which  was  appropriately  responded  to  by 
Lieutenant  Commanding,  J«  F«  Armstrong,  who  was  fol- 
lowed by  "  three  times  three.'* 

Having  thus  contributed  sometibing  toward  str^gthen- 
ing  the  bonds  of  peace  existing  between  our  nations — we 
say  this  with  a  good  deal  of  self-complacency,  reader — 
we  walked  to  a  brilliaintly4igbted  square  near  by,  where  a 
military  band  was  discour^g  artistic  music,  and  the  ladies 
of  the  city  were  promenading.  The  ladies  were  beantifrd, 
and  walked  exquisitely ;  but  we  beg  to  be  excused  from 
going  into  the  usual  ecstasies  of  admiration  over  Spanish 
female  beauty.  True,  their  carriage  is  adnairable,  tiieir 
black  eyes  soft  fmd  beautiftil,  but  too  knguid,  and  lack- 
lustre, and  are  wanting  m  inte^eotual  vivacity;  and  the 
&oes  of  the  Spanish  9efU)riia4  will  not  compare  &vor- 
aMy  with  those  of  the  young  blonds  and  brunettes  of 
America. 

Here, -as  in  Spain  and  the  Havanas,.  young  people  of 
<^ponte  sexes  do  not  walk  together  in  public,  unless  they 
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are  afficmcia^  and  thai,  they  are  accompanied  by  the 
mother  of  the  lady,  or  a  prudent  relative.  The  reason 
offered  for  this  usage  is,  that  the  sexes  have  more  respect 
for  each  other  when  kept  fitr  apart ;  but  the  true  reason,  is 
the  suspicion  of  parents,  who  are  often  conscious  of  not 
having  set  a  proper  example  before  their  children. 

We  are  satisfied  that  the  degree  of  intimacy  allowed  in 
the  good  drcles  of  American  sodiety — we  exdnde  ^i^pper 
t^nBy  parvenus  J  and  the  imitators  of  the  defects  of  fordgn 
sodety  now  so  numerous  in  our  cities-— contributes  to  the 
self-dependence  and  happiness  of  both  sexes.  The  unhappy 
marriages  which,  statistidans  tell  us,  abound  in  Spanidi 
countries,  may,  in  part  at  least,  be  traced  to  the  incon- 
geniality  which  must  so  often  result,  where  the  parties 
know  nothing  of  each  other^s  personal  qualHies  previoudy 
to  marriage ;  and  also  to  the  want  of  confidence  in  a  virtue 
which  has  never  been  left  to  stand  in  its  own  strength. 
We  agree  with  the  vicar  of  Wakefield,  Aat  "a  virtue 
whidi  requires  to  be  always  watched,  is  not  worth  having.^ 

On  the  day  following  our  excursion,  we  remained  aboard, 
and  on  Wednesday  visited  the  young  but  promising  male 
ooUcge  of  this  city,  and  the  codiineal  fields  in  the  suburbs, 
of  which  cultivation  we  shall  speak  under  die  head  of 
Teneriffe.  On  Thursday,  our  officers  were  engaged  to 
dine  with  Madam  Mendoza  Tate,  a  South  Carolinian  by 
birth,  who  is  married  tq  a  wealthy  gentleman  of  this 
island ;  but  a  violent  storm  came  up  at  noon,  so  that  we 
were  compelled  to  put  to  sea,  and  returned  no  more  to 
Orand  Canary. 
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CHAPTER  n. 

SKXrOH  07  THE  CANABY  ISUlNDS. 

History — Sapposed  to  have  been  known  to  the  Ancient  Egyptians — 
SdoD^s  Poem— fiomer*8  DeBcription— Flotevch^s  Ajoeomit— Pllny*8  Re- 
fe?ence— Strabo's—Modem  Discovery,  18S0— Bethenoourt's  Expedition 
—Transfer  to  Count  Nlebla— Bought  by  Spain— Conquest  of  the  Islands 
— The  Gnsaches. 

It  is  highly  probable  that  the  Canary  Islands  are  identical 
with  those  known  to  the  ancients  as  the  Insula  BeatsB,  In- 
BulsQ  FortunataB,  the  Hesperides,  and  the  Isles  of  the  Atlan- 
tic, Solon,  daring  his  Yolontary  exile  in  Egypt,  in  ocmversing 
with  Senophis  and  Heliopolitan,  the  most  learned  priests  of 
that  country,  was  informed  by  them  of  the  existence  of 
certain  islands,  &r  from  the  AMc^n  coast,  called  the  Atlan- 
tic Islands,  which  he,  afler  his  return,  described  to  his 
countrymen  in  a  poem,  in  which  much  £mcy  umted  with  a 
few  &cts  in  producing  a  florid  and  extended  description. 
It  is  not  certain  that  any  further  information  regarding  them 
was  obtained  between  the  time  of  Solon  and  Homer ;  it  is 
even  probable,  that  all  Homer^s  knowledge  of  the  ^^  abodes 
of  the  blessed '*  was  that  which  had  been  transmitted  irom 
Solon,  of  whose  brother  he  was  a  descendant ;  and  it  may 
be  that  this  inimitable  fancy  sketch,  which  is  the  last  and 
only  unfinished  work  of  the  immortal  poet,  is  but  a  re-dress 
and  an  expansion  of  the  poem  of  Solon. 

**  Stem  winter  tmiles  on  that  anspicions  cfime, 
The  fields  tre  florid  with  nnfitding  prime :       r^^^^i^ 
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From  the  bleak  pole  no  winds  inclement  Uow, 
Mold  the  round  hail  or  flake  the  fleecy  snow ; 
But  from  the  breezj  deep  the  blest  inhale 
The  fragrant  murmurs  of  the  western  gale." 

Odtss.  it.,  Fop^t  2Vmu. 

Diodoros  Sicalus  telk  of  an  iskuid  in  the  Atlantic 
which  the  Carthaginians  discovered  in  one  of  their  ezplorar 
tions ;  but  from- the  sioe  ascribed  to  it — ^'  krg^  than  Aoa 
or  Africa" — ^it  is  more  probable  that  it  was  the  American 
continent  than  one  of  the  Canaries. 

It  is  supposed  that  this  group  was  known  to  the  Phoeni- 
dans,  for  whom  it  is  claimed  that  they  circmnnaTigated 
Africa ;  but  we  must  remember  that,  in  traversing  this  re- 
mote region,  we  are  wh^e  history  and  fiction,  fiible  and 
fikct,  are  inseparable,  and  all  is  wrapped  in  beclouded  un- 
certainty. It  is  also  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  that  in 
a  system  of  formations  such  as  that  represented  by  the 
islands  of  the  African  coast — ^whidi  is  underiaid  by  active 
volcanic  forces,  and  where  evidences  of  elevation  and  erup- 
tion of  comparatively  recent  origin  are  not  wanting — ^islanda 
may  have  existed  two  or  three  thousand  years  ago  which 
are  now  submerged. 

Coming  down  to  the  time  of  CaBsar  Augustus,  there  is 
evidence  that  something  was  certainly  known  of  idands  in 
these  waters,  to  the  descriptions  of  which  the  Canaries  will 
nearly  answer.  Plutarch  thus  describes  them :  "The  For* 
tunate  Islands  are  two  in  number,  and  are  at  the  distance  of 
ten  thousand  furlongs  from  the  African  coast.  Rain  seldom 
falls  there,  and  when  it  does,  it  falls  moderately :  but  they 
generally  have  soft  breezes,  which  scatter  soch  rich  dews, 
that  the  soil  is  not  only  good  for  sowing  and^^ilanting^  but 
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qpontaneoudy  prodaces  ihe  most  excellent  firnhs,  and  those 
in  such  abundance,  that  the  inhabitants  have  nothing  more 
to  do  than  to  indulge  themselves  in  the  ^joyment  of  ease. 
The  air  is  always  pleasant  and  salubrious,  through  the  happy 
temperature  of  the  seasons  and  their  insensible  transitions 
into  each  other."  The  number  of  these  islands  and  the 
description,  so  far  as  it  will  apply  to  any  terrestrial  abode, 
seem  to  point  to  the  Madeiras ;  but  as  there  is  no  evidence 
that  that  group  was  inhabited  previously  to  their  modem 
discovery — ^if  we  except  those  traces  left,  doubtless,  by  ship- 
wrecked mariners,  and  upon  which  the  story  of  Machim 
may  have  been  founded — ^we  must  suppose  that  he  refers  to 
the  principal  islands  of  the  Canary  group,  Teneriffe  and 
Grand  Canary.  In  giving  their  position  in  relation  to  the 
African  coast,  he  seems  to  have  been  governed  by  a  rule 
which  many  Down-Easters  follow  in  sailing  their  vessels,  viz., 
luck  and  guessing. 

The  elder  Pliny  speaks  more  definitely,  and  considering 
that  in  those  days  sextants  and  chronometers,  lunar  and 
stellar  fdtitudes,  and  great  circle  sailing,  were  not  yet  in 
embryo,  we  must  make  allowance  for  the  slight  errors  of 
his  navigator  in  reporting  latitude  and  longitude. 

He  says:  "The  Fortunate  Mands  were  discovered  by 
Juba,  who  thus  describes  them.  The  first  island,  called 
Ombrion  [we  may  suppose  that  the  names  were  given  by 
Juba],  has  no  traces  of  buildings.  On  its  hills  is  a  piece  of 
standing  water.  It  bears  trees  resembling  a  ferula,  from 
which  is  expressed  a  water,  bitter,  from  the  dark  species, 
but  from  those  of  a  white  color,  pleasant  to  drink.  [Pro- 
bably the  sap  of  some  species  of  palm.]  Another  is  called 
Junonia,  and  on  it  there  is  one  little  building  of  sto^. 
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Near  this,  there  ia  a  smaller  one  of  the  same  name.  Then 
Canrpraria,  foil  of  great  lizards.  In  sight  of  them  is  Ka- 
raria,  taking  its  name  from  perpetual  snows,  and  corered 
with  clouds.  [Teneriffe  answers  to  this  description.  It  is 
generally  snrrotmded  by  clortds,  and  the  apex  of  its  volcanic 
cone,  called  the  Piton,  being  composed  of  fragmentary 
pmnice  of  a  rery  light  color,  has,  when  the  smiHght  fills 
upon  it,  a  whitish  or  snow-€Overed  appearance.]  Kext  is 
Canaria,  so  called  from  a  multitude  of  dogs  of  great  size, 
and  traces  of  habitation  appear  there.  As  they  all  abound 
in  plenty  of  apples,  and  birds  of  every  kind,  so  this  abounds 
in  date-bearing  palms  and  the  nut  of  the  pine-tree.*»  We 
did  not  see  them,  but  were  informed  that  in  some  of  the 
islands  there  are  pines  which  bear  a  pleasant-flavored  nut. 

Strabo's  supposed  reference  to  this  archipelago,  we  find 
in  his  geography  in  these  words:  "The  febled  apples  of 
the  Hesperides — the  Islands  of  the  Blest  they  speak  of, 
which  are  still  pointed  out  to  us  opposite  Gades  [the  ancient 
name  of  Cadiz],  and  not  fer  distant  from  the  extremities  of 
Maumsia.'' 

Prom  the  decline  of  the  Roman  empire  until  the  begin- 
ning  of  the  fourteenth  century,  western  Africa  and  its 
islands  were  lost  to  the  civilized  world.  Generation  after 
generation  of  these  inoffensive  islanders  passed  away  in  bliss- 
ful ignorance  of  that  civilization,  before  which  they  subse- 
quently ^sappeared,  and  in  the  proud  belief  that  they  were 
the  largest  and  most  important  body  of  mankind. 

With  thesci,  as  with  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  islands  of 
Africa,  their  modem  discovery  was  the  result  of  accident, 
a  French  merchantman  having  been  driven  there  in  a  gale, 
in  the  year  1330.    France  was  indifferent  to  the  newly- 
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finmd  tarritories,  wUch  "wete  hers  by  right  of  diflcovery,  and 
they  are  lost  sight  of  until  near  the  middle  of  1^  century, 
yfhea  we  find  them  in  possesaicm  of  Pope  Cl^n^t  VI.,  who 
makes  a  grant  of  tJiam,  wrth  the  title  of  long,  to  a  Spaniard, 
Louis  de  k  Cerda,  on  the  oonditicm  that  he  should  eause  ^^  the 
Gospel  to  be  preached  to  the  nattves."  We  do  not  find  that 
any  equivalent  was  received  by  the  Pope  for  this  grant,  other 
than  the  promise  that  the  Grospel  should  be  preached  to  the 
natives ;  and  this  desire  for  the  salvation  of  an  obscure  race, 
and  the  (q)read  of  the  prindples  of  Uie  Gospel,  deserves  men- 
tion as  a  redeeming  trait  in  one  whose  diaracter,  as  drawn 
by  Protestants,  is  marked  only  by  unscrupulous  cupidity 
and  the  love  of  luxurious  ease.  The  death  of  Cerda,  which 
was  soon  followed  by  that  of  Clement,  prevented  the  exe- 
cution of  this  scheme,  and  the  islanders  lived  on  in  unbroken 
tranquillity  to  the  close  of  the  fourteenth  century. 

In  the  year  1400,  John  de  Bethenoourt,  a  Iforman  baron 
of  means  and  enterprise,  fitted  out  a  small  squadron  at 
Bochelle,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  possession  o^  and  set- 
tling in,  these  islands.  He  sailed  from  Rochelle  that  same 
year,  and  arriving  at  the  island  now  called  Lanzarote,  he 
landed  without  opposition  from  the  nathres,  and  formally 
took  possession  of  it,  and  subsequently  of  Fuertav^itura, 
Gomer,  and  Hierro. 

The  pacific  and  conciliatory  character  of  ins  measures  won 
for  him  the  good  will  of  the  people  of  these  idands ;  they 
readily  consented  to  his  terms  of  residence  and  trade; 
granted  him  extensive  possessions ;  and  on  Lanzarote,  igno- 
rant of  the  use  to  which  it  would  be  afterwards  applied, 
assisted  his  peoj^e  in  buflding  a  fort  at  Rubicon,  and 
in  the  erection  of  a  church,  called  St.  Marcial.    The  other 
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islandfl,  especially  Graad  Canary  and  Teneriffe,  resisted  Iiis 
approaches. 

From  Don  Henry  m.,  king  of  Castile,  he  obtained  a  for- 
mal grant  of  the  entire  group,  and  the  promise  of  assistance 
in  reducing  all  the  islands  to  his  authority.  After  a  resi- 
dence of  nearly  ten  years,  during  which  time  his  colony 
prospered,  and  his  benign  gOTemment  woa  to  him  the  at- 
tachment of  his  own  people  and  the  confidence  of  the  natiyes 
of  the  friendly  islands,  he  returned  to  Spain  to  provide  a 
more  extensive  system  of  settlement,  and  to  arrange  mea- 
sures for  the  reduction  of  Grand  Canary  and  TenerifTe.  He 
left  the  government  in  the  hands  of  his  nephew,  Mason  de 
Bethencourt,  who,  for  the  kind  and  just  measures  of  his 
uncle,  substituted  harshness  and  deception.  He  spent  his 
time  in  arranging  and  working  secret  attacks  against  the 
non-conforming  islands,  for  the  sake  of  booty ;  and  stealing 
men,  women,  and  children,  and  shipping  them  to  Spain, 
sold  them  as  slaves.  In  the  course  of  eight  years,  he  became 
an  object  of  disgust  among  even  his  own  people,  and  fearing 
that  he  was  not  altogether  safe  among  them,  he  sold  the 
grant,  which  by  the  death  of  his  uncle  had  &llen  into  his 
hands,  to  a  Spanish  count,  named  Niebla ;  and  going  to  For- 
tugal,  sold  it  again  to  that  government,  for  a  possession  in 
the  newly-discovered  Madeira.  Niebla  was  supported  in 
his  title  by  his  crown,  and  Portugal  fisdled  to  secure  her 
claim  to  the  Canaries. 

For  sixty  years,  the  colony  in  Lanzarote  continued  to 
exist,  doing  little  more  than  to  establidi  itself  more  firmly 
in  the  Mendly  islands,  and  making  occasionfd,  but  unsao- 
oessful,  attempts  towards  an  establishment  in  Grand  Canary. 

The  character  of  the  islands  was  now  well  understood  in 
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Spain ;  their  extent,  dimate,  and  productions,  excited  the 
covetousness  of  their  Catholic  majesties,  ^ho  compelled 
Governor  Diego  de  Herrara  to  sell  his  claim,  nnderthe  pre- 
text that  he  conld  never  subdue  the  natives,  and  allowing 
him  four  millions  of  maravedia — $15,000 — ^the  group  was 
added  to  the  Spanish  crown. 

In  1477,  a  thousand  Spanish  troops  were  landed  on  the 
shores  of  Grand  Canary,  and  pitdied  their  tents  among  the 
palm-trees,  which  waved  over  the  site  of  the  city  of  Las 
Pahnas.  The  native  warriors,  numbering  over  four  thou- 
sand, attacked  the  invaders  with  clubs  and  spears,  fighting 
with  a  bravery  worl^y  of  a  noble  race ;  but  the  discipline 
and  firearms  of  the  soldiers  prevuled,  and  the  Guanches,* 
retiring  in  good  order  towards  the  mountains,  left  many 
Spaniards  and  three  hundred  natives  on  the  field.  Like  the 
ancient  Britons  they  found  security  in  their  mountains,  and 
occasionally  descending  in  forays  to  the  valleys,  were  vic- 
tors in  many  skirmishes,  and  took  many  prisoners ;  but  at 
length,  after  a  six  years'  war,  they  submitted,  on  condition 
that  the  rank  of  their  princes  should  be  respected,  and  that 
the  possession  of  personal  liberty  and  effects  should  be 
secured  to  all.  This  event  took  place  on  the  29th  of  April, 
148.%  and  the  day  of  'Hhe  great  peace"  is  still  annually 
celebrated  in  the  churches  of  the  island.  Li  1487,  Grand 
Canary  received  the  title  of  kingdom  from  the  crown  of  Cas- 
tile, and  was  rated  a  bishopric  byPc^e  Lmocent  VIII. ;  and 
in  1615,  Las  Palmas  received  the  title  of  royal  city,  and  was 
constituted  the  capital  of  the  Archipelago. 

The  war  with  Teneriffe  was  now  vigorously  prosecuted ; 

*  OftUed  «*  Chumobes,"  from  "GtMO,"  which  in  thor  kngoage  sigBiflet 
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the  chie^  Taoaose,  was  made  prisoner  and  sent  to  Spain  as 
a  trophy,  where  he  died  of  a  broken  heart.    After  maoy 
bloody  strugglea,  the  brave  Guanches  of  T«ieriffie  rabinittfMlj 
but  they  were  cooqaered  by  the  per£dy  of  Alonxo  de 
Lugo,  the  Spanish  conunander,  rather  than  by  &roe  ci 
arms.    The  prisoners  taken  in  the  wars  were  transported  at 
slaves  to  the  jnartets  of  Spain ;  the  remaining  natives  were 
gradually  reduced  to  a  condition  of  serfdom ;  a  few  later- 
married  with  the  lower  classes  df.the  SpaniardB;  and  fay  the 
middle  of  the  seventeenth  century  there  was  not  a  pure- 
blooded  Guancby  to  be  fi>und  in  the  islands ;  and  Spain  was 
in  peaceable  possesion  of  ^^  the  abodes  ef  the  blest."    Hie 
population  continued  to  incsrease  Ui  weidlji  and  nmnbaii^ 
until  the  present  decade,  and  in  numbers  slill  continues  to 
multiply ;  but  since  the  fidlure  of  the  wine-erop,  wfaieh  had 
become  the  staple  of  their  agriculture  and  commeroe,  heavy 
losses  have  been  experienced  by  capitalists,  and  labor  is  less 
valuable  among  the  poor. 

The  islands  are  sevai  in  namber :  Teneriffe,  Qrand  Canary, 
Palma,  Fuertaveutnra,  Gomera,  Hierro,'*'  and  Lansarote, 
situate  between  the  parallels  of  27°  30'  smd  29^  SO',  nor& 
latitude,  and  12°  and  17°  west  longitude^  Humboldt,  at  the 
dose  of  the  last  century,  gave  their  population  as  less  than 
160,000.  We  must  admit,  reluctantly,  that  that  reliable 
traveller  was  mistaken,  as  the  population  has  increased  bet 
slowly  in  the  past  fifty  years,  owing  to  emigration,  and  the 
population  at  present  is  over  218,000.  This,  with  other  &cta, 
we  obtained  from  official  documents  at  the  d^artment  of 
government  at  Santa  Crua. 

•  M  one  time  the  geegimphen  of  all  nattotu  cosnted  toagitnae  from 
thia  island,  but  at  present  it  ia  naed  only  by  the  Dutch  for  that  purptfe. 
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The  mother  country  has  done  but  little  for  these  islands 
during  a  eentury,  other  than  to  oppress  them  under  the  plea 
of  ge?emment;  yet,  in  all  her  viff%  they  have  been  her 
MthM  allies,  and  are  still  the  eontented  sharers  of  her  &me, 
her  poverty,  and  her  hopeless  indebtedness.  The  present 
pepulatu>%  JtkfU>9  (Islanders),  as  they  term  themselves, 
are,  as  has  been  intimiated,  <^  Spanish  descent,  containing  a 
little  of  the  iKTorman  French  blood  inherited  from  the  Beth- 
encourt  coloniats,  and  in  parts  of  TeaerifEe  Guanchy  figures 
are  traceable  among  the  lower  dasses.  They  are  enterpris- 
ing and  industrious;  and  under  a  syst^n  of  government 
more  fiivoacable  to  th^  development  of  genius  and  labor, 
would  be  a  most  thrifty  population.* 

The  earliest  leliable  accounts^  df  these  islands  represent 
them  as  peojj^ed  by  an  athletic  race,  of  dark-complexion, 
straight  hair,  and  regular  features  of  Moorish  cast^  whose 
men  were  muscular,  active,  intelligent^  and  brave,  and  whose 
women  w^e  not  lacking  in  beauty  of  form. 

They  knew  nothing,  nor  had  any  tradition,  of  the  migra- 
tion of  their  ancestors  to  these  islands,  and  supposed  their 
own  the  largest  oonntry  in  the  world.  The  question  of  their 
origin  has  been  firuitful  of  oonjecturei,  and  on  the  sul^ect 

*  The  gOTennnent  of  the  islands  is  Tested  in  a  Junta,  or  royal  audience, 
composed  of  fire  or  seyen  members  appointed  by  the  crown,  over  whom 
the  gOTemor-general  presides.  The  decisions  of  this  court  are  final  in 
all  cases,  except  those  relating  to  real  estats.  The  jodieial  tribanals  be- 
low ore  the  courts  of  the  alcalde  major,  and  the  alcalde;  besides  these  there 
is  in  each  TiUage  and  rural  district  an  alcalde,  whose  powers  are  similar 
to  tiiose  of  a  Georgia  jostioe.  These  officers  are  all  appointed  by  the 
royal  audience,  and  hold  their  commissions  at  the  pleassre  of  the  gorer- 
nor-general  It  is  eyident  that  whaterer  may  be  the  sins  of  this  govern, 
ment,  the  people  wfll  be  gniltless;  and  ^hat  howeyer  endayed  in  other 
respects,  they  are  certainly  free  from  "the  eares  <^  state.** 
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which  has  occupied  such  minds  as  Kmnenhadi  and  Hom- 
boldt,  one  not  claiming  to  be  a  savant  is  expected  to  say 
bnt  little ;  this  little  is,  that  we  see  no  Tmamsrwerafale  objec- 
tion to,  bnt  manj  &cts  for,  conmdering  them  a  brandi  o^flie 
Atlas  fiunily. 

The  languages  of  the  sereral  islands  wer6  closely  alHed^ 
showing  a  recent  origin  in  a  common  tongue,  and  of  tiiese 
between  one  and  two  hundred  words  remain  to  us:  tiieseare 
mostl J  substantives.    On  comparing  these  Guandiy  words 
with  the  language  of  the  Touariks  of  the  Great  Desert,  it 
has  been  found  that  many  of  Aem  are  almost  identical  with 
those  used  by  that  tribe  to  denote  the  same  things ;  and 
when  we  consider  that  the  language  of  the  ChiaDches  was 
unwritten,  and  allow  for  the  x)hysiological  effects  of  cfimste 
in  mo^Bfymg  articulation ;  and  allow  also,  on  the  other  h^id, 
for  the  changes  which  in  the  course  of  centuries  tdce  place 
in  the  language  of  a  nomadic  tribe,  the  wonder  is,  that  so 
many  of  the  few  Guanchy*  words  remaining  should  now  be 
recognized  by  theTouarik.  When  we  add  to  this,  the  main- 
tenance in  common  of  certam  ideas  and  customs,  such  as 
fiittening  young  women  on  milk  befove  ^ring  them  in  mar- 
riage, using  hot  butter  as  a  salve  for  wounds,  their  prefer- 
ence for  a  pastoral  life,  the  absence  of  idolatry,  and  others, 
the  argument  for  a  common  origin  is  strengthened.    That 
origin  was  doubtless  in   the  great  Berber  &mi!y.     The 
"  when  "  and  the  "  how  ^  of  their  migration  hither  remains 
to  be  answered  with  such  questions,  as  the  ab  quo  of  the 
ten  lost  tribes,  and  the  appearance  of  the  Adatio  on  Ihe 
American  continent. 

The  inhabitants  of  T^ieriffe  believed  in  one  Ood,  whom 
,  they  called  ^^  Achoraa,  the  sustamer  of  heaven  and  oartihu^ 
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Th9f  worsMpped  standing,  lifting  their  hands  towards  hea- 
ven in  silettoe.  The  natives  of  several  of  the  other  iidands 
alsO)  were  monotheists,  who  regarded  the  Divine  Being  as 
omniseient  and  compassionate,  the  rewarder  of  virtue,  and 
avenger  of  sin,  and  to  whom  they  made  sacrifice  by  pouring 
oitt  goat's  milk.  The  inhabitants  of  Hierro  recognized  a 
male  and  a  female  divinity,  who  were  worshipped  by  the 
ocHTesponding  sexes.  Some  of  the  islands  had  image  repre- 
sentadons  of  the  Deity,  and,  from  this  feet,  travellers  have 
spoken  of  them  as  idolaters. 

Baoh  island  was  governed  by  a  prince,  whose  honors  were 
hereditary :  sometimes  two  or  more  princes  shared  the  same 
idand,  in  which  case  stone  walls  marked  the  lines  of  the  di- 
vkioii.  When  a  new  prince  came  into  power,  a  few  young 
perscms  were  allowed  to  sacrifice  themselves  in  some  mode 
(tf  death,  to  secure  the  divine  fevor  for  his  reign.  The  prince 
showed  his  appreciation  of  their  patriotism,  in  fiivor  towards 
the  surviving  relatives.  The  laws  were  just  and  severe ; 
murder  was  punfehed  with  death ;  and  to  minor  personal 
injuries,  the  lex  toHonis  applied — **  an  eye  for  an  eye,  a  tooth 
for  a  tooth.*'  The  Guanches  were  not  polyganrists,  and  were 
remarkable  for  virtue.  Ramsey,  the  historian,  tells  us  that 
the  "  vkginity  of  every  bride  was  the  property  of  the  king, 
and  that  both  parties  considered  it  an  honor  when  he  con- 
deseendcd  tA  dam  his  right ;"  but  this  does  not  accord  with 
other  ideas  and  practices  of  their  domestic  system,  nor  can 
we  find  any  good  authority  for  this  custom. 

Indecency  towards  afemale  was  a  serious  offence  promptly 
punished.  A  man  meeting  a  woman  in  a  solitary  place  was 
to  leave  the  road,  or  to  turn  his  back  as  she  passed,  nor  to 
look  at  nor  i^^eak  to  her.    The  natives  of  Teneriffe  recog- , 
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nized  three  daases  in  sodety,  corresponding  to  iioblei,  yeo- 
men, and  laborers,  and  the  gradation  ig  regarded  aec^dmne 
appointment.  Their  wealth  consisted  in  flooka  of  gOAta^  ott 
the  breeding  of  which  they  bestowed  so  nmch  sooeeagfid 
attention,  that  their  meat  is  said  now  to  be  superior  to  Welsh 
mntton.  They  did  bat  little  in  the  way  of  agriculture,  yet 
they  had  wheat,  and  several  varieties  of  pulse ;  they  lived  in 
caves,  or  houses  built  of  loose  stones ;  dressed  in  cloaks  and 
shoes  of  dressed  goat-skin,  to  wMch  the  women  added  a  p^ 
ticoat  of  rude  woof  in  goat's  hjdr. 

The  dead  bodies  of  princes  were  embalmed,  and,  with  the 
nobles,  were  buried  in  caves.  Several  of  these  mummies 
have  lately  been  found,  in  a  state  of  perfect  preservation, 
and  so  light,  that  a  denuded  body  weighed  but  a  lew  pounds. 
Their  manner  of  embalming  was  like  that  on  the  banks  of 
the  Nile,  irom  which  some  have  inferred  their  Egyptian 
origin  ;  but  Blumenbach  has  shown  that  tha  oonformatioB 
of  the  skull  denies  the  identity.  Near  the  town  of  Orotava, 
in  TenerifEiB,  there  are  several  caves  which  contain  dnills  and 
other  bones,  some  of  which  we  have  seen,  but  we  are  not 
competent  to  a  comparative  anatomical  desoription  of  them. 
Two  were  brought  home  by  one  of  the  officers  of  our  squit- 
dron,  Lieutenant  Johnson,  of  Georgia,  and  presented  to  Rev. 
Dr.  Means,  of  the  Augusta  Medical  Cdlege ;  and  it  is  to 
comply  with  the  request  of  our  honored  friend,  that  we  have 
been  thus  particular,  and  perhaps  tedious,  in  giving  an  ao- 
count  of  this  remarkable  race.  We  owe  the  dootor  this,  and 
more,  but  will  he  not  acknowledge  our  ^'  one  good  turn,'' 
by  giving  us  a  note  on  the  skull  in  his  possession  ?  Such 
observations  on  the  fiusial  line,  the  capacity  and  oharactoria- 
tic  developments  of  the  cranium,  as  the  doctor  can  make, 
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would  throw  much  light  on  the  mental  character  and  anthro- 
pological relations  of  this  extinot  tribe ;  and  thus  let  science 
contribute  her  quota  of  light  on  Ae  things  of  the  past, 
while 

"  The  historic  Muse  fVom  age  to  age, 
Through  many  a  waste,  nean-sickeidiig  page, 
Doth  trace  th4  rae4  of  man." 
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CHAPTER  m. 

TENSRIFFB. 

Approach  to  Santa  Cruz— Fishery  on  tbe  African  Ooast—Oatching  Flsh^ 
The  Cit/— Oar  Oonsol,  Col  Hart— His  Death— Intolerance  of  SpanSah 
Romanism— A  Word  to  Caterers— Character  of  the  Cknarian— A  Faatl- 
Tal — A  Day-Dream — Kelson^s  Defeat — Camels — Cochineal  and  its  Cul- 
tiration. 

The  white  sails  of  tbe  fishiag-boats  whidi  dot  tbe  wEves 
in  the  yicinity  of  Teneriffe,  begimung  at  tbe  anchorage  off 
Santa  Cruz  and  stretching  to  the  southward  and  eastward, 
give  an  air  of  life  and  enterprise  to  these  waters,  and  be- 
speak a  iavorable  impression  for  the  island  which  sends 
them  forth.  The  fishing-ground,  which  begins  here,  extends 
to  Cape  Blanco  on  the  coast,  and  runs  northward  along  the 
African  shore  for  five  hundred  miles,  affording  profitable 
employment  to  the  Canary  islanders,  who  hold  it  in  exdn- 
sive  possession,  sustained  by  the  crown  of  Spain.  Along 
the  shores  of  the  islands,  the  fish,  though  abundant,  are 
small;  but  nearer  the  mainland,  cod,  bream,  and  oUier  large 
fish,  valuable  in  commerce,  are  taken  in  large  quantities, 
and  hundreds  of  tons  are  annually  exported  hence  to  the 
mother  country :  but  such  ure  the  foolish  restricticms,  and 
heavy  excise  duties  imposed  by  the  government,  that  the 
fishermen  are  not  the  party  who  ei\joy  the  greatest  benefit 
from  this  valuable  fishery.  As  we  float  among  these  tiny 
boats,  it  is  quite  amusing  to  witness  the  wholesale  and  dex- 
terous manner  in  which  the  small  fry  are  taken.    A  circalar 
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iMg^ietY  of  fine  bran  wire,  rospeiided  from  a  gtenv-pole,  ia 
lowered  a  few  feet  into  the  water;  the  flBherman  then 
throws  around  it  a  quantity  of  finely  dio^^ped  fish,  and 
gradoi^j  baits  the  shy  school  into  his  net,  when  a  jerk 
brings  it  to  the  snr&ce,  and  a  deztrons  capsize  throws  the 
fidlvery  flatterers  into  the  boat.  Hundreds  are  often  taken 
at  a  draught,  mostly  oi  the  perch  family,  with  an  occasional 
rook  fidi,  and  that  ddicate  b<mehSe  of  epicures,  the  bi(^ie-le- 
mar.  At  ni^t,  the  fishermoi  keep  fire  in  their  boats  to 
attract  the  fii^  and  these  lights  serve  to  guide  vessels 
coming  in  the  dark  to  a  safe  anchorage. 

We  BQttde  the  land  last  night,  and  put  the  ship  under 
easy  saA.  It  is  now  morning ;  Santa  Cmi,  situated  at  the 
tooi  of  an  inclined  plane,  is  fully  in  view,  basking  in  the 
early  sunl^ht  like  a  flock  of  sheep  yet  undisturbed  by  the 
shepherd.  The  sur&ce  of  the  country  to  the  east  of  the 
city  is  remarkaUe  for  its  wild  and  broken  aspect,  it  being 
eomposed  of  a  group  of  distinct  natural  pyramids,  rising 
from  the  level  of  the  sea  to  the  height  of  several  hundred 
feet,  and  standing  with  as  little  order  of  position  as  if  some 
great  ^L^sfk/ex  of  systems  had  thrown  them  together  to 
gratify  his  love  of  disorder ;  or  as  if  this  had  been  the  bat- 
tla  field  of  those  angels  who,  quoth  Milton, 

^  Pl«ok*d  the  sMted  hffl,  and  by  the  shftggy  tops 
UyMftiBgy  here  thtm  ia  th«ir  binds." 

To  the  north  and  east,  the  country,  lees  broken,  rises  to  a 
central  ridge,  or  mountain  chain,  which  trends  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Peak,  but  breaks  before  it  reaches  the  system 
which  is  <arowned  by  the  giant  cone.    It  supports  an  irregu- 
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lar  plaleaa  of  fertUe  land,  on  whkh  wbm^  btiiej,  flogir* 
CMie,  and  cochineal  are  produced  in  hixmiant  harFeota 

^^  Oar  good  ship  is  anchored,  the  bill  of  health  aoeeptod, 
the  oon^pliments  <^  the  eommander-in-diief  acknowledged, 
salutee  fired,  and  we  are  away  fer  the  Acre."  We  landed 
at  the  mole  immortalized  hj  the  d^at  of  Lord  Ndson  and 
his  gallant  band,  in  1707;  and  proceeding  nnder  the  arch 
of  the  fort  which  guards  it,  entered  the  city.  The«tarsand 
stripes,  waving  from  a  balccmy  near  the  landing,  mariked 
the  residcAoe  of  our  consoi,  Ool.  Hatt ;  we  called,  as  in  dotj 
bound,  to  pay  our  wordiy  oomitryman  oitr  reqpecta,  bvt  he 
was  too  SKk  to  receive  ns.  Next  morning,  the  sad  tkBngs 
eame  that  he  was  dead ;  and  that  ovemng  we  eommltled  his 
remains  to  a  grave  among  strangers.  A  note  of  the  fhneral 
of  so  distingiiished  and  worthy  a  citizen  may  not  be  out  of 
I^ace  h^e. 

At  5  o'clock,  P.H.,  a  military  procession  waa  formed, 
under  direction  of  Lieut.  Bartlett,  and  marched  in  solemn 
order  from  the  English  Hotel,  wha*e  the  defloeased  had  re- 
sided, to  the  graveyard  in  the  suburbs.  Our  band  and  a  file 
of  marines  marched  before  the  coffin,  whi<^  was  csorned  by 
four  seamen,  supported  by  eke  pall4>earers,  led  by  tiie  chap- 
lain. The  bearers  were  two  connniastoiied  officers  of  oar 
ship  and  four  foreign  consuls,  resident  in  the  island.  These 
were  followed  by  the  surgeons,  one  fttmi  our  ship,  and  a 
surgeon  of  the  SpMdsh  army.  These  were  *^owed  by  a 
number  of  our  officers  and  Spanish  officers  of  rank,  with 
the  foreign  diplomatists;  then  by  a  number  of  ordioary men 
in  full  dress,  the  master^s  mates  brhiging  up  the  rear.  The 
muac  and  the  novelty  of  the  oocaaon  attracted  a  crowd  of 
street  loungers  and  beggars,  who  anbaatuMod  onr  ptt^^tess 
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by  tbeir  immbenB,  aad  wheaa.  we  reached  the  little  inolosare 
allotted  to  English  citizens  for  burial  pnrpofies,  the  mob 
r«died  io,  eomi^etelj  fiQing  it ;  nor  would  they  be  per- 
suaded out,  until  our  thoughtful  captaan  of  mariBes  put  his 
men  through  a  manceuvre  preparatory  to  firing  the  salute, 
ifhidi  the  guilty  crowd  interpreted  as  preparations  against 
themselves,  and  instantly  gare  way. 

So  strong  is  the  popuknr  <^^90flition  toProtestantram  here, 
that  it  was  advised  that  the  chaplain  e^uld  wear  his  uni- 
ibnn  as  an  officer  on  tiie  oocasion,  rather  than  the  Idaok 
gown  and  white  erarat  generally  used  in  perferming  divine 
serAoes  To  this  the  chaplain  consented,  in  obedienee  to  the 
request  of  his  superior  officer ;  nor  were  his  exhortation 
and  prayers  less  fervent  because  made  in  fnU-dress  uniform ; 
but  certainly  that  is  a  depk>raiUe  state  of  public  sentiment, 
<w  rath^,  we  should  say,  of  public  ignorance,  and  priest- 
mcdted  pr^udiee,  which  demands  su<di  a  thing ,  and  that  is 
aa  inattentive  government  which  will  allow  its  subjects  to 
be  treated  witii  siu^  ind^nities.  it  i«  tnte^  that,  in  most 
Roman  Catholic  countries,  American  Protestants  may  not 
bury  even  tiieir  h^^st  r^resentatives  entirely  according 
to  ihenr  own  forms ;  and  where  it  has  been  done  in  any 
degree,  it  was  by  borrowing  English  chapels,  English  grave- 
yards, and  English  protection.  Is  it  not  h^h  time  that  we 
were  demanding  of  sudi  nctioiis,  in  behalf  of  our  subjects, 
the  same  liberty  in  rei^ous  obs^rances  that  we  grant  to 
their  subjects  amcmg  us  ? 

CM.  Hart  is  known  in  America  as  the  author  of  several 
respectable  works.  He  had  been  for  two  years  our  repre- 
sentalive  in  the  Canary  Islands,  where  his  able  and  JEcalous 
\  for  the  promotion  of  the  interests  of  his  flag,  won 
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for  him  the  respect  and  oooficUiice  of  hig  diplomatic  brottoD 
of  other  courts. 

Santa  Cruz  is  a  compact  city,  of  stoQe»  pison-Uke  hongag^ 
built  in  true  Spanish  style — ^Moorish,  strictlj  speakuig — 
containing  a  population  of  twelve  thousand  soob»  and 
abundantly  supi^ied  with  wind-mills  and  mAoacoDi  abop^ 
unfailing  characteristics  of  Spanish  towns.  The  caatal 
square  of  die  city,  covered  with  smooth  flag-stonas  and  sur- 
rounded by  fine  buildings,  p'esents  an  imposipg  appearanoa. 
It  contains  a  monument  of  Carrara  marUe  thirty  feat  ia 
height^  composed  of  a  pedestal,  surmounted  by  a  female 
figure,  which  is  surrounded  by  statuettes  of  cherubim,  whidi 
was  built  to  commemorate  tiie  q^jp^rcuice  o/th4  Virgin  at 
Chimisay,  in  the  year  1392. 

The  city  contains  a  cathedral,  and.  churches  whose  njun- 
ber  is  somewhere  in  the  ^  teens.''  The  cathedral  is  %  vener- 
able, unsightly,  moss-grey,  tile-covered  jule  of  stone  and 

mortar,  in  the  style  oi but  I  am  forgeUing  myself   the 

editor  of  a  popular  southern  newspaper  says  ^^we  plain 
readers  are  not  interested  in  church  lurchitecture  and  t^ 
like."  What  a  graceless  set  plain  readers  mast  bel  We 
C(Hnmend  us  to  the  clemency  of  His  Holiness  oi  tbe  triple 
crown :  Ora  pro  nobis  I  Let  us  add,  howev^,  &m  the 
comfort  of  those  interei^d  in  the  ghostly  welfare  of  these 
sunburnt  brothers,  that  there  are  in  this  city  ov^  six  hun- 
dred monks  and  pnests ;  exactly  one  ecdesiaalao  to  every 
twenty,  children  included ;  and  besides  a  n«n  to  every  ibrtj, 
for  tile  spiritual  comfort  of  the  bachelors.  Wi&  such  a 
moral  police  as  this,  it  may  be  expected  that  the  moral  and 
spiritual  health  of  the  people  is  abundant  and  robost*  It 
may  be  so ;  but  to  our  eyes,  the  moral  devekqpin^tM  did  not 
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reflect  mooh  credit  on  the  means ;  and,  to  use  a  oonunon 
but  sigmficant  expreesion,  the  spiritual  were  only  ''  as  well 
a»  could  be  expected."  ^ 

Yessda  bound  from  Europe  to  the  Indies  and  South 
America,  make  a  half-way  house  of  Santa  Cms,  where  they 
gtop  £)r  water  and  fresh  provisions,  and  in  former  years 
made  an  addition  of  Canary  wines  to  their  stock  in  trade. 
With  the  English  and  American  cmisers  of  the  African 
eoasti  tins  is  a  &ToraMe  recmiting  station,  when  thar  crews 
have  been  weakened  and  dispirited  by  long  exposure  to  the 
heat  of  the  tropics. 

The  markets  of  meats,  fruits,  vegetables,  and  poultry,  are 
therefore  encouraged,  and  the  prioes,  though  in  advance  of 
the  Madeira  markets,  are  not  extravagant.  Caterers  of 
passenger  ships  and  men-of-war  might  lay  in  their  salt  fiah 
to  advantage  here,  as  the  cod  is  of  superior  qualityyand  the 
tcLBsarte^  when  properly  dressed,  is  said  to  equal  the  sahncm 
in  flavor. 

In  coming  h^e  from  Madeira,  we  were  struck  wiUi  the 
difference  of  manners  which  exists  between  the  lower  classes 
of  Funchal  and  those  of  Santa  Cruz,  and  the  comparison  is 
&voralde  to  the  former.  '^  Take  away  all  the  good  quali- 
ties of  a  Spaniard,"  says  a  traveller,  *^  and  yon  have  a  For- 

*  The  ifllaxulB  ar«  (Uvided  in^  two  bishopiks,  which  together  eoDftata 
fifteen  conTents,  oyer  thirty  moxia8teritB>  uid  more  than  four  hundred 
r^nlar  clergy,  or  priests,  who  have  cures.  The  monks  are  nomerous, 
bnt  more  decent  in  appearance  and  manners  than  those  generally  met 
with  in  the  dominions  of  Spain.  They  are  even  said  to  be  tolerably 
moral.  One  was  pointed  out  to  me  by  an  old  Spamsh  re^dent  as  being 
^  <|aite  a  gentieman."  I  wa&ed  across  the  square,  wiped  my  glasses  and 
tO(A  a  carefbl  surmey  of  him.  _  , 
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tngaese.''  We  dissent  in  toto  from  such  a  definition  of  their 
rdatire  merits.  The  Portngaese  is  rather  obsequious,  it  is 
true,  and  there  is  an  independence  in  the  bearing  of  the 
Spaniard  of  the  Canaries  which  is  more  pleasing  to  the 
American  taste ;  bnt,  as  with  the  lower  classes  of  America, 
impudence  too  often  takes  the  place  of  that  self-respect 
called  independence.  At  present  the  Spaniard  is  the  more 
enterprising,  but  the  Portuguese  is  equally  honest  and  in- 
dustrious, and  more  Eberal  in  his  views  of  politics  and 
religion. 

The  lower  classes  here  are  very  observant  of  religious 
rites.  Bvery  ftraily  has  its  patron  saint,  to  whom  one  day 
in  the  year  is  dedicated  in  festivities,  and  the  saints'  days 
of  the  church  are  regarded  with  as  much  reverence  as  the 
Sabbatii :  though  to  the  credit  of  Santa  Cru2  be  it  said,  the 
stores  are  not  opened  on  Sunday  until  the  afternoon,  and 
many  of  them  remain  closed  all  the  day  long ! 

Our  first  visit  to  this  port  included  the  festival  of  St.  An- 
thony, the  patron  swnt  of  the  island.  High  mass  was  cele- 
brated at  the  cathedral ;  the  soldiers  attended  in  ftill  dress ; 
the  streets  were  thronged  with  country  people,  the  men  in 
best  knee-breeches  and  brightest  vests,  and  the  women  in 
gay  caHco  dresses  and  hooded  shawls  of  white  flannel, 
trimmed  with  white  silk  ribbon.  We  went  to  hear  the 
oration  or  sermon  of  the  day,  delivered  at  the  cathedral  by 
the  most  eloquent  priest  of  the  city ;  but  our  interpreter — 
one  of  our  officers — ^was  so  taken  with  the  nun-like  costume, 
or  the  bright  eyes  of  the  peasant  lasses,  that  he  gave  us  but 
littie  of  the  discourse.  We  gathered,  however,  between 
our  eyes  and  ears,  enough  to  assure  us  that,  from  tile 
American  stand-point  of  pulpit  eloquence,  tt^was  dry  and 
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ptomic  The  sel^poBsessioii  of  the  old  gentleman  excited 
my  envy.  He  stopped  at  intervals  <rf  ten  mmutes  to  take 
Banff  and  scratch  up  new  ideas — ^an  nngraceful  gestnre,  we 
thought — and  always  resnmed  his  discourse  with  marvellons 
freshness.  From  his  success,  we  recommend  these  ezpedi- 
dienta  to  those  brethren  who  are  so  much  opposed  to  ^^  pre- 
pared discourses,"  yet  so  frequently  at  a  loss  for  ideas. 

The  aroma  of  crushed  myrtle  and  cedar,  and  other  frar 
grant  leaves,  with  which  the  streets  and  churdies  were 
strewn,  the  h<^day  appearance  of  the  people,  and  other  less 
d^aed  assod^ons,  reminded  us  of  camp-meeting  and 
scenes  of  true  spiritual  festivity  in  a  State  &r  away ;  and 
while  the  preaidier  progressed  with  the  glories  of  St.  An- 
tiiony,  we  were  imagining  the  eflbct  upon  his  unmoved 
andiilors  if  Alexander  Means,  done  in  Spanish,  could  pour 
iqxm  tiiemhis  wild,  torrent-like  eloquence,  or  if  we  could 
call  up  the  finished  and  impreasiye  orator,  Alfred  T.  Mann, 
or  introduce  Pierce — the  old  man  eloquent — ^with  his  incan- 
descent words  d  revealed  and  philosophical  truUi,  ibrcing 
thdr  way  to  the  heart  like  the  red-hot  naosives  of  heavy 
ordnance.  Ye  saints  of  paint  and  canvas  I  how  these  naves 
and  fdsles  would  ring  with  the  shouts  of  spiritual  resurrec- 
tion 1  Nor  could  the  potent  AfUonio  himself  command 
the  peaee.  What  have  these  to  do  with  Teneriffe  ?  Pa- 
tient reader,  they  were  there-^^iot  each  inprcpridpersond^ 
but  as  certainly  there,  in  the  memory  and  imi^^ation  of 
the  writer  I 

This  day  is  also  celebrated  as  the  anniversary  of  t^  vic- 
tory over  Lord  Nelson.  The  English  flags,  secured  in  cases 
to  the  altar,  are  displayed  to  the  people,  and  the  English, 
and  heretics  genendly,  are  Uess^d  without  stint  or  penance. 
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It  was  hei8  that  Nelaon  loet  hkaimmdaeFeiilHiBdradaC 
his  men. 

At  midmght,  on  the  24th  of  July,  1797,  he  attemptoi  ta 
land  a  thousand  men  on  the  mole  and  beaoh  of  Santa  Onm, 
with  the  hope  of  taking  the  d^  by  sorprise;  his  appvoaoh 
was  disoovered,  and  ^irtien  within  range  of  the  gona  of  the 
forts,  he  was  met  by  a  deadly  fire.  Through  the  de«fcrafr> 
tire  hail,  and  the  heavy  siiri^  his  brave  men  pressed  on; 
many  of  their  boats  w^re  dashed  to  pieces  against  the  mols^ 
losing  men  and  ammnnitfon ;  the  powder  was  all  destr^ed^ 
yet  morning  fi>and  a  resistless  remnant  of  nesr  three  ha^ 
dred  in  the  central  square  of  the  oity — the  Prado— with 
torch  in  hand,  ready  to  destroy  the  town  and  peridi  with 
it,  rather  than  sorrendw  to  their  enemies,  by  whom  they 
were  now  completely  snironnded.  Knowing  their  de^M- 
rate  determinatiwi,  the  govenM^  eonsented  ftar  thea  to 
r^m  to  their  ships,  to  restore  thek  prisoBers,  and  to  Or- 
nish them  with  boats  in  whi^ch  to  leave  the  shore.  Hie 
prisoners,  a  few  scattered  companies  tak^i  on  the  beaeh 
during  the  engagement,  were  liberated,  but  tlieir  flags  were 
retained  as  trophies.  This  is  the  victoiy  annually  ede- 
brated  here— a  defeat  which  reflects  more  gkwy  <m  Kebon 
and  EngUsh  sailors  than  the  victory  of  Trafeilgar. 

Camels  are  extensively  used  in  these  islands  as  beasts  of 
burden,  and  in  Teneriffe  they  are  the  main  dependonoe  in 
transfinxing  merchandise  from  the  ports  to  the  ii^eiiar. 
Curious  to  see  how  these  ships  of  the  desert  navigate  junong 
hills  and^vaUeys,  we  started  in  company  of  half  a  doaen, 
with  their  drivers,  for  the  old  town  of  T<aguna,  fofir  miks 
in  the  interior,  but  soon  became  tired  of  their  slow  pace 
and  left  them  behind.  In  going  up  or  descending  the  gen- 
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tlest  slopes^  Hbaj  tadc  and  yeer  like  a  ridp  bestiiig  to  wind- 
ward,  and  though  quite  seii^ible  to  kindness  and  flatterj, 
osnsc^  be  coaxed  into  a  quicker  pace,  in  ascending  or  de- 
scending, than  about  a  mile  to  the  hour,  and  if  laden  with 
mere  than  five  or  six  hundred  pounds,  groan  and  complain 
ftt  every  step*  They  are  of  the  Arabian,  or  one^^ramped 
species,  bvt  certainly  are  not  ^  swift  of  foot,**  liks  their  anp 
cestors,  *^  the  dromedaries  of  Midian  and  Ephah."  They 
are  shaggy,  ungraeeftil,  yet  majestic-looking  animaib,  and 
amwg  the  stony  Toads,  steep  hills,  and  scant  herbage  of 
the  Canary  Idands,  are  out  of  their  native  element. 

Before  reaching  our  destination,  we  turned  into  a  cac- 
tus field,  where  a  numb^  of  persons  in  pantaloons,  short 
sa(dc4ike  gowns,  and  straw  hats,  were  gathering  oochineaL 
We  approached  tiie  nearest  operator,  preparing,  as  we 
went,  a  few  questions  from  our  small  stock  of  Spanish ; 
but  imagine  the  surprise  when  our  "good  day**  was 
answered  by  the  sweet  "  JSue^iA,  /SMor,**  of  a  young  bru- 
nette^ 

Dear  reader,  if  you  are  a  very  modest  man  you  can  form 
some  idea  of  our  embarrassment.  We  stood  in  the  pre- 
sence of  a  fhfl-hlown  Bloomer,  a  Lucy  Stone  fiiUy  d^edr— 
we  apologized,  through  our  guide,  for  the  intrusion,  and 
proposed  to  withdraw  without  further  question ;  but  she 
laughed  heartily  at  the  joke,  and  soon  we  were  sur- 
rounded by  her  companiosis,  aD  of  the  same  sex  and  dress, 
who  laughed  at  our  modesty,  answered  our  questions,  and 
sued  for  a  fee,  which  we  met  with  a  btmch  of  cigars. 
They  gladly  accepted  the  present,  and,  as  we  left  them, 
they  sent  us  away  with  a  merry  s<h^.  When  we  reached 
the  road,  the  work  of  dislodging  the  many  thorns  gathered 
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in  o«r  ekirts,  showed  us  tliftt,  at  lesst  in  tiie  oactus  fields, 
women  have  good  reason  for  ^  wearing  the  breeches." 
The  ooohineal  insect,  or  coetis  ca6ti,  is  a  species  of  the 
cocns,  **a  genu  of  hemiptems  inseots,  haying  the  snont 
or  roetnim  in  the  breast,  the  antenna  fiHform,  and  the 
posterior  portion  of  the  body  furnished  with  bristles.^  It 
is  oral  and  purple,  and  when  fnlly  grown,  is  of  the  size  of  a 
gnun  of  wheat.  The  body  is  marked  with  transverse 
wiinkks,  or  depressions;  tiie  antennn  are  one^hird  the 
lengUi  of  the  body;  the  legs,  on  the  inferior  antmor  por- 
tion of  the  body,  are  black,  smooth,  and  seemingly,  but 
Uttle  adapted  to  locomotion,  and  the  whole  insect  is 
covered  wilii  a  white,  pollen-like  dust.  To  describe  it  in 
more  homely  terms,  it  much  resembles  a  half-grown  oow 
tick,  and  when  first  broken,  the  secretion  whidi  contains 
the  coloring  matter  resembles  the  blood  (?)  of  that 
insect. 

Tljuere  are  two  varieties  of  these  insects,  produced,  doubt- 
less, by  cultivation :  the  grcma  sf/lvestriOj  and  the  grana 
fina.  The  former  are  the  small  wild  insects,  and  the  la^.er 
t^  insects  cultivated  for  commerce.  The  males  of  the 
C.  cacti  are  in  proportion  to  the  females  as  about  one  to  a 
hundred  and  fifty,  are  furnished  witii  wings,  and  c(mtain 
but  litde  coloring  matter. 

The  ^Bmale  lays  a  great  number  of  eggs,  and  soon  after 
dies,  leaving  the  process  of  incubation  to  tiie  warmth  of  the 
atmosphere.  The  cac^ti«  cocAmill(/V,  upon  which  the  in- 
sects live,  is  cultivated  in  rows  four  feet  apart,  with  a  q>aoe 
of  two  feet  between  the  x>l<mts  in  the  row,  and  on  a  ridi 
light  soil  will  attain  to  great  height,  but  it  is  kept  down  to 
three  feet. 
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The  haryeets  «re  three  in  the  year,  fer  the  ooltiTiKted 
variety,  when  they  are  scraped  from  the  surface  of  the  leaf 
with  a  dull  knife  or  piece  of  iron  hoop.  Thej  are  then 
killed,  either  by  exposure  to  the  heat  of  an  oven,  or  by 
being  dipped  in  scalding  water,  and  afterward  dried  in  the 
sun. 

The  varieties  of  cochineal  known  in  commerce  as  the  grey 
and  black,  are  produced  by  the  process  of  killing ;  those 
killed  by  the  dry  heat  retaining  the  white  powder  already 
described,  which  gives  the  mass  a  greyish  hue,  and  those 
scalded^  losing  it  in  the  water,  assume  their  natural  purple. 
Two-thirds  of  the  weight  of  the  insects  is  lost  in  drying, 
and  it  is  supposed  that  about  70,000  are  necessary  to  make 
a  pound  when  dry.  Cochineal  has  been  extensively  used 
in  dyeing,  and  although  chemistry  has  supplanted  it  in  the 
lac  dyes,  by  a  cheaper  material,  the  demand  for  it  *is  still 
xmabated,  and  while  it  commauds,  as  it  now  does,  a  dollar  a 
pound  in  the  first  market,  it  will  be  cultivated  with  profit 
in  these  islands. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  capitalists  here,  that  cochineal  can 
be  made  as  profitable  to  the  laborers  and  land  owners  as 
was  the  grape,  for  which  it  has  been  substituted;  but  the 
sun-burnt  islefioa,  whose  smoky  huts  are  scattered  among 
those  desolate-looking  fields,  where  once  the  vine  dropped 
its  fatness,  and  spread  luxuriant  shade  for  the  gambols  of 
their  tawny  children,  and  the  evening  Btesiw  of  the  sires, 
are  longing  and  praying  for  the  return  of  those  harvests 
when  wine  flowed  in  rivers,  bearing  joy  to  the  poor  and 
gold  to  the  rich ;  and  when  the  light  labors  of  three^uar- 
ters  of  the  year  prepared  them  to  harvest  the  fruits,  and 
tread  the  wine-press  of  autumn,  with  songs  and  merry- 
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makings  and  when  the  b^eyd^t  Baoohm  relisred  labor 
of  its  corse* 

"Nop  ye  who  lire 
In  luxiify  and  etse,  in  pomp  and  pride, 
Tbink  these  lost  tiieoMS  tunrorthy  of  yevr  esr : 
Suoh  themes  as  these  the  rural  Maro  sung 
To  wide — Imperial  Borne,  in  the  foil  height 
Of  elegance  and  taste,  by  Greece  refined.** 

Thoksoit. 
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CHAPTHR  lY. 

TENEBIFFE — CONTINUED. 

Start  for  the  Peak— Our  Horses  and  Gaide^Jar-Carriers  of  Santa  Cnia 
— €5t7  of  Lagtma— Flowefs  on  the  Ho«e>top»-->Hiatorioal  Anodstloiis 
— Population — A  Saorilegioi^  FwUng — ^An  A^caltnral  District — 
Threshing  and  Ploughing — Backward  state  of  Agriculture  accounted 
for — U  Oonteatraent  always  aVhrtue  f — ^A  Olimpse  of  the  old  Basaltic 
System — A.  Cuse  of  Gonscien«e  mtmm  Appetite — A  Wandering  Jew — 
Ancient  and  Modem  Portions  of  the  Island — Botanical  Garden — Dragon 
Tree^ — Orotava,  etc. 

Readsb,  haye  you  been  in  the  tropics-^  the  tropics  in 
mid^sommer,  when  the  sun  of  noon  was  so  exaetly  over- 
head that  the  shadow  of  your  immortal  self  was  included 
in  the  circumference  of  the  leaf  of  yonr  straw  hirt ;  when 
all  the  philosophers  in  the  world  oonid  not  hare  i^idcen 
your  conviction  that  the  sun  is  a  ball  of  fire^  and  you  per- 
fflsted  in  the  belief  that  he  is  much  nearer  than  ninety-five 
millions  of  miles,  despite  the  showing  of  your  mathematics ; 
when  the  ^Muminous  atmosphere ''  theory  was  aifflwered 
with  a  pshaw!  for  yon  frii  fire;  and  the  aphorism  that 
"figures  do  not  lie,"  was  met  by  an  incredulous  shrug,  and 
a  "  may  be  not  I"  If  so,  you  can  appreciate  the  heat  and 
brightness  of  the  day  in  August  when,  in  company  with 
Dr.  S.  R.  S.,  the  writer  left  the  dusty  streets  of  Santa  Cruz 
on  a  journey  to  the  summit  of  the  Peak  of  TenerifTe,  by 
road,  forty  miles  distant. 
Through  the  kindness  of  our  excellent  fUend,  Mr.  LeBmn, 
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of  Santa  Croz,  we  were  fumiflhed  with  lettera  of  liitrodAc- 
tion  to  Professor  Smyth,  astronomer  royal  of  Scotland,  wiio 
was  then  on  the  heights  making  astronomical  observations ; 
and  to  her  British  majesty's  consul  for  Orotava,  Mr.  Gb<>d- 
all.  We  hired  a  guide  and  two  horses  at  the  rate  of  fire 
dollars  a  day  and  provisions  for  man  and  beasts,  and  momit- 
ing  to  our  crazy  saddles,  at  9  a.k.  took  up  tiie  paved  road 
for  Laguna  and  Orotava ;  the  fonner  four,  and  the  latter 
twraty  miks  distant.  0«r  horses,  a  1m^  and  a  sorrel,  were 
modest,  subdued-looking  creatures,  that  seemed  to  have 
been  trying  the  sUraw-a-day  experiment,  with  a  bright  pro- 
speet  of  soon  joining  company  with  the  immortalised  nag 
of  Walter  Sc<Ht  in  the  wide  pastures  of  nonentity.  Tet, 
they  were  the  best  that  could  be  hired  in  the  city.  Oar 
walking«tiokB  were  soon  in  requffltion,  and  indications 
came  eariy  and  frequently  that  we  Aould  both  ride  and 
work  our  passage  to  Orotava.  We  intimated  to  the  guide, 
who  was  owner  of  one  of  the  horses,  that  we  were  not 
mueh  pleased  with  his  stock,  bctt  he  assured  ns  that  they 
were  ^'  blooded  animals,"  and  though  not  very  £ut,  were 
Bsfe  and  docile.  Safe  they  were,  for  they  deqyised  8a<^  in- 
sobrieties as  cantermg  or  fiust  trotting;  and  they  were  obe- 
di^it  to  perfection  to  the  word  ^^  whoa !"  What  our  htNrses 
lacked  in  emdonponUy  Jose  made  up.  He  was  a  stalwart 
^'  ulefiOj^^  with  the  wins  and  legs  of  a  Heroules,  and  the 
activity  of  a  greyhound ;  unusually  good  humored  and 
oU^ging.  He  kepi  up  with  the  horses  all  day,  ran  up  the 
hills,  and  whistled  <^  sang  along  the  pkdns,  indifferent  to 
the  rough  roads  and  hot  sim.  Like  his  countrymen,  and 
the  dwellers  in  hot  countries  generally,  he  seemed  to  have 
no  care  for  the  morrow,  and  with  the  project  of  five  dol- 
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lart  ftod  %  good  mipper  at  the  doee  of  the  dajj  he  was  i>er- 
ftctly  hi^py. 

Thb  road  is  frequentlj  eolireiied  bj  the  scarlet  pettieoata 
and  gaj  songs  of  the  (^ye-jar  earners,  who,  haying  de- 
posited their  heavy  loads  in  Lagima  and  received  a  pittance 
for  the  labor,  are  descesding  to  their  homes  in  Santa  Cruz 
with  light  heads  and  glad  hearts.  Women  «re  nsed  as 
beasts  of  burden  in  tr8nsp<»rtiaig  these  fragile  oonunodities 
across  tiie  mountains,  and  the  weight  they  cMrry,  over  roads 
too  steep  for  wheeled  carriages,  is  aslonishing  to  American 
eyes.  I  counted  fort^  of  these  earthenware  vessds  on  the 
bead  of  one  woman,  and  she,  seemingiy,  over  ftxctj  years  of 
age ;  yet  she  toiled  up  the  steep  hills  with  a  brisk  and 
steady  step^  and  when  at  the  ^id  of  her  journey  she  re- 
ceived sixteen  cents  in^ead  of  twelve,  the  pay  for  an  ordi- 
nary load,  she  went  h<Hne  to  her  swarthy  brood  with  a 
bounding  step  and  a  cheerful  &ee* 

Think  of  this,  ye  who,  strangers  to  the  simple  annals  of 
the  poor,  talk  of  the  hardships  of  life  in  theexoeas  of  luxury 
and  ease !  Think  of  it,  ye  well  fed,  well  paid,  yet  discon- 
tented laborers  of  the  States,  who,  from  very  abnndance, 
forget  the  digoity  of  labor,  aoMl  disturb  the  virtuous  cheer 
of  an  industrious  life  with  restless  aspirings  aft^  positions 
of  idle  ease  or  corrupting  wealth  1 

An  hour's  ride  brought  us  to  Laguna,  the  oldest  town 
and  finrmer  caf^tal  of  tiie  island.  It  is  situate  in  a  hoUow, 
or  shallow  basin,  of  the  irregular  plateau^  which  we  have 
already  described  as  overlying  the  great  central  ridge  <^ 
the  island,  and  is  2^20  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  The 
tcadition  handed  down  from  the  Guanches,  thi^  its  ate  was 
finmerly.occujned  by  a  lake  or  pool,  is  confinned  by  the 
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ordorin^pofhwhiolithesvifreeioilpreeento.  Thekc 
are  built  of  stone  and  covered  with  Dntdi  tUeSi  mto  tbe 
eieneea  .of  whieh  the  winds  that  sweep  these  hMls  aentian- 
aUy  have  carried  Hj^  soili^  wbieh,  motstened  by  the  humid 
atmosphere  of  this  looiAson,  gire  Tigramui  life^  to  ^ri^o- 
Bunes — qpeoies  of  fern — ^waU  flowem,  hoase  leeks  and  either 
phutS)  which  grow  so  Inxuoantfy  as  often  to  cover  entire 
roo&,  and  form  a  striking  featare  in  a  view  of  the  town. 

It  was  in  this  vidnity  that  tiie  long  and  Uoody  wars  be- 
tween the  Gannd&es  and  the  Spanish  invaders  were  l»t>iig]Kt 
to  a  dose.  At  a  ooancil,  assembled  cm  the  j^ain  mid«r  a 
flag  of  tniee,  the  reprsossitative  <^  the  Gaan^ies  a^red 
Captain  Ak»iao,  ^^  why  he  invaded  their  oomtry  without 
provostttien^  and  oanried  anvay  their  cattle  and  their  peo- 
ple?" he  answered  decqadvely,  that  his  object  was  not  to 
conqver  them,  bat  to  make  them  Chrisdans.  llred  and 
wasted  by  the  protracted  war,  and  with  the  hope  of  oli^ain- 
ing  rest  irwn  their  too  XK>werftil  enemies,  they  accepted  his 
proposal,  and  the  host  of  rude  warriora  bowed  to  receive 
the  baptism  of  the  church.  It  was  a  fatal  step.  The  sym- 
bol of  new  life  and  liberty  became  to  them  the  yoke  of 
bondage  and  destmotion;  and  Alonso,  seeing  that  the  tri- 
umph oi  Sf8m  was  now  sure,  sanctified  his  mriiUlowed 
means  by  building  a  chapel  on  the  spot ;  and  arotmd  it,  hi 
149d,  laid  out  the  dty  of  Laguna.  The  presoit  popaladioii, 
composed  mainly  of  shopkeepers  and  traders,  who  bay  up 
oouBtry  produce  for  the  ^pping  n^erchantd  of  Ssota  Oros^ 
with  a  few  artisans  raid  a  swarm  of  idlers,  mdading  four 
hundred  monks,  numb^s  abo«it  mne  thousand. 

On  market  days  the  town  presents  quite  a  bushiess  as- 
pect;  camels  and  donkeys  with  wA  llled  pabSers  of  gnte 
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•ad  Tegetablei^  throng  tke  dostj  streets;  crowds  of  oomi- 
trjm$o^  ia  broad-brimmed  woollen  hatS)  fiporting  eords 
andtaneLiwlikdilumg  down  the  baek,  and  oosrse  Ikise^' 
woobef  amall  olothee^  fiustened  at  the  knee*  bj  knots  of  gay 
ribb«»s,  ooenpy  the  sidewalks  and  numerous  wine^ihops; 
all  smddng  pi^diiios,  and  all  diattering  at  onee,  like  afloek 
of  monkeys  dnturbed  by  theory  of  a  jaokaL  The  beggars 
are  £bw,  and  mrasaally  modesty 

In  the  old  and  well-built  cathedral  there  is  a  painting — a 
copy  firom  some  bdd  Italian  master— which  shows  the  ex- 
treme into  which  i^rmboHsm  will  inerritably  ran,  wh^i  not 
bekl  sobaenrient  to  a  scriptural  and  spiritual  rel^;ion.  It  is 
an  afttemptied  representation  of  the  Trinity — ^we  almost 
shudder  to  write  it — ^in  which  God  the  Father  is  represented 
by  a  yeneralde  old  man ;  Ood  die  Son  by  a  young  man, 
whose  £u)e  is  deeply  marked  with  lines  of  sorrow ;  «id  the 
Holy  Spirit  by  a  white  pigeon,  encirded  by  a  halo.  Our 
own  Longfellow  could  not  avoid  offending,  in  some  degree, 
the  £9elings  of  refined  and  sinoere  Bible  theists,  when  he 
represented,  in  the  shadowy  lines  of  poetry,  the  Great  spirit 
of  the  Indian  by  an  old  man  smoking  a  peaoe-pipe.  Some 
i^w  of  excuse  may  be  offered  for  the  poet  who  would 
thns  embody  a  legend  of  savage  thought^  but  what  apology 
ean  be  o&red  for  this  enormous  excrescence  of  a  morbidly 
overgrown  symbolism  ?  Who  that  receives  the  decal<^e 
as  an  exponent  of  Divine  WiU,  can  paordon  so  palpable  a 
violation  of  its  sjnrit  and  interdictions— or  who  in  dmsten- 
dxnn  is  so  ignorant,  so  weak  in  intellect,  as  to  be  assisted  in 
his  conceptions  of  an  omnipotent  and  unchanging  Being  by 
the  picturo  of  an  o4d  man  with  a  grey  beard;  or  to  gain 
any  realiwtion,  spiritual  or  intelleelual,  of  the  Afflatus  that 
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filMh  isoBMBm^y  by  a  daub  of  shaded  white  in  the 
of  a  pigeon?    They  who  can  proit  by  such  a  re| 
are  not,  religiously,  a  single  step  in  adTsaoe  of  the  idol- 
wocshipping  savage ;  and  to  such,  e<HiYenion  to  MohamHM- 
daoism  would  be  an  ekTation.    Tet,  the  yeneraUe  mstita- 
tionwhiohanogates  to  herself  the  title  <tf^^f»rilnal  L^;lit 
of  the  World,"  here,  and  in  some  of  the  ohorehea  of  Itely^ 
hangs  this  brilliant  expression  of  saerilegioss  thought  about 
her  altars;  aad  that  not  merdy  as  a  symbol  to  tissUt  tihe 
oonoeptioiis  of  the  ignorant,  but  as  the  ezpoiieDt  of  a  defi- 
nite idea  of  the  personality  of  Ddty.    Pardon  the  digres- 
sion, dear  reader  I    Our  blooded  nag,  ^^  Ready-to-halt,*'  pro- 
gresses so  quietly  up  the  gentle  hill  that  leads  from  Lagunn 
to  Orotava,  that  moralisng  is  easy,  espedally  on  this  sub- 
joot ;  and  here,  where  the  mighty  mountains  around  us, 
towering  above  the  okmds,  and  the  boundless  vista  of  surg- 
isg  ocean,  impress  us  with  the  immeasurable  grandeur  of 
Sternal  Power. 

We  pursued  our  journey  aoross  the  high  plains  ov«r  the 
excellent  road  which  eonneets  Santa  Cruz  and  Laguna  wiA 
the  hamlet  of  Viotoria  and  die  country  beyond.  Hie  fidds 
on  each  ude  had  lately  been  reaped  of  a  heavy  crop  <^ 
wheat,  and  at  a  fium-house  on  the  road-side,  a  few  mifaa 
from  Lagnna,  we  witnessed  the  operation  of  threshing  after 
the  manner  of  ancient  Egypt :  the  sheaves  being  i^iread  <m 
a  smooth  floor  of  hardened  earth  and  the  gram  trodden  ouEt 
by  oxen.  The  mode  of  ploughing,  like  the  thrediing,  is  at 
least  two  thousand  years  behind  the  age ;  the  {dough  is  of 
the  Roman  model,  has  one  handle,  a  oo!:dter  <^wood  tipped 
with  iron,  and  is  drawn  by  an  ox.  The  pkoghman  holds 
the  plough  with  one  hand  and  guides  his  slowly^novii^ 
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aakaMl  with  the  otber  by  meaoft  of  a  Umg  switcdi.  The 
grovnd  is  dioa  farrowed  to  the  depth  of  three  inchefl ;  it  is 
afterward  erofls-jdoughed,  and  pnlrerued  on  the  snr&ee  by* 
being  harrowed  with  bashes.  For  iragar-eane  and  ^Mtns, 
the  ground  ie  broken  with  an  iron  jnattodk^  and,  as  in  Ma- 
deira, to  the  depth  of  aghteen  inches.  The  soil  is  rich,  and 
the  dimate  highly  favorable  to  yegetatbn  ;  yet  it  is  every- 
where manilest  tiiat  agricnlture  is  condncted  on  the  least 
laborious  and  least  profitaUe  system.  Sverything  that  costs 
moeey  is  avoided,  as  &r  as  posdUe,  even  in  the  purdiase 
of  £irmiDg  tods,  and  for  the  reason,  that  the  tillers  of  the 
ground  are  not  the  owners^  and,  insecure  in  thmr  temporary 
possession,  make  no  ontlays  not  immediately  remnnerative. 
The  operative  l^urmers,  as  a  dass,  are  very  poor  and  without 
enterprise ;  their  highest  ambition  and  hope  are,  that,  after 
meeting  the  exactions  of  landlord,  state  and  diuroh,  they 
may  have  enough  Idt  to  furnish  the  i^eer  necesffities  of 
life,  without  tiiought  of  educating  dnldren  or  providing  for 
the  wants  of  old  age.  When  we  spes^  of  their  ftrm-houses, 
let  not  tiie  reader  picture  to  himself  the  neat  dwdling  and 
surrounding  bams  of  a  Kew  England  farm,  nor  the  airy 
mansion  of  the  southern  planter,  with  its  duster  of  white 
cottages  or  log  cabins,  but  a  square  low  buOding  of  stone, 
thirtched  with  straw ;  lighted  by  one,  or,  at  most,  twe  win- 
dows, in  whtme  brokeo  panes  the  old  hats  and  cast-off  gar- 
ments of  the  £anily  do  service  m  exduding  air  and  fight. 
The  floors,  like  those  of  the  Iridi  peasmitry,  are  of  earth, 
hardened  and  polished  by  the  steps  of  many  generations ; 
and,  as  in  the  huts  of  the  ^  ould  counthry,"  snu^e-stain 
supersedes  the  necessity  for  bladk  paint  in  hiding  dirt.  The 
deetraetbn  of  the  renuons  of  feudalism  in  these  islands 
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would  iB&se  a  sew  life  into  tkeee  improvicUnt  and 
lovrng  roitioB,  and  crown  these  finkfal  hilla  with  peqMtoal 
harvesta.  Their  future^  however,  is  not  pKmiifling  of  aaeh 
a  ohaage,  for  they  have  learned  to  content  themsehrea  at 
abjection,  and  even  to  be  eheerl«l  and  Hght-hearted  m  tlM 
poaition  of  slaves  to  men  of  th^  own  blood.  Th««  is  a 
oontentmeat  which  is  certaitily  a  virtae,  and  there  is  a  oob* 
tentmeat  wUoh  is  as  certainly  a  vioe,  fOT  it  invidFes  the 
stagnatioD  <^  progress,  moral  and  inteUeetoai,  and  draws 
its  life  from  the  grave  of  the  noblest  aq»radons  of  oar 
natnre« 

At  a  point  some  fifteen  miles  from  Santa  Onus,  we  de- 
scended into  one  of  those  indined  valleys  whieh,  opening  on 
the  northern  riioro  deeply  indent  this  range.  The  denuded 
sides  of  the  vi^ey,  in  which  a  nmnber  of  men  were  apxKnj- 
ing  rock,  revealed  the  system  of  coiomnar  baaalt,  whieh, 
superposed  by  beds  of  breccia,  tn&ceons,  and  fermginons 
earths,  nnderUes  the  range  and  plateaas  which  we  had  just 
crossed.  We  gathered  here  a  few  specimens  of  baaalt  ecm- 
taining  crystals  of  oliyine;  the  doctor  gathered  his  first 
spedm^i  for  his  Alma  MaJter^  the  University  of  Yirgiaia, 
and  following  his  example  I  gathered  one  for  my  adopted 
mother,  ^^  Emory,"  of  Georgia.  Kaiog  thenee,  we  fimnd 
ourselves  among  decaying  old  vineyards,  and  flonxiahing 
yoang  ernes;  cactos  fields  and  cottages^  embowered  in 
shrubbery,  and  where  bare  stone  waU%  or  stragg^g  hedge- 
rows of  prickly-pear  and  l»iers  mar  the  fece  of  a  magnifi- 
cent landscape.  The  young  vines,  st^  dinging  to  the 
ground  and  laden  with  fruit,  seemed  free  fr<»n  the  disease 
which,.in  the  course  of  three  yearS|  has  de(rtcoyed  most  of 
the  vineyards  of  the  island.     Our  oanv^nsation  natarally 
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tmed  OB  this  sabjeot,  8iid  proYing  the  eorreetness  of  De 
QidBcey^  obserratkm  that,  ^he  who  talks  oxen,  will  think 
ozen,^  we  talked  grapes  and  thought  grapes,  and  at  length 
deared  gnq)e8.  But  how  to  get  them  ?  No  house  within 
quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  road,  and  no  one  in  the  fields — ^a 
poor  dkaiioe  t#  buj,  hut  a  good  one  to  steaL  The  doctor 
intimated  to  Jose  that  ire  were  out  gathering  specimens  of 
fruits  as  well  as  rocks ;  he  took  the  hint,  and  bounded  over 
the  six-foot  wall  like  a  stag,  and  in  a  moment  returned  with 
a  dosen  bimohes  of  rich  purple  mals^as,  whose  luscious 
juice  and  slightlj  add  pulp,  were  as  grateful  to  our  parched 
lips,  and  dust-vexed  throats,  as  water  to  travellers  in  the 
deeert.  The  eighth  commandment  occurred  to  us  as  having 
some  bearing  on  the  question,  but  we  met  it  with  a  for- 
tunate recollection  of  a  Jewish  law  which  permitted  the 
plucking  of  grapes  in  passing  through  a  neighbor's  vine- 
yard. Getting  ov^  the  wall,  in  this  case,  presented  an 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  a  satkfactory  conclusion ;  but  in  the 
meantime  the  grapes  disappeared,  rendering  Luther  debate 
unnecessary.  Cases  of  conscience  are  generally  decided, 
practically  at  least,  in  &vor  of  the  appetkes ;  and  certainly 
nice  points  of  conscience  stand  a  poor  chance  for  a  hearing 
when  grapes  like  these  are  in  question,  the  sun  is  cloudless 
and  vertical,  and  lips  arc  sunburnt  and  dry. 

In  the  course  of  the  afternoon,  we  overtook  a  lame  and 
heavily  laden  camel,  whose  driver  made  signals  of  distress 
for  tobacco,  or  snufi^  and  lifted  his  hands  in  woe-begOne  ex- 
damations  when  he  found  that  we  had  neither.  There  is  a 
fraternity  among  tobacco  users  that  is  superior  to  social 
caste.  A  beggar  may  ask  a  prince  for  ^*a  chew,''  without 
giving  offence,  and  tiie  appeal  is  met  with  a  matt^^f-course 
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oompUaace.  Let  the  reader  dabormte  this  migges&m — 
tobacco  contributing  to  nniversal  hroth^^ood — and  he  may 
find  a  good  argom^it  for  the  use  of  ^^  the  weed !" 

Farther  on  our  road  we  overtook  a  trav^er  on  h(»B6- 
back,  whose  horse  was  laden  with  two  large  boxes^  one  on 
each  side  of  the  saddle.  As  we  came  up,  he  saluted  us  in 
Spanish,  but  perceiving  that  we  understood  but  little  of  his 
language,  he  proceeded  in  peculiarly  accented  French,  of 
which  we  understood  but  little  more.  We  gathered,  howe- 
ver, that  he  was  a  Jew,  who  had  resided  many  years  in  the 
provinces  as  a  peddler,  and  was  now  on  a  trading  tour.  On 
expressing  surprise  at  finding  one  of  his  race  m  this  eut-d^ 
the-way  place,  he  answered  poetically,  ^^  the  Jews,  like  liie 
winds,  are  eVerywhere.''  He  might  have  added,  and  every- 
where examples  of  industry,  thrift,  and  sobriety. 

We  regretted  that  his  slow  pace  would  not  admit  of  our 
keeping  oompany,  and  that  we  did  not  better  understand 
his  language,  for  he  was  fhll  of  that  infonnation  regarding 
the  country  and  its  people,  which  was  one  of  the  objects  of 
our  journey.  Seeing  that  I  was  suffering  from  the  ^ects  of 
sun  in  my  &ce,  for  I  was  imprudent  enough  to  leave  the 
ship  in  a  uniform  cs^  instead  of  a  straw  hat,  he  kindly  pro- 
posed to  give  me  his  umbrella,  and  seemed  sorry  that  I  re- 
fused it. 

Turning  an  angle  in  the  road,  Orotava,  sunrounded  by 
green  fields,  bursts  into  view,  a  thousand  feet  below  us,  and 
four  miles  distant.  The  summer  vegetation  through  which 
we  have  passed  is  ripe,  and  withering  before  the  dry  hot 
winds  of  August ;  this  around  us  is  still  full  of  sjq) ;  and  » 
we  descend  into  the  lower  and  more  level  country  around 
the  Orotavas,  it  assumes  a  vernal  freshness.  JPhis  may  bo 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ 


TJfiNJfiUIFFB.  887 

attributed,  in  part,  to  the  protection  from  the  trade-winds 
which  a  large  portion  of  thege  lower  lands  enjoy ;  and,  in 
part,  to  the  occasional  diowers  which  in  the  dry  season  &11 
from  the  clouds  which  are  attracted  to  the  vicinity  of  the 
}>eak ;  and,  farther,  to  the  streams  which  variegate  its  sar- 
&ce.  We  are  passing  into  another  region,  geologically 
speaking ;  and  as  we  pass  within  the  cirde  of  the  former 
action  of  the  peak,  which  now  rears  its  gigantic  proportions 
above  us,  we  are  changing  the  old  upheaval  system  for  a  sur- 
&ce  whidi  is  evidently  the  production  of  sub&rial  volcanic 
action,  and  which  stiU  bears  the  freshness  of  its  youth.  On 
the  older  formations,  over  which  we  have  travelled,  the 
harder  lavas  present  a  rusty,  decomposed  exterior ;  the  tu&- 
ceous  earths  are  in  some  places  so  decomposed  as  to  have 
formed  a  tenacious  clay,  and  have  long  been  ripe,  though 
still  improving  by  disintegration  and  decay,  for  the  seed  of 
the  sower. 

As  we  approach  Orotava,  the  exposed  lavas  present  a  dark, 
smooth,  and  clean  exterior;  the  scoriaceous  soil  is  black  and 
harsh,  and  though  generally  productive,  is,  in  some  places, 
too  young,  and  too  little  decomposed  to  be  cultivated  with 
profit.  The  dark  and  barren  hills  in  the  rear  of  Orotava 
are  heaps  of  volcanic  cinders  in  slow  process  of  decomposi- 
tion. This  modem  formation,  however,  is  quite  soperficial ; 
for  in  some  places  along  the  shore,  and,  as  we  were  told,  in 
some  deep  valleys  not  fer  from  the  base  of  the  peak,  there 
are  evidences  that  this  system,  excepting  the  inmiediate 
vicinity  of  the  volcanic  foci,  is  underlaid  by  a  continuation 
of  the  older  and  upheaved  system  of  the  island. 

The  city  of  Orotava  is  composed  of  two  towns,  a  mile  and 
a  half  apart.    That  situate  on  the  sea^ore  is  called  the  Port 
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of  Orotavm;  the  other,  Orotaya  par  exceOence^  is  called  the 
"city."  We  could  not  learn  exactly,  but  suppose  that 
taken  together,  the  population  numbers  about  twelve 
thousand. 

Before  we  reach  Port  Orotaya  we  pass  the  botanical  gar- 
den of  which  Humboldt  speaks  so  hopefully.  It  was  esta- 
blished seventy  years  ago,  and  contains  rare  {dants  from  the 
Indies,  South  America,  and  Africa.  It  has  received  govern^ 
ment  patronage,  but,  notwithstanding,  gives  evidence  of 
decay,  and  the  want  of  adequate  attention.  The  object  of 
its  founder,  the  Marquis  de  Nava,  seems  to  have  been  to 
test  the  question  of  the  acclimation  of  plants ;  and  had  it  been 
sustained  in  the  spirit  of  its  founder,  its  floral  variety  would 
have  been  extensive,  and  light  would  have  been  thrown  on 
many  questions  of  botany. 

Among  the  native  growths  of  Teneriffe,  the  dragon-tree, 
of  the  genus  draccena,  forms  a  striking  object.  In  its  younger 
days  it  resembles  the  Spanish  bayonet-tree  of  the  soulliem 
States,  but  in  more  advanced  age  sends  forth  long  bare 
arms  from  its  upper  portion,  each  surmounted  with  a  crown 
of  bayonet-shaped  leaves.  Its  sap,  when  dried,  produces  the 
dragon's  blood  of  commerce.  The  age  to  whic^  it  attains 
is  matter  6f  conjecture ;  it  is  known,  however,  that  its  years 
are  counted  by  centuries.  One  is  still  standing  in  a  private 
garden  at  Orotava,  which  was  of  its  present  dimensions, 
forty  feet  in  circumference,  when  the  Spaniards  first  visited 
the  island,  at  the  close  of  the  fifteenth  century.  To  sudi 
trees  Pliny  may  have  referred,  when  he  described  some  of 
his  time  as  "  intacta  csvis^  et  congenita  mundo  " — untouched 
by  age  and  bom  with  the  world. 

If  Texas  had  been  nearer,  we  should  have  thought  on  enter- 
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ing  Orotara  that  the  population  had  emigrated.  Hie  houses 
were  shut  up,  grass  flourished  in  the  streets — ^Bucephalus 
and  Readj-to-halt  pricked  their  ears  at  the  sight — and  after 
riding  into  the  paved  court  of  the  hostelry,  we  had  to  wait 
some  minutes  before  the  sleepy-looking  waiter  came  to  take 
our  portemanteaus ;  and  then  he  was  going  to  take  one  at  a 
time,  but  the  doctor  threw  some  very  emphatic  English 
words  at  him,  which  brought  him  to  bow  and  scratch  like  a 
French  dancing-master,  opened  his  eyes,  and  gave  him 
strength  to  carry  all  our  traps  at  once,  and  canes  to  boot. 
Having  performed  ablutions  and  ordered  a  dinner,  minus 
garlic,  we  turned  out  for  a  walk,  and  to  present  our  letters 
of  introduction  to  Consul  Goodall.  The  city  was  just  wak- 
ing up  from  its  evening  nap.  Mr.  Goodall  was  at  home  and 
received  us  cordially ;  walked  with  us  through  the  public 
square,  now  enlivened  with  mantle-covered  figures  of  ladies, 
and  the  rusty  coats  of  moustached,  clever,  half-pay  looking 
gentlemen;  went  with  us  to  a  livery-stable — save  the  mark  I 
gave  us  the  use  of  his  fluent  Spanish,  in  engaging  fresh 
horses  and  guides  (Jose's  "blooded  animals"  were  too 
"  safe  ") — returned  with  us  to  the  hotel,  and  gave  detailed 
orders  for  provisions  for  our  journey — called  after  dinner, 
and  chatted  an  hour  with  us  over  a  glass  of  ale,  and  other- 
wise served  us ;  but  most  of  all  were  we  grateful  for  the  cor- 
dial manner  in  which  he  performed  these  offices  of  kindness. 
At  dinner,  by  advice  of  a  physician — ^I  saved  my  pledge 
— ^I  drank  a  glass  or  two  of  Canary  wine,  and  felt 
better. 

Having  to  start  early  in  the  morning,  we  practised  the 
wise  maxim  "  early  to  bed,"  etc    The  oppressive  heat  of 
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the  son,  and  the  rough,  laboriouA  ride  had  £itigaed  us  modi; 
yety  the  scenery  and  observationfl  of  the  day  had  enlivened 
my  feelmgis  and  I  retired  in  the  bluBfid  frame  of  oonscious 
gratitude,  laid  me  down  in  qmetnesB,  and  my  sleep 
sweet 
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CHAPTER   V. 

THS  PEAK. 

Leave  OrotaTu — ^Barren  Hills — Goat's  Milk — ^Breakfast— Stream  of  Lara 
Llaoo  del  Betama— A  Hot  Ride-Affects  of  a  Drink— An  Artist  from 
Home— Professor  Prazd  Smyth,  Astronomer  Boyal— Ascent  of  the 
Malpays  and  Piton— The  Summit— A  Cheer  for  Old  Virginia— A  Night 
at  Alta  Vista- Our  Hosts— The  Descent— A  Word  of  Advice. 

Thx  dattering  of  oar  horses'  hoofi  on  the  pavement  of  the 
court-yard  startled  us  from  somid  sleep,  and,  without  the 
usual  parley  with  morning  dreams,  we  sprang  to  the  oaken 
floor,  and  making  a  hasty  tcnlet,  went  down  to  inspect  our 
caravan  and  equipage.  The  two  guides,  with  blankets  over 
their  shoulders,  were  rubbing,  the  sleep  out  of  their  eyes, 
and  the  three  horses,  as  if  holding  their  strength  in  reserve, 
stood  soberly  meditating  on  the  duties  of  the  day,  or 
brooding  over  the  fodderless  prospects  of  their  journey, 
occasionally  moving  their  lips  in  solemn  soliloquy,  or  as  if 
gathering  invisible  oats.  The  prospect  was  not  bright,  for 
either  speed  or  comfort  Our  guides,  neither  of  whom 
spd^e  a  word  of  English,  seemed  as  lifeless  as  the  horses. 
The  leader,  an  old  man  of  fifty,  and  the  driver,  a  tallow- 
complexioned  boy  <^  seventeen,  were  £ur  [q>ecimeD8  of  the 
poke-easy  ^^islefios^^  of  the  interior,  and  we  afterward 
found  them  quite  as  slow  and  stupid  as  their  first  appear- 
ance indicated.  We  were  assured  that  there  were  but  four 
other  persons  of  the  {dace  who  knew  the  way  to  the  sum- 
mit, and  they  were  absent^  which  accounted  for  the  care- 
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less  and  independent  air  of  these.  Humboldt,  in  making 
this  tour  fifty  years  ago,  could  not  find  one  person  in  Santa 
Cruz  who  had  mounted  the  peak,  and  we  in  1856  could  find 
but  two  in  Orotava,  twenty  miles  nearer.  He  adds: 
**  I  was  not  surprised  at  this,  for  the  most  curious  objects  in 
nature  become  less  interesting  in  proportion  as  they  are 
near  to  us ;  and  I  have  known  inhabitants  of  Schaffhausea, 
in  Switzerland,  who  had  nerer  seen  the  &11  of  the  Bhine 
bnt  at  a  distanoe.**  He  might  now  add,  that,  eren  in  this 
wonder-loving  age,  there  are  adults  who  have  grown  up 
within  hearing  of  Niagara,  who  have  never  seen  the  &Ihi. 

Our  provisions  for  the  two  days'  journey  before  us,  con- 
sisted of  a  keg  of  water,  a  basket  of  bread,  told  meat,  hard 
boiled  eggs,  and  a  few  bottles  of  cold  coffee ;  these,  with  a 
scant  allowance  of  com  for  the  horses,  were  stowed  in  the 
panniers  of  the  pack-horse.  Hie  doctor  had,  besides,  a  flask 
of  some  very  fragrant  fluid,  which  he  carried  in  Ms  coat- 
pocket,  accompanied  by  a  bunch  of  delicious  Havanas.  My 
nag  showed  a  degree  of  restiveness  when  I  sprang  to  the 
saddle,  which  was  quite  encoura^g,  as  showing  some 
of  the  Ufe  in  reserve,  and  I  stooped  forward  topat  his  neck 
and  encourage  him ;  but  a  peep  under  the  pommel  of  my 
saddle  showed  me  that  the  poor  thmg  was  windog  fWmi  a 
very  sore  back.  I  was  about  to  vent  my  disgust  on  iho 
senior  AfUoniOj  when  my  attention  was  called  back  to  the 
doctor,  whose  horse  had  slipped  up  on  the  pavement,  and 
was  now  taking  a  quiet  gnmt  on  his  side,  i»eparatory  to 
getting  up.  He  had  sprained  his  thumb,  and  I  thought, 
fromilfS  looks,  that  he  was  in  a  flor  way  to  do  «ooldlng  lor 
both  of  us;  but  quoting  the  philosophical  maadm  of 
Marryat's  Jacob  Faithfhl,  ^  WhatHi  done  cant  be  belped^^ 
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he  remounted  with  marvellous  coohiess,  and  giving  his 
steed  an  affectionate  spur,  deep  in  both  flanks,  passed  ns  in 
a  trot,  and  took  np  the  van. 

It  was  a  lovely  morning;  and  to  persons  who,  like  our- 
selves, are  not  in  the  habit  of  dulling  the  taste  hj  too 
frequent  use  of  the  luxury  of  sunrise-views,  the  air  and 
scenery  were  unusually  enjoyable.  Attempt  at  description 
would  be  useless,  where  the  pencil  of  a  Raphael  would  £sdl 
to  catch  one  of  the  thousand  fleeting  shades  and  tints  of  so 
grand  a  panorama :  but  let  us  say  that  the  unclouded  sun 
had  just  risen  above  the  horizon ;  behind  us,  the  sea,  still 
undisturbed  by  the  land-breeze,  was  covered  with  a  light 
mantle  of  blue  mist ;  before  us,  the  peak  raised  its  sublime 
heighti  girded  with  a  cirde  of  cloud,  and  oast  its  huge 
shadows  &x  into  the  sea ;  around  us,  q>read  a  varied  land- 
scape, green  in  the  luxuriance  of  tropical  vegetation ;  and 
the  air,  balmy  with  the  dew  of  morning,  was  redolent  of 
the  aroma  of  flowers^  and  the  fragrant  smoke  of  fiigots 
now  kindling  on  the  cotters'  hearths.  The  road  lay 
through  a  narrow  and  unfrequented  lane,  where  our  horses 
showed  themselves  adepts  at  playing  marbles,  by  stumbling 
among  tl^  loose  stones  which  covered  it;  but  we  dis- 
covered, to  our  gratification,  that  as  their  stiff  joints 
wiumed  by  travelling,  they  were  becoming  more  sure- 
footed^ and  the  chances  were  increasing  for  reaching  the 
Bununit  with  unbroken  necks.  We  passed  among  the  hills 
and  fields  of  black  volcanic  cinders,  to  which  we  referred  in 
the  notes  of  yesterday's  journey ;  and  though  we  rode 
around  the  largest  of  these  conical  hills,  we  could  find  no 
evidenoe  of  the  tmUi  of  the  tradition,  that  it  once  emitted 
lava«    There  is  no  lava  in  its  vicinity  but  whi<^  in  its 
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pofiitioii  and  inclination,  points  to  another  origin.  Tbete 
are  no  traces  of  a  crater  on  its  apex,  nor  marks  of  lateral 
eruptions;  it  is  a  homogeneous,  regularlj-fbrmed  mass. 
We  think  Humboldt's  fii*st  impression  in  regard  to  the  finr- 
mation  of  these  hills  the  true  theory.  He  says :  ^^  These 
hills  owe  their  origin  to  lateral  eruptions  of  the  great 
volcano,"  yet,  he  seems  to  think  it  probable  that  the  larger 
one,  to  which  we  refer,  may  have  emitted  lava.  It  is 
called  montcmita  de  la  viUa.  A  few  thousand  years  hence, 
these  barren  fields  will  bear  a  fruitful  and  an  exhanstless 
soil.    Time  is  a  cultivator. 

In  this  vicinity  we  met  a  number  of  boys  and  girls 
driving  nnlk  goats  to  Orotava,  to  supply  their  cast<»n^s 
with  the  morning's  meal  of  milk.  In  these  idands,  and  in 
Madeira,  there  is  no  danger  of  being  imposed  tq>on  with  the 
swill-milk,  or  sky  blue,  of  our  cities,  for  the  goats  are  driven 
to  your  door,  and  the  e^^rt  little  dairy-maids  milk  their 
quiet  kine  before  your  eyes.  We  respectfuOy  dedicate  this 
hint  to  Mr.  Frank  Leslie,  and  the  champions  <^  pore 
cream  in  our  large  cities. 

An  hour's  ride  brought  us  into  a  cool  atmoqphere;  half 
an  hour  more,  and  we  were  in  the  belt  of  dond  whidi  sur- 
rounded the  mountain ;  and  our  appetites  being  now  pretty 
well  sharpened,  we  sat  down  on  a  grassy  bank,  and  nuide  a 
hearty  break&st  from  our  well-filled  basket.  We  did  not 
linger  over  it,  however,  for  the  mist  of  the  oloads  was 
gathering  on  our  clothes  like  heavy  dew,  and  the  air  was 
chiU. 

As  we  advanced,  the  herbage  became  scant;  and  when 
we  reached  an  elevation  of  four  thousand  fiset  above  the 
city  of  Orotava,  a  few  ferns  and  hardy  budies  of  the  thorn 
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&mil7  "^^^  ^®  ^^7  repregentatives  of  vegetable  life.  The 
-woods  ol  jimiper  and  fir,  to  which  the  obserrant  Humboldt 
makes  reference,  as  sitoated  above  the  regioiM  of  ferns, 
must  have  entirely  disappeared  in  the  course  of  the  past 
half  century,  for  we  di«k*  not  see  a  single  specimen  of  either, 
although  we  ascended  by  the  same  route. 

For  a  couple  of  miles  below  the  plain  of  Retama,  the  road 
lay  over  a  steeply-indined  bed,  or  stream,  of  basaltic  lava, 
hemmed  in  by  large  masses  of  detached  rocks.  This  bed 
seems  to  have  cooled  suddenly,  yet  without  the  extensive 
cracking  which  generally  ensues  when  large  masses  of  lava 
are  suddenly  cooled.  It  resembles  a  river  firozen,  while  the 
ripple  is  still  upon  its  sur&ce.  Following  this  bed,  we 
entered  a  pass  which  breaks  the  irregular  chain  of  mountain, 
which  encircles  the  plain,  called  Zlano  del  JRetamc^  on 
which  the  peak  stands.  This  plain  is  an  uneven  sur&ce  of 
fi*agmentary  pumice,  so  light  and  dust-like  that  our  horses 
sank  in  it  ankle  deq>.  Boulders  of  obsidian  and  basalt  are 
scattered  over  its  surfitce,  some  of  which  measure  forty  feet 
in  circumference. 

If  Jupiter  had  been  a  patron  of  fire-arms,  we  might  sup- 
pose his  Yulcans  of  £tna  had  been  here  forging  shot  for  his 
paixhans.  The  plain  takes  its  name  firom  the  retama — 
SpoTtium  nwW^«n««*— which  grows  in  thick  tufts  on  its 
surfiice,  attaining  an  average  height  of  six  feet.  It  is  the 
only  shrub  that  grows  on  these  high  plains,  and  affords 
food  and  protection  to  the  wild  goats  and  rabbits,  which 
are  the  sole  occupants  of  these  silent  domains. 

We  entered  the  plain  at  noon,  and  though  it  is  near 
9,000  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and  we  were  fenned 
by  a  constant  breeze,  the  heat  was  exceedingly  oppressive, 
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owing  to  the  dearness  of  the  atmosphere,  smd  the  intoise 
reflection  from  the  white  pumice  beneath  oor  feet.  Two 
hoars  of  constant  jogging  were  employed  in  crosang  to  the 
base  of  the  Yokanic  cone,  although  the  distance  is  under 
four  miles;  and  when,  on  rising  to  an  elevated  portion 
of  the  plain,  called  Montan  de  TrigOj  we  found  dielter 
from  the  pelting  heat,  we  sat  down  exhausted,  and  almost 
blind  from  the  continued  glare.  The  doctor^s  bottlo  of 
fragrant  liquid — ^I  will  not  venture  to  give  it  a  name,  for  I 
am  very  ignorant  in  such  matters — ^was  applied  to  my  lips, 
and  the  effect  produced  was  instantaneous  exlttlaratic^  It 
was  a  stxay  drop  of  ojtMi  vitm  from  the  fountain  of  youth. 
The  cool  shade  gradually  restored  my  bedazzled  vinon,  and 
I  joined  my  friend  in  a  slice  of  cold  bee^  and  bread  and 
cheese.  While  ezgc^ong,  after  dinner,  the  shade  and  cold 
breeze  among  the  rocks,  and  looldng  out  on  the  burning 
plain  that  we  had  crossed,  the  bold  imagery  of  Lnuah, 
representing  the  fullness  of  Christ,  rose  m  our  miad: 
^^  He  shall  be  a  hiding-^ laoe  from  the  wind,  a  covert  fit>m 
the  tempest,  rivers  of  waters  in  a  dry  place,  and  the  shadow 
of  a  great  rock  in  a  weary  land.'' 

We  pursued  our  i^pward  journey,  and  in  half  an  hour 
passed  the  JSetanda  de  h$  InghseSy  or  Bkiglidmian's  rest — 
so  called  because  the  tourists  of  the  Peak,  who  have 
generally  been  Englishmen,  make  this  their  camping-place 
at  night.  Here  we  dismounted,  and  dragging  our  korses 
with  us,  continued  upward  unttt  we  reached  the  small  plmn, 
or  steppe,  in  the  mountain,  called  AUa  Fitsta. 

On  mounting  this  plain,  we  found  ourselves  within  a  few 
feet  of  a  rough  stone  hut,  covered  with  tarpaulin  and  i»eoes 
of  sail-doth.    Near  by  stood  a  man  tokinff  ^  photognf>h« 
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He  raised  his  head  suddenly  as  ire  api»!oached,  for  we  had 
entered  the  fidd  of  his  camera.  We  stood  a  moment  in 
surprise  at  finding  an  artist  and  a  house  in  sndi  a  plaee,  but 
oar  guide,  stepping  up,  explained  by  whi^ering,  "  Sefior 
Smeet." 

Stand  with  us,  reader,  and  ti^e  a  look  at  him,  while  he 
adjusts  his  apparatus,  for  it  is  the  yeritable  Pro&ssor 
Smyth  himself  Astronomer  Koyal  of  Scotland,  and  one  of 
the  master  minds  of  the  age.  His  woollen  hat  is  douched 
and  weather-worn ;  his  loose  coat  is  soiled  and  sun-burnt ; 
from  one  of  the  pockets  dangles  a  fmoe  of  coarse  rope,  and 
from  another  the  handle  of  a  hammer  protrudes.  His 
coarse  i^oes  are  Toid  of  polish,  his  dothes  are  all  in  keep- 
ing, and  hang  about  him  as  if  they  had  been  pat  on  mth  a 
pitchfork.  He  is  above  medium  height,  of  brawny  frame, 
and  iq>parently  about  forty  years  c^  age.  In  his  person,  he 
reminds  us  of  a  plidn  fiumer,  or  a  stone  mason.  But  take  a 
step  nearer,  reader;  look  at  his  thought^marked  Celtic 
^e,  his  intdlectnal  brow,  his  speaking  eye,  the  indescrib- 
able dignity  of  his  mien,  and  you  will  realize  that  you  are 
in  the  presence  of  a  prince  in  the  world  of  mind.  We 
presented  our  letter  of  introduction,  which  he  instantly 
read,  and  gave  us  a  hearty  Scotch  wdcome  to  his  Mghkmd 
home.  Mrs.  Smyth,  hearing  of  our  arriral,  came  from  the 
tent,  and  met  us  with  a  cordial  greeting;  and  we  very 
gladly  accepted  her  invitation  to  return  to  tea,  and  spend 
the  night  with  them.  The  professor,  with  his  wife  and  four 
attendants,  has  been  here  a  month  or  more,  and  intends 
remaining  till  after  the  equinox.  The  elevation  and  clear 
atmosphere  of  the  Peak  oi  Teneriffe  afford  unusual  advan- 
tages in  making  astronomical  observa$i(}nf^(§^^m(»ig 
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Other  intereflla^  remdts  of  bos  heme  nndertaknig,  the  pro- 
fastor  wiE  settle  ifflrmativ^  tiie  vexed  qnestion  of  the 
emissioii  of  heat  from  the  moon. 

We  left  our  attendants  luid  horses  on  this  plain,  and  tak- 
ing a  fresh  gtiide,  and  accompanied  by  a  yonng  gentleman 
from  Orotava,  a  nephew  of  Consul  Goodall,  we  commenced, 
in  good  earnest,  to  scale  the  Malpays,  as  these  heights  are 
called,  in  cHrder  to  see  the  sun  set  from  the  summit.  Traces 
of  road  were  no  loBger  visible;  we  ascended,  springing 
from  one  block  of  lava  to  another,  and  at  no  small  risk  of 
bi'^^^l™^  ^S*  ^^  necks.  After  ranning,  jumping,  and 
dimbisg,  for  an  hour  and  a  quarter,  we  reached  another 
small  steppe  or  plain,  caBed  the  Mamhleta^  on  which  stands 
the  Piton,  or  cone  of  pumice  and  lava,  which  constitutes 
the  crown  of  the  Peak.  We  stopped  here  to  rest,  and  Aen 
tamed  ai^de  to  look  into  those  solfiitaras,  or  vapor*emitting 
oreviees,  which  are  called  by  the  natives  Narices  dd  .Pico 
— ^Nostrils  of  the  Peak.  We  had  no  thermometer  by  which 
to  measure  the  heat  of  tiie  aqueous  vapor  which  escapes 
from  them,  but,  according  to  reliable  tourists,  it  varies  from 
109**  to  127^  Pahr.  Judging  by  the  hand,  we  should  have 
set  it  down  at  150^  at  least.  Two  theories  are  offered  in 
solotion  of  this  phenomenon :  the  first,  that  the  sea  com- 
municates with  the  internal  fires  of  the  mountain,  producing 
a  steam  which  thus  escapes :  the  second,  that  the  snows 
which,  in  winter,  settle  among  the  caverns  and  deep  crevi- 
ces of  the  Malpays,  produce  internal  reservoirs  of  water, 
which  water,  percolating  the  porous  lavas,  reaches  heated 
surfiices,  where  it  evaporates,  and  the  vapors  escape  tiirough 
these  crevices.  Hie  former  of  these  theories  comports  wdl 
with  the  grand  scale  on  which  nature  has  produced  her 
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workftia  this  r^^ion,  but  the  ktt«r  ig^  perhaps,  the  more 
probable.  The  waat  of  xmiforBiitj  in  the  temperature  of 
the  vapors,  suggests  to  our  mind  an  objeotkm  to  bo^.  An 
analysis  of  the  vapors  themselves  may  si^gest  a  third,  and 
less  objeetionaWe  theory.  The  asceat  of  the  Piton  was 
exceedingly  fatiguing;  our  feet  sank  in  the  Hght  pumice 
ankle  deep ;  the  rare  atmoqihere  was  very  ooM,  and  irritat- 
ing to  throat  and  lungs ;  but,  encouraged  by  the  proximity 
of  the  summit,  we  pressed  on,  and  reaohed  the  w«ll  of  por- 
phyritic  lava  which  Ibrma  the  brim  of  the  crater.  We 
were  exhausted  and  ahnost  breathless,  but  the  doctOT  had 
strength  enough  in  reserve  to  jump  to  die  highest  stone  in 
the  wall,  and  give  a  cheer  for  *^  Old  Virginia.'' 

The  crater  is  an  elliptical  basin  of  about  100  feet  in  depth, 
300  in  length,  and  200  breadth.  Its  surfiu^  is  pumice,  de- 
composed, and  reduced  to  the  consistency  of  putty  by  die 
action  of  the  sulf^urous  add  gases  which  escape  firom  the 
numerous  crevicm  which  mark  the  bottom  and  aides. 
Here,  also,  there  are  crevices  emhting  humid  vapors,  which 
show  a  temperature  varying  from  IdO^  to  170°  Fidir.,  forty 
degrees  above  the  vapors  of  the  ^^  Nostrils.''  This  would 
indicate  that,  although  further  from  the  centre  of  the  moun- 
tain, they  proceed  more  directly  from  the  place  oi  heat. 
From  the  sides  of  the  sol&taras  we  obtidned  some  fine 
specimens  of  native  crystalline  sulphur,  formed  on  a  base  of 
pumice  highly  charged  with  sulphuric  add.  The  doctor 
descended  to  the  bottom,  but  finding  the  snr&ce  hot  and 
damp,  returned  without  delay,  bringing  with  him  some 
beautiful  cry^als  of  sulphur.  The  sun  sank  very  slowly, 
and  fearing  to  be  overtaken  by  night,  we  hastened  our. 
bird's-eye  sketch  of  the  pkui  of  the  monntaiiv^and  turned 
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oar  Bteps  downward.  Five  of  the  nei^^iborixig  kfauids  w^<a 
visible;  bat  the  ocean,  more  than  12,000  feet  bek>w  «, 
except  in  the  line  of  the  sUn'a  departore^  was  obsoored  by 
the  gadiering  darkness.  The  direction  of  the  wind  he^e^ 
which  was  from  the  soatiiwest,  being  the  T€r&me  of  that  of 
the  prevailing  winds  below,  affords  proof  of  the  general 
correctness  of  die  the<»7  of  the  trade-winds  wMdi  Ocmr 
mander  Maory  has  so  amply  and  beaatifnlly  daborated. 
Having  carried  their  burden  <tf  freshness  and  life  to  the 
climes  of  the  son,  they  are  here  retnming  on  rarefied  wings 
to  ^^  the  store-hooses  of  the  north,'^  to  come  again,  in  ^  the 
cireoit  of  the  winds,''  on  their  mission  of  mercy. 

Our  joamal  of  that  day  contains  no  soliloquy,  no  atteiiq»t 
to  describe  the  scenery  of  those  heights  sublime,  nor  the 
anntteraye  emotions  which  swelled  within  onr  hearts.  Onr 
nunds  were  overwhelmed  with  the  idea  of  Omnipotenoei 
and  the  spreading  thoaght  was  too  big  for  ntteranoe.  In 
those  he^^hts  of  eternal  sditade,  the  soal  is  conscious  c£ 
the  presence  of  the  Infinite,  and  all  its  emotions  tend  to.  be 
absorbed  in  wonder ;  bat  if  the  reaUied  truth,  ^^  God  mani- 
fest in  the  flesh,''  be  a  controUi&g  principle  among  its 
powers.  Us  wonder  is  raised  to  raptore,  and  with  Addisoii 
it  may  exolain^ 

**  Transported  with  the  view  Pm  lost 
In  wonder,  loti  tndprai$eJ* 

I  venerate  ^e  high  mountains,  fer  they  are  maxked  by  the 
footsteps  of  Jehovah,  and  have  heard  the  voice  of  die 
Almighty.  I  iove  them,  because  they  have  witnessed  the 
exaltation  of  my  Saviour.  I  deHght  to  scale  their  etoodr 
crested  heights,  and  stand  on  their  silent  summits  in  their 
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onTeSed  Kniflhine.  I  like  to  lose  mjBeV  in  tibat  B&me  of 
iTmafmnitj  wJiich  imboimded  proi^>ect  inq)iros;  bat,  like 
the  bdiolden  of  the  TnmsfigtiratioD,  I  am  bewildered  by 
the  -view  sablime)  and  Ged,  setting  limits  to  mj  utterance, 
sayeth,  *'  Tell  the  Tkioii  to  no  man." 

On  our  way  down,  we  tamed  aside  to  look  into  the 
nataral  ice-hoose  of  the  Peak.  It  is  a  deep  earom,  into 
whioh  the  snows,  whidi  here  &11  abundantly  in  winter, 
are  sw^  by  the  winds,  and  owing  to  the  &et  that  it 
has  but  <me  opening,  and  that  near  the  arch,  or  roo^  and 
comparatively  small,  the  cool  ur  of  winter  remains  on- 
distarbed;  and  being  well  protected  from  the  son's  heat 
by  the  non-condneting  lavas  which  surroand  its  month, 
its  snows  remain  tiirongh  the  snmmar..  In  the  q>ring,  an 
active  trade  is  done  in  transporting  this  snow  to  the  ice- 
honasa  of  the  coast. 

On  arriving  at  Alta  Vista,  the  professor  was  preparing 
tea  ov«r  a  spirit-lamp.  The  doth  was  thread  on  boxes 
of  astronomical  apparatus.  Mrs.  Smyth  ^d  the  honors 
of  the  table,  and  in  a  manner  which  showed  that  Scotch 
good-breediDg  is  superior  to  circumstances.  Conversation 
on  soaentiioand  other  sabjects  followed  the  refreshing  meal, 
in  which  the  lady  showed  herself  a  thoroughly  read  and  an 
original  personage,  yet  unostentatious  and  ingenuous  as  a 
child.  We  ask  pardon  of  the  pr^^essor  for  thinking  that 
she  is  the  more  cftver  of  the  two.  Truly  they  are  noble 
re^tsentatives  of  the  land  of  Soott,  and  Stewart,  and  Chat 
mers — a  land  whidi  for  a  century  has  led,  and  for  mora 
than  a  century  will  lead,  the  philosophy  of  the  world,  de- 
spite the  jealouBy  of  France  and  the  sneers,  of  Qermany. 

The  mate  and  carpenter  of  his  yadtt  were  witUiim,  and 
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W8  are  indebted  to  tkase  noble  tan,  who  would  insist  on 
our  taUng  their  snog  bed,  for  a  night  of  miexpected  com- 
fort, l^e  time  oi  the  atm^s  appairance  at  this  point  9,400 
feet  abore  the  aea,  ww  6  h.  19  in.  50  aec ;  by  observation 
on  board  the  XT.  S.  S.  Jamestown,  in  the  harbor  of  Santa 
Oroe,  the  ^^pearanoe  of  the  son's  upper  Ibnb  was  near  thir- 
teen mifiates  later.  The  same  diffisrenoe  of  time,  inyersely, 
mi^t  donbOess  be  observed  at  mmset,  making  Uie  day  on 
tiie  Peak  twenty-five  or  nxmiaiiteB  longer  than  cm  Ae  plane 
of  the  ocean.  We  q)ent  an  honr  with  the  proftssor  gathei^ 
ing  speounens  tsi  various  lavas,  and  then  took  up  our  jonr- 
ney  of  descent  Retiming  over  the  second  of  the  two 
routes  by  which  the  Peak  is  acoessiUe,  we  crossed  &e 
broken  ridge  wUch  endrdes  the  phdn  of  Retama,  tiirongh 
the  pass  of  Oimctda  dd  Cedro,  where  we  stopped  to  fiike 
breakfast,  and  made  a  hasty  sketch  of  the  Malpays  and 
Piton. 

With  this  sketch  and  oinr  bird's-eye  outline  view  belbre 
us,  we  beg  to  offsr,  with  becondng  modesty,  our  ideas  of 
the  pUmof  the  Peakof  Teneriflle.  tt  seems  to  be  composed 
of  three  distinct  mountuns,  the  lavas  of  whidi  are  distinct 
in  character,  and  in  point  of  age.  The  moumtain,  u&til  we 
reach  the  plun  of  Retama,  we  suppose  to  have  been  the 
first  and  most  extensive  volcano.  The  plain  of  Retama 
rests  m  its  <^ater,  and  the  broken  chain  of  iufls,  over  twenty 
miles  in  ciroumference,  are  the  walls  of^this  crater.  The 
giqps,  or  passes,  in  this  range,  Aow  where  its  latw  erup- 
tions overflowed,  and  die  indinatioii  of  the  lava  stream, 
over  which  we  asoen^d,  shows  that  it  could  not  have 
origmated  ftom  a  higher  poinft.  To  the  eruptiotis  of  this 
volcano,  we  refer  the  modem  surfiwe  to  the  jQOrthi  east,  and 
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south  of  the  Qrotayas>  of  which  we  hare  i^okea  in  our  last 
chapter,  exoeptu^  the  o/oa^pvu^Ydf  limited  foniMtiioiis 
traceabld  to  lateral  and  more  im>i/eiB  eraptioffis^  On.  the 
western  side  of  the  plain  of  the  Betamaatandsihe  momitam 
of  the  Malpays,  thrown  up,  aa  its  exposed  matter  would  in- 
dicate,  at  a  period  loag  sid^aeqaent  to  the  last  orerfiows  of 
the  gre^t  crater  on  whoso  plaia  it  stands.  The  plain  of  Za 
jRambkUt  and  the.Plton,  ooenpy  the  crater  of  this  vdoano; 
the  upper  crest  <^  the  Malpajs  marks  the  hdght  of  its  rim 
or  walls.  Its  eruptions,  douhtless,  eontribnted  to  M  up 
the  old  crater,  and  tofimn  the  plain  of  the  Betama.  Being 
near  the  western  wall  <tf  the  first  crater,  its  eruptions  Imried 
and  overflowed  that  wall,  so  that  on  this  side  the  moimtain 
presents  an  ioclined  plane,  nnifoian  in  its  angle  of  indina- 
tion,  from  the  summit  of  the  Malpays^  or  wall  <rfthe  second 
crater,  tp  a  point  many  miles  helow  the  summit.  ThePiton 
stands  on,  but  does  not  cover,  the  plain  <^  this  second 
crater.  It  seems  to  be  the  production  of  the  final 
throe  of  the  yolcanic  force,  and  the  enq^tionB  fi*om  it  are 
comparatively  insignificant.  To  it  may  be  aUributed  the 
pumice  and  boulders  which  cover  the  plain  <^  the 
Betama. 

The  Peak  of  Teneriffe  has  attained  its  maarimum  bei^t, 
and  such  is  the  superincumbent  weight  on  the  anoint  fi)ciis, 
that  its  future  eruptions,  should  it  have  any,  will  be  low  and 
lateraL  The  last  eruption,  which  occurred  in  1798,  was 
lateraL 

It  was  interesting  to  note,  as  we  descended,  bow  one 
cone  of  vegetation  succeeded  another,  yet  blending  hanno- 
niously.  Above,  we  left  the  green  Betama  in  undiqmted 
possession  of  the  arid  plaius;  an  int^ral  of  barrenness  oc> 
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oars,  and  tkeforns  and  hardy  grasies  begin  to  i^ipear.  Ike 
arborescent  heaths,  the  fruit  trees  and  iora  of  onr  own  up- 
lands Bucoeed,  followed  by  the  grape,  the  fig,  the  orange, 
till  at  length  we  reaoh  the  ioneot*pafans  and  bananas,  where 
most  of  the  plants  of  tnquoal  Africa  and  America  may 
be  prodnoed.  Flocks  of  wild  canary  iHrds  enKrened  our 
tedious  journey  with  their  sweet  mnsic.  They  are  brown 
on  the  back,  and  ci  a  greenish  yellow  on  th^  breaet  and 
wings.  The  pale  and  deep  yellow  of  their  caged  relatires 
is  the  result  of  domestication. 

We  reached  Orotava  at  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  &- 
tigued  and  smi-blistered.  A  journey  of  twenty  miles  np 
hill  is  not  an  easy  task,  but  to  descend  is  still  more  difficult 
Let  none  undertake  this  journey  who  is  affected  by  any 
disease  of  the  lungs,  for  the  exercise  is  too  seyere  a  trial  to 
these  organs;  and  in  an  atmosphere  such  as  that  of  the 
Peak,  so  rare  that  at  a  thousand  feet  below  the  summit 
water  boils  at  190^  Fahr.,  serious  hemorrhages  are  likely  to 
occur.  At  the  same  elevation,  the  thermometer  is  often  as 
low  as  50°  in  the  month  of  August 

Taking  fresh  horses  in  the  morning,  we  trotted  briskly 
through  the  dean  streets  of  the  pleasant  little  town  of 
Orotava,  on  our  way  to  Santa  Cruz.  It  was  Sunday,  and 
for  every  reason  we  should  have  preferred  to  "rest  »*  on 
that  day,  but  our  leave  of  absence  was  drawing  to  a  dose, 
and  we  had  no  choice. 

The  road  was  enlivened  by  peasants,  who,  in  holiday 
attire,  were  passing  from  one  hamlet  to  another,  singing  as 
they  went,  and  saluUng  all  passers  with  cheerful  "good 
day.»»  We  reported  ourselves  "on  board"  at  8  o'clod:, 
having  been  absent  four  days,  and  performed  a  joumey 
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whose  iaddaits  are  still  bright,  and  which  memory  will 
ever  delight  to  retrace. 

A  few  evenings  after,  we  saw  the  Peak  from  the  sea, 
sixty  miles  distant,  robed  in  the  gorgeous  drapery  of  smi- 
set,  cabn  and  majestio  in  its  conscions  strength,  a  rilent 
watd&er  of  the  tide  of  generations. 
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CHAPTER   I. 

MADKIBA. 

Land'-Glose  Calculation — ^The  Island  as  seen  in  the  Distance — ^Nearer  and 
more  Enchanting  View — Loo  Rock,  Brazen  Head  and  Pontinha — ^Dis- 
tingoished  Yisitora — The  Anchorage— Going  Ashore— The  Landing — 
Beggars — ^American  Consulate — Panoramic  Yieir  of  Fanchal  and  its 
Sorroundings — Convents — ^Burjing-grounds,  etc 

Through  the  night  of  the  Yth  July,  1855,  we  made  "easy 
sail,"  and  the  dawn  of  Sunday,  8th,  revealed  the  island  of 
Madeira  enveloped  in  a  bine  mist  and  capped  with  clouds. 
We  were  in  the  precise  spot  predicted  for  ns  by  our  accom- 
plished master,  Lieutenant  H.,  on  the  previous  evening, 
giving  us  a  beautiful  example  of  the  exactness  of  mathe- 
matical science,  as  applied  to  navigation,  Mid  of  the  accu- 
racy and  attention  characteristic  of  the  naval  officer  on 
duty. 

"We  made  the  land  at  the  western  extremity  of  the  island, 
and  were  soon  carried  under  its  lee,  where  we  found  a 
fevorable  and  pleasant  breeze,  which  wafted  us  along  our 
course  for  Funchal  at  a  rate  which  gave  ample  opportunity 
for  studying  the  varied  shore  without  weariness,  by  Google 
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As  the  day  advanced,  the  wind  under  the  land  became 
light  and  variable,  so  we  kept  more  seaward ;  the  Deseitas 
rose  full  upon  our  view ;  and  the  lovely  island,  with  its 
barren  neighbors,  stood  clearly  defined  against  the  orange- 
tinted  blue  of  these  sununer  skies. 

As  seen  from  the  southwest,  at  a  distance  of  ten  or 
twelve  miles,  Madeira  presents  a  wild  and  beautiful  picture. 
Its  shores  are  bold  and  clifif-like,  marked  by  dark  cavems, 
and  gorges  depressed  to  the  level  of  the  sea  to  make  way 
for  the  mountain  torrents.  Its  valleys  are  deep  and  nar- 
row ;  its  plains  and  hills  but  the  vmations  of  the  mountain 
sides ;  and  its  mountains,  abrupt  and  high,  generally  end  in 
cones,  or  spire-like  summits.  These  mountains  form  a  chain 
which  nms  longitudinally  through  the  island,  or  in  an 
easterly  and  westerly  direction,  rising  £pom  the  western  ex- 
tremity towards  the  eastern,  until  the  centre  of  the  island 
is  passed.  To  the  east  of  the  centre  the  peaks  obtain  their 
maximum  height,  and  are  lost  in  the  clouds  of  heaven. 

At  this  distance,  the  island  seems  floating  on  the  bosom 
of  the  ocean,  its  foundations  dark,  its  chasms  and  gorges 
marked  by  lines  of  black ;  its  slopes  and  lower  mountain 
sides  present  a  hundred  shades  of  blue  and  green,  beauti- 
fully blended  by  the  hazy  distance ;  while  its  higher  sum- 
mits, piercing  above  the  douds,  represent  the  magic  isles 
of  the  Arabian  Nights  floating  in  mid-heaven.  The  effect 
upon  the  minds  and  feelings  of  those  who  for  long  weeks 
have  been  gazing  on  the  unrelieved  wastes  of  boundless 
ocean  is  the  most  charming  imaginaHe,  exciting  in  h^py 
union,  ideas  of  the  beautiM  and  sublime,  and  in  noble 
natures  calling  forth  emotions  of  gratitude  for  the  beauties 
of  the  visible  creation.    After  sudi  an  incarceration  as  we 
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hjftd  snfTered  in  our  wooden  prison,  in  boundless  solitude, 
the  barren  keys  of  East  Florida,  which  we  left  four  weeks 
liefore,  would  have  been  welcome  to  our  eyes ;  but  now 
that  not  only  land  was  visible,  but  land  arrayed  in  the  sub- 
limest  forms  of  loveliness,  our  hearts  beat  with  a  full,  pure 
joy,  sudi  as  ini^gination  alone  had  never  revealed. 

At  8  o'clock,  being  off  the  town  of  Funchal,  we  tacked 
and  stood  in  for  the  roadstead.  Loo  Bock,  Pontinha,  and 
Brazen  Head,  natural  landmarks  to  the  shore,  seemed  to 
rise  out  of  the  water  as  we  approached ;  the  confused  masses 
of  buildings  gradually  assumed  individuality,  and  rose  from 
lilliputian  proportions ;  trees,  hedge-rows  and  terraces  grew 
distinct ;  the  sun,  so  constant  in  his  shining  in  these  lati- 
tudes, shone  with  the  softened  light  of  evening ;  the  scene 
grew  brighter  as  we  neared ;  and  to  mingle  life,  that  essen- 
tial element  of  beauty,  with  the  scene,  a  fleet  of  tiny  boats 
was  dancing  over  the  waves  to  meet  us. 

The  health-boat,  bearing  the  Portuguese  ensign  and  offi- 
oers  in  uniform,  was  soon  alongside ;  prcUique  was  granted 
us;  and,  as  the  health  officer  left,  a  squadron  of  brightly 
painted  and  curiously  shaped  shore-boats  surrounded  us. 
We  rolled  on  to  the  anchorage  amidst  the  chattering  of  a 
hundred  tongues  in  unmelodious  Portuguese,  hailing  us 
ocoanonally  through  the  ports  to  bid  us  welcome  in  broken 
English,  or  asking  for  washing  1  A  few  of  the  more  gen- 
teel in  appearance  were  admitted  on  board,  whom  we  found 
to  be  the  representatives  of  various  interests  in  Funchal. 
They  appeared  in  earnest  in  commending  then*  houses,  but 
did  so  in  a  quietness  of  tone  and  manner  entirely  new  to 
American  ears,  and  quite  prepossessing.  These,  as  we  after- 
wards found,  were  mostly  representatives  of  English  shops 
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or  hotels.  Robert  Bayman,  Esq.,  aooompanied  by  ITofio  4e 
Cevallo,  "Esq.^  favorably  known  representatiyes  of  the  Ame- 
rican eonsnlate,  boarded  ns  while  still  at  a  distazioe  from 
the  anchorage,  bidding  ns  a  hearty  welcome,  and  jyreaBi^ 
the  generous  hosfHtalities  of  that  most  worthy  estaUnh- 
ment.  Hie  boatswain's  call,  ^^  Bring  ship  to  azK^ior,'*  was 
promptly  responded  to ;  and,  after  the  usual  manoeuveraig, 
the  heayy  iron  fell  into  thirty  fathoms  of  water  with  a  radi 
like  the  fidling  of  an  avsdanche. 

Who  that  stood  on  the  deck  of  the  Jamestown  tiiat  de- 
lightful evening,  when  quiet  had  been  restored,  can  ever 
forget  the  emotions  of  the  hour,  or  how  we  wiiiied  that  the 
sun  might  delay  his  going  down?  The  island  of  gardens 
was  before  us,  clothed  in  its  summer  dress ;  the  anmia  of  a 
thousand  flowers  greeted  us  from  the  shore — 

"  Sweet  as  Sabean  odors  from  the  spicy  shore 
Of  Araby  the  blest" 

Fnnchal  and  its  surrounding  viUas  looked  cheerful  in  the 
departing  light ;  the  sound  of  church  bells  reached  us  from 
the  shore,  with  their  associations  of  home  and  things  aaored ; 
the  atmosphere  was  cool  and  invigorating;  and  forgetdng 
our  temporary  exile,  we  felt  that  being  in  such  an  hour  is 
bliss.  That  night  the  tea-table  smiled  with  fresh  fruits  of 
two  zones,  and  cheerful  converse  round  the  social  board 
occupied  the  remaining  hours  of  the  sacred  day. 

Monmig  came,  balmy  and  bright — such  mornings  as  only 
Madeira  can  have — and  those  who  were  not  detained  by 
duty  hastened  to  the  shore. 

First  impressions  of  places,  as  of  persons,  though  perhaps 
not  generally  truthful,  are  certainly  lasting:  so  it  is  latiier 
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unfortunate  for  our  remembrances  of  Madeira  that  on  our 
first  landing  we  were  beset  by  the  beggars  and  penny- 
catchers  of  the  town,  who  that  morning  seem  to  have  held 
a  mass-meeting  on  the  beach  in  honor  of  our  arrival.  These 
beggars  represent  both  sexes  and  all  ages,  various  degrees 
of  fledgedmM  (fluttering  rags  suggest  the  word),  various 
i^iades  of  complexion  in  skin,  and  great  variety  in  diseased 
conditions.  They  belong  to  the  genua  Naples — species 
Portugal — ^having  all  the  pertinacity  of  the  Neapolitan,  but 
void  of  his  resentment  and  ingratitude. 

There  being  neither  pier,  dock,  nor  cove,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Funohal,  the  landing  is  made  on  the  open  beach,  and 
frequently  at  the  expense  of  wet  feet.  When  the  weather 
is  calm,  a  ship's  boat  may  be  stranded  without  much  risk ; 
but  if  there  is  mudi  sea,  it  is  safer  to  ts^e  one  of  the  native 
surf  boats,  which  may  be  obtained  for  a  trifle,  and  are  skill- 
fully managed.  Going  with  the  momentum  of  the  wave, 
they  run  high  on  the  beach ;  then  you  must  jump  quick  and 
run,  or  the  succeeding  roller  will  reprove  tardy  steps.  My 
coii4>anion.  Lieutenant  H.,  and  myself  made  our  first  land- 
ing from  the  ship's  boat,  giving  the  spectators  a  specimen 
of  American  jumping — nothing  extra,  however — and  were 
received  by  the  beggars  with  open  arms — and  such  arms — 
horresco  referens  I  To  get  rid  of  these  was  our  first  essay ; 
and,  after  many  attempts,  and  the  use  of  many  arguments 
and  stratagems,  we  at  length  succeeded. 

Harsh  tones  and  threats  did  not  move  them,  severe  looks 
and  gestures  did  not  awe  them,  entreaties  but  encouraged 
them,  the  distribution  of  a  few  pieces  of  silver  to  the  women 
and  the  more  needy-looking  only  made  the  others  more 
sanguine  and  pressing.  The  children  in  arms  cried  in  re- 
Digitized  by  LjOOQ  Ic 


414         FEBSONAL  ADVSNTUXBS  iLND  OBSSBYATIONB. 

sponse  to  private  pinches ;  the  little  girls  and  hojs  paDed 
our  coats ;  the  mothers  smiled  and  monthed  aitenuiteiy ; 
the  maimed  came  loathsomelj  near;  while,  in  the  badc- 
groondy  the  horse-hirers  and  g^des  gtew  loud  and  eloquent 
in  their  demand  for  patronage ;  and  it  was  not  till  we  en- 
tered the  walls  of  the  consulate  that  we  fonnd  shelter  from 
the  terrible  storm. 

After  paying  our  respects  to  that  most  worthy  of  Ameri* 
can  representatives  abroad,  J.  Howard  March,  Eeq^  we 
went  forth  to  see  and  stroll  ad  libitum.  The  attentive 
beggars  were  in  waiting  at  the  gate,  and  continoed  to  fol- 
low us  for  half  an  hour  or  more ;  but  as  we  walked  &st, 
the  crutched,  old  and  lazy  gradually  dropped  o%  until  we 
found  ourselves  followed  by  boys  and  girls  only :  these  we 
dispersed  with  a  few  kind  words  and  an  active  volley  of 
pebbles. 

Strolling  without  a  cicerofiey  and  as  fimcy  may  lead,  may 
not  be  the  more  profitable  way  in  which  to  see  strange 
places,  but  it  is  certainly  the  more  comfortable,  has  the  ad* 
vantage  of  leading  out  of  the  beaten  paths  of  lion-huBt«rs, 
and  often  reveals  a  page  in  the  unwritten  annals  of  the  in- 
digent and  obscure. 

The  streets  and  lanes  of  Funchal,  and  many  of  its  roads 
for  miles  into  the  country,  are  paved  with  round  smooth 
stones  of  compact  basalt,  gathered  from  the  shingly  beach. 
These  make  walking  very  tiresome  to  the  unpractised,  but 
contribute  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  place  and  the  advmti^ 
of  the  horse-hirers.  Most  persons  would  prefer  paying 
twenty-five  cents  an  hour  for  a  good  horse  and  attendant, 
to  walking ;  but  he  who  walks  enjoys  the  greater  liberty, 
and  in  the  end  will  be  better  acquainted  with  the  places 
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yisited ;  but  if  an  Amerioan — ^for  we  are  proverbiaHy  poor 
walker»— lie  will  paj  for  the  adyantage  in  blistered  feet. 

Soon  we  were  a  thooaand  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
town ;  and  an  boor's  walk  furtiier,  with  manj  rests,  for  the 
road  was  very  steep,  gave  ns  an  elevation  whenoe  we  hsd  a 
bird's^ye  view  of  the  town  and  snrrotmdings^  with  the 
ships  in  the  offing,  forming  altogether  a  landscape  of  snr- 
paesiag  loveliness.  Sit  with  ns,  reader,  on  these  emerald 
and  fragrant  heights^  while  we  describe  a  few  objects  in  the 
scenery  before  us. 

Funchal,  the  capital  of  the  Madeira  group,  is  located  on 
a  southern  exposure,  &ciDg  the  sea,  which  washes  its  foun- 
dations. It  has  the  highest  mountain  of  the  island  as  a 
back-ground,  on  the  foot  of  which  it  stands,  having  high 
ranges  of  hills  to  the  east  and  west,  which  protect  it  from 
the  winds  of  three  quarters,  and  give  it  oti  air  of  nestled 
oomfort  and  security.  It  is  divided  by  several  canals,  or 
excavated  river  beds,  now  dry,  but  which  in  the  rainy 
season — ^winter — convey  impetuous  torrents  to  the  ocean 
bdow. 

Sometimes  these  floods  produce  fearfhl  destruction,  owing 
to  their  volume  and  the  momentum  which  they  obtain  from 
tlie  great  inclination  of  their  channels.  They  come  rolling 
£rom  the  momitains,  after  an  unusuaUy  heavy  rain,  with  a 
roar  that  may  be  heard  while  the  mighty  wave  is  still  some 
miles  distant ;  yet,  so  terrible  is  the  speed  with  which  it 
comes,  rushing  over  the  solid  masonry  set  up  to  inclose  it, 
that  the  ponic-stricken  inhabituits  who  dwell  upon  its  banks 
are  often  overtaken  in  their  flight  and  swept  away  before 
its  resistless  force.  In  the  year  1803,  several  large  build- 
ings of  the  lower  part  of  the  city,  in  the  vicinity  of  Ribeiro 
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de  Jo&o  Gh>me0y  were  oarried  oat  to  sea  in  their  aitirety ; 
and  onB  was  se^  by  the  light  in  ka  windows,  to  €o«t  for 
several  hoars  on  the  tpouUed  waters  of  the  faqr. 

There  settns  to  have  been  some  attempt  at  system  in  Ae 
first  plan  of  tiie  place,  as  the  streets  have  an  incUnaiion  for 
the  cardinal  points^  bat  the  engineer  was  not  very  skillfbl, 
or,  which  is  more  likdy,  the  interests  of  the  groond-holders 
were  too  often  c(Hisalted.  The  plan  was  probably  made  by 
Joao  Gron9alyes  Zarco,  who,  as  a  reward  for  discoyering 
the  island,  was  appointed  governor  of  the  greater  part  of 
it,  with  Funchal  for  his  oapttaL  It  derives  its  name  from 
the  quantity  of  wild  fennel  growmg  in  the  vicinity  at 
the  time  of  the  discovery,  called  in  the  Portuguese 
funcho. 

The  buildings  are  not  generally  of  a  style.  In  the  older 
residences  of  any  dignity  the  Moorish  imitation  is  manifest, 
while  in  those  of  later  date,  especially  in  the  suburban  villas, 
here  called  QuitUcu^  the  English  taste  prevails,  and  rules 
also  in  the  diq>osition  of  '^  the  grounds."  The  streets  are 
narrow  and  the  houses  high  and  substantial,  being  buflt  of 
stone  and  covered  with  Dutch  tiles.  To  one  accustomed 
to  the  light  and  airy  styles  of  southern  ardiitecture  in 
America,  these  massive  fronts  and  small  windows  look 
gloomy  and  prison-like,  yet  they  are  comfortable.  Even 
the  poor  of  the  city  live  in  large  houses,  but  these  are  gene- 
rally badly  ventilated. 

At  this  height,  we  have  the  city  as  full  in  view  as  the 
chess  player  has  his  men ;  and  the  most  prominent  objects 
visible  are  those  which  a  resident  will  t^  you — thank  for- 
tune there  are  no  guide-books  here— are  the  most  important 
in  reality. 
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Of  these,  the  cathedral,  aitoated  in  the  heart  of  the  town, 
]g  the  most  imposing  in  dimensions. 

It  is  a  large  cmciform  building,  of  several  styles — Oothio, 
perhs^s,  predominating — ^weather-beaten  and  patched  out- 
side, dark  and  imperfectly  ventilated  within.  Roman  Gatho- 
lio  churches  are  generally  badly  lighted;  the  darkness  is 
doubtless  symbolie,  but  the  significance  of  the  symbol  is 
not  generally  understood,  except  by  Protestants,  who  have 
aprioaU  interpretation  quite  satis&ctory. 

The  grand  altar  of  the  cathedral  is  a  gorgeous,  rather 
than  tasteful,  specimen  of  gilding  and  carving,  into  which 
are  worked  the  usual  expressive  symbc^s  of  the  Romish 
religion.  Along  its  grand  aisle  are  several  smaller  altars 
and  fiunily  chisels,  or  staUs,  comfortably  set  up. 

It  has  associated  interest,  apart  from  its  aspect,^as  a  place 
of  worship;  it  is  a  vast  sepulchre,  underneath  whose  stone 
floors  and  walls  many  thousands  sleep  in  hope,  under  the 
shadow  of  the  cross  and  the  spell  of  the  rignificant  words 
^-^  requieseat  in  paceJ*^  My  informant,  one  of  the  canons, 
told  me  that  the  dead  in  and  under  the  cathedral  were 
more  numerous  than  the  living  of  the  town :  hence  over 
twenty  thousand. 

The  convent  of  Santa  ClarOy  from  its  elevated  position, 
is  a  striking  figure  in  the  scene.  It  is  of  the  Franciscan  or- 
der, the  oldest  of  that  order  in  the  island,  and  was  founded 
by  Zarco,  the  discoverer,  whose  ashes  it  contains. 

It  is  better  known  to  sentimental  visitors  and  navy  offi- 
cers (who  generally  abound  in  sentiment!)  as  the  tem- 
porary prison  of  the  beautiful  and  &scinating  nun,  Maria 
Clementina. 

Once  during  our  stay  in  Madeira  we  had  the  pleasure  of 
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seeing  tbis  interesting  btdy.  It  was  on  a  pnblio  festire 
occasion^  when  she  appeared  in  pnblie,  as  she  has  otbeaa. 
done  in  the  few  years  past,  dressed  in  the  habiliments  of 
private  life  and  in  the  oompany  of  her  relatives.  She  is 
now  far  advanced  in  *'*'  the  sear  and  yellow  leaf^"  and  wo 
could  discover  but  few  of  the  traces  of  that  beauty  whidi 
captivated  so  many  in  her  earlier  days,  among  whom,  rumor 
says,  she  counts  a  worthy  and  accomplished  chaplain  of  ihe 
American  navy — ^^but  hereby  hai^  a  tale,''  The  convents 
of  Senhora  das  Msrces  and  JSncamacdOy  one  of  the  Fran- 
ciscan order  and  the  other  of  the  Capuchin,  are  buildings 
as  humble  in  pretension  and  i^pearance  as  we  trust  the  in- 
mates are  in  heart  and  life. 

Acting  on  the  assumption  that  ^^  might  makes  right,**  the 
crown  of  Portugal  has  taken  possession  c^  the  property  of 
these  institutions,  and  measures  for  the  abolition  of  nun- 
neries in  the  island.  The  object  may  be  a  good  (me,  but 
certainly  the  means  are  ignoble.  For  several  years  none 
have  been  permitted  to  take  the  veil,  so  that  when  the 
present  generation  of  nuns  shall  have  passed  away,  and  it  is 
evening  time  with  them  now,  there  will  be  an  end  of  con- 
vents in  Madeira. 

The  much-admired  feather-flowers,  and  &ncy  needle-woik 
of  Madeira,  produced  by  these  nuns  for  the  benefit  of  the 
church  and  poor,  show  that  they  are  industrious,  and  that, 
notwithstanding  their  long  seclusion  from  the  world,  they 
have  not  lost  their  sense  of  the  beautiful,  nor  their  sympathy 
with  suffering  humanity.  And  do  they  not  also  indicate  the 
presence  of  these  powers  and  sentiments  which,  in  commerce 
with  the  world,  would  have  contributed  to  its  refinement 
and  moi*al  elevation ;  but  as  they  have  lived,  do  not  their 
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lives  resemble  these  soft  and  beantifiil  creations  of  their  skill- 
fill  fingers,  beautifol  to  the  imagination,  but  in  reality  dead, 
and  without  fragrance  ? 

•  The  dome-like  roof  of  the  English  Episcopal  Chapel  rises 
from  the  midst  of  a  garden  of  flowering  shrubbery,  in  a  re- 
tired part  of  the  city.  The  building  is  a  square,  substantial 
and  tasteful  edifice  on  the  exterior,  but  more  like  a  theatre 
than  a  place  of  devotion.  The  interior  is  so  arranged  as  to 
form  a  hexagon,  having  galleries  on  four  sides,  but  as  the 
floors  of  these  are  horizontal,  rather  than  inclined,  none  but 
those  occupying  the  fl*ont  rows  can  witness  the  performance 
of  service.  The  grounds  within  its  high  inclosure  are  care- 
fully attended,  and  in  their  eternal  bloom  make  ample  return 
for  the  labor  bestowed.  The  paths  around  the  building  are 
paved  with  a  small  round  pebble,  into  which  smooth  white 
stones  have  been  worked,  forming  appropriate  figures,  which 
might  be  called  mosaic  in  pavement.  This  was  a  fiivorite 
resort  with  some  of  our  oficers  on  a  Sunday  afternoon ;  and 
delightful  was  it  indeed,  to  worship  with  its  serious  congre- 
gation, and  after  service  to  linger  for  an  hour  around  the 
sacred  place,  enjoying  communion  with  God  in  nature  with- 
out, and  in  the  richer  manifestations  of  his  grace  within. 
The  chaplain,  Mr.  Brown,  is  a  finished  gentleman,  a  practi- 
cal, elegant,  and  spiritual  preacher ;  evangelical  in  his  doc- 
trines, as  he  is  practical  and  sincere  in  the  duties  of  his  ofiice. 
The  chapel  was  built  by  consent  of  the  government  of  Por- 
tugal— ^this  granted  only  through  fear  of  offending  the  Eng- 
lish crown,  and  embarrassed  with  foolish  conditions.  The 
unchurch-like  appearance  of  the  building  is  one  of  them,  and 
the  prohibition  of  a  bell  another.  These  conditions,  with 
others,  were  prompted,  doubtless^  by  "  a  care  for  the  souls 
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of  the  faithful "  on  the  part  of  the  crown.  It  cooldnot  per- 
mit the  ringing  of  a  Protestant  bell  in  a  Catholic  city ;  that 
would  disturb  the  minds  of  the  Christians^  and  perhaps 
their  faith,  hj  leading  to  the  question  of  ^^  one  church." 

The  same  care  for  their  morals,  and  the  same  loye  invested 
in  soap  and  spelling-books  would  be  commendable.  The 
English  burjing-ground  is  near  by,  and  is  worthy  of  a  visit 
and  a  thought.  Here  lie  the  dust  and  hopes  of  hondreds 
who  came  to  these  healthful  shores  to  prolong  life,  but  came 
too  late.  The  mementoes  of  them  here  raised  appeal  to  oar 
sympathies,  for  a  majority  of  the  sleepers  were  females,  these 
mostly  cut  off  in  the  early  bloom  of  womanhood,  and  most 
of  them  by  that  slow  tormentor  and  destroyer,  consumption. 
The  yard  is  handsomely  laid  out,  and  ornamented  with^yer- 
greens,  telling  in  symbolic  language  of  that  immortality, 
whose  hopes  cheered  the  departing  hours  of  the  now  untrou- 
bled sleepers. 

There  is  a  violation  of  good  taste  here,  however,  that  one 
is  surprised  to  meet  in  an  English  burying-ground.  Many 
of  the  graves,  in  lieu  of  a  flower-bed,  tablet,  or  other  form 
of  monumental  structure,  are  covered  over  with  lime  and 
stone  composite,  representing  the  size  and  shape  of  the 
coffin  beneath.  The  sensation  of  walking  among  coffins  is 
irresistible,  and  the  emotion  felt,  one  of  horror  rather  than 
becoming  solemnity.  The  grave-yard,  like  the  chapel,  was 
granted  to  the  English  on  conditions.  One  was  that  it  should 
be  placed  beyond  the  walls  of  the  city ;  and  another,  that  a 
corporal's  guard  should  attend  each  burial  to  keep  order ; 
these  to  be  feed  at  the  expense  of  the  mourners. 

These  embarrassments  have  been  overcome.  The  city 
has  expanded  itself  so  as  to  embrace  the  yard,  and  for  many 
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years  the  corporal  and  his  guard  have  be^i  overlooked.    It 
was  located  by  Consul  Nash,  m  1772,  and  since  that  time, 
through  the  brotherly  kindness  of  the  English  residents, 
many  Americans,  and  other  Protestants,  not  British  subjects, 
have  been  buried  within  its  walls.    Previous  to  that  time, 
Protestants  dying  here  were  carried  out  to  sea  and  buried 
in  the  ocean  off  Brazen  Head.    The  Portuguese  burying- 
ground  has  a  spacious  and  beautiful  location  on  a  hill  over- 
looking the  sea,  opposite  Loo  Rock.  Its  neat  front  entrance 
opens  opposite  the  Aailo  do  mendicidade  and  presents  quite 
an  imposing  aspect.    The  ground  is  divided  into  large 
squares,  and  these  are  subdivided  into  grave  plots,  each 
marked  by  a  stone  which  contains  its  number.    But  this  is 
too  systematic,  and  where  the  plots  are  occupied  reminds 
one  too  forcibly  of  a  potato-patch.    Trained  along  its  walls, 
roses,  geraniums,  and  heliotropes,  grow  luxuriantly;  the 
borders  are  set  in  box  and  other  appropriate  edgings,  and 
altogether  it  looks  more  like  a  well-kept  garden  than  a  city 
of  the  dead.    A  little  chapel  in  the  centre  heightens  the 
illusion,  for  it  resembles  a  gardener's  lodge  rather  than  a 
temple  of  religion ;  and  as  you  are  about  to  leave,  after  your 
walk  and  musings,  the  sexton-gardener  quietly  obtrudes 
himself  presenting  a  beautiful  bouqtcet^  and  a  gentle  hint  for 
a  small  fee.    Ton  accept  both,  and  depart. 

But  enough  for  one  coup  deceit.  Descend  with  us,  reader, 
from  these  heights ;  the  inner  man  calls  for  something  more 
substantial  than  flowers  and  delightful  scenery ;  break  a  lance 
again  with  the  beggars ;  sit  down  with  us  to  a  light  dinner 
at  Juliette^s  good  second-rate  hotel,  and  drink  with  us,  sons 
of  temperance,  a  glass  of  pure  and  harmless  Madeira ;  and, 
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after  health  to  loved  absent  ones,  drink  to  the  memory  of 
him  who  discovered  this  lovely  isle, 

"  Where  the  citron  and  olire  are  fairest  of  fruit, 
And  the  Toice  of  the  nightingale  never  is  mate. 
Where  a  leaf  nerer  dies  in  the  still  blooming  bowers, 
And  the  bee  banquets  on  through  a  whole  year  of  floweis." 
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CHAPTER  TL 

MAT>KTBA — CONTINUED. 

History — ^Population — Proceesion  of  Mignelites — A  Day^s  Bide— Modes 
of  TraTelling — ^Horses  and  Barroqneros — ^An  Impertinent  Qnestimi— 
Suburbs— Laradas—IrrigatioB— Wheat  Fields — Freemason  Horses — 
Mount  Church — Little  Curral — Falheiro,  etc 

To  the  wine-dealers  and  wine-drinkers  of  the  world,  the 
name  Madeira  has  been  familiar  for  ages.  By  many  of  our 
conntrymen  it  is  heard  with  associations  the  most  sacred, 
for  there  many  a  beloved  oonsmnptive  has  prolonged  a 
precious  life,  or  closed,  amidst  its  soft  and  balmy  airs,  a 
season  of  suffering.  This  is  onr  reason  for  introducing  a 
sketch  of  its  history. 

Madeira  is  the  principal  island  in  the  gronp  of  that  name, 
the  others  being  the  Desertas,  nninhabited,  and  Porto 
Santo,  a  small  island  containing  a  population  of  less  than 
two  thot^sand.  It  is  supposed,  from  a  reference  which 
Pliny  makes  to  certsdn  islands  which  he  designates  by  the 
names  Purple  Island  and  Manritanian  Island,  which,  he 
says,  are  "  over  against  the  Autotoles*'  (the  western  coast 
of  Morocco),  "  and  were  discovered  by  Juba,"  that  this 
island  was  known  to  the  ancients.  The  geography  of  Riny 
is  not  as  definite  as  might  be  desired,  yet  this  is,  perhaps, 
one  of  the  islands  referred  to ;  and  to  one  who  has  seen 
Madeira  from  a  distMice  of  twenty-five  miles,  the  adjective 
"purple,"  as  applied  to  it  by  Juba,  the  discoverer,  is 
peculiarly  appropriate.    This,  associated  with  the  direction 
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of  their  location,  as  given  by  Pliny,  gives  a  coloring  of 
probability  to  the  supposed  identity.  In  the  abs^ice,  bow- 
ever,  of  well-authenticated  accounts  of  the  ancient  dis- 
covery, their  classic  history  most  stand  side  and  side,  in  the 
region  of  doubt,  with  the  charming  romance  of  their  dis- 
covery, invented  by  one  Alcaforado,  and  published  in  Pans 
near  two  hundred  years  ago.  This  we  may  refer  to  in  the 
next  chi9>ter. 

Early  in  the  fifteenth  century,  when  Portugal  was  wakiog 
up  to  that  enterprise  in  navigation  and  discovery  which  for 
a  while  gave  her  preeminence  among  the  nations  of  Europe, 
and  which  constitutes  her  strongest  claim  to  national  dis- 
tinction, her  learned  and  energetic  prince,  Henry  IV.,  fitted 
out  several  expeditions  for  the  purpose  of  exploring  the 
terra  incognita  of  the  Afiican  coast  beyond  Bojador.  One 
of  these  expeditions  was  (in  1419)  jdaced  in  command  of 
Jo&o  6on9alves  Zarco,  who,  in  attempting  to  double  Cape 
Bojador,  was  driven  out  to  sea  before  a  violent  storm. 
Through  part  of  a  day  and  a  long  night,  he  ran  before  the 
furious  gale,  and  in  the  morning  found  himself  nearing  an 
unknown  island,  under  whose  lee  he  found  shelter,  and 
which,  in  honor  of  his  deliverance,  he  named  Porto  Santo. 
He  returned  to  Portugal  to  inform  his  prince  oi  the  dis- 
covery, and  on  returning  to  plant  a  cc^ony  the  following 
year,  was  enticed  from  his  course,  when  near  the  idand,  by 
a  fixed  bank  of  clouds  on  the  western  horizon.  Supposing 
these  to  be  held  there  by  the  attraction  of  high  limds,  he 
shaped  his  course  for  them,  and  despite  the  threats  and 
entreaties  of  the  crew,  who  looked  with  superstitions  dread 
on  the  dark  mass,  pressed  on  until  he  discovered  a  mag- 
nificent island,  which,  because  it  was  covered  with  wood, 
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he  called  Madeira.  The  idand  was  soon  colonized  bj 
emigranto  firom  Portugal.  To  these  were  added  captives 
taken  in  ike  wars  of  the  mother  country  with  the  Moors, 
which  were  kept  by  the  ec^cmists  in  a  condition  of  slavery. 
Slaves  were  brought  also  from  the  neighboring  coast  of 
A&ica,  and  in  1552  the  slave  population  numbered  2,700. 

llie  discoverer  was  rewarded  with  an  extensive  domain 
in  the  island,  and  the  command  of  military  govemcH*  over 
the  larger  portion  of  it.  He  fotmded  a  hospital  and  other 
public  charities  in  Funchal,  and  left  to  posterity  a  name 
embalmed  in  good  deeds.  The  population  ra]»dly  increased, 
The  vales  and  hill-sides  were  found  to  be  as  productive  in 
grain  and  fiurinaceous  roots,  as  they  had  been  in  the  native 
flora;  labor  was  productive  and  plenty,  and  tmambitious 
contentment  smiled  on  cot  and  cottage. 

In  1566,  the  quiet  of  the  islanders  was  disturbed  by  the 
spproadi  of  three  French  privateers,  who  landed  their 
<»rews  in  the  bay  of  Praea  Formosa,  and  swe^nng  down  the 
eUght  resistance  ofiered  by  a  few  soldiers  and  citizens  in 
arms,  proceeded  to  Funchal,  and  sacked  it.  The  inhabi- 
tants, flyiag  in  every  direction,  left  their  houses  and  pro- 
perty exposed,  and  the  invaders,  loading  themselves  with 
naoney,  jewels,  and  other  valuables,  returned  to  their  ships 
without  destroying  property,  or  personally  maltreating  the 
inhabitants.  A  vessel  was  dispatched  to  Lisbon  from  the 
opposite  side  of  the  island,  but  long  before  assistance  could 
arrive,  the  piratical  privateers  had  sailed  for  other  shores. 
This  was  among  the  first  troubles  of  the  island,  and  laid 
the  foundation  of  those  coast-defences,  which,  if  properly 
manned,  are  impregnable. 

In  1580,  Portugal  and  its  dependencies  fell  under  the 
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domiakm  of  Spain,  but  in  1640,  imder  Dom  Joao  IV*,  ikm 
yoke  was  shaken  off.  During  the  long  jealousy  aad  van 
between  England  and  Ftanee  in  the  begkuimg  of  the 
preeent  centnrj,  the  British  twiee  possessed  theraeelTBa  of 
Madeira,  first  in  1801,  and  agam  in  1B07.  Tiieir  poosoasieii, 
however,  was  merely  nominal,  and  they  justified  themselrca 
by  saying  that  JFVmnee  had  so  little  req>eot  for  neutral 
powers,  that  she  would  certainly  possess  herself  of  so  omi- 
yenient  a  rendsevatUj  if  England  did  not  anticipate  her. 
This  kind  of  logic  is  very  English. 

In  1828,  when  Dom  Miguel  usurped  the  throne  of  Portu- 
gal, Madeira  came  willin^y  under  his  rule.  Hie  liberal 
policy  won  the  confidence  of  the  islanders,  and  his  eject- 
ment, in  1834,  was  ao  occasion  of  sorrow  to  most  of 
them. 

Leaning  over  tlie  wall  of  the  American  consulate,  wUdi 
looks  into  the  puUic  square,  we  witnessed,  two  summ^s 
ago,  a  procession  in  honor  of  Dom  Miguel.  It  was  com* 
posed  of  men,  women  and  children  j&om  the  country,  who 
came  dancing  and  singing  through  the  stareets  to  the  music 
of  the  nMchke.  We  followed,  with  a  rabble  of  boys  and 
donkey-drivers,  8!:q)ported  by  a  staff  of  attentive  beggtts, 
and  in  the  course  of  a  long  walk,  picked  up  the  sentimemt 
of  the  occasion.  The  party  were  dressed  m  the  native  cos- 
tume of  the  island,  which  is  now  worn  by  the  coimtry 
people  only.  With  the  men,  this  consists  of  small  blue 
funnel-«haped  caps,  about  four  inches  in  diameter,  and  is 
worn  on  the  crown  of  the  head,  white  shirts  ftstooaed 
about  the  waist,  vests  of  some  bright-colored  woollen,  knee- 
breeches,  supported  at  the  waist  by  gay  scarfi,  and  goat- 
skm  boots,  which  are  low  enough  on  the  leg  to  leave 
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fiereial  inches  of  Ae  oalf  riaibie.  The  w<niieii  were  dressed 
in  sliort  petticoats  of  red  or  other  bright-colored  material, 
dose-fittiDg  oatioo  bodies,  with  short  slecTes,  bright  parti- 
colored neck-ties  over  beads  and  trinkets,  with  boots  and 
oape  like  the  men.  The  short  petticoats  and  well-filled 
booUegs  gave  ^e  lasses  of  the  porty^  quite  a  saney  appear- 
ance, and  reminded  ns  of  some  nnJ^niniBe-looking  blo<»ners 
that  we  had  setti  nearer  hc»ne«  Both  men  and  wom^i 
w&ce  abondaatly  bedecked  with  flowers,  and  carried 
branches,  wreaths,  and  pakneUw  in  their  hands,  and  as 
they  sang,  swayed  th^oEi  to  and  fro  with  enthusiasm^ 

Snch  parties,  we  learned  from  our  half-^zen  volnnteer 
interpreters,  are  iK>t  uncommon;  and,  though  they  are 
generally  so  small  as  not  to  excite  the  jealousy  of  the 
goyemm^it  officials,  the  sympathy  of  the  lower  classes, 
widi  their  hberal  sentimsnts,  is  deep  and  extensive.  Excuse 
this  episode  in  our  history,  which  we  close  by  saying  that 
the  present  (1857)  population  of  the  island  is  about 
100,000.  Three  mcmths  ago,  before  the  cholera  made  its 
&aiful  ravages,  we  might  have  added  twelve  or  fifteen 
thousand  more. 

Mount  Churchy  or  the  church  of  our  Lady  of  the  Moun- 
tain— Nbssa  Senhora  de  Monte — and  the  Little  Ourral,  are 
places  of  great  attraction  to  visitors.  The  Curral,  with  its 
ru^^  sides  and  deep  barin,  the  wildly  irregular  depo- 
sitions €i  its  volcanic  strata,  and  the  thousand  fotms  of 
v^etable  beauty  whidi  find  luxuriant  life  adown  its  braes, 
attracts  the  student  of  nature^  while  Mount  Church  appeals 
to  oujr  loTe  of  the  supernatural  in  its  ghostly  legends ;  and 
if  it  does  too  severely  try  our  fidth,  compensates  for  the 
draft  on  our  credulky  by  the  attractive   scenery  of  its 
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vieimige.  1$  k  mUuntod  on  the  aide  of  the  moimUm  wUok 
forms  the  baok-groimd  of  Funolia]^  about  two  and  a  Intf 
milea  firom  the^j,  and  two  thonauid  feet  abore  l^e  le^el 
of  thaaea. 

On  a  bright  mornmg  in  July,  our  fleet  au^eon  and  mywif 
stepped  adiore  from  the  surf-boat,  intent  <m  a  day's  ride. 
We  landed  near  that  hugeinllar  of  Bt(me  and  moitar,  whdeh 
some  ingenious  Yankee  built  for  the  purpose  of  unloading 
vessels  in  the  bay,  in  rough  weatiiar.  The  modm  openmdi 
was  by  means  of  caUes,  seoured  at  one  end  to  the  top  of  the 
pillar,  and  at  the  other  to  the  masts  of  the  resselfOyer  wMeh, 
m  orates  or  boxes,  the  cargo  was  to  be  drawn  adiore.  The 
sdieme,  however,  had  one  &ult-Hi  £9kult  connnon  to  many 
Yankee  inventions,  namely — ^it  woiddnt  work. 

Here,  engaging  a  couple  of  good-looking  horses  and  dever- 
looking  attendants,  we  mounted,  and  soon  found  ourselves 
breathing  the  mommg  exhalations  of  the  dewy  moutttains. 
The  modes  of  conveyance  in  Madeira  are  three.  •  Mrst,  slung 
from  a  pole,  which  is  carried  by  men,  in  a  palanquin,  or  a  ham- 
mode  The  palanqam  b  a  chair  nmdi  resembling  a  ddld^ 
cradle,  suspended  from  a  pole  by  strong  wire.  It  ia  mndi 
used  by  ladies  and  invalids  as  a  ccmveyance  about  town,  but 
for  long  journeys  the  hammock  is  preftrabie,  and  fighter. 
The  second  mode  is  in  a  carriage,  set  on  dedge-runnars,  and 
drawn  by  oxen.  As  the  roads  of  the  island  are  goieraUy 
too  steep  for  wbeeWddcles  this  is  the  only  kind  is£  carriage, 
and  this  was  not  introduced  until  about  tea  years  ago.  Cap- 
tain Bulkely,  of  the  British  aimy,  enjoys  the  honor  oC  its 
invention.  It  is  extennvely  patronized  by  plethorio  gentle- 
men, and  dowager  ladies,  but  is  emphatinlly  ^  a  dow  ooaoh." 
The  horses  of  the  island  are  good,  wdl^finrmed,  and  sure* 
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feotad,  andwidi  an  attoidMit  maj  be  hired  at  the  rate  of 
two  dollars  a  day. 

Our  itifrogtMn?^*— literally,  donkey-drivers — as  those  who 
aoocMupany,  or  hire  out  horses  are  called,  followed  dose  to 
oor  hossei^  tails,  and  kept  up  without  evident  effort.  They 
are  an  tt;idiirii^daBd;eaQ  follow  a  horse  over  the  moimtains, 
seale  oli&i  or  descend  ledges  to  gatbemp^siioeBS  for  senhor, 
and  then  danoe  till  midnight.  Between  them  and  tibeir 
boises  tiiere  is  perfect  understanding:  certain  jerks  of  the 
tail  regulate  the  speed  of  the  animal,  nor  can  he  be  induced 
to  travel  on  quietly  if  his  mastw  is  &r  beUad. 

The  road  firom  Funchal  to  the  ehurdi  rises,  on  the  aver- 
age, to  an  angle  of  16^  with  the  horizon,  but  int  some  places 
it  rises  to  80^.  Here  we  found  the  riding  unpleasant,  and 
were  often  compelled  to  the  xmhorsemanlike  resort  of  hold- 
ing to  the  mane  with  both  hands.  Inscalii^  one  of  the 
steeps,  with  my  head  dose  to  the  h<H«e'sears,  and  n^heds 
attddng  up,  rather  ungracefully,  behind,,  my  eompanion 
wanted  to  know  if  that  was  a  specimen  of  the  fine  horseman- 
diip  for  whi<^  Methodist  drcuit-riders  are  celebrated.  I 
replied  that  our  thoughts  were  quite  coincident,  for  I  was 
just  thai  thmkmg  of  a  steep  road,  by  whidi  I  used  to  cross 
the  Fine  Mountains,  on  the  oldPike  circuit  in  Georgia ;  but 
tliat  beii^^  at  that  time,  inspired  with  nobler  purposes  tJian 
at  present,  I  could  better  afford  to  hold  up  my  head.  For 
the  sake  of  the  corps  itinerant  he  hoped  it  was  so,  for  such 
diq^ys  of  <»te's  person  as  I  was  then  making  were  not  cal- 
culated to  inspire  the  brethren  with  revereenoe  for  their 


Our  road  was  bounded  on  both  sides  by  high  walls,  over 
which  hui^  geraniums,  heliotropes,  and  fuschiaa,  pumpkins, 
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graiiadiy«8--*insyiKypBoftkeaoq^^ 

lazarianoe.  The  mountam-sides  are  terrMed,  and  divided 
mto  tmall  plots  by  sabstantial  wilk.  Almost  ey^iy  garden 
has  its  cot  of  stone,  thatdted  with  straw  or  grass,  and  m  it 
the  nsnal  blessing  of  the  poor  man,  a  <pnveBfidef  ohildrsK. 
Iirerj  indi  of  these  ploto  was  oecapied  bjsomenseAdT^e- 
table  or  flower;  sweet  potatoes,  several  varieties  of  ptdse, 
and  sugar-ease  being  the  staple  artfades ;  and  near  the  water 
courses  the  yam  of  Madeira,  <xnim  cohcaHa  or  m^tm  e»- 
(mlentumy  spread  its  broad  leayes  of  i^dny  green.  It  was 
now  the  heat  of  uddsammer,  yet  the  groimd  was  matted 
over  with  vegetatioii,  and  the  litlle  cots  were  searoeiy  Tisir 
Ue  thfoagh  their  sorroimdings  ^  banana  and  onmge*  A 
short  ride  bronght  ns  to  the  ZcNKMfo— 4he  artery  whidi  con- 
tains the  li£&-blood  of  the  plains  bek>w«  Litrodaeing  here 
some  obserrations  subseqoently  made  on  this  system  of 
watering,  I  shall  answer  some  questions  proposed  by  my 
fri^d  President  lliomas,  of  Emory,  and  others,  regarding 
irr^ation« 

The  Lavada  is  a  stream  of  tq»ring  water,  canght  as  it  le^ps 
down  the  mocmtain,  at  a  point  several  miles  firom  FnnehaL 
It  is  eendooted  around  the  breast  of  the  monntam  in  a  tron^ 
of  solid  masonry,  which  has  just  indini^km  enough  to  keep 
the  water  im  motion,  diiiding  on  its  way  mto  vems,  "w^sk 
themselves  divide,  and  sub-divide,  and  ramify,  in  their  down- 
ward course,  BntU  every  little  fidid  and  patch,  in  a  sur&oe 
of-many  miles,  is  supplied  with  its  litde  life-giver;  so  that, 
could  the  irrigation  system  about  the  city  be  presented  em 
paper,  it  would  represent  a  net-woric,  over  the  &ee  of  the 
country,  of  astonishing  complexity  and  beauty.  Theve  are 
no  floodgates,  or  other  mechanical  contrivance  to  diut  off 
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tbe  wftfcer  at  the  janotkm  <^  the  rarions  bnmobeB,  other  than 
a  few  stones  bftdked  bj  a  epadefUL  of  sdl,  or  a  sod  of  grass. 
A  Yankee  woold  bare  something  more  ^^  handy."  For  this 
water  a  rent  is  paid  by  the  gnxoid-holderB)  whi^  in  any 
part  of  onr  eonntry,  would  be  oonsidered  a  large  price  for 
the  land  its^;  and  when  ssde  is  made,  a  separate  deed,  se- 
OQiing  the  privilege  of  water,  when  paid  for,  is  transmitted 
w^  the  title  to  the  real  estate.  Some  of  the  most  impor- 
tant lawsuits  that  haye-tronbled  the  courts  of  the  island  haye 
been  in  regard  to  water-privileges.  To  the  more  productive 
c^  these  fields  water  is  given  as  often  as  twice  in  the  week, 
and,  as  near  as  we  coold  judge,  without  actual  measurement, 
in  quantities  equal  to  an  inch  deep  over  the  jurodudoig  sur- 
&ce.  The  time  for  watering  is  the  eveoii^»  The  stone 
gutter  which  conveys  die  water  discharges  it  at  the  highest 
point  of  the  plot,  and  thence  it  is  oondocted  by  the  hoe,  not 
immediately  to  the  roots  of  the  plants,  but  between  the 
rows. 

The  sou  of  Madeira  is  a  tu& — i.  e.  decomposed  vdicanic 
cind^ti  and  other  igneous  matter — and  is  of  many  eliades ; 
of  red  and  gr^  mainly,  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of 
ozydised  iron  which  it  contains*  Substrata  of  a  modem  day 
are  frequently  oMt  with,  resulting  from  the  decomposition 
oftheredtufiu  This  is  naturally  a  thirsty  soil,  and  when 
we  add  to  this  the  ftct,  that  but  litUe  rain  Ms  between 
April  and  September,  it  will  be  seen  how  indiq>ensable  this 
system  is  for  the  producticm  of  food  for  this  excessive  popu- 
lation^ and  how  the  art  of  man  has  supplied  the  defidencies 
ofnature,  and  commanded  stones  to  be  made  bread.  There 
«re  (Aher  parts  of  the  island  in  which  irrigation  is  carried  on 
extensively,  even  where  there  are  no  streams.    Stone  reser- 
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Yoirs  are  built,  which  &r«  filled  in  die  winter,  or  niny  \ 
son,  and  distributed,  as  we  have  described  abore^  in  t^ 
summer.  In  looking  dewn  upon  these  fertile  terraees,  ti- 
sionsof  untold  acres  of  sassafras  and  broom-sedge  wastes,  in 
our  own  beloTed  State,  floated  before  us ;  wastes,  whicb  but 
a  little  outlay  of  genius  and  dental,  in  turning  neigbbaring 
streams  or  springs  over  them,  would  oonvert  into  fimitlU 
fields.  That  would  be  a  pin4iook  business,  repliee  ooe. 
Wdl,  be  it  so,  Fri^d  Oottoabales.  We  have  y^  to  learn 
that  ^^alit^&rm  well  tilled,  givesabigorib  w^  fined.** 

Mount  Church  is  still  before  us.  Anotiier  thousand  feet 
is  scaled  amid  the  baridng  of  dogs,  and  the  diatter  of  ch9- 
dren,  who  lean  over  tibe  walls  to  beg  from  us  as  we  pass. 
We  are  in  another  Eone  of  vegetation,  the  banana  and  the 
orwige  are  giving  place  to  the  pear,  the  apple,  and  the 
plum,  and  other  fiuniliar  growths.  Here  we  iiested  for  a 
while,  and  walked  through  the  bouitMl  grotmds  of  tlie 
widow  of  the  ex-govemor.  Her  quinta,  like  most  of  the 
suburban  villas,  is  of  one  story,  and  in  a  style  which  reminded 
us  of  the  better  elass  of  hoosM  in  the  southern  States,  but 
because  of  the  thiokness  of  the  stone  walls  this  is  more  cool 
in  summer,  and  warmer  in  winter,  tinm  ours.  Here  we  are 
in  the  midst  of  wheat-patches  now  r^>e,  which  wiS  yield  25 
or  80  bushels  to  the  aore  on  an  average.  We  observed  a 
little  variety  in  ^e  wheat  of  the  sevens  districts  throi^ 
which  we  passed,  but  most  <^  it  resembles  that  quality  which 
we  call  Madeira.  If  I  mistake  not,  this  term  is  appiied  in 
Georgia  to  several  varieties  of  red  wheat.  The  beard  of  the 
Madeira  wheat  is  so  long  that  I  hove  often  mistakoi  it  ibr 
barley  at  a  short  distance ;  the  grain  is  large  and  long,  yidd- 
ing  much  bran,  and  a  swieet  but  dark  flour.    As  we  ascend, 
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the  fields  ue  larger^  oots  nualkr,  and  people  poorer  in  f^ 
pearaace.  The  fig-bearing  cactus  (prickly  pear),  is  here 
cultiTated  for  its  fruit,  which  forms  a  large  portion  of  the 
f€K>d  of  the  peasantry;  and  the  blackberry — ^native  of  all  cli- 
mates— covers  ditch  and  walL 

At  a  little  hoTcl  on  the  road-side,  our  horses  came  to  an 
unbidden  halt,  and  threw  back  their  ears  with  a  '^  no  go '' 
e3q>resaion.  We  paused  &r  a  reply,  when  the  burroqueros 
coxaing  up,  gare  us  a  clue  to  tiie  movement,  by  asking  for 
wine :  "  vinho,  senhor !"  and  as  they  spoke,  a  little  dirty- 
&oed  tapster  s^^peared  at  the  door,  with  bottle  and  glass  in 
hand.  It  was  impossible  to  refuse  so  well-sustained  an  ap- 
peal, so  we  treated.  The  lads  drank  healths  to  us  gracefully, 
and  turned  ofi*  the  sour  stuff  at  a  gulp ;  then  without  wait- 
ing for  spur  or  chirp,  our  horses  moved  on.  Reader,  if  you 
are  a  freemason^  you  may  be  able  to  understand  how  the 
master  thus  communicates  with  his  horse,  though  out  of 
sight. 

The  church  is  large,  and  presents  to  the  road  a  gable-end, 
surmounted  by  two  square  towers,  in  which  hang  several 
bells.  It  is  devoid  of  architeetural  beauty,  as  it  should  be, 
for  in  the  midst  of  scenery  so  grand,  St.  Peter's  would  at- 
tract no  att^Ettion.  Lei^ueii  of  terraced  hill-sides  spread 
their  carpets  of  shaded  green  in  every  direction  below  us ; 
beautiful  country  seats  marked  the  landscape  with  tasteful 
life ;  here  and  there  the  thatch  and  smoke  of  humble  cots 
rose  above  the  dense  shrubbery  that  would  bury  them ; 
Funchal,  populous  and  noisy,  seemed  slumbering  in  the  dis- 
tance, secure,  like  Jerusalem,  amid  its  hilly  bulwarks ;  and 
to  the  east,  the  west^  and  the  south,  the  rilent  expanse  of 
Atfamtic  steads  its  eternal  blue.    After  feastingj^ve  and 
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Houl  on  the  richness  of  a  landscape  so  foil  of  varied  beaatjf 
how  tame  appeared  the  tawdry  tinsel  of  the  dinrch,  and  its 
little  altar,  not  excepting  the  large  lamp  of  solid  sUver  sus- 
pended in  the  aisle. 

The  church  was  bnilt  in  honor  of  the  saintly  patnmeaa  of 
the  mountains,  who,  it  is  said,  has  bestowed  many  fitvors  on 
the  inhabitants.  It  is  related  that,  on  an  occasion  when  the 
&mine-stricken  inhabitants  were  awaiting  the  arriTal  of  a 
cargo  of  grain  from  Lisbon,  many  of  the  Mthfcd  obeyed  a 
call  to  prayer,  to  intercede  with  Oar  Lady,  and  that  while 
they  prayed,  it  was  discovered  that  the  clodies  of  her  image 
were  wet  with  saltwater,  and  that  next  morning  the  veasid 
was  in  the  harbor.  The  phenomenon  of  the  wet  dotfaes  was 
explained  by  one  of  the  sailors  of  the  ship,  who  said  that 
while  they  were  becahned,  the  previous  night,  a  female  igure 
rose  out  of  the  water,  and  drew  them  into  port.  A  wag 
proposed  *^  to  prove  it  all  a  trick,"  by  showing  that  the  priest 
had  a  look-out  on  some  favorable  height,  and  that  die  call 
to  prayer  was  made  after  the  sail  waa  seen  apjNroachmg — 
that  the  priest  wet  the  clothes  of  the  statue,  etc ;  bat  tins 
wag  was  doubtless  one  of  those  wicked  persons  who  prder 
reason  without  &ith,  to  fidth  without  s^ise.  The  image  of 
Our  Lady  occupies  a  prominent  place  near  the  altar;  and 
about  her  person  are  stuck  rings  and  breast4)ins,  the  thank- 
offerings  ot  returned  sailors,  or  the  gifts  of  strangers  to  pro- 
pitiate the  origin^.  For  the  lady  hersdf  we  have  a  most 
respectful  regard,  but  beg  leave  to  express  the  opinioa 
that  her  wooden  representative  here  is  a  tawdry,  insigmfi- 
cant  doll  I 

Crossing  the  hand  of  the  sext<Hi,  and  throwing  some  ooip- 
pers  to  the  beggars,  we  remounted  and  were  soon  on  the 
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edge  of  the  Oarral,  and  among  miating  clonds.  Then  we 
commenced  the  steep  descent,  with  our  guides  hangiDg  on  to 
the  horses'  tails,  to  assist  in  strengthening  the  holding  back, 
and  at  length,  quite  fatigued,  we  reached  the  bottom.  Here 
we  rested  on  a  bank  covered  with  wild  fern,  heath,  and 
broom,  and  stranger  wild  flowers,  and  contemplating  the 
mighty  works  around  us,  were  lost  in  silent  adoration  of  the 
power  who  by  the  agency  of  fire  called  this  island  from  "  the 
vasty  deep,"  and  clove  its  mightiest  mountams  asunder. 
"  Who  toucheth  the  mount^s  and  they  smoke."  A  little 
stream,  murmuring  through  the  afanost  dry  bed  of  the  river, 
called  our  attention  to  another  of  the  mighty  of  his  servants, 
and  we  saw  where  the  winter  torrents  of  unnumbered  ceup 
turies  had  worn  through  stratum  after  stratum  of  solid  ba- 
saltic rock. 

Ascending  the  eastern  side,  we  found  ourselves  among 
short-leafed  pines,  and  other  growths  common  to  our  own 
high  lands.  Here  capital  has  not  yet  been  invested  in  irri- 
gating the  lands,  and  the  crops  are  such  as  can  be  made  by 
the  winter  rains — wheat,  barley,  and  Irish  potatoes.  The 
wheat  here  is  just  in  bloom,  and  at  least  ten  days  later  than 
that  we  passed  a  thousand  feet  below.  We  made  a  circuit 
in  our  descent  so  as  to  pass  by  the  Palheiro,  the  country 
seat  of  the  former  Count  Carvalhal.  The  grounds  are  laid 
out  in  the  English  park  style,  ornamented  with  fine  trees  of 
n^ive  growth;  and  altogether,  it  is  the  most  desirable 
country  residence  on  the  island.  We  found  our  way  down 
over  narrow  roads,  through  wheat,  and  cactus,  and  fig,  and 
cane,  and  potato  patches,  small  cottages,  and  beggar 
children,  and  readied  Funchal  in  the  evening,  in  time 
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to   enjoy  a  snmptnoQi   dmner  with   oor  most  worthy 

"  Now  &des  the  glimmering  UndBOftpe  on  the  sighiy 
And  til  the  &ir  A  solemn  stillness  holds, 
SftTe  where  the  beetle  wheels  his  droning  flight, 
And  drowsy  tInUfogs  kll  the  distent  folds.** 
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BreniDg  Wtlks^Oftiiwra  de  Loboo^The  New  Soad— The  Frau8--Ooet 
of  Liying— Cabinet  Workmen  and  Turners  —  Lazaretto — ^Vespers — 
GoTemment  of  Madeira,  etc. 

"NiyrwTTBSTAjnnjxQ  the  steep  hills  and  pared  streets  of 
Funchal,  there  are  many  pleasant  walks  to  be  foimd  in 
its  vicinity. 

The  little  village  of  fishermen's  hats,  called  Camera  de 
Lobos — ^Wolf's  Den — ^is  three  miles  distant,  and  the  road 
that  leads  to  it  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  island.  For  a  part 
of  the  way  it  trends  along  the  edge  of  a  high  diff,  which 
rises  perpendicularly  from  the  Atlantic  more  than  two  hnn- 
dred  feet ;  then  over  a  comparatively  level  country,  among 
wheat,  and  sitg»:-cane  patches,  and  fig-embowered  cots, 
imtil  it  readies  the  incliiiation  toward  tiie  elevated  valley 
in  whidi  the  church  and  village  stand. 

The  wolf-d^QS,  from  which,  in  the  early  settleiBents  of 
the  island,  the  village  took  its  name,  are  still  here,  but  hav- 
ing been  remodelled  by  the  spade  and  pick,  and  ftced  with 
rou^  stone,  are  now  the  dwelling-plaeesof  men.  A  know- 
ledge of  this  &ct  explained  the  astonidiiDg  voracity  of  the 
beggars  of  this  district :  the  condumon  was  irresistil^e,  that 
the  present  denizens  of  these  hill-H9lde  caves — ^the  £fenu8 
homo — ^inherited  from  the  extinct  race,  lujpu$j  not  only  his 
dwellings,  but  also  the  insatiable  hunger^  im^^tiring 
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energy  in  the  pursuit  of  Ibod,  characteristic  of  the  wol£ 
Two  old  specimens,  who  might  have  been  partners  connu- 
bial, dogged  our  steps  in  that  neighborhood  through  a 
whole  summer's  afternoon,  with 

**  That  long  slow  gallop,  which  can  tire 
The  hoimd*!  deep  bste,  tlie  hmitBiium's  fire ;" 

and  as  we  turned  for  Funchal,  about  sunset,  the  fear  that 
they  were  about  to  lose  the  long-pursued  prey,  brought 
from  them  an  irredustible  howl  of  petition.  When  we  dis- 
missed them  with  a  f^w  coppers,  they  growled  out  some- 
thing which  we  supposed  to  be  thanks. 

^^What  do  they  say,  Manuel?"  said  I,  turning  to  my 
ragged  Uttle  guide,  who  s|>oke  some  English. 

^^  The  old  man  say  yo  be  good  boy." 

^'  And  what  does  the  female  say?" 

^^  He  say  the  change  not  worth  so  much  blessing,  wboi 
he  walk  so  much  to  get  him." 

On  the  New  Road,  as  the  road  betwe^i  Camera  de  Lobes 
aad  Fnnchal  is  called,  the  American  may  walk  feelii^  that 
he  has  a  right  there,  for  it  was,  in  part,  constructed  by 
American  benevolence ;  imd  as  this  has  been  a  subject  of 
some  animadversion,  we  would  say  a  word  here  in  justifica- 
tion of  the  parties  concerned. 

Seasons  of  fiunine,  owing  to  protracted  droug^ita,  have 
occasionally  fallen  upon  this  fruitful  island,  the  last  of  whidi, 
of  muoh  severity,  was  in  1847.  In  Portugal,  England,  and 
America,  contributions  were  made  by  charitable  persons 
for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers ;  com  was  purchased  aad  sent 
out,  and,  with  other  breadstufis,  was  placed  in  the  hands 
of  a  committee  of  gentlemen  in  Funohal,  of^whom  our  con- 
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8ul,  J,  Howard  March,  Esq.,  was  one.  Many  of  the  appli- 
cants for  bread  were  able-bodied  adults,  and  to  keep  such 
fVom  contracting  habits  of  indolence  daring  the  &mine,  it 
was  determined  by  the  committee  that  a  small  amount  of 
daily  labor  should  be  demanded  for  daily  bread.  It  was 
thought  that  by  appropriating  this  labor  to  the  formation 
of  a  good  road  in  this  part  of  the  island,  a  double  purpose 
could  be  accomplished :  that  by  makmg  a  good  road  be- 
tween Fundial  and  a  densely  populated  district,  a  perma- 
nent benefit  would  be  bestowed  on  the  poor  of  that  district ; 
and  at  the  same  time  such  a  road  would  form  a  pleasant 
promenade  for  visitors  to  the  island,  most  of  whom  are 
from  the  countries  which  contributed.  The  American  or 
English  visitor  to  Madeira,  as  he  enjoys  a  breesy  walk  on 
this  beautifiil  and  gravelled  way,  finds  sufficient  reason  to 
approve  of  this  application  of  the  labor  which  his  benevo- 
lence supported,  and  the  heavily-laden  peasant,  as  he 
trudges  along  under  his  burden  of  fruit  and  vegetables  to 
supply  the  demands  of  the  African  cruiser,  or  as  he  returns 
at  night,  foot-sore  and  weary  after  a  long  day  of  toil,  blesses 
the  unknown  givers  of  that  charity,  which  not  only  fed  him 
and  his  little  ones  in  time  of  want,  but  also  opened  for  him 
a  comfortable  way  to  his  mountain  home.  We  think  it 
likely,  that  if  the  over-tasked  and  under-fed  donkeys  of  the 
island  could  be  called  upon  for  their  ojmuon — and  judging 
from  their  looks,  they  have  opinions  on  all  snl^eots-^of  this 
appropriation,  indirect,  of  public  charities,  they  would  send 
up  a  simultaneous  brat/  which  would  silence  all  croaking. 
A  Yankee  suggests  that  the  American  contributors  ought 
not  to  complain,  ^^  because  the  islands  will  be  ours  in  less 
than  twenty  years."  ^        i 
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Another  walk,  to  whkh  we  were  partial,  is  from  the 
Ihusa  da  Bdnha  up  to  the  Ftaza  ConsHtuiedo^  and  thence 
through  the  narrow  streets,  hned  with  work-^ops  and 
stores,  to  the  Praza  Academiccty  in  the  eastern  rabnrhs. 
These  Praaas  are  the  pnUio  squares  said  promen<ideB  of  the 
place,  planted  in  diade  trees,  and  provided  with  seats,  and 
here  the  beaatj  and  fashion  of  the  ottj  may  be  seen  taknig 
the  air  in  the  cool  of  the  evening,  and  on  festive  occaaons. 
In  making  this  tonr,  we  genendly  inclnded  the  meat  and 
fish,  and  the  vegetable  markets,  and  in  the  beautiftil  frnit, 
or  some  new  variety  of  fish,  we  always  found  something  to 
engage  and  interest.  Notwithstanding  the  heavy  excise 
and  market  dues  imposed  on  almost  every  article  offered 
for  sale  here,  maikethig  is  very  low,  as  compared  with  the 
Atlantic  markets  of  America.  Servant  hire  and  house-rent 
are  leas  by  one^hal^  in  the  same  comparison ;  and  to  the 
question,  often  proposed  by  invalids  and  others  desiring  to 
visit  Madeira,  as  to  the  expense  of  living,  we  would  reply, 
that  living  is  at  least  one-third  less  in  or  about  Funchal 
than  in  any  of  our  aouthem  cities.  Families  who  live  here 
at  the  rate  of  fifteen  hundred  a  year,  may  live  there,  in  the 
same  style  and  comfort,  at  a  thousand.  The  difference  in 
the  cluie  of  a  single  individual  would  not  be  so  great. 

We  frequently  entered  the  cabinet  shops  on  tiiis  walk  to 

witness  the  operations  in  carving,  veneering,  and  mosaic 

work  in  wood,  in  which  the  islanders  exceL    The  work  is 

done  mostly  in  the  tU  had  vinhcUicOy  native  woods  of  much 

beauty,  and  for  neatness  and  durability,  is  superior  to  the 

work  of  America  or  England.    This  is  owing  to  the  fact, 

that  in  Madeira  artisans  foXLow  but  one  branch  of  a  trade  or 

art,  and  therefore  attain  to  great  proficiency;  and  expert- 
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nesB,  and  besides,  UtlM>r  is  chei^.  The  trade  here  is,  at 
pi^ent,  for  the  greater  part,  coitfned  to  oentre  tables, 
work-boxes,  oard-eases,  and  the  ^au  ferms  of  cabmet 
work. 

We  were  attracted  by  the  singular  and  primitive  stmc- 
tnre  of  the  tomer^s  apparatus.  The  laUie,  consisting  of  the 
uanal  mandrel  and  posset,  is  elevated  but  a  few  inches  from 
the  ground ;  the  operator  works  before  it,  resting  on  one 
knee,  turning  with  one  hand,  and  directing  the  chisel  with 
the  other,  assisting  with  one  foot.  The  rotary  motion  to 
given  by  propelling  a  tightlynstrung  bow  back  and  forth 
across  the  mandrd,  around  which  the  string  has  one  turn. 
Great  speed  may  be  obtained  in  thto  way,  and  that  under 
comjdete  control ;  and  there  is  advantage  also  in  the  two 
motions,  to  and  from  the  operator,  in  bumonng  crooa- 
grained  wood.  In  nuMst  of  the  mechanic  arts  the  natives 
are  expert  and  tasteful,  but  in  other  departments  of  labor, 
physical  or  mental,  especiaUy  those  involving  the  inventive 
genius,  so  much  may  not  be  said  of  them. 

Thu  walk  may  be  extended  pleasantly  to  the  ZaaarettOj 
a  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  elephantiasis  amcmg  the  poor, 
a  disease  of  frequent  occurrenoe,  and  here  said  to  be  incur- 
able, as  it  is  not  known  that  a  single  cure  has  been  effected 
in  the  island* 

Returning  from  one  of  these  evening  strolls,  we  once 
passed  the  little  chapel  of  the  convent  JBfUxarrMo^j  just  as 
the  sunset  bell  rang  for  vei^rs.  We  entered  the  twQight 
apartment  with  a  few  who  were  waiting  to  pay  their  even- 
ing devotions  at  its  dimly-lighted  altar,  and  heard  the  ves- 
per hymn  as  it  floated  through  the  curtained  grating,  and 
filled  the  chapel  with  $otto  voce  strains,  sofl^as  the^^reathing 
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of  an  JEoliaa  harp.  The  sweet  maaic,  the  aolenmitj  of  the 
hour,  the  earnest  devotion  of  the  worshippers,  the  fact  that 
we  were  in  a  place  dedicated  to  the  service  of  our  common 
Lord  and  Saviour,  inspired  us  with  devotion,  and  for  a  mo- 
ment forgetting  our  prejudicesi  we  felt  that  it  was  good  to 
be  there.  It  occurred  to  us  to  ask,  why  are  not  Protestant 
churches,  especiaUj  in  our  cities,  open  at  this  hour,  con- 
secrated to  prayer  by  the  practice  of  the  churches  in  all 
ages,  for  the  benefit  of  the  stranger  and  the  passer-by? 
Is  it  yet  sufficient  objection  that  such  a  practice  k  pur- 
sued by  the  Church  of  ilome  7  It  is  to  be  feared,  that 
with  a  majority  of  Protestant  Christendom  it  is  so*  We 
once  heard  a  M^Jiodbt  minister  of  high  position  in  the 
church,  talk  nonsense  for  an  hour  and  a  half^  attempting 
to  prove  that  there  was  no  analogy  between  class-meet- 
ings and  Roman  confessionals,  proceeding,  the  while,  on 
the  assumption,  th€U  \f  any  such  analogy  existed^  it  would 
be  a  wjfidmt  objection  to  the  class  I  By  such  reasoning 
we  would  deprive  ourselves  of  the  creeds,  the  Lord^s 
prayer,  and  indeed  of  the  New  Testament  itsel£  But  the 
Protestant  Church  is  fSist  recovering  fi^m  the  extremes 
inseparable  &om  a  thorough  re&rmationi  and  will  soon 
occupy  that  via  mediae  between  a  dry,  unattractive  Puri- 
tanism, and  that  system  of  forms  where  spirituality  is 
swallowed  up  in  the  excess  of  symbolism,  and  in  which 
her  crown  shall  flourish. 

While  we  are  among  the  people  gf  Madcara,  1^  us  turn  a 
glance  to  their  system  of  government. 

Until  1841,  the  Madeira  Islands  sustained  the  rdations  of 
a  colony  to  Portugal,  but  in  that  year  were  raised  into  the 
dignity  of  a  province,  and  are  now  treated  as  an  integral 
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part  of  the  kingdom.  The  province  is  divided  into  eight 
districts,  called  concdhoa^  in  each  of  which  there  is  a 
mtmicipal  chamber,  composed  of  nine  members,  who  are 
elected  biennially,  and  a  council  chamber  of  the  same  num- 
ber, who  are  selected  from  amongst  the  highest  tax-payers 
of  the  concelho.  The  coimcil  chamber  estimates  imd  limits 
the  expenses  of  the  concelho,  and  in  concert  with  the 
mmiicipal  diamber,  levies  taxes  and  contracts  loans  to 
meet  the  mtmicipal  expenses.  The  governor,  with  a  cabi- 
net of  four  members  (all  of  whom  are  appointed  by  the 
crown),  has  a  qualified  supervision  of  the  acts  of  the 
mmiicipal  chambers,  and  can  remit  taxes  in  individual 
oases.  He  is  also  the  interpreter  of  doubtM  contracts,  and 
the  supervisor  of  election  returns. 

Hie  genend  Junta  of  the  province  is  composed  of  thir- 
teen members,  who  are  elected  by  the  municipal  chambers, 
and  serve  two  years.  To  it  the  governor  is  in  some  degree 
amenable  for  his  official  acts,  yet  he  has  the  power  to  dis- 
solve this  body,  and  if  his  act  of  dissolution  is  approved  by 
the  home  government,  a  new  election  of  members  takes 
place,  and  a  new  Junta  is  formed,  llie  general  Junta  meets 
annually,  estimates  the  expenses  of  the  province,  assesses  a 
tax  to  meet  that  expose,  and  determines  what  proportion 
of  said  tax  shall  be  met  by  the  various  concelhos.  The 
province  of  Madeira  is  represented  in  the  Cortes  of  Portu- 
gal by  four  members,  chosen  by  electors,  who  are  elected 
by  the  voters.  The  property  qualification  of  the  voter  is 
the  possession  of  an  annual  income  of  $100,  independent  of 
his  personal  labors ;  and  small  as  this  ihay  seem,  it  excludes 
a  majority  of  the  adult  male  population.  The  elections  are 
held  at  the  parish  churches,  imder  the  inspection  of  priests, 
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by  wbom  yoten  must  be  reeognked  before  dM  vote  ean.te 
enrolled. 

The  present  jndidal  irfBtem  ottio  mto  TOgue  in  1841,  and 
law  is  now  administered  by  a  jvy  and  four  jo^^ee.  The 
lowMt  of  liieee,  called  jtnim  de  pa3j  u  the  legal  arbiter  of 
smaU  diflerences,  whose  duty  it  is  to  keep  parliea  from 
going  to  law,  if  possible,  and  to  dedde  inally  in  eaees  where 
six  dollars  or  less  are  involved. 

The  Juiz  e^'ICH-judge  elect— tries  caaee  c£  trespass  by 
cattle,  in  fields  or  vineyards,  and  diarges  of  oflenoe  against 
mtmioipal  regnlations. 

The  /uis  ardmano — oorrei^>eDding  with  our  justice  xii 
peace — takes  cognisance  of  raits  in  which  tSO  or  less  are 
involved,  and  hears  charges  of  offence  agmast  the  pnblio 
peace.  T1ie^*««*8  de  dcreito--^^ge  of  law — poaaesses  poweis 
similar  to  those  of  onr  superior  court  j«dges»  CrinuDid 
cases  are  tried  by  a  jury  of  nine  or  twelve,  who  are  jsdges 
of  the  fact  only,  and  the  verdict  must  haTe  the  snpport  ef 
two-thirds  of  the  pand.  Where  the  sentence  of  the  judge 
is  death  or  banishment,  i^peal  may  be  taken  to  the  sapreme 
tribunal  at  Lisbon. 

The  revenue  of  the  Madeiras  is  derived  firona  a  duty 

imposed  <m  all  imports,  excq^t  a  few  artides  of  iHreadstnff; 

and  on  wine  and  other  exports;  and  an  excise  oaali  meats 

and  fish  offered  for  sale,  and  on  most  of  ik%  agrieokural 

productions.     On  meats,  this  excise   m  tiiree  p^  cent. 

ad  wdaremj  on  fish  six,  and  on  grains  and  other  produce 

ten  per  cent.    The  annnal  revenue  of  this  little  province, 

whose  population  is  under  105,000^  is  $210,CMK> ;  and  when 

we    add  to  this  the  taxes  £>r   oonoMo  sttd  ]»oT»Bial 

purposes,  it  will  appear  that  the  dwellers  <m  this  bean- 
Digitized  by  vjOOQ 


tiftd  iriaod  pay^  dearly  for  that    bl^9€ing  called  govern- 
rnent. 

Hie  inteUigeiit  and  traveled  Amerioan  is  not  a  filiboater. 
He  belieTea  that  his  form  of  goyemment  is  the  best  in  the 
vrorlAy  for  Amerieans;  bat  among  other  people,  he  often 
sees  the  want  of  that  intelligence  and  appreciation  of  civil 
relations,  without  which  our  degree  of  personal  and  civil 
liberty  would  be  an  evil.  Hence  he  does  not  fall  out  with 
every  form  of  government  that  he  stumbles  on,  in  his  tour 
of  the  world,  because  it  is  un-American.  But,  however 
oonservative  and  philosophical  he  may  be,  he  cannot  alight 
upon  a  land  and  population  like  this,  without  feeling  a 
strong  desire  to  infuse  a  little  of  the  American  spirit  among 
them,  and,  at  least,  to  knock  off  the  fetters  of  a  state- 
imposed  religion.  Yet,  with  all  their  burdens,  the  people 
look  contented  and  cheerful — can  we  say  as  much  of  our 
own  masses  ?  The  peasantry,  especially,  are  a  Hght-hearted 
and  gala-day  population,  of  simple  habits,  and  unambitious 
aims.  Their  ignorance  of  politics  is  their  bliss,  and,  like 
one  bom  without  eyes,  they  can  form  but  a  £dnt  conception 
of  the  value  of  light.  In  studying  such  a  phase  of  humanity, 
we  conclude  with  Pope,  that 

**  Order  is  heavea^B  first  law ;  and  thb  oonDaat, 
Borne  are,  and  maat  be,/iv#-«r  than  the  rest, 
More  rich,  more  wise ;  bat  who  infers  from  henoe 
That  such  are  happier,  shocks  all  common  senBe.** 

To  the  sources  of  revenue  mentioned  above,  should  be 
added  the  monopolies  of  soap  and  tobacco ;  the  former  of 
whioh,  in  1864,  brought  the  government  over  •^S,^.  j^ 
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No  wonder  the  people  are  dirty  when  deanlinees  is  so 
heavily  taxed.  The  Orchil  weed,  a  cryptogamons  jdant, 
mnch  used  in  dyeing,  was  formerly  gathered  and  exported 
in  large  quantities  from  the  Madeira  and  Cape  Yerd 
Islands.    The  government  monopolized  the  exportaticm. 
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MADSIBA — CONTINUKD. 

A  Day's  Ride — Grand  Curral— The  Tine  and  the  Wine  of  Madefara— 
Geology  of  the  Corral  and  Island  (Generally — ^Trouble  in  the  Dinner 
Basket — ^A  Soliloqny. 

The  Currcd  das  Freiras — ^Fold  of  the  Nuns — commonly 
called  the  Grand  Curral,  is  the  great  curiosity  and  attrac- 
tion of  Madeira,  so  we  determined  to  see  it  before  taking 
our  final  departure. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  a  July  day,  and  while  the  dew 
still  sparkled  in  diamonds  on  the  grass  and  hedge-rows, 
Dr.  C,  Lieutenant  A.,  and  myself,  engaged  three  good 
horses,  with  their  attendants,  and  a  lusty  fellow  to  carry 
a  basket  of  provisions,  and  took  up  our  road  through 
fragrant  lanes,  and  gardens  of  banana  and  coffee-trees,  for 
the  distant  mountains.  Our  route  lay  through  the  paiish 
of  San  Antonio,  one  of  the  prettiest,  most  populous  and 
productive  districts  of  the  isbmd,  and  which,  in  the  wine- 
producing  days  of  the  Madeiras,  furnished  the  best  wine. 

Tell  us  something  of  the  wine,  says  one.  Ah !  reader, 
if  you  have  a  penchant  toward  good  wine,  let  us  offer 
you  our  sympathy,  for  the  days  of  "old  Madeira"  are 
ended ;  the  years  of  the  sweet  Malmsey,  and  the  luscious 
Sercial,  and  the  Biial,  and  TRnta,  and  Verddlho,  and  Palhdte, 
and  Surdo,  and  Negrinho,  natives  of  these  hills,  are  num- 
bered. Digitized  by  GoOglC 
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The  island,  which  onoe  prodaoed,  for  foreign  markets, 
fifteen  thousand  pipes  of  wine  (Uie  harveflt  of  1809)  is  now 
known  no  more  among  wine-producing  countries. 

This  is  the  fifth  year  (1857)  in  which  no  wine  has  been 
produced.  For  three  years  the  vine-dresser  waited  in  anx- 
ious hope,  but  the  blight  continued  to  grow  worse,  and  at 
length  the  much  loved  and  long  cherished  vine  was  cut 
down  to  make  room  for  the  more  homely  growths  of  oom 
and  sugars^ane.  This  disease  manifests  itself  in  the  qning, 
in  the  crumpled  appearance  of  the  leai^  and  the  withering 
of  the  young  fruit.  Scientific  men  suj^pose  that  the  vine, 
having  been  so  long  the  only  crop  cultivated  in  the  wine 
districts,  has  at  length  exhausted  those  properties  of  soil 
which  gave  it  fruitfulness,  and  that  these  properties  can 
only  be  restored  by  a  process  which  may  require  ages  for 
its  development.  Those  chemical  agents  known  to  abound 
in  grape-producing  soils,  have  been  applied  here  without 
perceptible  effect,  and  now  the  vine  which  of  yore  produced 
bunches  as  abundant  as  leaves,  has  disappeared  fi*om  the 
hill-sides  and  vales,  and  is  found  only  in  gardens,  cherished 
by  the  sanguine  owner  in  hopes  of  better  days,  or  preserved 
by  that  sentiment  which  says, 

**  Woodniaxi,  spare  that  tree.^ 

The  above  theory  of  the  blight  may  be  correct ;  bat  our 
observation,  in  parts  of  the  island  where  the  vine  is  in  a 
comparatively  new  soil,  suggests  an  objection,  for  here  we 
witnessed  the  same  diseased  condition  of  the  plant,  and  as 
fully  developed,  as  in  those  soils  where,  from  being  too  long 
the  unvaried  crop,  it  is  supposed  to  have  exhausted  certain 
essentia]  elements.    The  wine  now  in  the  island  is  in  the 
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hands  of  a  few  wealthy  merchants,  and  is  held  at  a  price 
which  is  daily  increasing.  Is  it  not  a  little  remarkahle  that 
Hadeira  wine  is  as  ahundant  in  the  American  market  as 
ever,  and  that  it  can  be  bought  at  any  country  store  in  the 
interior  at  a  price  which  is  lower  than  the  present  first  cost 
in  Madeira  I  If  yon  doubt  the  genuineness  of  the  article 
examine  the — ^label ! 

The  varieties  of  the  vine  cultivated  in  Madeira  were  not 
indigenous ;  they  were  imported  from  Cyprus  in  the  early 
settlement  of  the  island,  and  the  £dlure  of  the  present  gene- 
ration contributes,  with  observation  of  kmdred  effects  in 
other  plants,  to  confirm  our  belief  in  an  opinion  which  is  not 
generaDy  entertained  by  naturalists,  but  which  has,  never- 
theless, long  existed,  viz.,  that  exotic  plants  will  eventually 
"  run  out." 

For  three  miles  or  more,  the  country  through  which  we 
passed  is  so  thickly  populated  that  it  forms  a  continuous 
village  of  cots.  The  clatter  of  our  horse's  hoof^  on  the  stone 
pavement  brought  the  women  and  children  to  the  walls  or 
hedges  of  their  little  gardens,  but  we  rode  too  fest  to  afford 
them  much  opportunity  of  begging :  in  two  instances,  how- 
ever, we  slackened  our  pace.  One  was  where  a  pale, 
afflicted  mother  leaned  over  the  low  wall  of  her  garden, 
holding  in  her  arms  a  deformed  and  sickly  in&nt,  silently 
appealing  for  charity  by  pointing,  with  an  expression  of 
heartfelt  distress,  to  her  little  babe.  The  other  was  the 
appeal  of  an  old  blind  man,  who  was  led  to  his  ii^-icket  gate 
by  a  little  girl  on  crutches,  and  almost  helpless.  To  such 
appeals  the  American  ofiicer  is  seldom  deaf.  He  is  a 
stranger  to  the  language  of  the  appellant,  but  true  sorrow 
has  a  universal  language,  and  seldom  fail%.g|iO^  ,n|gke  itself 
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heard  in  unbardened  hearts.    He  gives,  and  prajers  and 
blessings  follow  him  on  his  joamej. 

The  wheat  harvest  is  here  gathering  in,  and  in  a  manner 
new  to  ns,  and  pecnliar  to  the  island.  It  is  not  cnt  hj 
cradle  or  rei^r,  but  pulled  up  by  the  roots,  stalk  after 
stalk,  bound  in  small  bundles,  and  stacked  in  the  fi^d. 
They  make  clean  work  of  their  harvesting.  No  Ruth  may 
glean  handfuls,  or  even  stray  ears,  in  these  fields,  for  stem 
poverty,  and  inexorable  tax-ooUectors,  dfive  the  poor  toh 
ant  to  glean  every  ear  and  gather  every  straw. 

At  a  distance  of  about  four  miles  from  Funchal,  we  passed 
through  a  fine  grove  of  native  woods — the  tU^  which  yields 
a  valuable  timber  resembling  our  blade  wi^ut,  but  more 
compact,  the  cicientifio  name  of  which  is  very  appropriate 
(laurens  fostens)^  for  it  emits  the  meanest  of  odors ;  and 
large  trees  of  the  Madeira  nut,  with  us  called  the  English 
walnut. 

When  five  miles  of  our  journey  were  accomplished — and 
be  it  remembered,  that  five  miles  where  one  is  continnally 
ascending  or  descending  steep  hills,  are  equal  to  twice  the 
number  in  our  country — we  found  ourselves  traversing 
mountains  too  steep  for  cultivation,  but  whose  gorse  and 
heath-covered  surfiu^e  afibrded  fine  pasturage  to  flocks  of 
goats. 

As  we  advanced,  our  road  dwindled  into  a  narrow  path, 
and  in  turning  the  sharp  angles  on  the  diffy  mountain  side, 
we  often  found  ourselves  on  excavated  shelves,  overlooking 
vales  several  hundred  feet  deep.  In  advancing  over  such 
dizzy  passes,  we  followed  the  example  and  advice  of  the 
doctor,  who  suggested  that  in  such  places  it  was  more  easy 
to  keep  necks  whole  thsai  to  mend  them^er  they  were 
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broken,  and  haying,  withal,  more  confidence  in  our  own 
legs  than  in  those  of  our  horses,  we  preferred  to  walk.  At 
midday  the  guides  told  us  that  we  were  at  the  usual  stop- 
ping-place for  the  horses ;  we  proceeded  a  short  distance 
around  the  side  of  the  mountain,  on  foot,  and  there  a  scene 
of  overwhelming  grandeur  burst  into  Tiew« 

The  position  we  occupied  was  an  elevation  of  fouir  thou- 
sand feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  which  now  reflected  the 
rays  of  an  almost  vertical  sun,  and  gUstened  in  the  distance 
like  an  ocean  of  molten  gold. 

Silence  eternal  reigns  amcHig  these  hills ;  stray  goats  are 
the  only  animals  which  pursue  the  scant  herbage  of  these 
heights,  and  the  £dcon  and  hawk  are  the  undisturbed  pos- 
sessors of  the  craggy  summits. 

The  atmosphere  was  light  and  cool,  and  finding  a  pomt 
which  gave  us  full  view  of  the  depths  and  heights  sublime, 
we  sat  down  under  the  shadow  of  a  great  rock  to  wonder 
and  enjoyment.  We  were  three  thousand  feet  above  the 
lowest  depth  of  the  Curral,  and  two  thousand  feet  below 
the  peaks  which  towered  overhead. 

The  Curral,  which  is  called  the  central  crater  of  the 
island,  is  an  irregular  circular  basin,  whose  base  stands  at 
about  a  thousand  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and  whose 
walls  rise  around  it  to  the  height  of  five  thousand  feet. 
These  walls  are  tibe  noblest  mountains  of  the  island — the 
J^ico  Orande^  the  jagged  crested  Torrhinas^  and  Pico 
MuivOy  whose  migestio  head  peers  above  the  clouds. 

When  the  beholder  recovers  his  conscious  individuality 
among  the  vast  proportions  around  him,  and  transports  of 
admiration  give  place  to  thoughtful  inquiry,  the  first  con- 
clusion will  likely  be,  that  he  is  beholding,  in  the  Curral, 
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the  crater  of  an  extinct  volcano ;  then  imagination  takes 
up  the  easy  task  of  filling  the  vast  excavation  with  fire,  and 
the  atmosphere  above  it  with  smoke,  and  lightning,  and 
thunder;  and  he  beholds  the  lava,  in  streams  of  fire,  rolling 
in  resbtless  masses  to  the  vales  below.  A  studj  of  the  in- 
clination and  relative  position  of  the  clearly-defined  strata 
of  its  walls,  together  with  an  analysis  of  their  matter,  which 
is  often  tracfaytio  and  basaltic  conglomerate,  cemented  by 
the  tn&s,  will  dissipate  this  impression,  and  reveal  the  nK>re 
astounding  fitct,  that  the  materials  which  compose  these 
mountains  were  originally  thrown  from  some  volcanic  focus 
now  unknown,  and  deposited  on  the  bed  of  the  ocean ;  that 
subsequentiy  this  matter  was  raised  to  its  present  height  by 
some  mighty  geological  convulsion,  and  riven  into  these 
vast  crevices  and  gorg-es  by  the  expansion  of  confined  steam 
and  gases. 

That  the  Curral  is  a  crater  of  elevation,  is  perhaps  the 
more  plauuUeof  the  two  theories  which  propose  to  account 
for  its  immediate  origin.  The  materials  which  compose  the 
surfiice,  were  certainly  not  deposited  according  to  their  spe- 
cific gravity,  an  effect  which  naturally  follows  when  disse- 
vered matter  fivlls  through  water  of  any  condderable  depth, 
and  this  occurs  as  an  objection  to  its  subaqueous  formation. 
This  order  of  deposition  is  a  general  characteristic  of  craters 
of  elevation,  and  the  only  mark  which  the  Curral  lacks  in 
proof  of  its  elevation.  And  did  not  the  philosophical  hypo- 
thesis of  Mr.  B.  V.  Harcourt  meet  the  objection,  it  would 
still  be  more  easy  to  accept  this  theory  of  its  origin  than  to 
suppose  it  to  be  of  subairial  formation,  when  the  testimony 
of  the  rocks,  which  compose  its  conglomerate  beds,  Ir  to  the 
abundant  presence  of  water  in  their  formation ;  and  espe- 
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cially  when,  from  the  smninit  of  Pico  Boivo  to  the  plane  of 
the  ocean,  there  are  no  evidences  of  volcanic  eruptions  sub- 
sequent to  the  upheaval  of  the  island. 

After  considerable  observation  among  the  volcanic  islands 
of  the  Atlantic,  we  vulture  to  suggest  that  the  irregularly 
deposited  surfsu^e  of  the  Curral,  and  that  too  for  a  consider- 
able depth,  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  mechanical  effects 
of  rains,  torrents,  winds,  and  melting  snows,  in  bringing 
down  matter  from  the  surrounding  walls  to  compose  this 
£-agmentary  stratum ;  and  that  beneath  it  may  be  found 
traces,  at  least,  of  those  beds  of  matter,  deposited  according 
to  its  specific  gravity,  which  characterize  craters  of  eleva- 
tion. Of  the  period  and  locus  of  the  forces,  Mr.  Harcourt 
says  that  ^*  all  the  volcanic  beds  of  which  Madeira  is  com. 
posed,  with  those  in  the  Mediterranean  and  other  parts  of 
the  world,  appear  to  have  been  upheaved  from  the  bed  of 
the  sea,  at  the  miocene  period  of  the  tertiary  epoch,"  by  a 
force  "in  or  below  the  trachytic  formation." 

We  were  indulging  in  speculations  like  these,  when  some 
one  announced  from  the  dinner-basket  that  the  caterer  had 
forgotten  to  provide  bread.  "  What,  no  bread,  after  riding 
half  a  day  on  an  empty  stomach  ?"  "  No  bread,  and  we  at 
an  elevation  of  four  thousand  feet  in  a  hungry  atmosphere !" 
It  sounded  like  the  knell  of  doom ;  dreams  and  philosophizing 
fied  before  it,  for  they  require  good  dinners,  either  in  pos- 
session or  prospect — the  sky  darkened — ^the  Grand  Curral 
became  a  chaos  of  chance-made  chasms,  and  difis  of  unmean- 
ing contour — grandeur,  beauty — ^nonsense !  nothing  is  grand 
or  beautiM  to  a  hungry  man,  who  has  no  dinner  in  prospect. 
The  doctor  offered  us  some  excellent  puns,  but  puns  are 
poor  substitutes  for  buns,  and  our  case  was  becoijning  des- 
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perate,  wh^i  one  of  Bomo  sans  cuiotUs  boys,  who  had  jomed 
our  party  with  the  hope  of  getting  something  to  eat,  sug- 
gested that  bread  could  be  obtained  in  the  village  below. 
Ah,  blest,  unfledged  bumpkin,  I  could  embrace  thee  if  thou 
wert  deaner !  One  of  the  boys  was  dispatched  without 
many  words ;  the  thermometer  rose  in  the  emotional  de- 
partment at  once ;  the  doctor's  jokes,  good  in  themselves, 
borrowed  crispness  from  the  antidpated  pones,  said  we 
talked  the  hour  away  until  the  messenger  returned  with  a 
load  of  bread  in  hb  dirty  shirt,  which  was,  notwithstanding 
the  contact,  fresh  and  sweet,  and  enough  for  all  hands. 

The  village  and  church  of  lAbramenio  stand  on  an  in- 
clined plane  two  thousand  feet  below  us,  and  look  like  a 
child's  toy  village  in  a  mimic  garden,  and  its  banana  and 
sugar-cane  patches  add  variety  and  beauty  to  the  scenery 
of  the  Curral*  We  spent  the  hours- of  the  afternoon  in 
delightful  and  soul-elevating  contemplations,  and  when 
the  shadows  of  the  tall  peaks  began  to  lengthen  across  the 
vales,  turned  our  &ce8  for  Funchal. 

It  was  our  intention  to  return  by  the  JartUniy  the 
country  seat  of  the  late  Consul  Veitoh,  in  whose  well- 
appointed  garden  the  tea-plant  flourishes  in  great  variety, 
but  the  day  was  too  &r  spent. 

I  dropped  behind  the  party  to  take  the  last  lingering 
look,  which  impresses  the  object  of  our  thoughts  more 
deeply  on  the  memory  than  a  thousand  casual  glances,  and 
told  to  the  passing  breeze,  in  feeble  language,  the  emotion 
stirring  within  us.  Farewell,  thou  wondrous  child  of  nature, 
creation  of  omnipotence,  hand-writing  of  the  Infinite  I  I 
have  enjoyed  for  an  hour  the  sOent  worship  of  thine  up- 
lifted hands,  and  the  fragrant  incense  of  thine^tars  ascend- 
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ing  to  the  Eternal  I  I  have  walked  thy  venerable  hills  as 
the  child  of  yesterday,  and  thou  hast  smiled  upon  me ;  my 
voice  rang  in  the  crags,  and  thou  didst  answer  me ;  I  have 
rested  an  hour  by  life's  way-side  and  mused  with  thee ;  I 
have  asked  the  secret  of  thy  birth,  and  the  number  of  thy 
years,  but  thou  wast  silent.  Yet  thou  hast  been  my 
teacher,  and  the  lesson,  which  is  my  frailty,  shall  never  be 
forgotten.  And  when  I  have  slept  the  sleep  of  many  gene- 
rations, and  stranger  feet  from  afar  shall  tread  thy  heath 
and  valleys,  and  wonder  and  worship  as  I  have  done,  thou 
wilt  teach  them  in  thine  own  pure  language  the  lesson  thou 
hast  taught  me — ^may  they  learn  it  well  I  But  still  through 
ages  and  uncounted  cycles  thou  thyself  shalt  stand,  as  thou 
hast  stood,  swept  by  the  winds  and  bathed  in  the  clouds  of 
heaven,  till  He  who  called  thee  from  the  deep  to  praise 
him  shall  despoil  thee  of  thy  beauty,  and  thy  grand  crea- 
tions crumble  into  dust  I 

**  Be  mute  who  will,  who  can, 
Tct  I  will  praise  thee  with  Impassioned  voice  I 
Me  £dst  thou  constitate  a  priest  of  thine 
Id  sndi  a  temple  as  we  now  behold, 
RearM  for  thy  presence ;  tiierefore  I  am  bound 
To  worship,  here  and  everTwhere/' 
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CHAPTER  V. 

UADmRA, — OOKTCBnTXD. 

Climate—Winds  and  Eainfl — A  Resort  for  Consumptive  Invalidf — ^Testi- 
mony of  Eminent  Men — Classes  of  Inralids — Church  and  Schools. 

It  in  due  the  reader  that  we  ahonld  make  some  note  on  a 
climate,  the  &me  of  whose  talnl^j  la  proverbial,  and  to 
which  io  many  tnfferers  have  looked,  and  are  now  looking, 
with  hope,  as  to  a  dernier  resaort,  when  means  nearer  home 
have  been  exhansted  withotct  e&ot« 

Madeira  is  in  full  possession  of  those  natnrd  oaosea  which 
give  insular  climates  the  advantage  ov^  continental  in 
equability  of  temperature;  and,  besides,  in  the  time  of 
year  in  which  the  wet  and  dry  seasons  occur,  in  the  r^o- 
larity  of  its  land  and  sea  breezes,  the  conformation  of  its 
surface,  the  character  of  its  soils,  and  perhaps  in  other 
causes  yet  undefined,  possesses  advantages  peculiarly  its 
own.  The  average  temperatore  of  Funohal  through  the 
year  is  66°  Fahrenheit ;  and  the  average  variaticHi  between 
the  minimum  of  winter  and  the  maximum  of  summer  not 
more  than  12°  Fahr.,  and  in  most  years  not  more  than  11°. 
The  coldest  weather  occurs  in  February,  and  the  warmest, 
between  the  middle  of  August  and  the  middle  of  Septem- 
ber, at  which  season  visitors  and  invalids  go  into  the 
mountains,  where  the  airs  are  balmy  and  invigorating. 
From  observations  made  during  our  several  visits  to  the 
island,  we  noticed  that  the  greatest  daily  variation  was  3° — 
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that)  between  4  A.M.  and  2  p.m.,  and  in  the  roadstead  at 
half  a  mile  from  the  shore.  It  is  shown  also  bj  tables  com- 
posed by  competent  and  reliable  meteorologists,  that  this 
-variation  has  seldom  exceeded  4^,  and  that  seasons  occur  in 
which  the  thermometer  stands  for  days  together  without 
moving  a  degree.  To  us,  poor  children  of  the  Atlantic^ 
States,  with  the  most  variable  climate  in  the  world,  and 
where  this  annual  variation  is  often  seen  in  an  hour,  such 
£icts  as  these  are  almost  incredible,  but  serve  well  in  array- 
ing the  countries  which  possess  them  bejfore  our  minds  in 
eternal  summer  and  beauty.  Yet  the  God  of  nature  has  so 
adapted  man's  nature  to  outward  conditions,  that  we  are 
perhaps  not  more  sensible  to  a  variation  of  twelve  degrees, 
than  is  the  Madeiran  to  a  change  of  four. 

The  rains,  as  stated  in  Chapter  II.,  £ill  in  the  spring  and 
autumn,  and  are  comparatively  light  in  quantity,  averaging 
about  thirty  inches  per  annum,  which  is  but  two-thirds  of 
what  &lls  on  the  greater  pa,]rt  of  England,  and  scarcely  half 
of  what  sometimes  £sills  in  many  of  the  southern  States. 

Madeira  is  situated  on  the  outer  edge  of  that  zone  of  the 
Atlantic  ocean  which  is  swept  by  the  northeast  trades,  and 
the  prevailing  winds  on  the  sea,  in  its  vicinity,  are  from 
that  quarter:  but  immediately  on  its  shores  local  causes 
operate  to  produce  various  currents,  and  on  the  island 
itself^  the  breezes  are  so  broken  by  peaks  and  ravines,  that 
the  true  course  of  the  wind  is  unascertainable. 

On  the  south  side,  however,  and  especially  in  the  vicinity 
of  Funchal,  the  land-breeze  by  night  and  the  sea-breeze  by 
day,  follow  each  other  with  remarkable  regularity.  The 
Larmattan  winds,  which  are  so  un&vorably  known  on  the 
African  coast,  by  the  white  man  and  the  emigrant,  are 
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Offten  felt  here — called  I?E$Uy  from  the  course  in  which 
thej  o(Hne — aad  strange  to  say,  are  considered  salabrioos. 
The  ooQsamptiTe  breathes  freer,  and  the  ?raa  are  revived 
by  them.  Tliey  are  characterized  by  the  same  base,  and 
oontain  the  same  impalpable  powder  whidi  we  observe  in 
|h^a  further  south.  Their  continuance  here  is  fi^m  four 
to  eight  days,  occurring  at  irregular  intervals,  and  followed 
by  rain. 

For  more  than  a  century,  this  island  has  been  the  retreat 
of  consumptive  invalids  from  the  norUi  of  Europe,  and 
America,  but  especi^y  from  England.  The  salubrity  of 
the  climate,  attributed  to  the  uniformity  of  its  temperature, 
and  the  softness  of  its  transitions,  have  been  the  great 
attractions ;  yet  many  have  gone  there  but  to  find  a  grave 
among  strangers,  and  others  to  return  to  th^  native  skies 
unimproved,  weary  of  life,  and  hopeless  of  relie£ 

To  the  questicm  which  has  been  asked  so  oft^i  ynSi 
hollow  voice,  accompanied  by  tiiat  sanguine  look  and 
spiriUtd  expression  ^diich  beam  frcnn  the  consumptive  eye, 
^^  would  you  advise  me  to  go  there  ?''  we  can  answer  but  in 
general  terms,  and  that  in  the  language  of  others ;  for  we 
possess  but  little  knowledge  of  the  physiological  effects  of 
climate. 

The  following  opini^as  of  the  climate  of  Madeira,  in  this 
aspect,  are  from  men  of  science  and  experience  extensive  on 
this  subject. 

Wm.  Gourlcy,  M.  D.  P.  R.  C,  P.,  etc.,  who,  during  a 
residence  of  eighteen  years  in  the  island,  seems  to  have 
made  the  effects  of  its  climate  on  phthisical  patients  a 
special  object  of  study,  says :  "  Madeira,  from  its  uniformity 
of  temperature  and  purity  of  atmosphere,  is  the  favorite 
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retreat  of  consumptive  patients.  Here  th^  unhappy  suf- 
ferers cheat  the  winter  of  thw  own  dimate,  and  gain  that 
cessation  of  snffering  which  snch  a  situation  is  fitted  to 
prodnce. 

"It  would  be  well  if  the  physicians  of  such  patients  were 
to  recommend  a  change  of  temperature  in  the  first  stages 
of  the  malady,''  etc. 

Dr.  Helneken,  an  English  physician  and  surgeon  of  repu- 
tation, who  also  resided  in  the  island,  says :  **  I  shall  take 
for  granted  that  my  medical  brethren  will  only  advise  those 
who  are  likely  to  benefit  by  climate,  to  quit  their  native 
shores ;  and  with  this  proviso,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that 
Madeira  holds  out  advantages  that  are  not  to  be  met  with 
combined  in  any  other  quarter  of  the  globe."  Robert 
White,  Esq.,  London,  says :  "  A  lengthened  sojourn  in  pur- 
suit of  health  among  the  most  favored  localities  of  the  south 
of  Europe,  enables  the  writer  to  add  his  testimony  to  the 
decided  superiority  of  the  climate  of  Madeira  over  all  those 
he  has  visited." 

We  have  personal  friends  now  living  in  snug  quintas  in 
the  vicinity  of  Punchal,  and,  in  a  good  degree,  enjoying 
life,  who  left  their  homes  after  having  been  given  up  by  the 
fiiculty.  With  them  the  disease  is  not  removed,  but 
arrested ;  and  they  are  purchasing  life  at  the  price  of  con- 
tinuous exile ;  for  they  dare  not  return  to  the  loved,  but 
unkind  airs  of  their  native  hills.  We  would  not,  however, 
unduly  excite  the  hopes  of  the  too  sanguine  sufierers,  for 
many  have  visited  these  shores  in  a  condition  more  hopeful 
than  that  of  those  referred  to  above,  but  without  finding 
any  arrest  of  development,  or  relief  from  pain. 

Climate,  we  are  inclined  to  think,  should  not  be^egarded 

Digitized  by  V^i 


460  FEB60KAL  ADYENTDBIS  AKD  0BBEBTATI0N8. 

as  remedial  ii^  its  effects,  even  under  the  greatest  advan- 
tages, but  rather  as  paUiative.  A  too  dry,  or  a  damp,  or  a 
variable  atmosphere,  a^ravates  consumption;  a  ea&lj 
dry,  equable  climate  will  be  a  favorable  circumstance  in  its 
treatment. 

In  the  Madeiras  and  Floridas,  the  popular  resorts  for  the 
consumptives  of  both  hemispheres,  and  also  in  ^e  Canaries 
and  Havana,  we  have  been  conversant  with  three  classes  of 
patients,  of  whom  we  may  speak,  as  classes,  without  com- 
mitting ourselves  to  adoict. 

First:  Those  upon  whom  the  waster  was  taking  hold, 
but  who,  by  a  timely  departure  from  an  irritating  climate,  a 
strict  regimen^  and  moderate  but  skill&l  medieal  attenUon, 
have  eluded  the  firmer  grasp,  and  are  now  in  full  prospect 
of  perfect  restoration.  The  second  class  includes  those 
who,  like  our  Maddra  fn^ids,  waited  until  the  disease 
became  deeply  seated  in  the  system  before  seeking  the 
effects  of  southern  gales,  to  whom  recovery  is  impossible, 
but  who,  by  strict  attention  to  diet,  dress,  and  exercise, 
and  perhi^  the  use  of  palliative  agents,  are  keeping  tiie 
destroyer  in  a  quiescent  state,  and  may  prolong  life  to  a 
good  old  age. 

The  third  dass  are  those  who  left  their  homes  in  a  state 
at  once  helpless  and  hopeless;  for  whom  nothing  oould  be 
hoped  but  that  in  a  more  sunny  land  they  might  find  a  pas- 
sage to  the  grave,  softened  to  the  noiseless  tread ;  that  the 
remaining  days  might  be  freer  from  piun,  and  the  expiring 
breath  come  softer  and  lighter.  To  say  nothing  of  the 
folly  and  wickedness  of  deceiving  the  poor  sufferers  by 
offering  a  new  ground  of  hope,  when  friend  and  physician 
see  that  the  most  serious  consequences  are  inevitable,  we 
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mnch  quefitioQ  the  propriety  of  removal  as  a  means  of  com- 
fort to  the  fflck  one.  Gould  one  of  this  class  be  transferred 
to  a  more  balmy  clime  without  the  fatigue  of  travel,  and 
snrrounded  by  all  the  comforts  of  home,  life  might  be  pro- 
longed a  few  hours,  and  the  last  breathings  might  be  softer ; 
but  when  we  consider  the  effects  of  travelling,  the  pain  of 
parting  with  friends,  and  the  diseomforts  of  a  new  home,  on 
nerves  and  feelings,  alas!  too  sensitive,  we  are  led  to 
question  if  the  final  hour  has  not  been  hastened,  and  the 
troubled  spirit  burdened  with  an  additional  sorrow.  To 
such,  offer  the  hopes  of  religion,  rather  than  those  of 
heahh.  Talk  to  them  of  the  green  fields  beyond  the  flood, 
of  the  sunlight  and  deathless  bloom  that  reign  forever  over 
the  plains  of  blisi ;  of  the  beauty  of  the  dty  of  God,  and  the 
hale  breezes  which  bathe  the  eternal  hills ;  and  teach  them 
to  hope  for  the  life  which  shall  not  die,  through  the  merits 
<^a  Saviour's  passion.  Let  them  die  at  home,  where  the 
prayers  of  firiends  shall  contribute  to  sustain  them  in  the 
trying  hour,  and  tears  of  affection  consecrate  the  final 
restbg-place  of  the  beloved.  But,  as  "Hope  springs 
etei*nal  in  the  hectic  breast,"  the  sufferer  in  the  last  stages 
of  consumption  who  may  read  these  pages^  will  dwell  with 
fond  desire  on  the  general  climate  of  Madeira,  and  imagine, 
that  for  him  to  breathe  its  soft  airs,  would  be  life  and 
health. 

In  passing  through  the  streets  of  Funchal,  in  the  evening, 
one  may  occasionally  meet  a  stout,  good-matured  looking 
old  gentleman,  sheltered  under  a  large  three-cornered 
cocked  hat,  dressed  in  a  long  black  gown,  and  generally 
supported  by  three  or  four  closely  shaven  gentlemen,  dressed 
in  black  gowns  like  himself  but  wearing  on  th^ir  heads 
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fiinall  sqnare  osqw.  Ab  he  morae  qoiellj  aloog  he  receiTes 
the  aahitatioDs  of  the  passer,  and  oocasioDally  a  peaaaat 
crosses  the  street  to  kiss  the  ring  on  the  little  finger  of  his 
left  hand. 

This,  reader,  is  the  Tenerable  bi^K^  of  the  diocese  of 
Fimchal— the  spiritual  head  of  the  OhzisUan  Church  in  these 
islands ;  and  these  g^itlemai,  though  nngracefiil  in  appeal^ 
ance,  and  neither  intellectual  nor  spiritual  in  physiognomj, 
are  his  worthy  staff  and  ^ostl  j  adyiaera.  The  devotees 
fiilling  on  their  knees,  and  lifting  their  cspB  while  they  kiss 
the  sacred  seal  of  his  ring,  are  some  of  tiie  more  xealous  of 
his  flock,  seeking  the  good  man's  blessing.  The  bishop>  as 
represented  to  us  by  his  fr^ds,  is  ^  a  most  worthy  man,  a 
good  judge  of  wine,  an  excellest  hand  at  cards,  a  joUy  com- 
panion, and  ffety  benevoient  /*'  As  he  preaches  bat  seldom 
— Cleaving  that  to  the  lower  clergy— we  could  learn  but 
little  of  his  character  in  this  respect ;  indeed,  it  is  hardly  to 
be  expected  that  a  bishop  should  condescoid  to  the  eom- 
mon  place  of  prea^ng,  and  when  it  is  dooe  it  is  reodved 
as  a  gracious  condesceufflon. 

The  church  in  Madeira  has  not  kept  pace  in  exterail  rank 
and  importance  with  the  political  adyanoement  of  the 
island,  but  has  rather  taken  a  step  backward.  Fonnerly, 
this  group  constituted  an  areh-episoopal  see;  now  it  is  but  a 
bishopric,  under  one  bishop.  It  numbers  one  hundred 
presbyter  priests,  one  d«UM>n,  and  a  immber  of  dericos  in 
minoribu8y  or  students  who  have  received  orders,  and  has, 
in  connection  with  the  cathedral  at  Funehal,  a  dean,  an 
arch-deacon,  three  canonical  dignitaries,  and  twelve  canons. 

Madeira  and  Porto  Santo  constitute  fifty  panahes,  which 
are  divided  into  circuhSy  according  to  the  number  of  fiuoii* 
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lies,  and  in  eadi  circulo  there  is  a  priest,  and  a  vestry  com- 
posed of  two  or  four  laymen,  according  to  the  population. 
The  ve(^ry,  with  the  priest  as  chairman,  has  command  of 
the  charities  contributed,  the  care  of  the  church  property, 
etc.  That  smacks  of  ^'  lay  representation,"  aztd  sounds  a 
Uttie  republican  t  All  the  ecclesiastical  preferments  of  im- 
portance are  made  by  the  crown,  and  from  it  the  clergy 
receive  their  support. 

The  standard  of  literary  attainment  among  the  priests  of 
Portugal,  and  its  dependencies,  is  quite  low ;  the  require- 
ments for  the  priesthood  being  Latin,  dogmatic  theology, 
morals,  and  vocal  music. 

There  is,  perhape,  no  sect  in  America  whose  clergy  are 
not  superior  to  them  in  general  and  scriptural  intelligence ; 
and,  so  fiur  as  we  have  seen,  and  we  have  seen  closely,  the 
same  comparison  holds  good  when  extended  over  Europe. 
Whene  can  we  £nd  anything  to  justify  the  popular  belief 
ihat^  as  a  body,  the  cLergj  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
are  more  learned  than  the  clergy  of  the  Protestant  (catho- 
lic) Church?  Perhaps  it  may  be  found  in  the  superstitious 
venen^on  of  the  masses  for  a  dead  language.  There  is  a 
the<^ogical  school  in  Funchal,  supported  by  its  endowment 
and  on  annual  coniribntion  from  the  crown*  It  averages 
about  twelve  scholars — ^these  mostly  from  the  lower  classes; 
but  in  common  with  ^e  priests  of  Madeira  generally,  they 
are  quite  moraL  Hie  morals  of  the  people  also  reflects 
some  credit  on  the  church.  The  highest  number  of  serious 
offences  known  to  occur  in  one  year  was  153,  three  of  which 
were  murders. 

TBie  Protestant  Church  is  represented  here  by  the  Eng- 
lish chaplaincy,  to  which  we  have  before  referred,  and  a 
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society  of  PresbTterians,  whose  house  of  worship  is  open  in 
the  winter  months  only.  There  is  also  a  high  ohardi 
chapel,  which  departed  from  the  chaplaincy  on  jBome  trifling 
pretext,  and  is  now  giving  to  its  enemies  an  example  of 
that  spirit  of  division  which  is  the  corse  of  Protestantism. 

There  are  in  Madeira  twenty  public  schools  in  which  the 
rudiments  are  taught ;  and  one,  supported  by  the  mother 
country,  which  has  a  professorship  of  Latin,  logic,  and  the 
higher  mathematics ;  also  one  of  ncUurcU  rigkt  (?)  and 
poetry,  and  one  of  commerce  and  history.  The  grammar 
department  of  this  school  is  well  attended ;  most  of  the 
other  rooms  are  scholarless. 

There  is  a  medical  school  in  Funchal,  which  supports  two 
professors,  and  is  patronized  by  females,  who  are  allowed 
to  graduate,  and  aflerward  to  practise  in  obstetrica.  Bat 
the  crowning  institution  of  learning  is  the  English  Collegi- 
ate Seminary,  under  the  direction  of  Rev.  A,  J.  D.  D*Orsey, 
formerly  of  the  Edinburgh  University,  a  finished  gentleman 
and  scholar.  The  American  officers  in  port  attended  his 
examination  two  summers  ago,  and  professed  themselves 
highly  pleased  with  the  thorough  and  varied  scholarship  of 
the  pupils.  There  is  also  a  good  grammar  sdiool,  under  the 
direction  of  a  Mr.  Williams,  a  naturalized  American,  which 
is  extensively  patronized  by  the  citizens  of  Funchal.  Not- 
withstanding the  seeming  abundance  of  schools,  the  natives 
are  shockingly  ignorant ;  and  the  masses  must  continue  to 
be  so,  for  the  spirit  and  practice  of  the  church,  which  here 
*'  rules  over  all,"  is  opposed  to  the  general  dissemination 
of  learning.  Here,  as  elsewhere,  light  for  the  select  few, 
and  darkness  for  the  vuigua  profanum^  is  the  questionable 
policy  of  the  Church  of  Rome. 
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MADEIRA  —  CONCLUDED. 

A  Pedestrian  Tour— Sancta  Cruz—Macbico-— The  Romantic  Discoverers 
—Toiling  Upward^Remembrances  of  Childhood — A  Country  Dance — 
Story  of  oar  Host— Start  for  San  Antonio  de  Sierra— Baron  San  Pedro 
—A  Morning  Walk— Prince  Adalbert  of  Prussia— Adieu  to  Madeira. 

Having  obtained  a  three  days'  leave  of  absence  from  our 
worthy  commodore,  and  completed  our  viaticum^  Dr.  S. 
R.  S.  and  myself  engaged  two  stout  oarsmen  and  a  boat,  to 
take  us  from  Funchtd  to  the  town  of  Sancta  Cruz,  fourteen 
miles  to  the  eastward.  Our  little  boat  passed  through  the 
heavy  surf  breaking  on  the  beach,  without  giving  us  even  a 
sprinkle,  and  then  tossing  our  oars,  and  spreading  our  tiny 
sail  to  the  strong  breeze,  our  little  ten  feet  by  four,  with  its 
freight  of  life,  fled  over  the  waves  like  a  sportive  searbird. 

In  an  hour  we  were  off  Brazen  Head,  in  whose  deep  and 
dark  waters  many  a  fiiithfnl  Protestant,  "  of  whom  the 
worid  was  not  worthy,"  sleeps,  entombed  among  weeds 
and  coral,  awaiting  the  "  resurrection  of  the  just."  What 
can  the  world  think,  in  these  and  after  times,  of  the 
Christianity  of  those  who,  while  professing  to  be  the  true 
church  of  Christ,  denied  a  burial-place,  and  the  rites  of 
sepulture,  to  the  humble  and  unoffending  child  of  another 
&ith  ?  These  are  insults  to  our  common  humanity,  such  as 
men  may  not  forget,  but  in  the  forgiveness  of  which.  Pro- 
testantism will  present  superlative  claims  to  the  possession 
of  that  religion  whose  chief  characteristic  ^iJlgX^-GooQle 
20*  '  '   '  ^ 


466  PERSONAL  ADYENTUBES  AND  OBSERVATIONS. 

Half  an  hoar  more,  and  we  were  under  the  lee  of  the  sari' 
resounding  clifis,  receiving  the  shrill  welcome  of  sea-galls 
and  boatswain  birds;  and  by  noon  were  landed  on  the 
pebble-covered  beach. 

We  dismissed  oar  pilots  with  a  dollar  each,  and  an  extra 
pistareen  for  wine,  which  usage  makes  a  part  of  the 
bargain;  and  proceeding  leisurely  through  the  deserted 
streets,  found  our  way  to  the  snug  little  hotel  which  over- 
looks the  town.  After  partakmg  of  a  luncheon,  d  la  mode 
Anglaise — ^bread  and  cheese  and  beer,  to  which,  by  way  of 
celebrating  the  great  alliance,  my  oompanicm  added  a  little 
French  brandy,  and  ordering  dinner  to  be  ready  by  dittk, 
we  started  for  ^e  hills  which  overiook  Madiioo,  and  the 
eastern  extremity  of  the  island. 

At  a  short  distance  from  the  town  we  passed  a  pictu- 
resque piece  of  ruins,  the  remains  of  a  cmivent  whose  front 
wall,  standing  almost  entire,  gives  evidence  of  the  strength 
and  beauty  of  the  former  edifice.  For  an  hoar  or  more  we 
toiled  up  the  serpentine  read,  among  fields  and  gardens, 
where  the  peasantry  were  gathering  in  the  last  <^the  wheat 
harvest,  and  gaining  an  eminence  overiookiHg  the  vdley  of 
Machico,  sat  down,  amid  heath  and  bramble  boshes,  to 
admire  the  scattered  village  SEnd  its  sentinel  <diiirch,  and  to 
talk  over  the  romantic  story  connected  with  the  diseovary 
of  the  island  and  the  settlement  here. 

Supposing  that  our  readers  have  some  of  the  genius  of 
romance,  we  will  give  them  but  the  outlines  of  this  pretty 
tale,  leaving  it  to  themselves  to  fill  up  the  ioterstiees  of  the 
plot  and  to  furnish  the  embelUshments. 

In  a  work  entitled  "  Relation  Historique  dd  la  Dfooa- 
▼erte  de  I'Isle  de  Madura,**  Paris,  1671,  the-anthor,  Alca- 
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£»-ada,  claims,  that  the  island  was  first  disooyered  by  a  pair 
of  nmawaj  Iot^ib  in  the  yeax  1346. 

Robert  Mac^im,  an  Englishman  of  plebeian  origin,  fell  in 
love  with  one  Anne  D'Arfet,  a  lady  of  rank,  was  imprisoned 
by  her  £M;her  for  his  presumption,  escaped  after  long  con- 
finement, found  his  Anne  married  to  a  grand  knight,  and 
living  in  a  castle  near  Bristol.  While  the  gallant  husband 
was  absent  in  the  wars  of  his  comitry,  Robert  found  access 
to  his  ladylove,  and  persuaded  her  to  elope  with  him  to 
France;  they  attempted  to  cross  the  channel  in  a  small 
boat — ^were  driven  out  to  sea  by  a  violoit  gale — ^were 
carried  before  it  for  ten  or  twelve  days— found  themselves 
on  the  shores  of  an  unknown  idland — pot  into  the  litUe  bay 
before  us — ^lived  and  loved  a  few  days  in  this  sentiment- 
inspiring  valley,  and  died*  It  is  said  of  Anne,  that,  woman- 
Uke,  she  repented  of  her  choice,  and  died  of  a  broken 
heart ;  and  of  Robert,  that  he  died  shortly  after,  eiUier 
through  grief  for  his  Anne,  or  for  the  want  of  something  to 
eat.  Both  evils  were  pressmg  upon  him;  but  here  the 
history  is  rather  obscure. 

The  boatmen,  after  erecting  a  eross  over  the  graves  of 
Anne  and  Robert,  were  earned  out  to  sea  by  a  strong  wind, 
and  driv«&  to  the  ooast  of  Morocco,  where  they  were  taken 
and  sold  as  slaves.  When  the  Portuguese  settled  this 
island,  tiie  grave  of  Maohim  was  discovered,  and  the  cross 
over  it  contained  the  request,  that,  if  ever  the  place  should 
be  discovered  by  Christians,  they  would  build  a  churdb  on 
the  site  of  the  graves.  Hie  little  church  before  us  stands 
on  that  identical  spot  (?),  and  the  r^nains  of  the  cross  are 
preserved  in  the  altar  as  sacred  relics. 

With  a  good  deal  of  incredulity,  we  amdgned  the  his- 
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torian  and  the  dramcUia  peraontB  before  ns,  and  aatiflfied 
oorselves  that  if  the  authentioations  <^  the  ttorj  were  not 
enough  to  build  history  on,  they  had  at  least  proyed  themr 
Belves  a  good  foundation  for  a  church.  With  this  con- 
clusion, we  picked  up  our  walkingHSticks,  and  started  afresh 
for  the  summit  of  the  mountain  before  ns.  Machioo — 
called  after  Machim — ^is  a  Tillage  of  some  five  hgndred  in 
population,  for  the  greater  part  fishermea* 

How  like  the  journey  of  life  was  our  ascent  to  that 
distant  summit.  As  we  advanced  in  the  tortuous  pathway, 
new  hiUs  were  continually  looming  into  view,  often  ste^ 
and  rugged,  and  each  suoceedkig  one  more  trying  than  the 
former  to  the  strength  of  our  steps  and  the  courage  of  our 
hearts.  But  victory  over  one  opposition  stimulates  Uie 
flagging  energies  in  conflict  with  the  next;  and  thus  we 
toiled  on,  surmounting  xidge  after  ridge,  until  the  highest 
was  gained.  Then  looking  back  on  our  journey,  the 
steepest  and  highest  hills  that  we  had  scaled  looked  small, 
and  lesser  ones,  that  had  severely  tried  knee  and  lung,  had 
disappeared  in  the  vales  below. 

Shall  it  not  be  thus  in  life's  rugged  journey  ?  And  when 
from  a  higher,  purer,  serener  atmosphere,  we  look  down 
upon  a  world  that  we  have  overcome,  will  not  the  moun- 
tains that  once  appeared  impassable  seem  small^  and  othen 
which  sorely  tried  the  strength  of  our  infimt  steps,  sink  into 
the  level  of  the  plain,  &r  off  in  the  vale  of  life  ? 

Before  we  reached  the  height  from  which  the  ocean  ean 
be  seen  on  both  sides  of  the  island,  the  doctor's  stireagth 
failed  him ;  so  I  pressed  on  alone  for  half  a  mile  further, 
and  ascending  a  knoll  on  the  roadside,  found  myself  in 
command  of  a  landscape  of  inexpressive  grandeur.    1  was 
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on  the  edge  of  an  eztensiye  platean,  and  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  fields  and  hedge-rows ;  the  plain  sloping  away  to 
the  north  was  marked  hj  the  church  of  San  Antonio,  and  a 
few  white  cottages  in  the  distance ;  while  beyond,  Pico  da 
Noia  reared  its  head,  and  farther  still,  the  broken  outline 
of  coast  and  the  slumbering  Atlantic.  To  the  northeast 
the  peaks  of  Clerigo  and  Caatanho  showed  the  jagged  out- 
lines of  their  summits  against  the  sky ;  to  the  north  of  east, 
the  island  of  Porto  Santo  lay  like  a  cloud  on  the  horizon, 
and  on  the  southeast,  the  barren  Desertas  stood,  like  giant- 
guardians  of  the  coast.  At  this  moment,  the  sun,  which 
was  fast  desc^iding,  shone  through  an  opening  in  the  fleecy 
clouds  which  rested  on  the  western  sky,  and  spread  a  halo 
of  light  and  beauty  over  island  and  ocean.  The  scene  was 
overwhelming  in  loveliness ;  the  varied  beauty  of  fields  and 
downs,  the  silent  grandeur  of  the  distant  ocean,  the  majestic 
mountains  towering  above  the  clouds,  all  blending  in  har- 
monious oneness,  conspired  to  bewilder  the  soul  in  blissful, 
inexpressible  emotions. 

"  I  think,  therefore  I  am,"  is  the  evidence  of  individual 
existence,  as  given  by  one  of  the  fathers  of  modem  philo- 
sophy: I  fed^  therefore  I  am^wss  the  sentiment  of  this 
hour.    The  feeling  was  conscious  existence. 

From  the  distant  and  grand,  I  turned  to  the  beautiful 
and  near.  The  modest  heath-blossom,  the  wild  fuschia 
and  the  fox-glove  bloomed  around  my  grassy  seat ;  and  the 
golden  furze  blossom,  the  hare-bell,  and  the  fern,  com- 
panions of  my  infancy,  reminded  me  of  those  days  of  inno- 
cence when  I  was  a  stranger  to  the  world,  and  the  sorrows 
of  riper  childhood.  Long  years  of  varied  life  have  passed 
over  me,  and  in  many  climes  I  have  been  a  stranger  and  a 
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wanderer,  since  I  U&iu  redined  amid  these  flowera,  and 
made  them  the  hearers  <^  mj  grieis  and  hopes ;  biit  they 
apoke  to  me  now  in  the  same  pure  language,  and  memory 
recognized  their  voices,  as  the  ear  awakens  to  long-forgotten 
strains;  my  heart  went  bade  into  the  oonseioasnesa  of 
childhood,  and  I  was  a  mother4oving  boy  again.  I  kissed 
them,  and  they  answered  me  with  pnrer,  sweeter  lip ;  and  I 
blessed  them  as  the  playmates  of  those  life-morning  hours 
which  can  never  return.  Tlien  in  the  enjoyment  which 
these  remembrances  had  softened,  as  the  danting  rays  of 
the-san  mellowed  the  beauty  of  the  landscape  aroimd  sm,  I 
knelt  on  the  green  tor^  and  thanked  GU>d  for  the  beautiful 
creations  with  which  he  has  blessed  the  ruins  of  our  fiJlen 
world,  and  for  the  appredation  of  that  bean^  whioh  he 
has  planted  in  my  own  hnmUe  bosom.  It  was  an  hour  of 
spiritual  and  emotional  enjoyment,  that  will  live  ia  m^ociory 
forever. 

I  found  my  companion  seated  on  the  bank  of  a  mountain- 
stream^  enthusiastic  in  his  admiration  of  the  landscape, 
and  surrounded  by  a  flock  of  timid  goats,  who  had 
approadied,  seemingly  to  question  our  intrusi<m  on  their 
high  domain. 

Our  descent  was  rajnd,  but  more  tiresome  tiian  the 
climbing;  night  overtook  us  just  as  we  entered  the  town, 
and  the  bright  light  and  comf<N*table  dinner  awaiting  ua  in 
the  little  parlor  of  iho  hotel,  seemed  to  bid  ua  welcome. 

While  sitting  in  the  portico  enjoying  our  a^aia  after 
dinner,  and  in  converse  with  our  host  and  lady,  our  party 
was  increased  by  the  village  schoolmaster,  and  a  young 
lady  who  spoke  very  pretty  broken  Englid). 

They  treated  us  to  sweet  music  fiom  the  modUte,  and 
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a  few  pretty,  though  to  us  unmtelligible,  songs;  after 
which  we  were  invited  to  a  long  room  containing  a  piano- 
forte of  very  unpiano  sound,  but  from  which  our  hostess, 
proving  herself  quite  an  artiste^  drew  forth  some  lively 
music.  Our  visitors  proposed  a  dance,  and  jumping  into 
each  other's  arms,  whirled  around  the  room,  d  la  June- 
bug,  peg-top,  or  anything  else  that  spins  at  a  rate  fearful 
to  giddy  heads.  After  a  round  or  two,  the  young  lady 
intimated  her  willingness  to  dance  with  the  doctor,  but, 
having  no  acquaintance  with  the  Terpsichore  of  Madeira, 
my  friend  declined,  pleading  weariness.  Two  English 
songs  Were  then  sung,  '*  Long  Ago  "  and  "  Old  Virginny," 
in  the  latter  of  which  my  fHend  joined,  in  a  fine  aUo 
voice,  and  being  himself  a  Virginian,  with  a  gusto  that 
did  credit  to  his  patriotism,  and  won  the  applause  of  the 
assembly. 

Finding  that  their  guests  did  not  enjoy  the  ball-room, 
our  hosts  conducted  us  to  the  parlor,  where,  among  a 
few  English  books,  we  discovered  a  Bible  of  the  Ameri- 
can Bible  Society.  This  led  to  some  questions  as  to  the 
feith  of  our  entertainers,  and,  to  our  pleasure  and  surprise, 
we  found  them  Protestants  and  Methodists. 

Mr.  Gonsalves  then  entertained  us  with  the  story  of  his 
Protestant  life,  which  was  in  substance  as  follows.  Twenty- 
five  years  ago,  the  hostility  to  Protestantism  in  Madeira 
was  very  violent,  so  much  so,  that  it  was  not  safe  for  a  na- 
tive to  profess  any  inclination  or  favor  toward  it.  Many  of 
the  inhabitants,  who  in  contact  with  Proiestantft  conceived 
a  liking  for  their  faith,  emigrated  to  the  West  Indies  and 
the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  seeking  a  wider  range 
of  freedom  in  things  spiritual  and  temporal.    Mr.  G.  was 
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among  those  who  emigrated  to  the  States.  In  Penn- 
sjlvania  he  fell  in  with  a  company  of  Methodists,  who  gave 
him  temporal  and  spiritual  assistance,  and  among  whom  he 
became  a  freeman  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  a  citizen  of  the  re- 
public. Failing  in  business,  and  disappointed  in  his  expec- 
tations of  selling  his  estate  in  Madeira,  whidi  included  this 
hotel  and  surroundings,  he  was  compelled  to  return  to  the 
island ;  but  he  and  his  excellent  lady  brought  with  them  all 
the  ardor  of  their  first  love  for  Methodism  and  the  govern- 
ment of  their  adopted  country.  It  has  astoni^bed  me  often, 
on  meeting  with  returned  emigrants,  and  other  adopted 
citizens  of  America  living  abroad,  that  they  remain  enthu- 
siastically devoted  to  their  adopted  institutions.  We  can 
meet  any  day  with  native  Americans  living  abroad,  who 
admire  the  social  and  civil  customs  of  the  countries  in  whidi 
they  live,  and,  so  &r  as  they  can,  adopt  them,  expr^dng  a 
preference  for  them  over  those  of  their  own  country ;  but 
with  the  foreigner  who  has  once  imbibed  the  spirit  of  oar 
social  and  political  system,  America  remains  ^ishrined  in 
his  heart  forever,  the  ideal  of  perfection. 

We  enjoyed  a  delightful  dast-meeting  that  evening,  and 
when  we  parted  on  the  morrow,  kinder  and  warmer  wisdies 
were  expressed  than  those  which  generally  pass  betwe^i 
travellers  and  hosts.  Great  Shepherd  protect  these  scat- 
tered ones  1 

The  morning  of  our  second  day's  journey  was  fine,  and 
pleasantly  overcast  with  light  douds.  Befireshed  with 
sound  sleep  in  good  beds,  and  reinforced  by  an  excellent 
breakfast,  we  engaged  a  boy-guide,  and  set  our  fiices  for 
San  Antonio  da  Serra  and  the  town  of  St.  Ann's,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  island,  and  twenty-five  mUes  distant. 
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We  goon  reached  a  height  commanding  a  fine  view  of  the 
town,  and  turned  to  take  a  farewell  look.  Santa  Cruz — 
often  called  Sancta  Cruz — ^is  one  of  the  oldest  towns  of  the 
island,  containing  a  population  of  fishermen,  small  farmers, . 
and  a  few  of  the  middle  class  citizens,  numbering  in  all 
some  fifteen  hundred.  There  are  but  few  objects  of  interest 
in  its  vicinity,  if  we  except  the  fossil  beds  of  Gani9al,  which 
we  did  not  visit,  to  our  great  disappointment,  owing  to  the 
report  of  cholera  in  that  part  of  the  island.  We  saw  here,  for 
the  first  time,  a  fine  and  venerable  specimen  of  the  date-bear- 
ing palm,'enoQgh  in  itself  to  repaj  the  visit  of  the  naturalist. 

Our  route  now  lay  through  a  broken,  mountainous,  and 
thickly  populated  country,  of  small  fields,  and  small  cots 
embowered  in  fruit-trees.  Never  before  was  such  striking 
evidence  of  the  generosity  of  soil  and  climate.  Here  the 
pear,  which  in  the  low  lands  of  the  thirty-second  degree  of 
latitude  in  our  country  is  an  insipid  and  undeveloped  fruit, 
attdned  the  highest  perfection,  growing  among  plantains 
and  pine-apples.  The  fruits  of  the  temperate  and  tropical 
zones  were  vying  with  each  other  in  the  abundance  of 
frnitfulness  and  beauty,  children  of  the  same  soil  and  sun. 

Here  our  guide,  supposing  us  to  be  bewildered  as  to 
location,  and  entirely  at  his  mercy,  came  to  a  strike  fi>r 
higher  wages.  He  demanded  twice  the  amount  for  which 
he  first  engaged,  besides  sundry  glasses  of  wine.  Finding 
that  expostulation  was  vain,  we  made  an  application  of 
walking-stick  to  that  region  of  the  cranium  where  justice 
and  veneration  are  supposed  to  dwell,  which  had  a  wonder- 
ful and  instantaneous  efiect  on  the  gentleman's  ideas.  In  a 
moment  he  became  reconciled  to  his  bargain,  and  took  up 
his  line  of  march  in  dogged  rilence.  r^r^r^r.!.^ 

^  Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


474         PERSONAL  ADyS29TUBB8  AND  OBSESYATIOlirfl. 

The  term  Serra  is  applied  by  Portuguese  and  Spaniards 
to  ridges  and  table  lands.  The  plain  or  flattened  ridge  of 
San  AfUonio  da  Serra  we  reached  about  noon,  and  pro- 
ceeded across  it  in  the  direction  of  the  church  of  San  Anto- 
nio, and  the  country  seat  of  our  ocmsuL  This  church  was 
built  by  the  liberality  of  Mr«  March,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
poor  of  this  parish,  actuated  by  the  worthy  motive  of  trying 
to  make  g^ood  Catholics  of  those  who  cannot  be  nmde  Pro- 
testants. This  is  an  agricultural  Strict,  and  one  of  the 
few  spots  (m  the  island  where  the  plough  ean  be  used ;  but 
even  here  the  spade  and  mattock  are  the  &vorite  instru- 
ments. The  Hadeirans  till  their  ground  thoroughly,  dig- 
ging to  a  depth  of  eighteen  inches,  and  pulverising  wdl. 
This  will,  in  part,  account  for  their  abunduit  harveats. 

Being  now  near  the  residence  of  Mr.  March,  where  a 
warm  welcome  and  a. good  dinner  awiuted  us,  we  cUsmiased 
our  guide  with  the  promised  fee  and  a  word  of  advice  as  to 
his  treatment  of  American  travellers  hereafter.  He  accepted 
both  gratefully,  and  turned  homeward  with  a  cheer&l  step. 
At  Mr.  Marches  we  found  the  Baron  San  Pedro,  his  lady, 
and  their  charming  and  accomplished  daughters,  making  a 
visit  to  our  consul.  My  compagnon  d&  voyage  waa  soon 
engaged  in  a  petit  flirtation  with  the  ladies,  and  so  pleased 
with  the  pretty  language,  and  prettier  figure,  and  beautiful 
manners  of  one  of  the  party,  that  my  hopes  <^  getting  to 
St.  Ann's  that  night  were  fast  dying  away.  After  dinner, 
however,  the  party  left,  and  we  too  were  preparing  to  take 
up  our  journey,  when  Mr.  M.  informed  us  that  he  had  just 
received  a  note  firom  our  commodore  announcing  hb  inten- 
tion to  sail  on  the  morrow,  as  the  oholera  had  made  its  ap- 
pearance in  FunchaL    We  therefore  contented  onrselviesto 
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remain  with  our  friend  for  the  n^ht,  purposing  to  start  for 
Funchal  a  &w  hours  before  day  on  the  following  morning. 

We  spent  the  evening  in  walking  through  the  beautiful 
grounds,  and  studying  the  varied  flora  and  shrubbery.  Sit- 
ting in  a  spacious  bower  surrounded  by  a  hedge,  or  wall,  of 
box,  ten  feet  high,  and  impervious  to  light,  Mr.  M.  re- 
marked: **This  is  the  place  where  Dr.  Kelly,  a  retired 
surgeon  of  the  British  army,  used  to  preadi  Protestantistn 
to  the  natives."  Dr.  K.  made  many  converts  in  this  parish, 
some  of  whom  still  remain.  He  was  driven  from  the  island, 
with  the  loss  of  a  valuable  library,  and  other  personal 
effects,  destroyed  by  «i  infuriated  mob,  but  for  which  his 
government  saw  that  he  was  compensated  by  the  govern- 
ment of  Madeira.  Our  host,  who  must  be  known  in  private 
life  to  be  fully  appreciated,  is  a  model  American  gentlemau, 
rendered  the  evening  perfectly  delightful,  and  in  the  faHl 
tide  of  social  enjoyment,  we  forgot  that  we  were  in  the 
palace  of  a  bachelor.  The  doctor  was  less  communicative 
than  usual,  for  his  thoughts  were  with  the  sylph-like  little 
creature  who  was  borne  that  evening  far  over  the  mountaius, 
but  who,  before  leaving,  kindled  a  fire  in  his  heart  that  may 
smolder  many  a  year. 

At  four  next  morning  we  were  roused  from  dreamless 
sleep  by  the  notes  of  a  clarionet  discourring  ^*  Hail  Colum- 
bia ;**  the  sound  was  shrill  to  the  ear  then,  but  it  makes 
sw^t  music  to  ^e  memory  now.  The  stars  were  shining 
brightly,  and  the  air  was  quite  cool,  but  we  buttoned  up 
our  coats  and  resolutely  commenced  to  ascend  the  high 
range  which  divided  us  from  our  breakfast.  As  we  advanced 
the  darkness  was  fest  changmg  into  the  grey  of  morning ; 
little  birds  started  fVom  the  broom  and  gorse  as  we  passed, 
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chirping  their  salutation  to  the  rising  day ;  and  all  nature 
seemed  waking  into  a  new  life.  On  attaining  an  elevation  of 
three  thousand  feet,  the  atmosphere  was  sensiblj  more  rare 
than  that  to  which  we  had  been  accustomed,  and  as  our 
guide,  notwithstanding  his  load  of  breakfast  materials,  tra- 
velled quite  fast,  our  breathing  was  attended  with  unplea- 
sant sensations. 

On  gaining  the  summit  of  a  very  steep  hill  we  rested 
awhile  to  breathe  and  watch  the  rising  sun,  whose  upper 
limb  was  now  visible  above  the  cumuli  of  white  clouds  which 
obscured  the  true  horizon.  The  few  clouds  that  floated 
above  us  reflected  his  rays  in  brightest  roseate ;  while  be- 
neath us  a  field  of  cloud,  covering  much  of  the  island,  and 
stretching  far  over  the  ocean,  responded  to  Aurora's  blushes 
in  a  thousand  shades  of  red  and  gold.  The  peaks  of  the 
Desertas,  and  far  off  Porto  Santo,  peered  above  this  plain, 
like  dark  rocks  above  a  foam-covered  ocean,  while  here  and 
there  openings  in  it  revealed  the  deep  Atlantic,  reflecting 
from  its  blue  bosom  the  red  hues  of  morning  in  warmest 
purple ;  requiring  but  little  effort  of  imagination  to  fancy  it 
a  sea  of  molten  amethyst.  Advancing  upward  we  met 
sleepy-looking  boys  driving  flocks  of  goats  to  some  neigh- 
boring village  to  be  milked ;  and  we  were  overtaken  by  Mr. 
March,  v^o  followed  on  horseback,  just  as  we  were  opening 
the  finest  view  of  the  island.  We  were  forty-five  hundred 
feet  above  the  sea,  with  Pico  Ruivo,  the  crown  of  Madeira, 
on  our  right,  rearing  its  head  fifteen  hundred  feet  above  us. 
Between  us  and  the  Peak  was  a  deep  ravine,  running  off  to 
the  north,  which  contains  the  bed  of  Ribero  Frio,  now  dry, 
but  in  the  rainy  season,  and  when  the  snows  are  melting  in 
the  q)ring,  it  is  a  large  and  impetuous  river.  JSt.  Ann's,  and 
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Fayal,  were  distinctly  visible,  with  much  of  the  northern 
shore,  so  that,  notwithstanding  our  precipitate  return,  we 
were  not  entirely  disappointed  in  our  desire  to  see  those 
places. 

These  heights  are  covered  with  short  grass  and  green 
thick  moss,  affording  good  pasturage  to  sheep  and  goats. 
They  reminded  us  of  the  sheep-commons  of  England  and 
Wales ;  and  in  treading  the  soft  carpet,  bedecked  with  tiny 
wild-flowers,  scenes  long  forgotten  were  brilliantly  revived. 
As  we  neared  the  Poizo^  we  passed  several  hardy-looking 
women,  dressed  in  coarse  linsey-woolseys,  gathering  fiigots ; 
and  as,  to  my  ear,  the  Portuguese  sounds  much  like  Irish,  I 
imagined  for  a  moment  that  I  was  again  among  the  heath- 
gatherers  of  the  south  of  Ireland.  But  the  Moorish,  and, 
sometimes,  traces  of  the  Ethiopian,  in  the  features  of  the 
peasantry,  served  to  remind  us  that  this  is  not  the  home  of 
the  indomitable  Celt.  We  breakfested  heartily  at  the  Poizo, 
on  the  ample  basketful  provided  by  Mr.  M. ;  and  as  we  sat 
down  to  the  well-furnished  table,  we  thought  that  the  scene 
before  us  was  not  the  least  interesting  of  the  morning.  A 
walk  of  six  miles  up  steep  hills  is  a  wonderful  appetizer.  The 
house — ^the  Poizo — was  built  as  a  house  of  refuge,  and  an- 
swers the  purpose  of  a  little  Saint  Bernard  to  those  who  may 
be  overtaken  by  the  heavy  snows  whidi  fiill  on  these  moun- 
tains in  winter. 

Fresh  and  invigorated,  we  started  again,  and  in  less  than 
an  hour  reached  the  height  overlooking  Funchal.  The  beau- 
tiful Jamestown  was  still  riding  at  anchor,  but  by  her  crossed 
yards  we  could  perceive  that  she  was  preparing  for  sea ; 
and,  like  on  impatient  racer,  eager  for  the  word  which  should 
loose  her  reins.    At  ^lalf  a  mile  above  Mount  Church  we 
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engaged  a  hand-sledge,  drawn  by  three  stont  boys,  and  went 
down  to  the  citj  at  the  rate  of  twenty  cents,  and  eight 
minutes  to  the  mile. 

We  foand  the  city  in  commotion.  Bells  were  ringing  to 
call  the  &ithful  to  prayer  for  deliyerance  from  the  cholera ; 
and  bugles  were  somiding  to  master  the  troops  to  recdve 
his  hi^^ess  Prinoe  Adalbert  of  Prussia,  who  arriyed  that 
morning  in  the  harlxH*.  We  reported  ourselves  to  the  com- 
modore at  the  eonsulate,  who  expressed  his  intentioii  of 
sailing  immediately  after  calling  on  the  prince.  We  saw 
that  it  was  our  last  day  in  Madeira,  so  we  hastened  to  make 
farewell  calls  on  our  many  friends — our  clear-headed,  me- 
taphysical Scotch  friend,  Mr.  Yates,  of  the  English  hotel, 
John  Mason,  of  the  book-store,  the  ready  and  obliging  friend 
of  the  American  officer ;  friends  Nunc  and  Mr.  Carter  of  the 
consulate;  Robert  Ryan,  Esq.,  our  vice-consul,  and  his 
amiable  and  accomplished  lady ;  Rev.  A.  J.  D*Orsey,  and 
his  lovely  family ;  and  at  last,  though  not  least,  our  beloved 
consul,  J.  Howard  March,  friends  whose  kindne^  contributed 
to  the  enjoyment  of  our  sojourn  among  them,  and  whose 
names  shall  live  in  memory  for  ever. 

Our  departure  was  deferred  until  the  morrow,  as  Prinoe 
Adalbert  expressed  a  wish  to  visit  our  ship.  In  the  morning 
he  came.  The  officers  in  full  undress,  and  the  marines  in 
full  dress,  were  drawn  up  to  receive  him,  and  he  was  much 
pleased  with  the  reception.  He  inspected  the  ship  closely, 
and  expressed  much  delight  in  the  beauty  and  order  of  her 
appointments. 

The  prince  is  a  plain,  substantial-lopl^g  man ;  large  and 
stout,  and  about  forty  years  of  ag^.  He  is  admiral  in  chief 
of  the  Prussian  navy,  and  our  officers  who  know  him  say 
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that  he  is  a  good  sailor  and  a  polished  gentleman.  We  were 
much  pleased  with  his  manners  and  observations. 

At  three  o'clock  we  were  under  weigh,  and  at  night-fall 
saw  Madeira  for  the  last  time.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  we 
here  spent  some  of  the  happiest  moments  of  a  weary  cruise, 
we  left  the  lovely  island,  the  emerald  bosom-gem  of  the  At- 
lantic, with  a  degree  of  sadness.  The  plague  that  was  then 
making  its  appearance  did  nob  last  long,  but  it  swept  away 
more  than  twelve  thousand  of  its  dense  population ;  and  it 
serves  to  remind  us,  that  in  our  &llen  world  there  is  no 
paradise.  Blest  Island  I  may  the  clustering  vine  yet  clothe 
thy  hills  with  beauty,  and  of  its  fatness  make  thy  children 
glad,  and  thy  valleys,  teeming  with  corn,  bless  thy  poor 
with  bread  I  Be  thy  skies  as  clear,  and  the  airs  that  bathe 
thy  mountains  and  shores  as  pure  and  balmy  as  when  they 
breathed  on  us !  Above  all,  may  the  teachings  of  a  higher 
and  more  spiritual  Christianity  bless  thy  people  with  surer 
hope  and  holier  comforts,  and  lead  them  to  a  purer  worship 
of  the  Eternal  Father  I 

"  Shades  of  eveoing  close  not  o*er  us, 

Leaye  onr  lonely  bark  awhile  ; 
Morn,  alas !  will  not  restore  ns, 

Yonder  dim  and  distant  isle. 
Through  the  mist  that  floats  above  us,  , 

Faintly  sounds  the  Tesper  bcU, 
As  a  Toice  from  those  who  love  us, 

Kindly  saying,  Fare  ye  well  I" 


THE  END. 
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